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THREE ABLE-BODIED HMONG PRISONERS AND TWO VIETNAMESE 
GUARDS. the TRUCK PASSED THROUGH PHON SAWAN 
/ /UTMCOORDS — 48QUG 1252// WHERE THE UNINJURED PRISONERS 
WERE TAKEN OFF. THE TRUCK CONTINUED TO VINH, VIETNAM BV 
ROUTE SEVEN WITH ONLY THE THREE WOUNDED MEN AND THEIR 
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B. SOURCE WAS QUICK TO SUPPLV THE DATE OF HIS 

CAPTURE AS 15 MAR 73 AND WAS SURE THAT IT TOOK FOUR DAYS 
TO REACH VINH. CONFRONTED WITH THE 6 MAR 73 DATE OF 
CAPTURE AND 8 MAR 73 DATE OF ARRIVAL AT VINH SUPPLIED TO 
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SUBJ: HR 6-014-0U47-88/LIEN HOA PRISON 
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SOURCE: A VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A RELIABLE 

REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: LIEN HOA PRISON IN PHU THO PROVINCE CONFINED 

UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO PRISONERS DURING THE 1960S 

TEXT: 

1. * DURING THE LATE 1960S, WHILE SOURCE WAS A STUDENT IN PHU 
THO PROVINCE, LOCAL VILLAGERS TOLD HIM THAT UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO 
PRISONERS HAD ESCAPED FROM A NEARBY PRISON. THE PRISON WAS KNOWN 
AS LIEN HOA PRISON BECAUSE IT WAS LOCATED IN LIEN HOA VILLAGE, PHU 
NINH DISTRICT, PHU THO PROVINCE. THE SAME VILLAGERS RELATED THE 
PEOPLE'S ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY FORCE GUARDS WITH GUARD DOGS SET OFF 
TO LOCATE THE ESCAPED COMMANDOS AND ONE OF THE COMMANDOS KILLED A 
GUARD DOG. THE VILLAGERS NEVER MENTIONED THE NATIONALITY OF THE 
COMMANDOS BUT THEY WERE PRESUMED TO BE VIETNAMESE OR THE VILLAGERS 
WOULD HAVE IDENTIFIED THEM AS AMERICANS. 

2. VO-PW COMMENT: A NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS 

WERE IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR YEARS. THE ONLY 
KNOWN DETENTION SITE FOR COMMANDOS IN FORMER PHU THO PROVINCE WAS 
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YEiThOA IS PROVINCES, LOCATED IN VILLAGES BY THE SAME 
SEMCrara OF WHICH CORRELATE TO LIEN HOA PRISON. THESE TWO 
PRISONS WERE LATER COMBINED INTO TAN LAP PRISON AFTER THE COMBINING 
OF PHU THO AND VINH PHUC PROVINCES INTO VINH PHU PROVINCE. TjffiRE 
WAS ONE ABORTIVE PRISONER ESCAPE FROM YEN THO PRISON IN 1965 BUT NO 
PRISONER ACTUALLY ESCAPED OUTSIDE THE PRISON. 


BT 

#0620 
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^•ropc;. AN IMMIGRANT FROM VIETNAM WHO WAS 

IMPRISONED FOR FOUR YEARS IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 
SOTOCE'S RELIABILITY IS QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE THERE WERE SEVERAL 
INCONSISTENCIES IN HIS STORY. 

SUMMARY* THIS IS A STONEY BEACH REPORT. 

SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN THE FOLLOWING REEDUCATION r C AMPS--_HOC 
MON, SUOI MOU CAMP, LIEN TRAI 3 (NGHIA LO), LIEN TRAI 6 (YEN BAI) , 
LIEN TRAI 5 (TUYEN QUANG) , AND TAN LAP PRISON (VINH PHU). SOURCE 
KNEW A C AUCASI AN-LOOKI NG VIETNAMESE IN PRISON. ENCLOSURE. 

TRYT * 

1 INTRODUCTION. THIS REPORT FORWARDS INFORMATION ON THE 
SOURCE'S ACTIVITIES BEFORE AND AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON. IT ALSO 
PROVIDES GENERAL INFORMATION ON SEVERAL CAMPS AND A HOSPITAL IN 
NORTH VIETNAM WHERE SOURCE WAS HELD DURING THE TIME HE WAS 
INCARCERATED IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 

2 IN 1970, SOURCE COMMANDED THE 11TH TANK SQUADRON IN 
THE 1 1TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT IN THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM (ARVN) . SOURCE WAS SELECTED IN 1971 AS AN INSTRUCTOR FOR 
THE ARVN ARMORED SCHOOL. FROM 1973 UNTIL THE FALL OF SAIGON, HE 


SERVE^A^HEA^O^THE MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT AT THE ARVN 
ARMORED SCHOOL^ ^ JUNE ig75> AFTE r THE FALL OF SAIGON, SOURCE WAS 

INSTRUCTED TO REPORT FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAIGON TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTE (FIELD COMMENT— SOURCE RECEIVED A LETTER SEVERAL WEEKS 
AFTER THE FALL TELLING HIM WHERE AND WHEN TO REPORT.) WHEN SOURCE 
ARRIVED AT THE INSTITUTE, HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER AND WAS GUARDED IN 
AN AREA NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF THE INSTITUTE UNTIL NINE OTHER PEOPLE 
WERE COLLECTED. SOURCE'S GROUP OF TEN WAS GIVEN A "TEAM NUMBER' AND 
S SENT TO A CLASSROOM IN THE INSTITUTE, WHERE THEY WERE HELD TOR 
TWO DAYS. (SOURCE COMMENT— FROM 13-15 JUNE 1975, MORE THAN 3,000 
FORMER ARVN MAJORS REPORTED TO THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR 
REEDUCATION. DURING THE SAME THREE DAYS, FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT 
COLONELS AND HIGHER RANKING ARVN OFFICERS ALSO REPORTED FOR 
REEDUCATION AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN SAIGON. THE OTHER REPORTING 

LOCATIONS WERE UNKNOWN.) „ „„„„ 

4 AT 2300 HOURS ON 15 JUNE 1975, ALL PRISONERS WERE 

TAKEN TO THE INSTITUTE SCHOOL YARD WHERE THEY WERE LOADED ONTO 
MOLOTOVA TRUCKS — 30 PRISONERS (THREE TEAMS) PER TRUCK. THE 
PRISONERS WERE TAKEN TO A DETENTION FACILITY IN HOC MON CITY (OLD 


NAME) 04 (FIELlfcOMENT— THERE WERE THREE GUARDS AND A DRIVER IN EACH 
OF THE TRUCKS. THE TRUCKS WERE COVERED WITH CANVAS TO CONCEAL THE 
PRISONERS INSIDE. THE TRAVEL TIME FROM SAIGON TO HOC MON NORMALLY 
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TOOK 15 TO 30 MINUTES. HOWEVER, WHEN SOURCE WAS TRANSPORTED WITH 

HIS TEAM FROM THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE TO HOC MON, IT TOOK ALMOST 

FI^E HOURS THE CONVOY FOLLOWED A ROUTE THAT WAS MEANT TO DISORIENT 

THE^PRISONEHS . WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT HOC MON, MOST PRISONERS KNEW 

WHERE THEY WERE ANYWAY BECAUSE MANY WERE FROM THE SAIGON AREA OR 

HAD BEEN STATIONED THERE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER. ) 

HAD BEEN M ^ g march S0(JRCE AND HIS TEAM WERE MOVED TO 

ANOTHER DETENTION FACILITY AT SOUI MOU CAMP IN BIEN HOA CITY (OLD 
NAME)! ON 5 JULY 1976, SOURCE AND THE OTHER FORMER ARVN MAJORS WERE 
TAKEN TO A PORT AT TAN CANG (NEW NAME; OLD LOCATION OF A PORT THE US 
USED EXTENSIVELY DURING THE WAR) WHERE THEY WHERE PLACED IN THE 
BILGE OF A SHIP AND TAKEN TO HAIPHONG, NORTH VIETNAM. (SOURCE 
COMMENT— THE NAME OF THE SHIP WAS "SONG HUNG,” AND THE TRIP LASTED 
THREE NIGHTS AND TWO DAYS. ALL 3*000 MAJORS WERE PLACED ON A DECK 
DEEP IN THE SHIP THAT WAS VERY DIRTY AND PARTIALLY FILLED WITH FOUL 
SMELLING WATER. THEY RECEIVED ONLY ONE MEAL DURING THE VOYAGE, 


PAGE 02 RUE0FUA083 i » 

WHICH CONSISTED OF CHINESE C-RATIONS.) 

6 WHEN THE PRISONERS DISEMBARKED IN HAIPHONG, THERE WAS 

A LARGE GROUP OF ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY TROOPS AND DOGS ON THE DOCK. 
AFTER ALL 3,000 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN OFF THE SHIP, THEY EACH WERE 
GIVEN TWO BANANAS AND A SMALL LOAF OF BREAD. THE PRISONERS WERE 
GIVEN A SHORT TIME TO EAT, THEN WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS OF 50. THE 
GUARD FORCE THAT MET THE PRISONERS ALSO DIVIDED SO THERE WERE FOUR 
GUARDS FOR EACH GROUP OF PRISONERS. THE ENTIRE GROUP WAITED MORE 
THAN THREE HOURS FOR A TRAIN TO ARRIVE, THEN THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOADED INTO RAILROAD BOXCARS BY GROUPS OF 50. (FIELD COMMENT-THE 
TEMPERATURE INSIDE THE BOXCARS WAS EXTREMELY HOT AND BREATHING 
BECAME VERY DIFFICULT. THE PRISONERS WERE PACKED IN THE CARS SO 
TIGHTLY THAT NO ONE COULD SIT OR LAY DOWN. SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT 
TWO LIEUTENANT COLONELS SUFFOCATED IN ONE OF THE BOXCARS DURING A 
PREVIOUS PRISONER SHIPMENT.) SOURCE WAS KEPT IN THE BOXCAR FOR 
DAYS UNTIL IT ARRIVED IN YEN BAI, WHERE ALL THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN 
OFF THE TRAIN AND LOADED ONTO MOLOTOVA TRUCKS. SOURCE AND ABOUT 350 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO LIEN TRAI 3 PRISON/REEDUCATION 

CAMP NEAR NCHI j^0 ftND ms GR0up ARRIVED AT -[HE "CAMP," THERE 


WAS ONLY JUNGLE AND A ROAD LEADING BACK TO NGHIA LO. SOURCE AND THE 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE PUT TO WORK IMMEDIATELY CLEARING THE JUNGLE AND 
BUILDING THE CAMP FACILITIES. AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS, THE PRISONERS 
CONSTRUCTED A CAMP THAT INCLUDED A PERIMETER FENCE, TEN OR 11 
PRISONER HOUSES, AND SEVERAL OTHER BUILDINGS FOR THE CAMP COMMAND 

PERSONNEL AND GUARDS. ^ 

«. WHILE AT LIEN TRAI 3, SOURCE MET AN OLD FRIEND, 

WHO ALSO WAS A FORMER ARVN ARMY MAJOR WHO HAD REPORTED 
FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE. HAD A FAIR 
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COMPLEXION, BLACK CURLY HAIR, LIGHT BROWN EYES, AND CAUCASOID FACIAL 
FEATURES (SOURCE COMMENT- *!**>(? OFTEN WAS MISTAKEN FOR AN AMERICAN 
SWERVING Sot THE ARVN BEFORE THE FALL OF SAIGON. BECAUSE HIS 
PHYSICAL FEATURES WERE CAUCASIAN-LIKE, HE MAY HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR 
AN AMERICAN BY OTHERS IN THE CAMP. BECAUSE THE PRISONERS IN Tffi 
CAMP WERE NEARLY ALWAYS SEGREGATED IN GROUPS OF 28-30 PEOPLE, THERE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LITTLE CHANCE FOR THOSE IN OTHER GROUPS TO LEARN 
THAT REALLY WAS VIETNAMESE. \ CURRENTLY IS AT THE 

AND HE HAS A BROTHER WHO LIVES IN 

jn A-j-A SOURCE ALSO MET A SURGEON, MAJOR NGUYEN HUY HUNG, AND 
A FORMER STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, MAJOR MAI THIN CHUNG, WHILE HE WAS AT 
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LIEN TRAI 3* 

q IN MAY 1977, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO LIEN TRAI 6 

NEAR YEN BAI . IN OCTOBER OF THAT YEAR, SOURCE BECAME SO WEAK AND 
UNDERNOURISHED THAT HE FEARED HE WOULD DIE. TO GET A BREAK FROM THE 
DEPRIVATION AND FORCED LABOR AT THE CAMP, SOURCE FEIGNED HAVING 
ASTHMA SO HE COULD BE TEMPORARILY EXEMPTED FROM WORK DETAILS AND 
POSSIBLY GET SEVERAL WEEKS OF REST AT A CLINIC OR HOSPITAL. BY 
WHEEZING AND HYPERVENTILATING FOR 20 MINUTES BEFORE THE CAMP MEDIC S 
EXAMINATION, SOURCE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE MEDIC AND CAMP 
LEADERSHIP HE WAS SERIOUSLY ILL. AFTER ANOTHER WHEEZING AND 
HYPERVENTILATING PERFORMANCE FOR THE CAMP GROUP "DOCTOR" (ANOTHER 
MEDIC), SOURCE WAS TAKEN BY TRUCK TO DOAN 776 HOSPITAL IN NUYEN BAI. 
1Q SOURCE WAS ALLOWED TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL FOR ALMOST 

TWO MONTHS. MEDICAL CARE AT THE HOSPITAL WAS SUPERFICIAL AND HEALTH 
CARE PERSONNEL WERE LARGELY INCOMPETENT. MEDICINE WAS IN SHORT 
SUPPLY AND BANDAGES WERE REWASHED AND USED REPEATEDLY. TREATMENT 
SOURCE RECEIVED INCLUDED TWO EPHIDRINE TABLETS PER DAY (WHICH SOURCE 
THREW AWAY) VITAMIN TABLETS, AND ON ONE OCCASION AN INTRAVENOUS 
INJECTION OF NOVOCAINE. (FIELD COMMENT — MOST OF THE MEDICINE AND 
EQUIPMENT SOURCE SAW WAS CHINESE PRODUCED. DAILY "EXAMINATIONS ' 


WERE NOTHING F MORE 3 THAN THE DOCTOR STEPPING INTO THE ROOM AND NOTING 
WHICH PATIENTS WERE THERE. WHILE IN THE HOSPITAL, SOURCE LEARNED 
THAT FORMER ARVN GENERAL NGUYEN XUAN TRANG ALSO WAS AT THE 
HOSPITAL. MEDICAL PERSONNEL AT THE HOSPITAL REMOVED ONE OF THE 
GENERAL'S EYES IN AN ATTEMPT TO CURE HIS MIGRAINE HEADACHES.) ^ 
SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AND SENT BACK TO LIEN TRAI 6 
IN LATE NOVEMBER OR EARLY DECEMBER 1977. 

1 1 . IN MAY 1978, SOURCE WAS MOVED BY TRUCK AND BOAT TO 

LIEN TRAI 5 NEAR TUYEN QUANG CITY, AND HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP 
PRISON NEAR VINH PHU CITY IN OCTOBER 1978. UNLIKE THE OTHER 
MILITARY ONLY PRISONS WHERE HE PREVIOUSLY WAS ASSIGNED, TAN LAP 
PRISON HAD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PRISONERS AS WELL AS CONVICTED 
CRIMINALS. AT TAN LAP, THE MILITARY PRISONERS WERE GIVEN 
QUESTIONNAIRES TO FILL OUT THAT OUTLINED THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS. IF 




CAMP POLITICAL PERSONNEL 
PRISONER’S QUESTIONNAIRE 
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FOUND SOMETHING THE1TDID NOT LIKE ABOUT A 
RESPONSES, THE PRISONER'S REEDUCATION 


SENTENCE WOULD BE EXTENDED. (SOURCE COMMENT— IF A PRI ^ER TOLD THE 
TRUTH ABOUT HIS WARTIME ACTIVITIES, HE WOULD BE MADE TO STAY LONGER 
THAN THOSE WHO LIED ABOUT THEIR PAST. PRISONERS WHO WERE INFORMANTS 
WERE NEVER SET. FREE - SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) POLITICAL 
PERSONNEL BELIEVED INFORMANTS WERE UNRELIABLE AND THEREFORE COULD 
NOT BE TRUSTED IF RELEASED.) 

12 WHILE AT TAN LAP, SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL OF HIS 

FRIENDS THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN AT LIEN TRAI 2 NEAR SOU LAC CITY 
WHO HELPED RUN A GENERATOR THAT POWERED PROJECTION EQUIPMENT USED 
DURING POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION CLASSES. ALTHOUGH HE NEVER KNEW 
ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY SPOKE WITH THE AMERICAN, SOURCE WAS TOLD THAT 
THE AMERICAN WORE AN SRV ARMY UNIFORM BEARING CORPORAL INSIGNIA. 

THE AMERICAN WENT BY THE NAME "HO CHI NAM." 

THE AMEH1LAN ^ R g L g AS g D FR0M TAN LAP PRISON ON 19 OCTOBER 

1979 AND ALLOWED TO RETURN TO HIS HOME IN HO CHI MINH CITY. (FIELD 

COMMENT SOURCE CLAIMED HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE REEDUCATION SYSTEM 

SO HE COULD SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT IN THE SOUTH.) AFTER LEAVING TAN 
LAP PRISON, SOURCE TRAVELED THE ENTIRE DISTANCE BACK TO HO CHI MINH 
CITY BY TRAIN. FROM 22 OCTOBER 1979 TO 10 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE 
LIVED WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO CHI MINH CITY WHERE HE RECEIVED REGULAR 


TREATMENT FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS ACQUIRED 
WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON. SOURCE CLAIMED HE HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) WHILE LIVING WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO 
CHX MINH CITY 

14 ON 12 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE ESCAPED BY BOAT FROM HA 

TIEN VIETNAM, AND LANDED SEVEN DAYS LATER (ON 19 FEB 82) IN THE 
LIEM’SING-DISTRICT IN THAILAND. AFTER STAYING AT A THAI POLICE 
FACILITY IN LIEM SING DISTRICT FOR NEARLY TWO MONTHS, HE WAS MOVED 
m 0 THE SIK LIEU REFUGEE CAMP ON 8 APRIL 1982. SOURCE MOVED TO THE 
PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMP IN THAILAND IN OCTOBER 1983- (FIELD 
COMMENT— WHILE LIVING IN THE SIK LIEU AND PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMPS 
IN THAILAND, SOURCE SERVED AS AN INTERPRETER FOR AN AMERICAN 
DEBRIEFER WHO WAS WORKING THE VARIOUS REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND FOR 
PW/MIA INFORMATION. THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER'S NAME SOUNDED LIKE 
"LANGLOR" OR "LANGLORS" — SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE NAME 
EXACTLY. WHILE WORKING WITH THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER, SOURCE CREATED 
A QUESTIONNAIRE THAT HE GAVE TO FORMER ARVN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO 
WERE SUBJECTED TO THE SRV REEDUCATION SYSTEM. FORTY OF THESE 
QUESTIONNAIRES ARE INCLUDED IN AN ENCLOSURE TO THIS REPORT. 


COMMENTS: 


(FIELD COMMENTS)— WHEN THE DEBRIEFING BEGAN, 


PAGE: 001 


SOURCE WAS VERY NERVOUS AND EMOTIONAL. HIS STATEMENTS WERE VERY 

Abrupt and he seemed frustrated when asked to repeat information. 

AS THE DEBRIEFING PROGRESSED, HE CALMED DOWN AND BECAME WORE 
COOPERATIVE. AT ONE POINT, HE MENTIONED HE WANTED TO GET HIS SON 
INTO THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY AND ASKED HOW HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO 
THIS. HE ALSO ASKED IF WE COULD HELP HIM LOCATE GENERAL STILWELL, A 
US ARMY GENERAL OFFICER WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR. HE 
SAID GENERAL STILWELL ONCE OFFERED HIM A SILVER STAR FOR HIS SERVICE 
DURING THE WAR, BUT SOURCE REFUSED IT THEN BECAUSE HE DIDN'T FEEL 
RIGHT ACCEPTING A FOREIGN MEDAL FOR DEFENDING HIS OWN HOMELAND. AS 
A PERMANENT RESIDENT NOW OF THE US, SOURCE WAS INTERESTED IN 
RECEIVING HIS SILVER STAR TO HELP HIS SON'S CHANCES OF GETTING INTO 
A US SERVICE ACADEMY. ALTHOUGH GENERAL STILWELL IS NOW RETIRED, 
SOURCE WAS HOPING HE WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE TO HELP HIM GET THE 
MFDAL 

ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENT DURING THE DEBRIEFING WAS 
SOURCE'S EASE AT RECALLING EXACT DATES AND TIMES. WITHOUT ANY 
HESITATION, SOURCE PROVIDED VERY PRECISE DETAILS OF HIS ACTIVITIES 
WHILE IN PRISON. HIS STORY SEEMED TOO POLISHED TO BE IMPROMPTU. 
ALSO, WHEN HE WAS RELATING HIS EXPERIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL, HE SAID 


THAT AFTER E APRIL 8 1979, PATIENTS AT THE HOSPITAL WERE ALLOWED TO HAVE 
VISITORS. ONLY THOSE WHO APPEARED IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION, 
THOUGH, WERE ACTUALLY ALLOWED VISITORS; PATIENTS WHO WERE SICK IN 
BED WERE NOT PERMITTED TO HAVE VISITORS. WHEN COLLECTOR ASKED HOW 
HE KNEW ABOUT THE HOSPITAL VISITATIONS IN APRIL 1979 (HE SAID HE WAS 
THERE IN OCT-NOV 1977), SOURCE IMMEDIATELY SAID HE WAS TALKING ABOUT 
THE PRISON AND NOT THE HOSPITAL. THIS REFERENCE TO SICK PEOPLE AT 
HIS "CAMP" WAS COMPLETELY INCONSISTENT WITH HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS 
IN WHICH HE CLEARLY ASSOCIATED VISITATIONS WITH THE DOAN 776 
HOSPITAL. 

ANOTHER ASPECT PECULIAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HIS SEEMING 
INDIFFERENCE TO HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER BACK IN HO CHI MINH CITY. THE 
ONLY TIME THEY CAME UP WAS WHEN SOURCE RESPONDED TO A DIRECT 
QUESTION THE COLLECTOR POSED REGARDING THEIR WELL-BEING. HIS 
APPARENT LACK OF INTEREST IN THEIR WELFARE SEEMED ODD GIVEN THAT HE 
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HAD NOT SEEN THEM FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 



ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA, ONE ENCLOSURE: 

QUESTIONNAIRES , 120 PAGES, 1 COPY, DOI 
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TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP ORGANIZATION CHART 
(VINH PHU - NORTH VIETNAM) 



I. 

Total prisoners of six subcamps: 4,000 persons. 

Total Communist Security members: More than 1 ,000 members. 

*Sub-Camn Communist Supervisor: Major Phung Viet Bang. 

I stayed ill this sub-camp R4 , there were about 600 political prisoners. 

- Deputy Supervisor: Thuong My Cao Ba Dau 
(VC grade between captain and 1st Lieutenant) 

- Deputy Supervisor Assistant: 1st Lieutenant Vu Son. 

Total Security members about 100 members. We have to enthusiast an area 
about 200 hectares. Fodd is: salt and some kinds of manioc. . 

Ration for ovary person/a day: 0,40 kg. (2/3 are corn and some kind of bad 

cereals) . 

Normally, one security controlled 10 prisoners. 


II. 

The Situation and the 6-year story of communist re-education camps m 
North and South VN after April 30th 1975: 

From June 23, 1975 until June 20, 1976: Detained in South VN in Suoi Mau 


Bien Hoa Province. 



From June 20, .76 to October 1978: transferred V North VN by ship. 

I lived in several camps: Hai Phong, -Yen Bai, Nghia Lo, Hoang Lien Son 

and Thac Ba Hydraulic electric dam. =- . ' 

x Special News : in July 1&6 at Yen Bai Joint Camp, when I was in T4 Joint 
■Camp If '.this camp had imprisoned American POW. We has -met American POW 
there, about 9 or 10 people, very skinny and awfully tattered; we were 
not 'allowed ' to approach them, the communists forced us to go away carrying 
rice, we never met them again. 


*Also in July 1976 we met one- American, he looked better (compared with 
us), wearing civil clothing. He seemed Taciturn and spoke to nobody. I 
met him one evening when propaganda movies were screened, knowing the 
questions in our mind, they explained: 

"This American soldier has been enlightened by Communist doctrine and 
volunteered to stay in VN, he married a North Vietnamese gild. 

With a 200 Dong salary per month, he is working eagerly, serving in the 
moving projectionist team, which works in concentration camps." 

We tried to approach him but failed because of Communist intervention. 

I think this is communist propaganda scheme. . # ^ 

' ' From' October 1978 to February 1981: When Sino-Vietnamese relations broke, 
we came to be under police supervision. They moved us to Tan Lap Camp, 
Vinh Phu Province (built in 1975). It lies North-Western of Hanoi, 150 
kilometers from it. This is an endless mountainous dangerous area; the 
camp formally was an inviolable communist war-zone. 

In February 1981, I was set free. I could summise beforehand because of 
International Political Powers exerted over Hanoi Regime. 



f 


iLj: 

III. 

On the moral of political prisoners. ^ 

The Communist strictly carried out harsh policy to the POW: situation, 

terrorism, separation, suspicion. 

1) At first, because of severe starvation and terrorism and high death 
rate, our morale went down, some have sold their spirit to the Communist 
to exchange for a lot of extra food, they were finally punished by us for 
warning, we in turn paid a very hard price. Several were shot down (I 

forgot their names) . 

2) After receiving aid from our families and due to unfavourable Interna- 
tional situation for the Communist, all of us could hold our spirit 
unchanged although we were strictly supervised. Since then there were 
open oppositions: anti-hard-labour, life improvement, fewer labour 
suggestions. The most prominent incident happened at Ham Tan POW camp 
during the New Year, we have burned the camp, refused our labour duty asked 
for the release and we were not accused. A few low-ranking cadres were 
paid off. Nearly half of the North VN soldiers openly opposed their 
leaders, they disagreed with the regime. They helped us know the world 
news and what happened outside (we were strictly forbidden to know about 

these news) . 

In brief: all POW are high-spirited and believe that: 

- the situation is changing rapidly unfavourably to the Communist so that 
they must shrink back and they must release the never-sentenced prisoners 

- the U.S. government and his alien countries will never let us die slowly 


in communist prison. 



Name 


Rank 


Name 


Rank 


1 . Do Uan Nhuan 

Captain 

2. Nguyen Ngoc Minh 

'll 

Vf • • 

3. Nguyen Quang Hau 

*1 

4. Nguyen Dinh Tho 

■ *11 

5. Nguyen Tien Tan 

It 

6. Nguyen Tong Tien 

II 

7. Dao Xuan Long 

....,11 

8. Ly Phat Tan 

II 

9. Vo Van Riet 

11 

10. Ta Quang Thanh 

1st Lieutenant 

1 1 . Nguyen Phat An 

Captain 

12. Tran Gia Hung 

n 

13. Vu Gia Bao 

it 

14. Dam Huu Mao 

ii 

15. Vu Due Ninh 

n 

16. Nguyen Dinh Van 

IT 

17. Le Van Phu 

2nd Lieutenant 

18. Vo Van Hue 

Sergeant, 1st 
class 

19. Luong Van Canh 

Captain 

20. Vu Ngoc Tieu 

n 

21. Nguyen Phu Si 

Psywar Service 

22. Do Due Minh 

Captain 

23. Nguyen Van Vinh 

2nd Lieutenant 

24. Vo Cong Hau 

Captain 


25. Nguyen Van Quy 


26. Nguyen Van Xuan Captain 

27. Tran Thai Binh - 

28. Nguyen Bao Riem .. " : 

29. Luong Van Moi - - " 

30. Nguyen The Vinh * • 

31. Le Rinh ” 

—32. Luong Van Bac ^- :< 1 s t Lieutenant 

33. Nguyen Van Hui Captain " 

34. Nguyen Loan 

35. Vo Ngoc Nhan 

36. Nguyen Huu Chan 

37. Nguyen Due Trach 

38. Vo Phuc Nghiep 

39. Nguyen Gia Quyet 

40. Nguyen Xuan Loc 
4 1 . Hoang Rinh Ngu 

42. Dao Ngoc To 

43. Nguyen Van Rien 

44. Le Van Truong * 

45. Tran Vinh Tuong 


ii 



Officers set fi by Communist . 

1 . Duong Van Hoanh Captain i. 

2 . Nguyen Trung Hieu *•< 

3. Nguyen Tuy Thoi 

4. Chu Van Tan 

5. Pham Duy Ly 

6. Nguyen Ngoc Hung 

7. Nguyen Huu Phuoc Sergeant, 1st class 

8. Lam Dai Tong Captain 

Officers killed in Re-ed. camp 


1 . Nguyen Van Nam 


2nd Lieutenant 
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EZ2: 


DIST: 

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 


DOI: 

SOURCE: 


04 NOVEMBER 1986 
VIETNAM 

ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT REEDUCATION CAMP- 12 IN HOANG 
LIEN SON AND AT TAN LAP SUBCAMP-K4 IN VINH PHU, NORTH 
VIETNAM 

MAY 1976 - JANUARY 1981 

FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 



WHILE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN 

TEXT* 1 ^ FROM 1 MAY* 1976 TO OCTOBER 1977 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 

REEDUCATION CAMP-4 OF PEOPLE’S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) GROUP 776 IN 
HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. REEDUCATION CAMP-12 WAS 
LOCATED ALONG THE MAIN ROAD FROM YEN BAI TO LAO CAI CITY, ABOUT 25 
KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTH OF YEN BAI CITY IN TRAN YEN DISTRICT, HOANG 
LIEN SON. GROUP 776 CONSISTED OF 14 REEDUCATION CAMPS, DEPLOYED 
ALONG THE YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY IN HOANG LIEN SON. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE HAD BEEN BY CAMP-7, CAMP- 11 AND THE 776TH GROUP HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH OF CAMP-12, AND CAMP- 13 AND CAMP-14 NORTH OF CAMP- 12.) ALL OF 
THE GROUP-776 CAMPS SEEMED TO BE LOCATED IN VALLEYS ADJACENT TO THE 
YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE EXISTENCE OF 

PAVN GROUP 776 IS UNCONFIRMED.) 

2. THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 60 OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 
ASSIGNED TO CAMP-12. PAVN SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((GIAI)) WAS 
CAMP COMMANDER. TELEPHONES WERE USED FOR COMMUNICATIONS AMONG THESE 
CAMPS. NO ANTENNAS WERE OBSERVED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. 

3. ABOUT 400 INMATES WERE DETAINED AT CAMP-12; AMONG THEM 
ABOUT 340 WERE JUNIOR GRADE POLICE OR ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
(ARVN) OFFICERS. THE OTHERS WERE DISTRICT LEVEL CIVILIAN 
ADMINISTRATORS, JUNIOR GRADE CHAPLINS, POLICE INSPECTORS AND MEMBERS 
OF PROVINCE LEVEL ASSEMBLIES FROM THE SOUTH. THERE WERE NO FIELD 
GRADE MILITARY OR POLICE OFFICERS AT THIS CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE DID NOT KNOW IF THIS FACILITY WAS STILL FUNCTIONING IN 1986.) 

4. FROM OCTOBER 1977 TO 18 JANUARY 1981 THERE WERE NO 

AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO 

PROVIDE THE LOCATION OF THIS CAMP. HE NOT E D THAT IT WAS AN EIGHT 
HOUR TRAIN RIDE FROM TH E NEARBY AM THUONG RAILR OAD STATION TOjjANOI 


) 


THE TANLAP REEDUCATION CAMP CONSISTED OF SIX SUBCAMPS, DESIGNATED K1 
- K6. K-5 WAS THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV) 

ADMINISTERED THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN 
BA ((LU)) WAS K1 SUBCAMP COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((NAM)) 

WAS K2 COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)) WAS K4 COMMANDER. 

(FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DID NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF THE K3, K5 AND K6 
COMMANDERS.) THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 50 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4 THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 1,000 PRISONERS AT K1. AMONG THEM WERE 
ABOUT 100 FORMER ARVN COLONELS; ABOUT 100 PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND 
BUDDHIST CHAPLINS; ABOUT 200 ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS AND MAJORS; 
ABOUT 300 CAPTAINS; 200 1ST AND 2ND LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 100 NON- 
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS (NCO'S) WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE OR SECURITY UNITS. K4 HELD ABOUT 400 
PRISONERS, INCLUDING ABOUT 30 ARVN MAJORS; 100 CAPTAINS; ABOUT 200 
LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 70 NCO'S. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE ESTIMATED 

THE PRISONER STRENGTH AT K2 TO BE ABOUT 400 AND THAT OF K5 ABOUT 
1100, BUT HE COULD NOT BREAK DOWN THOSE INMATES BY RANK/POSITION. HE 
DID NOT KNOW HOW MANY PRISONERS WERE IN K3- ) 

6. TAN LAP USED TELEPHONES FOR INTERNAL CAMP COMMUNICATIONS. 
(SOURCE COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS STILL 

FUNCTIONING AS OF MID-JANUARY 1981, THE SUBSEQUENT STATUS OF THAT 
FACILITY IS UNKNOWN.) 
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ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AND DESCRIPTION OF K4 SUBCAMP OF 
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON AND 
SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH 
PHU, NORTHERN VIETNAM 
JUNE 1978 - FEBRUARY 1982 

FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
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FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 
WHILE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN 


DECEMBER 1986. 

TEXT: 1. FROM JUNE TO OCTOBER 1978, THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 

SUBCAMP-K4 OF THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS (KMS) SOUTHWEST OF THE PHO LU TRAIN 
STATION AND ABOUT 30 KMS EAST OF THE CHINESE BORDER. K4 SUBCAMP WAS 
SITUATED ABOUT TWO KMS EAST OF THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS IN HOANG 
LIEN SON. • (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE HAD HIS DIRECTIONS MIXED UP. THE 

ABOVE DIRECTIONS HAVE BEEN CORRECTED.) 

2. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS BUILT BY THE 
FRENCH BEFORE 1954. AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE FRENCH, THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE USED THIS FACILITY TO DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO 
WORKED FOR THE FRENCH. AFTER 30 APRIL 1975, THE NORTH USED THIS 
FACILITY TO DETAIN PRISONERS FROM THE SOUTH. SUBCAMP K4 WAS BUILT BY 


AND USED FOR DETENTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. 

3. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP AND ITS SUBCAMPS WERE 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ( BNV ) . BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN 
BUI ( (CHIEU) ) WAS LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP COMMANDER. THE K4 SUBCAMP 
COMMANDER WAS A BNV SENIOR LIEUTENANT WHOSE NAME IS NOT RECALLED. 

4. SUBCAMP K4 CONSISTED OF FOUR SEPARATE ZONES EACH DIVIDED 

INTO TWO LABOR UNITS. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4. EACH ZONE WAS SEPARATED FROM THE NEXT BY A BAMBOO FENCE. THE 
ZONES WERE ABOUT FIVE METERS APART. THE THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
FOR LABOR UNIT FOUR WAS BNV CORPORAL ((CHUT)), WELL KNOWN FOR BEATING 
THE PRISONERS; BNV THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR/SERGEANT ((GIOI)) 
SUPERVISED THE BRICK MAKING UNIT; BNV CORPORAL ((HAI)), AKA HA I DIEN, 
WAS ALSO KNOWN TO BEAT HIS PRISONERS. HAI SUPERVISED THE FARM UNIT. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 200 ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) JUNIOR 
GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. ALL OF THEM HAD TRANSFERRED FROM CAMP-6 OF 
INTERCAMP- 1 IN HOANG LIEN SON. MOST OF THEM WERE FROM FORMER ARVN 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MILITARY SECURITY, PSY-WARFARE AND SPECIAL 
POLICE UNITS. THERE WERE ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT SUBCAMP K1 OF 
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. DURING THE CHINESE ATTACKS AGAINST 
NORTH VIETNAM IN 1979, CHINESE ARTILLERY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMP 
HEADQUARTERS AND SUBCAMP K4. THEREAFTER NORTH VIETNAM ABANDONED THE 
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION WAS 

PROVIDED BY BNV GUARDS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU. 


THEY WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO THAT CAMP.) 

5. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO 27 FEBRUARY 1982 THERE WERE NO 
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAP LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KMS 
NORTHEAST OF THE AM THUONG RAILROAD STATION AND TWO KMS FROM THE BEN 
NGOC LANDING IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU. THIS CAMP WAS BUILT BY 


NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINAL PRISONERS SOMETIME BEFORE 1975. 

6. THE TAN LAP, AKA K5, REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BNV. BNV MAJOR BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS CAMP COMMANDER. (SOURCE 
COMMENT: CHIEU WAS FORMERLY A SENIOR CAPTAIN AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE 
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON. HE WAS PROMOTED AND 
TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP, VINH PHU.) THE CHIEF OF SUBCAMP K4 WAS BNV 
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CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)). THE K4 DEPUTY COMMANDER WAS BNV SENIOR 
LIEUTENANT (FNU) ((HUNG)), AKA HUNG GIA. THOUGHT REFORM OFFICERS AT 
K4 INCLUDED BNV ASPIRANT ((THUC)) AND ASPIRANT ((SON)), AKA GA RI TO. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 40 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT K4. 

7. THERE WERE ABOUT 345 ARVN JUNIOR GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. 

THE PRISONERS WERE ORGANIZED INTO 12 LABOR UNITS WITH ABOUT 30 
INMATES PER UNIT. UNIT ONE, THE CARPENTRY UNIT WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV 
SERGEANT (SGT) ((TIEN)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR; UNIT TWO, A 
FARM UNIT, WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV SGT/THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
((DUC)); BNV SGT HAI, ALSO A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED 
FARM UNITS THREE AND FOUR; BNV SGT NGUYEN VAN ( (LE) ) SUPERVISED UNIT 
FIVE, A GREEN VEGETABLE GROWING UNIT AS WELL AS UNIT SIX, THE TEA 
COLLECTION AND DRYING UNIT; BNV SGT ((THANH)) SUPERVISED UNIT SEVEN, 
BRICK MAKING, AND UNIT NINE, THE FORESTRY PRODUCTION UNIT; BNV SGT 
((THUC)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED UNIT EIGHT, A FARM 
UNIT; UNIT 10 WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV K4 REAR SERVICES SGTS ((KHAI)) 

AND ((TOAN)) - THIS UNIT WAS THE K4 MESSHALL; UNIT 11, ANOTHER GREEN 
VEGETABLE CROP PRODUCTION UNIT, WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF BNV 
BT 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0212 90 


/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0212 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 

TAN LAP BETWEEN 1980 AND 1981 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 


800000-810000 


SOURCE: $ 0 / /SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN- ILT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
CAMP FROM 1980 UNTIL 1981. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT 
BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE RECALLED THAT TAN LAP LAY 

BETWEEN MOUNTAIN RANGES IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
TRAVELED FROM HANOI BY TRAIN TO THE AM THUONG STATION AND 
FROM THERE BY FERRY TO THE FERRY LANDING AT BEN NGOC. 

FROM BEN NGOC HE WALKED ABOUT FOUR HOURS UNTIL REACHING 
K-4 TAN LAP. 


2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
K-4 WAS APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 250 BY 300 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. DIRECTLY INSIDE 
THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED A LARGE MEETING HOUSE. TO THE 
LEFT WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 40 METERS. 
TO THE RIGHT OF THE GATE IN THE BACK OF THE COMPOUND WAS 
THE THIRD LONG DETENTION HOUSE. ADDITIONALLY, CONTAINED 
INSIDE THE COMPOUND WAS A SMALL MEDICAL AID STATION, 
EMULATION HOUSE, WATER CISTERN AND BATH HOUSE, INMATE 
KITCHEN AND FOODSTUFFS SUPPLY WAREHOUSE. 

4. / LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50-60 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN RAISING ANIMALS, CARPENTRY, AND SAWMILL TASKS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0600 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, EAT BREAKFAST 

0700 COMMENCE LABOR 
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1100 RETURN TO COMPOUND FOR LUNCH ^ 

1300 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 

1900 ... LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 

2100 SLEEP 

6 * . INMATE POPULATION. THE 1 MAJORITY OF THE. : 

INMATES WERE FORMER RVNAF OR NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS 

7 . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 


ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/ PW-MIA : 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING ’ , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 

DISSEM: - FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO , JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES . 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0213 90 


/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0213 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 

TAN T.AP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN JUL 78 AND FEB 82 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI: 


780700-820200 


SOURCE: 3t/ 30URCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY. UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM JUL 78 TO FEB 82. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 


TEXT: 


1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K-4, TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 

WAS REACHED BY TRAIN FROM THE HANG CO STATION IN HANOI TO 
THE AM THUONG STATION ABOUT 180 KM DISTANT. FROM AM 
THUONG SOURCE'S GROUP WENT BY FERRY TO BEN NGOC WHERE 
THEY CONTINUE THE JOURNEY BY WALKING EIGHT MORE KM TO K-4 
TAN LAP. 


2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-4 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS 
1LT ((LNU)) TRIEN. OTHER CADRE AND THEIR POSITIONS WERE 
AS FOLLOWS— PSS CAPT ((LNU)) KHAI , ASST CAMP CDR AND 
MEDICAL OFFICER; PSS 2LT ((LNU)) SON, EDUCATION OFFICER; 
PSS MSG TUAN, GUARD FORCE NCOIC; PSS MSG ((LNU)) BAN, 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY; AND PSS MSG ((LNU)) THANH, SECURITY 
PERSONNEL OFFICER. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 300 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE THREE LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 30 
METERS IN DIMENSION. ALL THE STRUCTURES INSIDE K-4 WERE 
BUILT OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH DETENTION 
HOUSE HELD ABOUT 100 INMATES. AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
FOODSTUFF WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, EMULATION HOUSE, 
SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY, WATER CISTERN, AND A HERBAL 
MEDICINE GARDEN WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND. 

OUTSIDE AND ADJACENT TO THE DETENTION COMPOUND WERE FOUND 
THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS, CADRE HOUSING, 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ELECTRIC GENERATOR HOUSE, CARPENTRY 
SHOP, BRICK KILN, ANIMAL STABLES AND AGRICULTURAL 



PRODUCTION AREA. 


4 LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

IN TO L ABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 
VEGETABLES, AND' SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 
ALSO WERE, INVOLVED IN BRICK MAKING, RAISING ANIMALS,* ! 
CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITHING, AND KITCHEN DETAILS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE, 

EAT BREAKFAST 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 

1300 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 

1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 

2100 SLEEP 

6 . INMATE POPULATION. THE MAJORITY OF INMATES 
IN K-4 WERE FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS. 
THERE WERE NO CRIMINALS IN K-4. INMATES IN K-4 WORE DARK 
BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS MADE OF VERY THIN MATERIAL. 

THE BACK OF THE SHIRTS WERE MARKED WITH LARGE LETTERING 
INDICATING REEDUCATION CAMP AND THE SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG. 
»CT K4". THE FORMER ARVN OFFICERS WERE RECALLED AS 
FELLOW INMATES — 1LT LE VAN THANH VAN, UNIT 101, CAPTAIN 
TRAN NGOC MINH STAFF OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN 
HUONG. 


7 SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 


ENCL: ) TO FOLLOW TO DIA/ PW-M IA: 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO , JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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•INTERVIEW WITH A YOUNG DELINQUENT AT A CORRECTIONAL CAMP 

The correctional officer escorted the young man into the room where I was 
waiting; then he went out and left us there by ourselves. They young man was 
fair-skinned and wore a white sweater, a brown jacket, gray pants, and plastic 
sandals. I started the interview immediately: 

— I am a reporter for "Tien Phong" magazine and I want to interview 
you today. Do you know "Tien Phong" magazine? 

Yes. We are allowed to read every day in this camp. We have "Tien 

Phong," "Nhan Dan," as well as other newspapers and magazines. 

— What is your name? I asked. 

— My name is Nguyen Quy Hoa. 

The interview continued as follows : 

Reporter (myself) — Can you tell me about your family and yourself. 

Hoa — My father was chief of a convoy and my mother was a merchant, both retired 
now. I am the eldest son. Three of my brothers and sisters are working and 
one is still in school. 

Reporter — Are you from Hanoi? 

Hoa — Yes. We live at 2 Le Van Huu. . . 

Reporter — How old are you? 25? 

Hoa— 26 . . . 

Reporter — Please , continue . 

Hoa— I attended Ly Tu Trong School until the seventh grade. Then I quit to go 
to work. In 1971, I enrolled in the l8-month training program of the Electric 
and Water Company. But I dropped out after 3 months. I went to work in a 
cooperative making plastic sandals: first, I worked for Thanh Binh, then I 

worked for Hien Luong until 1979, when I started to get into trouble... 

Reporter — Why is that? 

Hoa — Because of friends. 

Reporter — You mean bad friends! 

Hoa— Exactly. Friends like Ngoc, who is a bicycle-repairman, Mau, who sells 
old clothes, or Quang. . . who have led me astray. 

Reporter — Were you convicted before? 

Hoa— Once... (Hoa bends his head and lowers his voice). In 1979, Ngoc and I 
were convicted of assault and larceny. Afterwards, I was arrested, together 
with Minh, for stealing watches in front of a movie theater. The- court of 
District II sentenced us to two years' imprisonment, from July 1979 to July 
1981. 

Reporter — How about this time? 

Hoa — After I had been released, I went to stay with my grandmother in Thu Le. 

I lived there in peace for six months. However, I could not find a job and was 
not put on the family book. While I was feeling very depressed, my old friends 
showed up, dressed in expensive clothes. After they invited and treated me so 
many times, I had to pay them back. And that was why, together with Ngoc, I 
committed the same crimes again. I was arrested and was sent to this camp for 
three years. 
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Reporter — What do you do in this camp to refprm yourself? 

Hoa— Besides attending classes and following the rules and regulations of the 
camp, I work with a group of people making colors, and I plant peanuts, corn, 
potatoes, and manioc. I work hard to redeem myself. For that reason, upon 
the unanimous request of the other inmates, the superintendent of the camp has 
chosen me to he the leader of the color-making team. Also, I have just been 
invited to participate in the music group of the camp. 


Reporter — What do you receive in this camp? ^ ^ ^ 

Hoa— I receive some clothes, in addition to my own, as well as a blanket and 
a mosquito-net, and soap for laundry . Each month, we are provided with paper, 
envelopes and stamps to write to our families . 


Reporter— How do you find life here in this camp? _ , 

Hoa Naturally, life in a correctional, camp implies hardships and lack of free- 

dom. However, we have many entertainments in this camp, such as radio, news- 
papers and magazines, sports, music, and TV (we can watch TV three times a 
week). Last night, we watched the movie called The Black Cat. As for foo , 
we don't receive enough from the government, but the inmates of the camp pro- 
duce enough themselves to supplement their food rations. 


Reporter— Are you allowed here to grow your hair like this? 

Hoa -Actually , we don't have to have a"military" cut, but we cannot grow our 

hair too long either. Nty hair is a little bit too long to be conform to the 
camp regulations because the hair-clippers have just been broken. Personally, 
I don't like to have my hair cut too short. 


Reporter— Do you mean to say that the correctional officers here are not too 

hard with the inmates? _ . . 

Hoa Yes. They are very strict, but they treat the inmates with compassion 

and h uman ity. They reward those who do well and punish those who violate the 
rules, but never treat them brutally. And this is why we all try to do our 
best here. 

Reporter — Have you ever thought of escaping? 

Hoa — Once in a while, an inmate tries to escape. Sooner or later he is caught 
and will have to receive a harsher sentence. 


Reporter — What is your wish now? 

Hoa I have committed crimes against society. Regretting what I did does no 

Eike any difference now. To tell the truth, sometimes I worry about the pos- 
sibility of staying here longer. Therefore, I am determined to work hard to 
redeem myself, hoping that I will be released after three years. I want to 
become an honest citizen and have my own family. 
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The inmates' music group at Tan Lap, K5 
Photo : Mai Nam 
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THE QUIET WORKER 

He vas tom and grew up in a village by the river, on the outsk irts of' 
Wanoi In his vouth, he loved to read hooks, especially ones .about th 
tSliien^e service He loved to read about the exploits of unknown soldiers 
whi were fighting to bring peace to the people. His dream was to become oneof 
the soldiers who were being sent on secret and exciting missions. would 

ter finishing school, he enrolled in the police force, hoping that this would 
allow him to fulfill his childhood dreams. Unfortunately, when he graduated 
from the academy, he was assigned to the fire department. 

It ill adjusting to his new Job, he received orders to transfer to the Tan 
Lap correctional camp. His friends told him Jokingly: Now you 

"•l ~hr^ivfd kssxs: 

without even saying goodbye to his family. 

The new iob was a challenge to him. He had lived his whole life in 

the clmtlmidl He had spent his childhood in a small village by a river- 
the countryside, nc y Therefore he had never had to deal with 

bank and had rarely gone to town. Therelore, ne na d 

the turbulence of city life, or with city people. Now he had to manag 
educate a group of thirty people who in many ways were quite different iro 
him Accustomed to a life of idleness and pleasure, they had committed many^ 

crimes against society. Most were from the city. His ^ 

educate them so that they could become honest citizens. He found this task 
difficult! young and inexperienced, he had to deal with notorious criminals 

from Hanoi. At times he felt completely powerless J" ftont °f these 
pentant people. But he persevered in appealing to their better nature. 

In his group was a young man named Chu Xuan Tac, who had been convicted 
several Umef oAarceny 7 Tac hated working in the fields Unable to endure 
the hard life at the camp, Tac planned with Cuong to esc. ape Aw w T» 

plan, the cadre tried to talk him out of it, advising o fields Tac 

instead But Tac did not listen. One day, while working in the fields, _iac 
Tried 1; hide S the bushes. As soon as the cadre saw that Ta p -sussing; 
he had him searched for and stopped in time. However, he did harbor any 
resentment against Tac . _ This incident made him pay even more attention to 
Tac and to his family situation... 

Now there is no longer a gap between Tac and him. Tac has fol ^ d 
his advice and given up the idea of escaping from the camp. Since that time, 
Tac has changed in many ways and has become one of the best members of is 

group . 

Many times the cadre finds himself in an extremely difficult situation, 

SL^Thin^hf had also been convicted of larceny. Thin refused to re- 
hSself • He was especially laxy and very sly. 
ho o-o-t- to the fields Thin would complain of a stomach-ache. The cadre naa 
To til him TLt He’tSk care of Thin as if he believed that Thin was real- 
ly sick At the same time, he talked to Thin and tried to make him reaiize 
tLt if he wanted to go home to his family soon, he would have to work hard 
allf lefor! hSfeS. Touched by the cadre's kindness. Thin slowly changed 
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his attitude and became an excellent worker^. 

There have been many similar incidents, and he has given us valuable 
lessons 6 in rearming those who have gone astray. He also talks to the fam- 
ilies who come to visit at the camp in order to win their support 
Some families, like Nguyen Van Cuong's mother, tried to bribe him with per 
sonal gifts but he firmly refused and asked members of his group 

£2lies not to bother him again. His honesty has won him their respect. 

Many members of his group have reformed themselves and been allowed to 
go home to their families. Theyhave written to thank him. He COI ^ d ^* 

"These men did wrong, but this is no reason for us to cast them aside or 
the" Sn the contr^y, we have to be close to them so that we can -t-ate 
them. The best way to change or reform them is to love them. Only love can 
help us get closer to them so that we can help them overcome their gui 
and become honest people • • • 

Those who have been in the camp and who were or are being educated by 
him will never forget him. His name is Nguyen Trung Thanh, a correctional 

officer at Tan Lap, K5- 


Chu Thuy Hoa 


Cultural activities of the cadres 
at Tan Lap 
Photo: Mai Nam 
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' HE WHO HAS GONE ASTRAY . . . __ 

I met him twice on. the same day. First I met him at the inmates* work- 
shop where comrade Nguyen, one of the educators at the camp was showing us 
around . His name was Dao Tuan Dung, and his family lived in La Thanh. He 
was in charge of the group of carpenters and blacksmiths. He showed us the 
"odiots SS £ his group: knivL, sickies, etc. Nov, on our second meeting, 

he was sitting in front of me. 

He was 28 years old, married, with two children. He had been arrested 
several times, and the last time, for selling illegal merchandise. 

He started: getting into trouble at the age of fifteen when his family came 
to settle in Thanh Hoa, Ha Tay. He cut classes and went gambling. Even when 
he was a child, he was already ensnared by money. He lied to his father to 
have some money. He was always hanging around with a group of mischief mak 
and they spent their time gambling, or drinking in a cafe, smoking cigarettes 
or eating candies. This gradually became a habit, an increasing need: he had 
to drink the finest coffee, smoke filter-tip cigarettes, eat deluxe candies, 
and also dress fashionably... All that Dung had in mind was money. 


Once Dung was detained for a week at Don Da police station. As soon as 
he was released, he and his accomplice robbed people on a tram... 

The three years that he spent at TK correctional camp have helped Dung 
to reform himself. After his release, he went to work for a movie production 
firm and also took courses at Vocational School No. 4. He graduated from 
school and got a job at Bach Mai:. airport . During this time, he got married, 
had children, and was settling down. But again, for the sake of money, e 
left this quiet life. This time he wanted more: watches, foreign cigarettes... 

He hung out in Giam Market, train stations, flea markets, Dong Xuan; he tried 
to make all kinds of deals, and there he met people like Tuan, Cuong, etc. 

The more money he made, the more he spent. And the more he spent, the more 
he wanted. Like an ephemerid attracted to light, he was attracted to money 
and to all the pleasures it can buy. He was dealing in all sorts of illegal 
merchandise. He said to the cadre: . . 


—I was arrested on August 1, 1980, when I was selling bicycle tires 
downtown 332 illegally, near Hang Co station. And I was sent here on Sep- 
tember 17, 1980. 

He told me about life at the camp, about the correctional officers who, 
with a lot of patience, have been helping him for the past two years to be- 
come an honest worker again. 

— In the first few months, I felt like I was cruelly punished: I was 

sent away from the capital and forced to work. I hated everybody. But, 
gradually, through their own example, the cadres have shown me the value of 
an honest and frugal life. They have made me realize things that I never . 

thought of before I have learned to like working, and I have been trained 

here to be a carpenter and a blacksmith. As you can see, I am now in charge 
of the carpenters and blacksmiths ' workshop. I have learned here a new way 
of life: to find true happiness in leading an honest life and avoiding 

excessive self-indulgence. I think that if we fail to learn this important 
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lesson, we would be unable later to withstand temptations and we would make 
*th6 same mistakes again. 

—What do you plan to do after you finish serving your sentence here? 

I asked. 


Dung hesitated and finally said: 


—I have many things to do. But first, I will try my best to make it up 
to society and to my family for my past mistakes. # I have 

and I don't worry about finding a job. The most important thing for me is 
Tot L forget the lessons I have learned here and make the same errors again. 


2 (2856) NO. 50 Tien Phong 
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'LIFE AT TAN LAP CORRECTIONAL CAMP 


- The inmates 

- The guards, instructors and educators 

- Issues raised 


We arrived at the prison camp. In front of us was a wall W1 ^ b ^® d 
vire and a watchtower. It was a winter morning in central Viet Nam. The area 
was desolated and the cold wind was blowing. The big gate opened. As soon as 
we were inside, everyone exclaimed: 


—What beautiful flowers! 


Colonel Bui Van Chieu, the superintendent of the camp who was showing us 
around, nodded his head: 

A young inmate took care of these flowers. His family, who live in 

Ngo Ha, came to visit and brought him some seeds. And that is why now we have 
flowers in our camp all your round. 


Next to the flower-beds, there were a vegetable garden and a few papaya 
trees and banana-trees... To the right was the carpenters’ workshop. Then 
there was the blacksmiths' workshop, and we could hear the hammers clanging 
on the anvil. 


Then there wp.s another wall, beyond which were the inmates' living quar 
ters. The walls were whitewashed, with bars on the windows. There were flowers 
in front of each house. There were nice posters on the walls, with unique 
slogans such as: "Sleep well at night, work hard during the day, . ( ? lean II 

rooms make our camp beautiful," or "Work to improve our living conditions. 

The comrade accompanying us continued his explanations: 


We have in this camp the toughest elements, those who committed the 

worst crimes, all the gang leaders. These are the people you just saw planting 
vegetables inside the camp. The others can go out the camp and work in the^ 
fields, picking tea-leaves, or work as carpenters, construction laborers... 

Only the trustworthy ones can out alone into the jungle to cut wood, or mm 
the buffaloes by themselves , without the guards . . . 

We could not help exclaiming: 

— This is a very open prison camp! 

Yes, answered one of the young comrades. Very open, in both the 

literal and the figurative sense. 

Thinking of what I was told once, I said: 

—How could it be like that? Aren't these people, who have committed 
crimes , supposed to be harshly punished? 

Colonel Chieu had an indulgent smile: 
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—Even a few of us still have this wrong conception. But first, I would 
like to introduce you to the inmates; 80 % aTe young people. 

We talked to Le Quoc Khanh, 21, who used to live on Ly Nam De Street. 

Khanh looked extremely young; he was fair-skinned and had ^^ ^eeks 
was a tenth-grade student and obviously very boisterous. Khanh had a ho 1 ®. 111 
his right ear-lobe (for earrings?). His mother was a medical doctor and his 
fathe/a cadre, both retired. We asked him what he thought of this prison 

camp. 

-I came here in May 1982. First, I had to learn the regulations of the 
camp. I listed all the bad things I had done and pledged to follow the four 
golden rules of behavior: to realize my mistakes and try to warn J r ^ nd J ho 
are still on the outside; to educate myself politically; to work hard, and 
?o abide by the rules of ’the camp. I am now with the group of farmers During 
the three years I'm going to be here, I want to learn a trade that suits me 
better Hovever, in the fields, I work as hard as anyone else In this camp, 
each person receives a set of clothes, a blanket, and a mosquito-net but I 
have asked for permission to use the blanket and the mosquito-net that my 
ly sent me . . . 

Have you ever been mistreated? Tell me. 

—Being convicted for the first time, I was very scared before coming 
here. The word "prison" made me shiver. But when we left Ho a Lo and crossed 
Long Bien bridge r some of the people who had been convicted many times before 
exclaimed joyfully: "Tan Lap Camp!" I realize here what a reeducation camp 
is. Above all, the cadres are very compassionate and humane. Most ’ 

about my age. Many times I have seen them gather with inmates and talk about 
Hanoi. They play ball with us... My only goal now is to reform myself. 

Tran Dinh Lien, called Binh, 2k, who used to live in Kim Lien, was another 
inmate here. He had been convicted before and had spent time at Camp 6 and 
Ba Sao Camp. Now he was serving a sentence at Tan Lap Camp. He had * mpro ^ 
himself and was chosen by the inmates of this camp to be on the Emulation Group. 

Lien told us : * 

We form different groups and choose our own leaders... Once a year, all 

the inmates meet together to set their goals and elect a new group. This group 
has the responsibility for checking up on everyone, reminding us to abide by 
the regulations, educate ourselves, work hard, follow the rules 0 , 

maintain order. We help keep the goods sent to inmates by their families and^ 
let them use the goods a little at a time. If the inmates took these goods all 
at once to their rooms where there are many other inmates, there would be a 
lot of problems. The main function of our group is to rate the inf ates ® acn 
month according to their progress: excellent, average, or poor. Those wo 
have made excellent progress will be rewarded, and the best reward is that they 
can see their families more often and longer. 

Nguyen Van Viet, 22, was another inmate of the camp. When we talked to 
him, he acted dumb, but actually he was sly as a fox. His nickname was Foxy 
Viet." He escaped 18 times from Agricultural School No. 1 (a school for 
young delinquents about 2 kilometers from Tan Lap Camp). Viet had alrea y 
tried to escape from the camp three times. We asked him: 
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How were you punished each time, after^you tried to escape? 

"Foxy Viet "answered: 

—The cadreswere very kind to me, and I was detained in a private cell 
for 7 days. Only those who fight with the guards to escape are detained for 
lit days. To he detained in a private cell is a sort of punishment for 
of progress. Therefore, the superintendent of the camp could propose to hig 
authorities to extend the sentence. Nobody wants this to happen; nei 
do I. 

This was the end of our visit with the inmates of Tan Lap Camp. No "^~ 
think back of "Foxy Viet," "Talkative Ha," Khanh "In ^ons and realize that 
ve can no longer just keep those who have gone astray in prison as long as pos 
sible and punish them harshly to make them pay for their crimes agains _ 
ciety. But how can we educate or reform them? Will we be able to obtain any 
results? Now a great many young people commit the same crimes again as soon 
as they are released from the camp. 

First, we have to review what has been achieved sofar. Actually, the cadres 
at Tan Lap Camp have been quite successful at their work, especially e young 
cadres who have never received any formal training m pedagogy. They succeed 
in directing many ruthless and depraved individuals who have committed numerous 
crimes against society. These comrades watch over the inmates and supervise 
theS work over 500 hectares are planted to improve the inmates’ living con- 
ditions at the camp. They are also educators responsible for reforming e 
inmates so that they can become honest people, go back to their families, 
resume their place in society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been rehabilitated and released from the camp 
thanks to the efforts of all the cadres at Tan Lap. These cadres ^ re ^ e 
workers with hands of gold. They also have hearts of gold. Many families wil 
be for ever grateful to these comrades. This is the answer to the question 
whether or not we can succeed in reforming people who have committed crimes. 

How about the methods of reeducation? 

The answer is given by Lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen. Although still young, 
he has been working at Tan Lap Camp for 17 years. He was successively an 
intelligence agent, an instructor, a production leader, and now chief of the 
educational group at Tan Lap Camp. Aware of the difficulty in reforming the 
inmates, he has been observing them closely and has gained valuable expe 
rience. He said: 

The essential thing is that we have to be fully aware of our responsi- 
bility and believe in the inmates' capability to redeein themselves . We say 
to each other: the inmates are "spoiled" but not "lost." 

Vu Xuan emphasized humanity and love. He said: 

These ruthless individuals, who were used to tough street life and 

robbing people at the point of a knife, can only be reached through their . 
hearts. After many discussions, the cadres at Tan Lap came to the conclusion 
that to use physical punishment would not help to bring the offenders back 
to their senses and would only prove to be a totally ineffective method of 
re form. 
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A very effective educational method is to set an example. For J*°®® in 
a correctional camp, it is even more important- to give them a concrete ex- 

corrupted? V ^Honesty islhe' Ws r/kl^mSe^coesalnTforrning the 
inmates . 

Many people have tried unsuccessfully to bribe the cadres. To gi^ ® 
well-known example, one inmate named Nguyen Due Lam had secretly ep 
rSlfw^ch T violation of camp rules that forbid inmates to have on them 
a gold w » . . t Lam confessed that he had tried, during the 

whole ’year' " to’ "buy" a cadre with this gold watch. However, all the cadres 
I^kifd^t “iso^ery strict; they arc accustomed to a frugal life and are 
not tempted by other people's worldly possessions. Finally, Lam had to 
in his watch to be sent back to his family* 

How is the concept of reeducation through work applied at Tan Lap Camp? 

The inmates are reeducated by laboring m the fl ® dds ’ P • ^s^carnenters 
making bricks, serving as construction workers blacksmiths carpenters... 

Thev gradually become accustomed to working, and this is the f ? 

Serf St Section, ihey will realise the value of work, the inhumanity of 
robbing their fellowmen. Many inmates who have been released are making a 
living from the trades that they learned in the camp. 

The inmates '• families as well as the local authorities are also called 
nnnn to suDtiort the efforts to reform inmates. The Bureau m charge 01 
prison campsunder the Interior Department has provided Tan Lap with two movie 
projectors, and the inmates can see two movies a month. The camp is also 
Snipped with many television sets and a 10-kilometer-long radio wire with 
a small speaker for each room. The inmates are supplied with enough bo 
newspapers, and magazines. We said: 

—We have not met all the inmates’ needs, but we have done our best to 
carry out the humanitarian goals of our Party and Country. 

In our discussions with the authorities at Tan Lap Camp, one comrade m 
our group said: 

We are very touched by your efforts. As one inmate said while being 

released to Vu Xuan Nguyen, chief of the educational board at the 

"After serving our time here, we go back home to our families, but the cadres 

are the ones who stay here for ever..." 

There are still many issues that need attention. What are these 
First of all, reforming the offenders is an extremely diffic as . 

police are entrusted with this task. But to carry it out, ey nee 
full support of many other departments and organizations: youth, schools, 
public health, unions, culture, sports... 

Work training plays an important part in education. Most of the in- 
mates here come from the city. Therefore, we need to set up in each camp 
a vocational school with instructors to teach them a trade so that they can 
easily find a job when they get out. When the offenders have served their 
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sentence and are released, their only desire is to get a. job allowing them 
to continue improving themselves and not to Tre treated with prejudice or 
rejected. 


The correctional camps have a very important role to play in our society 
We have to support the efforts made by the comrades in these camps so that 
they can carry out their difficult task. We have to give our love to these 
young people who are "spoiled" but not "lost" and help them become honest 

citizens . 


Those are the things we want to say to the dedicated cadres, as well as 
to the people in the camps who are trying to reform themselves for a new 
and "better life. 


Picture: Mai Nam 

Inmates are learning how to s£w 
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A NH slnh'raVi* lbh len b 
mOt ling yen sing 
n^oyt thinh Hi' N 0 ». 
Thu 6 nhb anh ,rflt me 
(Jqc truyBn, nhBt li . truyBn 
• tinh- bio Nh&ng chiin' ciog 
! tliam ling- cua ngubl chifin 
si an ninh dB cyin hut anh. 

! Anh. mo ubc sou niy cOng 
.trb thinh mOt chiBn sT.on 
. ninh lim uhung cing vl$c Am 
; thBm nhung dBy hfip dfin. Bbl 
, vAy sau.khl hoc hfit phi thing 
anh xln vio nginh cing on 
’.vbfhy vQng thyc hiyn ubc 
ma anh.. vfin . hfing, im Bp. 

- Nhung oil oimthay, sau khl 
hoc Truing c&nh sit ra, 

• onh dupe phin cing vfe nhOn 
■ cing tic 6 mOt Phbng bio v$ 
phbng chiy, QhOa cbiy. Anh 
cbn tlang bb ngb vbl cing 
’ viyc mbl mi fiy fhl thing 
7-1Q7B dupe BO difiu dOng vS 
. trai Tin L$p. Byn bi c 6 
ngubl n 6 » dba virl onh : « Bfiy 
' gib thl ciu c 6 dtfiu ki$n di 
thuc hl^n ubc ma, cing viOc- 
.b lrpi hBn cilng ly ky hip 
“tiAn vi b d&y tip trungnhiCu • 
toy « ying hbng hoo han»,. 
/Vnh k ht>ng tin nhung cOn*.-. 
tiio hire. Nhfin quyet djnh. 
onli khoic ba lb lin iryl ngay, 

. cOng chAng kip ghi qua nhi. 

Qua ihOt, cbng viOc b tryl . 

' day mbi mi di cuOn hut anh. 
Tir nho anh sing b nbng 
thOn, tubi > tho anh gin lien 
v 6 i cai ling qui nhi bi ven 
• sing, onh ij ci djp ra thinh 
phi, anh khing liip. xuc 'vbi 
cube sing in io b thinh *ph 6 
bno gib. Viy mibiy gib anh 
VUhV ei trt»eh nht^pv t\u»n ty 


glio dye mOt dil tupng mi 
vbianh-thAl li xa la. HO li 
nhbng ngubi mic nhifiu lam 
Ibl do cuOc sing quen * r .hubng 
thy mi khing chiu lao dOng. 
Phfin ding hp li ngubl sing 
0 thinh phi. hp lung giy ra 
bao chuyOn phl&n toil cho 
nhOng ngubi luang thiOn. 
Trich nhiCm cua anh li giao- 
dycltp trb thinh ngubl luang 
thiOn. Cing vl$c By dil vbl 
i anh thyc li n$ng h 6 , mOt 
ph&ndo anh cin. tri tu 6 l, it ; 
kinh nghiOm. mOt khic ba 
muai -. trai vifin cua - dOl'anh. 
quan iy khing it ngubl di 
tbng « n 6 i tlfing mOt thbl ».b 
dBt Hi NOl. C 6 nhbng lOo 
anh tubng nhu bBt lye trubo 
nhbng ki khing. chiu hit cii. 

. Nhung anh di kiin trl gBp gb 

gpl lyt tilth cim dB nguOl 
lynh trong ling hp, glxtp hp ; 
trb ly! vbi cuOc sing luang 
thi$n. Trong d0« cb Cliu Xufln 
Tic li mOt thanh niin mbi 
lbni . Tic can tOi *trOm efip 
, nhiBu lin. dupe dua lin trpi. 

N Tic sp tb vige cuic dfit dSn 
lim cb rau. Khing chiu dupe 

-.nhung k h6 khfln vfl^lnh hoyt, 

• Tic di nhieu lin bin vbl * 
; Cubhg tlm cich trin tryi. 
Biet dupe y dinh di cua 
Tic. anh dB nhiiu l&n khuyin * 
Tic yin tim cii too. Nhung 
Tic ngoan co khing nh(ln. cho 
dfin mpt him ra ding lum„ 
Tic dB Ipi dyng chi r$m rap 
di lin trin. Do tinh thin 
conh giac ccro, nin khi vuo 
thoy mBl hut bing Tic, anh 
di phit hiCn vi.truy tim 
dvr»c. Nhumt khOnc vi 


thi mi anh thinh ■ klin vbl 
Tic. Tril lyl anh cing gftn 
gui tlm hiiu them hoin cinh 
gia dlnh cua Tic. 

- (Xem ti£p trang3) 


Anh dub! t Bubt sink hoat 
vin h$a cua cac chiin si 
c6ng an trai cat tao Tan 
’ Up. . 

Anh : MAI NAM 


' Tinh dfin ngiy 23-loSSte. nhi miy iig^fhihh Cing 
(thinh phi Hi Chi Minh) NKhoin Uiifrfrvupt muc kfi 
hopch Nhi nubc nBm I 982 , d^vdi*pt: 3.41)1.033 mil vul. 
vupt ki hoych dy djnh 104 ph&n^Vim. Hon 2 thing cuii 
nBm cbn lyi nhi miy nhi>^ft the^NoO.OOO mil vil nbq. 

Trong phong trio thMlua sil nil a"dh4.miy, cb 2G Cloon 
vien vi thanh nien>4toin thinh vupt Njuc -ki hoych tu 2 
thing trb len.C^tt doin vien (inh. tir T*A» x *ang pnAI) : 
Li Thl BaphT'Hue, Phym Th| Hoing. HuynTSThi Lio, Le 
Th| Sb IfnhOng chlin si thl dua ciia nhi mfly^dB vupt 
\ke hoych tb 2 thing 15 ngiy din 3 thing 5 ngiy^s^ 
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CONG VI$G THAM LANG 


(Ti^p theo trang 1) 

giura anh vA TAc khdng cdn JA 
kshoAng ,oach xa vW nua. Tac 
<J8 chju nghe theo Wri anh vA dA 
bd hAn y dinh tiSp tyc tr6n try. 
Cang tu dd Tac co nhifcu bi€n 
chuyfen tdt vA dfi tn!r thAnh m$t 
tr^l vlfen khA trong dpi N 

Cung cd khl anh gAP nhiirog 
trudmg hyp thpt kho xu nhung 
anh xur ly khAo lAo nhu trudrng hyp 
Phan VAn Thin. Thin cGng can t$i 
trbm cSp. VAo tr*l Thin khdng 
chiu cA> tpo, dAc bi*t Thin rAt 
ltrftri lno dOng let rAt thu do?n. 
Nhi&u h6m vira xudng rugng Thin 
dS keu dau byng. Anh phai glAl 
quyAt cho Thin- nghl chd. 

Nhung anh coi nhu khong biet 
Thin dm vfr. anh An cSn hoi lham 
b?nh tinh. bdi Thin co cAn thudc 


gi khdng. Vi nhifeu lAn nhAc nhd 
Thin thAy rd trach nhi?m cua 
minh. Thin mudn cAi tyo tdt, mudn 
ch6ng duac trfr vfe vdi gia dlnh 
thl phii tich cue lao d$ng. Thin 
thAy can b$ khdng xa lAnh; minh,- 
lai c6n ddn hdi han khuyen nhu 
ndn dAn dSn tlch eye lao d$ng- 
C 6 bi£t bao chuyen tvorng ty nhu 
th6 dA xAy ra.flr d$i anh quan ly, , 
nhung chuypn cy th& Ay d* gdp 
them vAo kinh nghl?m giAo dye 
nhung kd» lAm ldl- 

Khl c6 gia dlnh trai vien cua 
ddi anh len thfim ngudrl thftn. 
anh g$P trao ddi bin v<W gia 
dlnh ddng viftn ngudi thin ydn 
tSra. cAi t^a Cung edn gia dlnh 
co vi$c lAm chua t6t. ChAng han 
me cua Nguyfin VAn Cudng len 
thAm con, da tlm, cAch g$p rieng 
anh t$ng qua^vA y6u cAu anh can 


gl thl gia dlnh sAn sang giup du. 
Anh kifen quyAt tir chdi vi nhAc 
nhdr tryi vidn khdng duyc d6 gia 
dlnh lira vice dd. Chinh tir nhirng 
hAnh ddng th&ng thAn Ay md trai 
vidn trong ddi cAng quy phyc anh 

h °Nhi6u tr?d vidn trong d$i anh 
quin ly do oil too. tdt, duoc tri 
vd v6i gia dlnh dA vlAt thu thAm 
hdi cAm an anh. Anh tAm *v : 
«Hp 1A nhiimg nguiri lAm ldi, nhung 
khdng vl tdi l&i cua hp mA xa lanh 
thvi ghdt hp. Nguac lai P™ 1 
gQi dpng vidn hp. Mu6n cAm hoa, 
thuydt phyc hp khdng cd bl quyet 
nAo khAc ngoAi tlnh thuang..PhAi 
thuang yeu gAn gui_ hp, giup hp 
Virat qua dupe nhung myc cam 
tdi ldi dA trd thAnh nguW luang 
thien...*)*. s 

Nhung ai b trpi nAy dA vA dang 
dupe anh giAo dye hAn khdng the 
quen anh — Nguyfin Trung TJ'djih* 
can bd quAn giAo phan trpi K 5 trpl 
• TAn T.^n. 

Chu Thiiy Hoa, 


lll-vloufi . ciii .Mguyen wgpc 
8irang, blthuDoAn phufimg 10, ndi — Mdi nAm/ 
cnhng tdi md vAl dpt hpc cho nhung anjf 
chiN™ n^y. C 4 n bO Doan 
v<W &ig an, phy nu, chinh quyfen giAngrgiAl 
dho <*» 601 b| du rd cAc chu truang, 

chinh «ato, phip luit cua nh 6m 

hlnh nhii\vq cua flib P h ^ n ® 'J* S 

cua nguM ^banh nien hipn nay^LAni P 
did, cd difcu htfn quan ly, ^ 
bidn cua mdi hfirtri ; anh chi- qm 
mdc cAm 1 A ng 5 d b* cAl tpo, No dd ed gAng 
tigp thu vA tiAn 1 ^. Nhunj/i 

tdi kito tri ddng VtaTdi hA ^ng thM 

vide hpc, chung tdi hiS^g/ho hp nhung vice 
lAm tdy theo khA ninXjfta mdi n^rdl ah 
gi<W thidu vAo lAra b cAC^bOP - ^ cxi \ f? h ^ 
hoic fli hoc nghS. V* T t^t^* ^ 

,h»nh nlen Mt / ^ ph#n X 
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Ti/ Giup ion. • 

Phons si 48 j>^wSnTo^le^ 

6Adt 2 l jiing 14 xin dpc: 

■A ElAyKu (Gia Lai— Kon. Tumr^d^ 
yJLfgop 25.000 ddng tlAn mAt^v 
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'frong ngfty liOm 
ift tfti dft gOp onh t 
Lftn dfiu.Iuc d&ng cl 
eftn bO phv trfteh 
cuo troi. dua chi 
Ihflm khu sAn xufll 


chinli 1ft gid oftyr, onh d 
ng.M trudc mftt tOi. 

Dfiy Ift mOl thanh- nifin 
miral tftm tudi. da mOt 
hnl con, b| bftt nifty l5n 
lun cu61 cftng Ift trong 
: trudng hpp bubn* bftn I 
gian Iftn: 

CuOc ddi hu hong ciia 
bftt dftu td nflm mudi 
tudi, khi dl S9 tftn dr Tl 
Oai, HA T Ay', tit nhdng r 
trfln hQC di dftnh dfto an I 
DOng tifin, ngoy tir tftm 
d& ihftnh ma lye dfli 
DOng. * DQng ndl ddl bO. 
tifin.MQt nh6m ban bft xfiu 
v drl DOng nhir hlnh vdri b 
Hdt sftt phot nheu.lfti kftor 
sft vfto hftng quftn. MOt « 
nude. mOt didu thuftc, 


mOt diftu thtidc dflu Iqc, r6i 
mOt chide bftnhngot dftl tiln, 
r&l lal cOn nhQng kftu gpi cua 


phftn nfto Ihirc tinh DOng. 


Cudng. C6 tiftn, Ifti an udng. 
lyi mua aftm. Cftng tiOu tiftn 
la i cftng thftm khftt dOng tifcn. 
DOng tifcn vft mQi khftt khao 
hudng loc dfr kfto n hftng con 
thiftu thfln nfty di kiftm. di 
lung bfing dugre dft inpi thvr 
hung gian iftu... 

Thua . eftn ' bO. U>i bt 

. bftl ngfty l-8-l?)B0 16c dang 
‘ giftng co mua bftn dr dftu ph6 
332 gftn ga Hftng Co mftl sd 
lip xe dpp vft duqrc tftp Irung 
Iftn^dfly ti> ngfty 17*0-1880... 

. Anh ta kft vdi chung tbi 
• cube sdng b trai.kft vd nhO’ng 
ngirdri eftn bO quon gifto da 
kiCn trl hern^ hai nflm nay 
giup anh irfr vft v6i cul)c 
sdog Jao dOng ■ 

— ...NhOng ngfty lhang dftu. 
LOi eftm thfiy b| xa thft dO. bi 
bftt buOc lao dOng Iftdfty <3 pa. 
TOieflm glftntftt eft mpi ngodi. 
Nhung rdl ngfty mOt ngfty 
hoi, bftng ihfti dO kiftn quyftt, 

. hftng nhdng Idi doy bfto, 
khu yen nhu chfln tinh. bftng 
ngay cuOc *0ng lhanh d$in 
nhung trong sftng yft vui tuai 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0209 90 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0209 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN 

SUBCAMP K-1, TAN LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN 1977 AND 1980 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DO I 


770000-800000 


SOURCE: <3 SOURCE IS AN ODP 

BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 
FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-1, TAN LAP 
VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7700 - 8000. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE ONLY KNEW THAT THE TAN LAP 

CAMP WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE AND THAT IT TOOK ABOUT 
THREE HOURS BY VEHICLE TO REACH THE AM THUONG TRAIN 
STATION. 


2. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM HAD SIX SUBCAMPS 

DESIGNATED K-1 THROUGH K-6. K-6 HELD SOME FORMER RVN 

COMMANDOS (BIET KICH). ACCORDING TO CAMP RUMOR, K-1 AND 
K-2 FORMERLY HELD DEPENDENTS OF THOSE WHO COLLABORATED 
WITH THE FRENCH AND EVEN SOME FRENCH OFFICERS. THERE 
WERE MUONG, NUNG AND HMONG ETHNIC MINORITIES LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF K-2 AND K-4. THE VIETNAMESE LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF TAN LAP WERE PREDOMINATELY CATHOLIC. ALL 
SERIOUS MEDICAL CASES WERE SEEN AT THE DISPENSARY IN K-5. 

3. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
SOURCE WAS EMPHATIC THAT DUE TO THE ABILITY OF THE 
INMATES TO COMMUNICATE AMONG THEMSELVES, THE FACT THAT 
THEY WERE TRANSFERRED AMONG THE SUBCAMPS, AND THE FACT 
THERE APPEARED TO BE NO ''SECRET" DETENTION FACILITY 
THERE, SOURCE WAS CONFIDENT THERE WAS NO AMERICAN HELD IN 
TAN LAP WHILE HE (SOURCE) WAS THERE OR HE WOULD HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT IT. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS GENERALLY NONCOMMUNICATIVE 

AND DECLINED TO FILL OUT A QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ABOVE 
INFORMATION IS ALL THAT RO COULD ELICIT FROM SOURCE ON 
TAN LAP. 



DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/ PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES- 


#3982 
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ENVELUFK ^ 

CDSN = LGX932 MCN = 90022/06194 TOR = 900220902 


HEADER 

R 220902Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA. WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUE AMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC' 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 220857Z JAN 90 

FM USD AO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA // 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, 

INFO RUE A DWW / WH I TEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA // 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA // 

RUHQHQA /USC INCP AC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 

BT 

CONTROLS 




SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 03974 




THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0210 90 


/*********** this IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0210 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE 

TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN SEP 77 AND FEB 82 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 










DOI: 


770900-820200. 


SOURCE: ^ /SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7709 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE REEDUCATION CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. FROM K-5 IT WAS EIGHT HOURS WALK TO 
BEN NGOC (A LANDING ON THE SONG HONG). FROM BEN NGOC IT 
WAS FOUR HOURS FURTHER TO THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION. 

2. . ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 

FIVE SUB-CAMPS KNOWN AS K-1 THROUGH K-5. K-1 AND K-5 

WERE BUILT BY THE FRENCH AND WERE THE MOST SECURE. THE 
OTHER SUB-CAMPS WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 TO ACCOMMODATE 
FORMER RVN OFFICIALS. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE ADMINISTERING 
AND GUARDING THE CAMP WERE UNRECALLED. TOTAL POPULATION 
OF K-1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES. 

3 . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. NEARLY ALL OF 
SOURCE'S INCARCERATION AT TAN LAP WAS SPENT IN SUB-CAMP 
K-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTIONS BELOW WILL REFER TO K-1 
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. THE COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE 
ABOUT 200 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A FIVE 
METER HIGH BRICK WALL. INSIDE THIS WALL WERE TWO 
SEPARATE WIDE COILS OF BARBED WIRE. THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEST WALL. THE SOUTHERN 
HALF OF THE COMPOUND CONTAINED SEVERAL ROWS OF DETENTION 
HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIMENSION. THE FIRST TWO 
ROWS OF DETENTION HOUSES ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERING THE 
MAIN GATE WERE MADE OF BRICK WITH CORRUGATED METAL 
ROOFING. THESE TWO WERE REFERRED TO AS THE SPECIAL 
DETENTION HOUSES. THEY WERE USED PRIMARILY TO HOLD THOSE 
CONSIDERED MOST DANGEROUS TO THE COMMUNISTS RATHER THAN 
BEING USED PRIMARILY AS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION. THOSE 
HELD IN THIS AREA WERE CHAPLAINS, MILITARY SECURITY 
SERVICE. AND INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE REMAINDER OF 



THE DETENTION HOUSE WERE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 19T5 OF WATTLE 
WITH THATCHED ROOFS. THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE COMPOUND 
WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINING THE MEETING 
HOUSE, ASSEMBLY FIELD, DISPENSARY, CADRE ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDINGS, GREEN VEGETABLE GARDEN AND WATER CISTERN. THE 
TWO ROWS OF SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES WERE SEPARATED FROM 
THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSES BY A FENCE. ALL THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE IN TURN FENCED OFF FROM THE ADMIN COMPOUND. 
THERE WAS A GATE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH FENCE OF THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS FROM THE ADMIN 
COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
REGULAR DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS INTO THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION AREA. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN MAKING BRICKS, COOKING, AND DOING BLACKSMITH AND 
CARPENTRY CHORES. THOSE INMATES IN THE SPECIAL DETENTION 
AREA WERE ASSIGNED LABOR DUTIES INSIDE THE MAIN COMPOUND. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE 
0600 EAT BREAKFAST ' 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS, 

COMMENCE LABOR 

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
1600 RETURN TO CAMP 
1700 EAT SUPPER 

1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
2100 SLEEP 


6. INMATE POPULATION. NINETY PERCENT OF THE 
INMATES WERE FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS. THE REMAINDER WERE 
FORMER NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS, RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES 
AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THE FOLLOWING OTHER INMATES WERE 
RECALLED— 

- COL LE DINH LUAN, COMMANDER UNIT 101 

- COL DUONG KY, DIRECTOR PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS 

- COL PHAN PHAT HUONG, DIRECTOR CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS 
INMATES WORE DARK GREY OR DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 
MADE OF "NAM DINH" CLOTH. 

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN , 

CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 1 
SOURCE WAS CERTAIN THERE WERE NO AMERICANS HELD IN K-1 . 

TAN LAP DURING HIS STAY THERE. EVEN THOUGH THOSE IN THE 
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SPECIAL DETENTION AREA WERE GENERALLY SEPARATED FROM THE 
REST, INMATES IN BOTH SECTIONS HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO TALK 
AMONG THEMSELVES. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 


ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/ PW-M IA: 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING . , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH , 1 PG, 1 CY 

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO , JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 


#3974 


NNNN 














ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX483 MCN = 89313/12713 TOR = 893130803 


HEADER 

R 090802Z NOV 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUE ALGX /SAFE 
R 090755Z NOV 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUE ADWW / WH I TEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC ' 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 62772 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0116 90 

/*#»*******# THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0116 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K1, 

TAN LAP, VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN APR AND OCT 
1977 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOT: ~ 770400 - 771000. 


SOURCE: SOURCE IS AN 

ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM APR TO OCT 77- SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 


TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS— 
VJ8678// MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48- 
10 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SIX SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K1 TO K6. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 40 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP . POPULATION OF THE 
CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 4,000 INMATES. 


3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K1 TAN LAP 

COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 100 METERS ON A SIDE. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL WITH 
A 1.5 METER BARBED WIRE STEEL POST EXTENSION ON TOP. THE 
MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAST WALL. 
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. AFTER 
ENTERING THE GATE, ONE FOUND THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND 
TO BE A SPACIOUS ASSEMBLY FIELD. A 15 BY 20 METER 
MEETING ROOM MADE OF WOOD WITH A THATCHED ROOF WAS 
LOCATED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND. IN THE MIDDLE, 
CLOSE TO THE WEST WALL, WAS THE DISPENSARY AND THE 
CRIMINAL INMATE KITCHEN. IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED 10-12 DETENTION HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE ROOFS. ABOUT 8 BY 20 
METERS IN DIMENSIONS, THE DETENTION HOUSES ACCOMMODATED 
ABOUT 200 INMATES EACH. INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT 
WERE TWO SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES THAT COULD HOLD 10 
PRISONERS IN EACH HOUSE. OUTSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE 
SEVERAL OTHER STRUCTURES THAT SERVED AS THE FAMILY 
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' VISITATION HOUSE, CAMP ADMIN OFFICES, AND SECURITY 
OFFICE. MOST OF THE ADMIN BUILDINGS WERE OF BRICK WITH 
TILE ROOFS. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PRISON WAS BUILT 
SOMETIME IN THE 1960'S. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. UNITS WERE FURTHER DIVIDED INTO 
TEAMS OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. WORK ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
BY UNIT OR TEAMS DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS. 


6 . 


SCHEDULE. 

0600 - 

0700 

WAKE UP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE, MUSTER 

— 


EAT 

0700 - 

1130 

LABOR DUTIES 

1130 - 

1300 

RETURN TO CAMP, EAT, REST 

1300 - 

1700 

CONTINUE WORK 

1730 - 

1930 

STOP WORK, EAT DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 

— 


SESSIONS, PLAN NEXT DAY'S WORK 

2100 


SLEEP 

7. 


INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE ESTIMATED TO 


BE NEARLY 4,000 INMATES, MOSTLY MILITARY OR CIVILIAN 
OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER REGIME. OVER 200 OF THE 
POPULATION WERE NOfiTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. SOURCE 
RECALLED COL TO VAN VAN 60 YOA A FORMER PROVINCE CHIEF, 
COL DANG VAN SON, 65 YOA, CHIEF OF G-5, JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF (DIED IN CAMP), AND NATL POLICE CAPT LAI VAN LAM, 

47 YOA, NATL POLICE COMMANDER AT SONG PHA TO BE 
PERSONALITIES AMONG THE INMATE POPULATION. 

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 

ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. DUE TO HIS RELATIVELY 
SHORT STAY IN K1, SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO DRAW A SKETCH OF 
THIS COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HE PROVIDED ON SUBCAMP K5 
IS THE SUBJECT OF HR 6 024 0120 90. 
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ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX 633 MCN = 90023/13805 TOR = 900230926 


HEADER 

R 230926Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230905Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA // 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEK JCS/SECDEF WASHDC //OASD-ISA / PW-MIA / / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA // 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/. 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 



BT 

CONTROLS 

- SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04295 


THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0214 90 


/***********. THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0214 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-2 

TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 1978 AND DEC 80 



DOI 


780000-801200 


SOURCE: . SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY- .UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVIT MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-2 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 1978 UNTIL DEC 80. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO PLACE THE 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION EXCEPT THAT K-2 LAY ON A STREAM THAT 
EMPTIED INTO THE RED RIVER, AND WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. 
SOURCE COMMENTED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF ETHNIC 
MUONG, NUNG AND MEO PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA. THE 
ETHNIC VIETNAMESE WERE PRIMARILY CATHOLICS. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) UNDER 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. SUBCAMP K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY 
PSS 1LT NGUYEN VAN NAM. THE EDUCATIONAL CADRE WAS PSS 
SGT ( (LNU) ) QUANG. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF K-2 
WAS APPROXIMATELY 700 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-2 COMPOUND 
FORMED. A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. ABOUT 
THREE METERS AWAY FROM THE BAMBOO FENCE, INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND, WERE COILS OF CONCERTINA WHICH FORMED AN INNER 
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. 

'ENTERING THE MAIN GATE THERE WERE THREE LONG DETENTION 
HOUSES TO THE RIGHT AND TWO TO THE LEFT. THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE ABOUT 5 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND MADE OF 
WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFING. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND WERE A DISPENSARY, MEETING HOUSE, 

WATER CISTERN AND A DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE. 

SUBCAMP ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES, CADRE HOUSING, FAMILY 
VISITATION HOUSE, AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE 
LOCATED OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 
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PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 
ALSO WERE INVOL VED IN KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. ■ SCHEDULE. 

0530- AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, BREAKFAST. 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 

0700 COMMENCE LABOR 

1200 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 

1400 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 

1900 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 

2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL 
POLICE OFFICERS ACCOUNTED FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE 
INMATES. THERE WERE A FEW FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS AND 
RELIGIOUS PERSONALTIES AS WELL AS COMMON CRIMINALS. 
INMATES IN TAN LAP WORE DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 
WITH THE SUBCAMP NUMBER STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING ON 
THE BACKS OF THE SHIRTS. 

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS,. ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 


DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES . 
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PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERN I NO THE CRJAHIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CP AR ACTER 1 ST tCS Of THE E -2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN TEN HOA DISTRICT, VlNH PHU PROVINCE. 
ENCLOSURE. 
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SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K2 TO K7 WITH APPROXIMATELY 
60-70 OTHERS ON FOOT. THE 7-8 KILOMETER TRIP TOOK 
APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K7 
TO K5 IN A GROUP OF 15, WHO TRAVELED THE ONE KILOMETER 
DISTANCE ON FOOT. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K5 TO 
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THANH LAM CAMP IN A LARGE GROUP. SOURCE 1 GROUP TRAVELE0 
IN FOUR OR FIVE BUSES. 


MSGNO 



167 (PCXX) *10/14/87* *03:09:43-9.5* 

ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 87101402304306 


R 140341Z OCT 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 140241Z OCT 87 - 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW/ / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA/ / 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

RUM JUD / AMCONSUL UDORN 

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 

BT 



SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 


SUBJ : 
1 . 


L7014 


3562 OCT 87 

JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
PRISONERS PREVIOUSLY HELD IN SON LA 
SOURCE: 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 


SP 


NAME: SC. 

DOB: 

POB: 

FORMER POSITION: LTC ARVN, 

PRESENT LOCATION: 

IDENTIFICATION DATA: 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1977 

MAP USED: SHEETS 5951-1, 5951-4; 


SERIES 


I. DATE OF INTERVIEW: 16 SEP 87 

J. NAME OF INTERVIEWER: MR. G.E. BELL, GS-13, 


DOD 

2. SUMMARY: SOURCE, A 53 YOA MALE VM REFUGEE 

FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO THE RVNAF JGS J3, PROVIDED 
FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATION OF 
WRITING ON A PRISON WALL WHICH HE BELIEVES WAS MADE BY 
FOREIGN PRISONERS IN MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP SON LA 
PROVINCE. END SUMMARY. ' 


, 0016 



3. INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME 

DURING EARLY 1977, WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN 
MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP, SON LA PROVINCE, HE OBSERVED 
FOREIGN WRITING CARVED INTO A WALL. SOURCE STATED THAT 
SINCE SOME OF THE WRITING WAS OBVIOUSLY ENGLISH HE 
BELIEVED THAT U.S. POWS HAD BEEN HELD THERE PREVIOUSLY. 
SOURCE STATED THAT THE WRITING CONSISTED OF WHAT 
APPEARED TO HIM TO BE PERSONAL NAMES OF FORMER INMATES. 
SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL ANY OF THE NAMES WRITTEN 
ON THE WALL. SOURCE OPINED THAT THE NAMES HE SAW CARVED 
INTO THE WALL WERE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND 
FRENCH. SOURCE BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THE NAMES WERE 
THOSE OF FORMER THAI INMATES BUT THE NAMES WERE WRITTEN 
WITH ROMANIZED LETTERS RATHER THAN SANSKRIT . SOURCE SAW 
THE NAMES CARVED INTO A WALL OF A MASONRY/ROCK BUILDING 
OF SUB CAMP (PHAN TRAI) THREE OF MUONG THAI CAMP. 

4. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE ROUTE TAKEN BY HIM TO 

MUONG THAI CAMP AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE YEN BA I TRAIN 

STATION FOLLOW ROUTE 13A TO THE SONG DA RIVER FERRY 
CROSSING. AFTER CROSSING THE FERRY GO ACROSS NGHIA LO 
PROVINCE THROUGH DEO LUNG LO PASS TO THE MUONG COI ROAD 
JUNCTION. CONTINUE ON TO THE PHU YEN ROAD JUNCTION AND 
FROM THAT ROAD JUNCTION PROCEED STRAIGHT FOR THREE MORE 
KILOMETERS TO MUONG THAI CAMP (MWONGF THAIR). 

5. SOURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE CAMP 
HE AND OTHER INMATES WERE ISSUED TWO PRISON UNIFORMS 
EACH. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 
ISSUED DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS WHICH WERE CALLED 
"TU BINH A" (ASIAN POWS) UNIFORMS. THE ASIAN TYPE 
UNIFORMS WERE MADE FROM COTTON CLOTH AND WERE LOCALLY 
SEWN IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE ASIAN UNIFORMS HAD A 10 
CENTIMETER WIDE VERTICAL WHITE STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN DOWN 
THE BACK OF THE SHIRT AND A FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE 
VERTICAL STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN ON THE OUTSIDE OF EACH 
TROUSER LEG. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES WERE ISSUED 
ANOTHER TYPE OF UNIFORM WHICH WAS CALLED "TU BINH AU" 
(EUROPEAN/WESTERN POWS). THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WERE ALSO MADE OF COTTON BUT ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS 
WERE SEWN IN THE PRC. THE EUROPEAN UNIFORMS WERE A 
LIGHT BURGUNDY COLOR WITH FOUR TO FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE, 
VERTICAL STRIPES WHICH WERE DARK BURGUNDY IN COLOR. THE 
DARK BURGUNDY STRIPES WERE ACTUALLY WEAVED INTO THE 
CLOTH AT THE TIME OF MANUFACTURE RATHER THAN SEWN ON 
LATER. THE CLOTH USED FOR THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WAS OF NOTICEABLY BETTER QUALITY THAN THE CLOTH USED FOR 
THE ASIAN UNIFORMS. ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS THE 
EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ISSUED TO 
ALLIED (DONG MINH) POWS. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE 
NATIONALITIES OF THE "ALLIED" POWS BUT SPECULATED THAT 
SOME OF THEM WERE AMERICAN PILOTS. SOURCE BASED HIS 
SPECULATION ON THE FACT THAT THE UNIFORMS WERE IN NEW 
CONDITION. SOURCE ADDED THAT IF THE UNIFORMS HAD BEEN 



USED FOR DIEN BIEN PHU ERA "ALLIED" POWS THEY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN OVER 20 YEARS OLD AND NOT IN SUCH GOOD CONDITION. 


BT 

#5206 

NNNN 

NNDD 



PAGE 0013 


MSGNO 169 (PCXX) *10/14/87* *03:09:44.1.2* 

ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 87101402311977 


R 140341Z OCT 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 140241Z OCT 87. 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW/ / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT ’ 

EZ1 1 

SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

3562 OCT 87 

SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 

ALTHOUGH SOURCE BELIEVED THAT AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN HELD IN THE CAMP, HE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT 
AMERICANS BEING HELD THERE. EXCEPT FOR THE WRITING 
CARVED INTO THE WALL OF THE BUILDING WHERE HE WAS HELD, 

SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, 

PERSONAL EFFECTS, OR DEBRIS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN LEFT 
BEHIND BY ANY AM RICAN POWS. SOURCE DID OBSERVE ONE 
AIRCRAFT WING, APPROX SEVEN METERS IN LENGTH, WHICH WAS 
BEING USED AS A FOOT BRIDGE TO CROSS A STREAM APPROX TWO 
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE CAMP. SOURCE RECALLED THAT 
THE WING WAS SILVER/ ALUMINUM IN COLOR. SOURCE RECALLED 
HAVING OBSERVED A WHITE STAR PAINTED ON THE WING BUT DID 
NOT RECALL ANY NUMBERS OR OTHER MARKINGS. SOURCE 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN SEVERAL BOMB CRATERS AROUND MUONG 
THAI CAMP AND SPECULATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WING HAD COME 
FROM THE WRECKAGE OF A U.S. AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD BEEN SHOT 
DOWN WHILE BOMBING THE AREA DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID 
NOT HEAR ANY DETAILS CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF THE 
AIRCRAFT OR THE FATE OF THE CREW. SOURCE DID HEAR FROM 
LOCALS (U/I) IN THE AREA THAT THE CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN USED AS A WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PLANT. SOURCE 


ASSUMED THAT THE AREA HAD THEREFORE BEEN AN IMPORTANT 
TARGET FOR U.S. AIRCRAFT. 

6. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP WA 

SUBORDINATE TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE CAMP WAS 
GUARDED/ADMINISTERED BY AN ARMED PAVN FORCE COMMANDED BY 
A PAVN SR CPT (NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS A NATIVE OF 
NORTHERN VIETNAM AND QUITE TALL FOR A VIETNAMESE. THE 
CAMP DID HAVE A LETTER BOX NUMBER (LBN) BUT SOURCE WAS 
NOT ABLE TO RECALL THE NUMBER. SOURCE VAGUELY RECALLED 
THAT THE NUMBER WAS PRECEDED BY THE LETTERS ’’NT.” WHEN 
SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED IN THE AREA IN MID- 1976 HE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP SIX OF INTERCAMP TWO LOCATED NEAR THE MUONG CO I 
ROAD JUNCTION ON. HIGHWAY 13 - AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS 
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MUONG THAI CAMP WHICH _ 

CONSISTED OF SUB CAMPS ONE AND THREE. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP THREE ALONG WITH APPROX 500 OTHER INMATES WHO 
WERE FORMER. ARVN MILITARY OFFICERS WITH THE RANK OF LTC. 
SUB CAMP THREE WAS LOCATED ACROSS A SMALL HILL AND 
APPROX ONE KILOMETER FROM SUB CAMP ONE. SUB CAMP THREE 
HAD THREE MASONRY BUILDINGS WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT DURING 
THE FRENCH PERIOD. THE CAMP HAD SEVERAL THATCH 
BUILDINGS FOR CAMP CADRE WHICH WERE BUILT BY INMATES 
AFTER THEY ARRIVED IN THE AREA. THE CAMP HAD TWO 
KITCHENS FOR INMATES AND ONE FOR CADRE. A SMALL 
DISPENSARY WAS STAFFE$ BY INMATES WHO WERE FORMER ARVN 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL INCLUDING DR (LTC) TON THAT TUNG. THE 
CAMP ALSO HAD A SPECIAL DETENTION AREA FOR THOSE WHO 
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE AND A BLACKSMITH SHOP FOR MAKING 
TOOLS SUCH AS SHOVELS AND HOES. THE CAMP ALSO HAD A 
BUILDING FOR RECEPTION OF VISITORS BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW 
ANY VISITORS WHO CAME TO THE CAMP. THE CAMP HAD A STOCK 
PEN FOR RAISING PIGS AND CATTLE AND ALSO A FISH RAISING 
POND. INMATES WORKED PLANTING VEGETABLES, CUTTING 
TIMBERS, CUTTING BAMBOO, BUILDING/REPAIRING CADRE 
HOUSING, CARRYING WATER FOR VEGETABLE GARDENS, AND 
RAISING LIVESTOCK. WORK HOURS WERE FROM 0700 TO 1700 
HOURS WITH A NOONDAY REST FROM 1100 TO 1400 HOURS. 
INMATES' HOLIDAYS WERE 1 MAY (INTERNATIONAL LABOR DAY), 

2 SEPTEMBER (SRV NATIONAL DAY), 22 DECEMBER (PEOPLE'S 
ARMY ESTABLISHMENT DAY), AND THE LUNAR NEW YEAR (TET). 
SOME INMATES WHO SOURCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL INCLUDED 
FORMER ARVN INF LTC NGUYEN DUY HIEN, FORMER ARVN RANGER 
LTC DINH VAN MANG, FORMER MILITARY MEDICAL CORPS DR TON 
THAT TUNG, AND FORMER MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) 
LTC NGUYEN VIET TUU. 


7. SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE COMMUNIST 

AUTHORITIES ON 14 JUN 75. SOURCE WAS INITIALLY HELD IN 
LONG GIAO RE-ED CAMP AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL SOMETIME 
DURING LATE 1975 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN HIEP, 
BIEN HOA. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE WAS MOVED TO CAMP SIX, 


INTERCAMP TWO, SON LA. AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS SOURCE 
WAS MOVED TO CAMP THREE MUONG THAI. IN EARLY 1977 CAMP 
THREE MUONG THAI WAS MOVED APPROX 20 KM WEST TO MUONG 
LAN AND WAS THEN CALLED NEW CAMP THREE (TRAI 3 MOI) 
MUONG LAN. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 1978 SOURCE WAS MOVED 
BT 

#5206 

NNNN 

NNDD 


PAGE 


0011 


MSGNO 170 (PCXX) *10/14/87* *03:09:44.2.1* 

ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 87101402313302 


R 140341Z OCT 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 140241Z OCT 87 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VI ENT ANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT 


SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 


3562 OCT 87 

SUBJ: JCRC RP1 87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 

TO CAMP TWO SON LA AKA MUONG COI. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 
1979 (POSSIBLY MARCH) SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO SUB CAMP 
"B" NAM HA, HA NAM NINH. IN DECEMBER 1980 SOURCE WAS 
AGAIN TRANSFERRED TO THU DUC AKA CAMP Z30D HAM TAN-THUAN 
HAI. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM RE-ED ON 18 JAN 82. 

SOURCE ESCAPED ON FOOT FROM GO DAU, TAY NINH ON 29 MAR 
87 AND ARRIVED AT THE THAI BORDER ON 8 APR 87. EXCEPT 
FOR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE SOURCE DID NOT 
OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN 
INDOCHINA. SOURCE GAVE A POSSIBLE FORWARDING ADDRESS 


AS: 


S r> 


SOURCE FORMERLY APPLIED FOR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM VIA 
THE ODP AND WAS ASSIGNED CASE NUMBER IV 038814 ON 13 OCT 
84. SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN AN EXIT PERMIT AND 
DECIDED TO ENTER THE REFUGEE STREAM DUE TO THE LONG 
WAIT. SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WITH GOOD 
DETAIL WILL BE FORWARDED TO CDR JCRC AND VO-PW 
SEPARATELY. 


8. COMMENT: SOURCE RELATED HIS INFORMATION IN A 

LOGICAL MANNER WITH NO REQUESTS FOR REWARD OR 
ASSISTANCE. SOURCE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A RE-ED 
RELEASE PAPER INDICATING THAT HE WAS RELEASED FROM THU 
DUC RE-ED CAMP ON 18 JAN 82. SOURCE'S RELEASE PAPER WAS 
SIGNED BY DOAN MACH (DDOANF MACHJ) . SOURCE CLAIMED TO 
HAVE ATTENDED THE ALLIED INFANTRY COMMAND OFFICER COURSE 
AND THE ALLIED INFANTRY MOTOR OFFICER COURSE AT FT 
BENNING, GA DURING 1957. SOURCE HAD A LETTER FROM FT 
ENNING VERIFYING HIS ATTENDANCE. SOURCE'S LETTER OF 
VERIFICATION WAS DATED 17 AUG 87. SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE 
A GRADUATE OF NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY CLASS 12. 

SOURCE IS LISTED ON PAGE 165 OF THE ARVN OFFICER'S 
REGISTER. 

BT 

#5206 
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ROUTINE 

R 7in74R7 FFR 88 
TO OIA//VO-PW/WICK TOUR1SON 


OJCS INFORMATION 
SERVICE CENTER 


COPY NUMBER* 


l us I 


ZYUW RUEAIIA7783 0550801 . 


*• DOOR OPENED ONTO A TWO METER WIDE ENCLOSURE WHERE THERE WAS A 
^ATER BASIN AND A LATRINE. CIGARETTE BUTTS IN THE CELL WERE OF .■ 
A BETTER BRAND THAN THOSE USED BY CAMP CADRE. THE CEJ,). WAS 
LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ZONE K-l. IT WAS UNOCCUPIED j 
Aim DruMurn inmn AT ALL OTHER TIMES. 


SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP 


6 NEXT TO THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ANOTHER CELL 
FOR UNDISCIPLINED PEOPLE OR THOSE SUSPECTED OF ATTEMPTING TO 
ESCAPE. THESE PEOPLE WERE CONFINED FOR A MAXIMUM OF SEVEN TO 
TEN DAYS. THERE WAS A THIRD CELL IN THE AREA USED TO DETAIN 
PRISONERS WHO WERE STRONG-ARM MEN OR FOREMEN OVER OTHER 
INMATES. THIS AREA. LIKE THE AREA OF THE OTHER .TWO DETAINMENT 
CELLS WAS SURROUNOEO BY HIGH BR1CX WALLS. EACH-JREA HAD ONE 
GATE OPENING INTO THE CENTRAL YARD OF THE CAMP.~> : THERE WAS ONE 
GATE BETWEEN. THE TWO AREAS.' 3-?? 


1 PER DISCUSSIONS WITH nu/vf>-PW Miami* RRANCH CHIFF 
WE ARE FORWARDING INFORMATION 0*7 A, 

FROM PROBABLE FABRICATOR 

2. BEGINNING OF REPORT: SUMMARY: THREE TIMES — IN ABOUT 
JUNE 1985, JULY AND SEPTEMBER 1986, RESPECTIVELY — THREE OR FOUR 
PRISONERS WERE DROPPED OFF AT NIGHT IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT 
AREA OF ZONE X-I AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. YES LAP DISTRICT. 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. THE PRISONERS. FEATURES NOT SEEN. WERE MUCH 
TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS. THEY WERE CONFINED TO A REMOTE 
SPECIAL DETENTION CELL IN K-l THAT WAS NOT OTHERWISE USED. THE 
CHIEF MEDIC AT ZONE K-l SAID THE PRISONERS WERE FOREIGNERS BUT 
DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTITY. WHILE THE 
SPECIAL PRISONERS WERE AT K-l IN JUNE 1985. MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED AND AN UNIDENTIFIED VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 
1985. THE CAHP HAD AN ADDITIONAL ZONE. ZONE K-2. ABOUT TWO 
KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE K-l. EIGHT KILOMETERS BEFORE 
ARRIVING AT K-l. THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES THAT FORMED THANH 
HA REEDUCATION CAMP. 


V 7. THE CADRE OF K-l INCLUDEO: 

A. (FNU) NAM. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN. BORN ABOUT 1945 
IN HAI HUNG PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.65 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED 60 KILOGRAMS (KGS). HE OFTEN YELLED BUT WAS NOT 
BRUTAL. HE WAS DEPUTY OF THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP BEFORE HIS 
»«ir.MMFUT A* SUPERINTENDENT OF ZONE K-l ArfAN LAP. 


B. (FNU) CHI, NICKNAMED THE OLp-WOMAN (BA GIA), BNV i 
FIRST LIEUTENANT , DORN ABOUT 1952 IN NAM OINH, HA NAM NINH j 
PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.62 METERS TALL AND WEIGHED 50 KGS. 1 
HE WAS THE K-l PERSONNEL OFFICER. HE HAD A QUIET BUT SHREWD \ 
CHARACTER. 


C. (FNU) NGUYET, BNV SECOND LIEUTENANT. BORN ABOUT 
1960 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.55 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED 17 KGS. HE HAD A BRUTAL AND CUNNING CHARACTER. 

D. CUOC, BORN ABOUT 1955 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
PRACTICED ACUPUNCTURE IN ADDITION TO GENERAL MEDICINE. ALL THE 
ABOVE CADRE ACCEPTED BRIBES. 


3. TEXT: THREE TIMES — IN ABOUT JUNE 1985, JULY AND , 

SEPTEMBER 1986. RESPECTIVELY— A REMOTE CONFINEMENT CELL IN ZONE 
K-l OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, YEN LAP DISTRICT, VINH PHU 
PROVINCE. WAS ORDERED CLEANED. A SOVIET "UWATT" AND A JAPANESE - 
TOYOTA DROPPEO OFF THREE OR FOUR PRISONERS IN THE SPECIAL 
CONFINEMENT AREA ONE OR TWO NIGHTS LATER. THE SUPERINTENDENT 
(GIAM TH1), MANAGER (TRUC TRAI), ANO PERSONNEL OFFICER OF ZONE 

K-l ESCORTED THE PRISONERS TO THE CELL. EACH PRISONER CARRIED 
A FAIRLY BULKY BAG, ASSUMED TO CONTAIN CLOTHING AND SLEEPING 
GEAR. THE PRISONERS WERE MUCH TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS WHO 
CARRIED FLASHLIGHTS AND AN OIL LAMP. THE FEATURES OF THE 
PRISONERS. HOWEVER, COULD NOT BE SEEN. FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK 
SPECIAL FOOD WAS BROUGHT TWICE A DAY IN TWO COVERED 20-LITER 
CONTAINERS FROM OUTSIDE ZONE K-l TO THE CELL WHEN THE OTHER 
CAMP DETAINEES WERE WORKING IN THE FIELDS. WHILE THE SPECIAL 
PRISONERS WERE AT K-l IN JUNE 1985, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (80 
NOI VU-BNV) GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED IT AND AN UNIDENTIFIED 
VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 
1986 EACH TIME FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. ONE ADDITIONAL GUARD WAS 
POSTED IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT AREA FOR THE WHOLE WEEK. THE 
GUARDS WERE CHANGED EVERY TWO HOURS. 

4. DURING THE FOLLOWING DAYS. THE CHIEF htOlC AT ZONE 

K-l SECOND LIEUTENANT SAID THE PRISONERS WERE 

FOREIGNERS BUT DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTITY. 
UMfCOMPLAINED THAT HE DID NOT LIKE THEIR BEING AT THE CAMP 
ULCAU'E IT SEQ'JIRED MORE WORK TO CARE FOR AND WATCH THEM. ON 
THESE OCCASIONS, ^USUALLY ASKED FOR IMPORTED VITAMIN B-12, 

ANTIBIOTICS, SOME OTHER MEDICINE AND CANNED MILK WHEN HE WENT 
TO THE PRISONERS’ CELL. 

5 THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ABOUT SIX BY THREE 
METERS LARGE r . IT HAD A FIVE BY 2.2 BY 0.6 METERS CONCRETE 
PLATFORM AS A BED. IT DID NOT CONTAIN ANY FURNITURE OR OTHER 
ITEMS IT WAS CLEANED AND SPRAYED BEFORE EACH USE. THERE WAS 
ONE DOOR AT EACH OF THE DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE CORNERS. THE REAR 

1 

ACTION D1A/SPECQ0) («) , 
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8 AS OF LATE 1986, ZONE K-l ALSO HAO 16 
INSTRUCTORS/POLITICAL WARDENS ANO 35 ARMED GUARDS TO CONTROL 
SOME 1,200 CRIMINALS FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOCKED AT NIGHT IN TWELVE 40 BY SIX BY FOUR METER BUILDINGS. 

IN LATE 1984 OR EARLY 1985 ALL PRISONERS FROM SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WERE MOVED FROM TAN LAP. REPORTEDLY TO NAM HA, HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE ONE OF THE LAST SOUTHERNERS TO GO WAS DOCTOR (FNU) 
HAN, BORN ABOUT 1933. HE HAD BEEN A MAJOR IN THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMY. 


SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP 

9 TAN LAP CAMP IS ABOUT 30 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF AM 
THUONG TRAIN STATION, THE ONE BEFORE YEN BA I (VK 8799) WHEN 
COMING FROM HANOI. IT CONTAINED AN ADDITIONAL ZONE, ZONE K-2, 
ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE K-l. EIGHT KILOMETERS 
BEFORE ARRIVING AT K-l, THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES-K-3, K-4 
AND K-5-THAT FORMED THANH HA REEDUCATION CAHP. DETAILS OF 
THojE ZONLo WERE NOT KNOWN. PRISONER* A1 TAN LAP rRODUCED 
RICE. VEGETABLES. LUMBER, AND BRICKS AND UNDERWENT HARSH 
TREATMENT SIMILAR TO THAT AT ANY OTHER CAMP. 

10 I COMMENT: THE REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT AFTER BEING 

SENT TO TAN LAP. HE BRIBED CHI AND CUOC MONTHLY ALONG WITH THE 
OTHER CADRE. IN RETURN HE WAS MADE A MEDICAL HELPER , WAS 

NOT FORCED TO WORK IN THE FIELDS AND LIVEO IN THE DISPENSARY 
WHERE HE COULD OBSERVE THE ARRIVAL OF SPECIAL PRISONERS AT 
NIGHT. HE DIO NOT KNOW HOW OR WHEN THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN 
AWAY.) 
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11 . I COMMENT: SOURCE IS ' S BORN SD 

gT> HE WAS ARRESTED IN 1979 AND 

1984 EOR ORGANIZING thf nf PARTI IRF OF REFUGEES. ONE OF HIS 
CO-ORGANIZERS WAS AND THE CHILDREN OF SC 

LEFT VIETNAM AND RESETTLED IN S P THEY SENT GIFTS 

TO CC 's WIFE WHO, IN TURN, GAVE THEM TO HIM TO 8 RIBE VARIOUS 
OFFICIALS. SC ESCAPED FROM TAN LAP, RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
AND ONE YEaH LATER LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 19A7 HF ARRIVED 
IN HONG KONG ON ISO BOAT NUMBER S~D REFUGEE 

NUMBER 50 HEIUNG CHAU CAMP.) END OF REPORT. 

12. THE BIOGRAPHICS ON 5*1 IS AS FOLLOWS: S<- 
CLAIMED THAT AFTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL HE ENTERED THE 
CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS AND LATER BECAME A CONTRACTOR IN 1979 
HE CONSPIRED WITH SOME S1N0-VIETNAMESE, INCLUDING ^'TO 
ORGANIZE THE FLOW OF REFUGEES TO HONG CONG. AFTERM^NO 
cr/s CHILOREN LEFT, WAS ARRESTED AND JAILED IN TRAN 
Fmi YHISON, HAIPHONG CITY. HE OBTAINED HIS RELEASE THROUGH 
BRIBES. IN 1984 SC AGAIN ORGANIZED REFUGEE DEPARTURES. HE 
WAS ARRESTED AGAIN, SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS HARD LABOR AND 
JAILEO IN HOA 10 PRISON, HANOI. LATER HE WAS SENT TO K-l AT 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. HIS WIFE, WHO REGULARLY RECEIVED 
GIFTS FROM THEIR CHILDREN IN GREAT BRITAIN, BRIBED MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR FIRST LIEUTENANTS CHI AND CUOC, AS WELL AS OTHER TAN 
LAP CADRE, SO THAT SC WOULD BE MADE A MEDICAL HELPER. AFTER 
18 MONTHS, HE WAS ALLOWLU TO WORK AND SPEND THE NIGHT OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP. HE THEN CULTIVATED GOOD RELATIONS WITH aJam* WHO 
LIVED ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS FROM K-l GATE. WITH 

ASSISTANCE, HE MANAGED HIS ESCAPE AND RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
WHERE HE BRIBED PUBLIC SECURITY CADRE IN ORDER TO AVOID 
ARREST. HE LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 1987. HE ARRIVED HONG 
KONG ON 5 O BOAT NUMBER S' P REFUGEE NUMBER 
Si) 

13. SC- SAID REF INFO CAN BE CHECKED WITH HOA AND CUOC 
IF SOMEONE WOULD TALK TO THEM IN' <£C S-. NAME, GIVING THEM 
SPECIAL GIFTS. THE BEST GIFT FOR CUOC WOULD BE A GOOD SET OF 
ACUPUNCTURE NEEDLES, IS FROM A V1ETNAMES E ETHNIC MINORITY 
GROUP, MARRIED WITH TWO IEENAGE CHILDREN. HIS OLD MOTHER AND 
HIS BROTHER LIVED WITH HIM. 

14. A MAP OF K-l ZONE OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, DRAWN 
BY JO IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO US AND WE WILL FORWARD IT TO 
YOU WHEN RECEIVED. 


I 


f 
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D A tM Uol ginm* trudc i*0t chJnR * 
161 16 dfly l«<5rn* «•». - 

dAy than gal. c6 chdi gac. Bu&t. 
s6ng mOn d6ng mifrn trung du 
dfii co vAng v&, gld thfci Iqnh cdng 
lay. CAnh cdng sAt mir ra. chung tOi 
vAo. Chpt tflt cA mpi nginri dcu rco . 

_ Ch A. hoa dqp quA I • 

ThiAu ta BAt VAn Chlfeu. giAm th 
trqt TAn L.0P hudng d&n chung tOi dl 
thflm trql. gOt dflu : * . 

MOt trqi vien trA chftm sdc 

nhQng lufing hoa nAy. NhA anh ta flr 
Ngoc HA. tan them mans cho anh hot 
giflng. Thfi 10 b6n mOa trqi chOng tOi «■ 
cd du cAc loot hoa. ’ 

Ndt tiflp vudn hoa IA nhflrng vudn • 
•rau xanh . nhQng cAy du du, rOng 
chudt... *BCn trAi chung tOMA lAa**. 
bOn phAi td IhP mOc d6ng d6. ttfen 
16 nhA rAn tiAng boa dOp trdn dc chi - 

Lot qua mOt lAn tudng. ChOng 161 
dA liudc hAn vho khu nhA d cua cAc 
trot vlfin. Tudng quAt v6t IrAng, cuo 
sd cdchAn song. Nhung triroc m6. • 
nhn,.dfiu c6 vudn hoa. -TrAn tudng l& ■ 
nhicu Ap phlch dpp. VA nhOng khAu 
hieu mA chi b day mb I c6 . « DAm 
.nghl diftu hoy, ngAy lAm v ‘6c 'ot . 

« Sqci* buOng. dyp ICO* ». « dua 
s6n xuflt nfing cao ddi s6ng trqi vien *. - 
D&ng cht cOng on hudng d&n chung 
tOi ttcp lye gidi thi^u : 

— DAy IA not tOP trung nhQng 
n«udi An nOng vA nhdng irqi yien du 
dAn nhAt. nhQng « dfiu gflu * nhu ticng 
lAng ho thudng Cpi. chi nhung toy anh 
chi cflm dAu cAc « bflng • cudr» t cite 
« hOt * trAn LOt. C«c ddng ch. vua 
thfly hQ dung trOng ruu trong khu try*. 
C6n nhQng ngudi khuc. dupe ra^lAnl 
.d ngoAl ddng. ten nuang hoi cht. di 
lAin Ihp mOc. thp xjy. njutlnh dAu 
hirer ng nhu xu&t khAu. NRffng ngudl 




© Cic. trai ;.yian sdng nhiir th£ nao.?- : 

© Chief! sT eOng an “ ngu*dri quAn giao, nha sir .phain 

© Nho-ng van de ra ' - " : oi£utra . 


tifin bO nhfit thl mOt mlnh vAo ;rCrng. .. 
.hAi cAi. chan trflu khOng cAn dl thep.. 
canh gAc... . 

: Chung tot bAt th6t ten : 

.J*NhA tA nhu ..thA nAy till rOng rAi 

^^^VAng— mOt tro.ng nhQng chl&n sT 
cOng an .trA tudi trn I6i.-Rat rOng 
rAi. hiAu thco ca nghla cu thfc vA nghia 
’ truu tirpng, sinh dOng cua tu nAy. 

TOI chpt nhd lot 9 kl6n cue ngudi 
nao -dd. trude khi tori dAy : - Sno iqi 
nhu thl dupe 7 Ho dA gAy ra i61 iBm 
phai bAt hp.cbju hlnh phqt nOng chu ! 
ThiOu tA- Chifiu cudi hi6n hOu ndi : 
__ N CQ y b trong ngAnli chung 101 
cung.cdn mOt it ngudi quan n.Om 
chua dung. Nhung irude h5t xin mui 
cAc dOng chi lam quen vdi cue trpi 
vidn. 80*/. sd nay lu thnnh mCn 
. Chung tOi ng6i hoi chuyCn Lfc ; Quoc 
KhAnh. phd Ljr Nam 21 tudi. Khunh 
tre mAng, da IrAng, mA Irdn. CAu hpc 
sinh Idp 10 nhin thoAng b.etMn rul 
nghjeh. Dal tai phai cuo WtAnh dul 
mOt & trdn (dA dco khu yen 7).Mp 
KhAnh 1A mOt bAc si. cOn bo IA cAn bO 


dA vA huu. Chung tOi mufin btet Khanh 
nhOn xAt nhu the nAo vA .cAl nai va 
nhung ngudi dang cAm. .giQ .anh. . 

— Em ten tre i lhAng 5-lg82. Vao 
troi. em dupe hpc nOi quy. k^ luOt cua 
trol. lAm bAn khai. nhQng . vlCc xau • 
mlnh dA lAm ngoAi xA hOi vA hua cam * 
kfit thpc hi$n dungH)0n U6u ebuAn. cua 
ngudi trqi viAn. D6 IA nhOn rd 10* JOi- 
cua mlnh vA liep tyc phAt giAc dQng 
bpn edn d bAn ngoai ; chju khd hpc 
t&p chi nh tri ; tich eye Ino dO^C flc 
cai tootet VA Ihpc hiqn day du n0» 

, quy cua trqi. . 

Hi An cm d <30* nOng nghiOp. tm 
mu6n ba nflm u trot. sC hoc dupe mOt 
nghA gi dAy cho phu l« r P- Nhung 


bu5l d&u <S1 8*1. «‘y 

chAmr kAm at. VAo trqi mOi nguor* 

dupc^llnh mOt bO qu&n Ao. ch&n. mAn, 

' nhung am xin phAp dupe -nAm chiec 
mAnvA dup chific, chftn do gia dlnh 

cv mt. rt .*n . 

n6 — LAn du!Ttien pnqm t0». 
chi nghe hai chu nhA l “ \ k x & c clw 
kliunx khicn- Nhung kh» doAn x *^." a 
chung em tu Hoot 6 qua cAu- Long BiAn 
thl trong so ngudi d& nhiSu lAn can An, 
rei V^n LOprOi 1 Den dAy. em end* 

hiAu thA nAo IA mpt trqi cAI Uo. 

( Xem tiip trang 2) 
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>1 trai ginm*trvtirc c ^}£ n *... 
i\ \h dfiy tutimg CBo. chAng 
ay thtip gai. c6 chtii g«c. B1161. 
inc man dting mitin tfung d 
vfing vti, giti thfci Iflnh c^ng 
nh cting sAl mb ra. chung ttii 
ri tat cA mpi ngucri dtiu reo . 
t. hoa dgp quA ! ■ ' . . 

t& Bdivan Chitiu. giAmthj 

1 LOP huting dftn chung tdi di 
ii, gat dfiu v . 

>t trai vitin trti chftm stic 
luting hoa nAy. Nha anh ta d 
1. Itin lhAm mang cho anh W 
fhti IA btin mtia trai chung ttii 
fic loai hoa. 

(tin virtim hoa IA nhting virtin • 
inh . nhting cAy du du. rAng 
Btin trAi chung ttii l A 
it tti lh<7 mOc dting dti, lien do 
rAn titing bua d*p trtin dc chi - 

qua mOt l&n tuOng. Chung ttii 
c hAn vno khu nhA tir cua cAc 
tin. TuOng qutit vtii trAng, cua 
chtin song. Nhung truuc mti. • 
••u c6 vutirn hoa. Trtin tuOng la 
ip Pl.ich flep. v * "b® 1 ?* ^5?" 

,6 chi * dfi y mdl c6 . * Dim 
:itiu hay, ngAy I Am Vl tic ttit . 

buting. dgp trai *. « Thi due 
U nAng cno dOi sting trai vitin ». 
g chi cting an huung dan chung 
p tgc gitii thiC u „ 

OAy IA nori li)P trung nhting. 
An nAng vA nhting trai vi«n du 
nil. nhting « dftu gAu • nhu ticng 
0 thutimg gQi. chi nhting lay anh 
im dAu cAc « bang * cirtip,. cue 
. trtin lOt. Cue dting eh. vua 
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CDSN = LGX719 MCN = 90031/09698 


TOR = 900310638 


HEADER 

R 310638Z JAN 90 
FH JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUE ALGX /SAFE 
R 310219Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA / / 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC// 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC/ /OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA / / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA / / 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/ 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
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CONTROLS 


SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05804 


THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IR 6 024 0255 90 


/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: HR 6 024 0255 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 

TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 TO 8205 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI: 


780700-820500. 


V 1 IIRCE* ^5 /SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7807 - 8205. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS. NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 TO 
MAY 82. ENCLOSURE. 


TEXT: 


1 GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS 

LOCATED ABOUT 10 KM FROM THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. 


2 . ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 

FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE GAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS CAPT ((CAO)) BA DAU 
COMMANDED SUB-CAMP K-4 AND CAPT ((HAN)) TRI TRACH WAS HIS 
DEPUTY. ((LNU) ) PHU WAS THE INMATE MANAGEMENT CADRE FOR 
SOURCE* S UNIT. THERE WERE ABOUT 60 PERSONNEL GUARDING 
AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE K-4 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 


3 . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-4 WAS SURROUNDED 

BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 5 BY 80 
METERS MADE OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS, A MEETING 
HOUSE, INMATE KITCHEN, DISPENSARY/EMULATION HOUSE, 

SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSE, AND A LATRINE BUILDING. ACROSS 
FROM THE MAIN GATE WAS THE CADRE COMPOUND CONTAINING SUB- 
CAMP ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, CADRE HOUSING AND MESSING 
FACILITIES, WAREHOUSES, CADRE MEETING HOUSE AND FISH 
PONDS. 


LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION, CARPENTRY, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, 
BRICK MAKING, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DETAILS. 



5. 

0530 

0600 

0620 

0700 

1130 

1330 

1730 

1800 

1830 

6 . 

INMATES 


SCHEDULE. “ 

WAKE UP MUSTER, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
BREAKFAST 

ASSEMBLE, RECEIVE WORK ASSIGNMENTS 

COMMENCE LABOR 

RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 

CONTINUE LABOR 

RETURN TO CAMP 

SUPPER 

MUSTER. LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
' INMATE POPULATION. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW 

WERE RECALLED. 


MAJ (VNAF) ((NGUYEN)) VAN TRUONG, HELO COMPANY COMMANDER 
S t W HANH HOANG, INF COMPANY COMMANDER 

MAJ ((HO)) Si HOE, G-1, 5TH INF DIV 

7 SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHN^ OR MIXED BL^D VIETNAME SE 
rnin n HAVF BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAmvm OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 


COMMENTS: 


1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 

ASKED FOR NO FAVORS- 

o IN JULY 1977 RIGHT AFTER SOURCE WAS 

TONSFERRBD FROM SUOI MAU TO T2 LT1, HOAMG LIENSOH, HE 
SAW AN ALLEGED AMERICAN ABOUT 30 YOA. HE AND J?™ ER 
FELLOW INMATES WERE TOLD BY CAMP CADRE THAT THAT 
INDIVIDUAL WAS FORMERLY AN AMERICAN PW WHO VOLUNTEERED TO 
REMAIN^IN VIET NAMFOLLOWING THE 1973 PRISONER EXCHANGE. 

22JS rec alled ^t other details of that alleged 

AMERICAN, BUT COMMENTED THAT H ^Mr P f?E^ S^INMATES 01 * 
KNOWLEDGE AMONG MOST OF THE HOANG LIEN SON INMATES. 


ENCL- ' TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 

S:"lEL D ; ’aMEMB^ BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 
DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/ PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX222 MCN = 89356/18366 TOR = 893561037 


HEADER 

R 221033Z DEC 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS Awns' BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 22070 1Z DEC 89 

FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS// 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB/ / 

RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 

RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC// INO/ INK/ INKS// 

RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 

RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 

RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 

RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 

RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD/ / 
RUHJWYA/ 13 AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 

RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHBK/. USDAO BANGKOK TH 
RUEHKO/ USDAO TOKYO JA 

ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// < 

ZEN DET 4 FTD YOKOTA AB JA 
BT 

CONTROLS -> , 



\ 
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HO 


\ x 
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SECTION 01 OF 02 

SERIAL: HR 1 771 0087 90. 

PASS TO: ) DIA/PW-MIA 




o 


/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0087 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT— VINH PHU PRISON 

COMPLEX, NORTH VIETNAM 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI: 781200. 

REQS: 

SOURCE: A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 

COMMANDO TEAM WHO WAS IMPRISONED IN THIS FACILITY FROM DEC 1972 TO 
DEC 1973, AND FOR A SECOND TIME FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. SOURCE RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM AND IS COOPERATIVE; HE 
HAS AN EXCELLENT MEMORY AND APPEARS TO BE RELIABLE. 

SUMMARY: THE VINH PHU (VINHX PHUS) PRISON WAS ACTUALLY A 

LARGE COMPLEX MADE. UP OF A MAIN COMPOUND AND FIVE OTHER SMALL 

COMPOUNDS. THIS REPORT PROVIDES THE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 
THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX WHICH WAS USED TO CONFINE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS DURING THE 1970'S. ONE ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT : 

1. LOCATION— THE VINH PHU COMPLEX WAS NESTLED IN THE 
WESTERN HALF OF A U SHAPED AREA MADE BY A LARGE BEND OF THE SONG 
THAO (SOONG THAO) RIVER (FIELD COMMENT— SONG MEANS RIVER AND THE 
SONG THAO RIVER IS THE NAME OF A SECTION OF THE SONG HONG HA (SOONG 
HOONGF HAF) RIVER IN THE TAM NONG (TAM NOONG) DISTRICT //2120N/ 

10515E, GAZ//, IN PHU THO (PHUS THOJ) PROVINCE, AND RUNS THROUGH 
VIET TRI ( VIEETJ TRIF) CITY //21 18N/10550E, GAZ//). EAST OF THE 
NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF THE SONG THAO RIVER WAS A NATIONAL HIGHWAY 
"B" (FIELD COMMENT— LETTERS AND NUMBERS SET OFF BY QUOTATION MARKS 
ARE KEYED TO MEMORY SKETCH AT ENCL ONE) AND EAST OF THIS HIGHWAY 
WAS THE CITY OF PHU THO "C". RUNNING ROUGHLY PARALLEL TO THE 
NORTHERN EAST/WEST SECTION OF THE RIVER WAS A DISTRICT ROAD "D1" 

THAT INTERSECTED A TRAFFIC CIRCLE "E" AND KEPT GOING EAST UP TO THE 
RIVER. THIS ROAD TERMINATED AT A FERRY CROSSING CALLED BEN NGOC 
{BEENS NGOCJ) ON THE RIVER. RUNNING NORTH AND SOUTH, AND ALSO 
INTERSECTING THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE WAS ANOTHER DISTRICT ROAD "D2". 

THERE WAS A THIRD ROAD "D3 M WHICH RAN EAST OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ROAD 
TO THE RIVER. THESE WERE ALL SMALL ROADS WITH A RED DIRT SURFACE. 
THERE WERE TWO WATERFALLS ALONG THE RIVER, ONE "F" CALLED THAC RUNG 
{THACS RUNGF) OR TREMBLING FALLS BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE AND 
THE OTHER "G" CALLED THAC NGUA (THACS NGWAJ) OR HORSE FALLS ALSO 
BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE. THERE WERE HILLS AND MOUNTAINS TO 
THE NORTH OF THE DISTRICT ROAD - BETWEEN THE ROAD AND THE HILLS IN 
THE NORTHWEST WERE (TERRACED) TEA AND POTATO FIELDS "I". TO THE 
NORTHWEST, BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS, WAS THE PROVINCE OF THAI NGUYEN. . 

IN THE SOUTHWEST, THERE WERE COOPERATIVE RICEFIELDS "J" AND IN THE 
EAST AND SOUTHEAST WERE SOME FLAT SUGARCANE FIELDS "K". FINALLY, 

TO THE NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, BETWEEN THE CAMP AND THE TRAFFIC 
CIRCLE, WAS A LARGE PASTURE AREA "U" FOR RAISING WATER BUFFALOES. 

2. DESCRIPTION— THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX IS MADE UP OF 
A MAIN FACILITY "L", ALSO CALLED K5, AND SIX OUTLAYING, SMALLER 
FACILITIES CALLED K1, K2, K3, K4, K6 PLUS A DISPERSION AREA CALLED 
K SO TAN (SOW TANS). THE DISPERSION AREA WAS WHERE PRISONERS WERE 
EVACUATED TO DURING AIR RAIDS. ALSO LOCATED WITH THE COMPLEX WAS A - 
KILN "M" USED FOR MAKING TILES. ADDITIONALLY, THERE WAS A FACILITY 


USED TO HOUSE JUVENILES "N" NORTH OF "D1", NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP. 

L 


EAST OF THE ENTRANCE TO THE K5 MAIN COMPOUND WAS A BUILDING THAT 
CONTAINED THE PRISON OFFICES "0". UPON ENTERING THE CAMP IS A 
SOCCERFIELD M P"; NORTHEAST OF THE SOCCERFIELD IS A DISPENSARY 
BUILDING "Q M . ALONG THE NORTH FENCE IS A BUILDING CONTAINING THE 
MESSING FACILITIES FOR THE CAMP M R". IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE 
FACILITY WAS AREA CALLED KHU-B "S". THIS AREA CONSISTED OF A 
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS USED TO HOUSE ORDINARY CRIMINALS. SEPARATE 
FROM THE REST OF THE CAMP WAS THE KHU-A AREA "T" WHICH WAS USED TO 
HOUSED TO COMMANDOS. THIS PORTION WAS FENCED OFF BY ITSELF AND HAD 
THREE MAIN CELL SECTIONS LABELED 4, 7, AND 8. BEHIND THE CAMP, TO 
THE WEST, WAS A SUSPENSION BRIDGE "V" CROSSING THE SONG THAO RIVER 
AND A SMALL BRANCH OF THE RIVER. THIS BRIDGE WAS DESIGNED BY A 
FRENCH EDUCATED SOUTH VIETNAMESE ENGINEER WHO HAD DEFECTED TO NORTH 
VIETNAM AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY IMPRISONED AT VINH PHU. 

3. DEFENSES— THIS HEAVILY DEFENDED FACILITY HAD FOUR GUARD 
POSTS "W", ONE AT EACH CORNER OF THE CAMP. IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF 
THE FACILITY, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE PERIMETER, WERE THREE 
BUILDINGS THAT HOUSED MILITARY GUARD AND PATROL DOGS "X". TO THE 
EAST OF THE DOG POUND WAS A COMPANY OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL 

WAS A REGIMENT OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL "Z" AND NORTH OF THE 
ROAD AT THE BASE OF- THE MOUNTAINS WERE NUMEROUS ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
ARTILLERY EMPLACEMENTS "AA". FINALLY, NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, 

ACROSS FROM THE ROAD WAS AN SA-2 SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE UNIT "BB". 

4. CHRONOLOGY- SOURCE WAS INTERNED IN THE VINH PHU FACILITY 
ON TWO DIFFERENT OCASSIONS. THE FIRST TIME WAS FROM DEC 1972 UNTIL 
DEC 1973 AND THE SECOND TIME WAS FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. DURING SOURCE'S FIRST DETENTION HE WAS HELD IN CELL NUMBER 8 
OF THE KHU-A AREA. THERE WERE 83 OTHER COMMANDOS BEING HELD DURING 
THIS TIME, AND ABOUT 3800 ORDINARY CRIMINALS IN THIS COMPLEX. 

SOURCE WAS SENT BACK TO THE QUYET TIEN FACILITY AFTER PARTICIPATING 
IN A PROTEST STRIKE OVER NON-COMPLIANCE WITH. THE PEACE ACCORDS 
PERTAINING TO THE RETURN OF POWS (FIELD COMMENT— CITE HR 1771 
0013 90). WHEN SOURCE RETURNED TO VINH PHU, ALL COMMANDOS WERE 
HELD IN THE K6: SUB-FACILITY. DURINGLTHIS SECOND TIME, AN UNKNOWN 
NUMBER OF FORMER: SOUTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE BEING HELD. IN THE 
SUB-FACILITIES’ OF K1, : ’K2, K3, AND K4 .V SOURCE. WAS TRANSFERRED FROM 
VINH PHU: TO THE. HONG. THANG: PRODUCTION CAMP (KHU' SANR XUAATS HOONGF 
THAWNGS) . IN . OCT, 79 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED: TO THE THANH LAM REFORM 
CAMP (TRAIJ CAIR TAOJ THANH LAM) WHERE HE, REMAINED UNTIL 1980. 


5. U.S. AIR STRIKES— SOURCE WAS IN VINH PHU DURING THE DEC 

’72 BOMBINGS OF. NORTH VIETNAM . ON ONE OCCASION TWO F-105'S FLEW 
DIRECTLY OVER THE CAMP WHILE THERE WAS A POLITICAL REEDUCATION 
CLASS GOING. ON. ONCE, WHILE SOURCE WAS IN THE KHU SO TAN 
DISPERSION AREA, HE WITNESSED A LARGE AIR STRIKE IN THE CAMP'S 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY.. INSTEAD OF ENTERING HIS BUNKER, SOURCE AND 
OTHER COMMANDOS REMAINED ABOVE GROUND TO WATCH THE STRIKE. HE 
ESTIMATES THAT OVER 50 LARGE AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE, 
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AND AT ONE POINT THERE WERE FOUR MIG- 17 ‘S IN TORSUIT. i>AW 

SA-2'S LAUNCHED AND AAA FIRING AT THE STRIKE FORCE. HE DOES NO 
KNOW WHAT KIND OF BOMBS WERE BEING DROPPED - BUT THE ENTIRE AREA 
SHOOK FROM THE BOMBS. AT ONE POINT AN AIRCRAFT WAS HIT AND A 
SINGLE PARACHUTE WAS OBSERVED COMING DOWN IN A FIELD. 

THEREAFTER A HELICOPTER RESCUED THE DOWNED AIRMAN. BOMBS FELL IN 
SSe AND KILLED ALL THE WATER BUFFALOES. THIS INCIDENT, IN 
SPITE OF THE POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION EFFORTS BY THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, RAISED EVERYONE'S SPIRIT SINCE THEY COULD SENSE WHAT 
THE BOMBINGS WERE ALL ABOUT. 

COMMENTS: 


DISSEM: ENCLS.ONE - TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY. 


#4318 

NNNN 


/ 09/91 <pgn=EACMSTR.(8>) 
DISTRICT itim 
CAMP NO CAMP NAME 
- AKA'S 


**** REPORT ON SOURCE EOR EACH FACILITIES WITHIN COUNTRY YN PAGE 

lat- long utk 

SOURCE 10 EMMIE » ««. g“ 


****************************** 

++++**+++++**+ +++ *** 

4101 TAN LAP 

XOM GIONG 
YEN HA 

YINH PHU PROY. PRISON 
PHU THO 


PROYINCE YINH PHU 


YN 


****************************** 


213^ 10453OT? oftfitt 


s 

■C 


7 biO 

7306 

7505 

7910 

6506 

7906 

7710 

7810 

mi 

7804 

7902 

7806 

7810 

5501 

7706 

7710 

7710 

7301 

7910 

7606 

6505 


7606 

79 12tyf^ 

6509 

8012 

8001 

8001 

8012 

7805 
8011 
7906 
7812 
5906 

7806 
8202 
8202 
7506 
8112 
7812 
6605 
8302 . 




NO 
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NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 

YES ut ^ ^ ^ 

NO 
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NO 
110 








7701 

7212 

7810 

8504 

7707 

7506 

8001 

7806 

6306 

7606 

6207 

7606 

7806 

8001 

7606 

8001 

6501 

7808 

7106 

7601 

8301 

7710 

7710 

7810 

7206 

7710 

7810 

7810 

7808 

7710 

7710 

7812 

7810 

7606 

7807 

7807 

8000 

7709 

7700 

6412 

6800 


7912 

7301 

8202 

8610 

8109 

8201 

8012 

8012 

6512 

7906 

6506 

8012 

8012 

8212 

7712 

8012 

6612 

8204 
7301 
7612 
8504 

8205 
7810 
7910 
7310 
8101 

8204 
8202 

8206 
8209 
8001 
7912 

8205 

8206 
8006 
.3202 
8100 
8202 
8000 
6611 
7008 


755 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 
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TAN LAP 


Aka (Vinh Phu Provincial Prison, Phu Tho, Xom Giong, Yen Ha and Yen Tho) 
Closest village to camp K-5 was named Yen Lap. 


Camps K-l thru K-5 held former RVN Officials while K-6 and K-7 were 
for criminal detention. 


The Vinh Phu prison complex is reported to be made up of a main facility "L", 
also called K-5, and six outlaying , smaller facilities called K-l, K-Z, K -J, 
«-4 ((-g pi us a dispersion area called K So Tan. The dispersion area was where 
prisoners were evacuated to during air raids. Also located within the complex 
was a Kiln "M" used for making tiles. Additionally, there was a facility used 
to house Juveniles "N" north of "01", Northeast of the Camp. 


Source reported being transferred from camp K-2 to camp K-7 along with, approx 
60-70 others on foot, the trip was said to have taken about two hours covering 
a distance of 7-8 kilometers. 

Special Detention facility for disciplinary problems was reported upon by 
several sources at the K-l subcamp of Tan Lap. 
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REEDUCATION CAMP IN 
MAR 82. ENCLOSURE. 
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781000-821000. 


SOURCE- SOURCE IS AM 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 

a toS arvn haj who was incarcerated in THE K-5 tan lap 

REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7810 TO 8210. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY- THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 78 
TO OCT 82. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1 GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM WAS LOCATED IN 

YEN LAP VILLAGE, SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2. , ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 

SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1 

THROUGH K-5 HELD FORMER RVN OFFICIALS WHILE K-6 AND K-7 
WERE FOR CRIMINAL DETENTION. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED 
BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 150 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND 
ADMINISTERING THE K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE K-5 
RANGED FROM 800-1,200 INMATES. 

o PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 

COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 150 BY 250 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL TOPPED WIT 
AN EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACHED TO STEEL POSTS. 

THERE WERE GUARD TOWERS ON THREE SIDES OF THE CAMP AND AT 
THE MAIN GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE EAST WALL. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE SIX REGULAR 
DETENTION AND ONE SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES. THE REGULAR 
DETENTION HOUSES WERE 6 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND 
MADE OF BRICK WITH TILE, CORRUGATED METAL, OR THATCHED 
ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS. 
ADDITIONALLY INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, DISPENSARY, EMULATION HOUSE, 
PIG STY, AND WATER CISTERN. ACROSS THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED THE CAMP HQ, CADRE AREA, MEETING HOUSE AND A 
WAREHOUSE. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND CLOSE BY WERE 
ALSO FOUND A BRICK KILN, SAWMILL, WATER PUMP, GENERATOR 
HOUSE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, AND FISH PONDS. 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE FOUND IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF THE CAMP. 


4. 


LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 



tuto I AROR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT^SO 
SoSmilt' PRIHAK LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RI ^t ^ (IREE 
V PORTABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, SAWMILL, 
RAISING FISH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES. 


SCHEDULE. 


0600 

0615 

0645 

0700 

1100 

1300 

1700 

1845 

1900 

2100 


AWAKENED BY GONG 
EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
BREAKFAST, ASSEMBLE, MUSTER 
COMMENCE LABOR DUTIES 
RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
CONTINUE LABOR 

RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 
LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
ATTEND TO PERSONAL BUSINESS 
SLEEP 


A INMATE POPULATION. MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 

RORMFR RVNAF OFFICERS WITH A FEW FORMER NATL POLICE, 
CHAPLAINS AND CIVIL SERVANTS. TWICE PER YEAR INMATES 
S?RE 5Sd ONE SET OF BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. THE 
BACKS OF THE SHIRT? WERE STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING THE 

ISb-mmp SSber, eg., K5. the following fellow inmates 

WERE RECALLED. 


COL ((CHU)) VAN SANG, MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE 
COL ( (LNU) ) LUAN, CHIEF UNIT 101 rniinn 

COL ((TRAN)) KIM HOA, PRIME MINISTER’S PERSONAL STAFF 
LTC ((CU)) THANH LONG, DIRECTOR, BUDDHIST CHAPLAINS 
mS ((TON)™IET CHAU, S-1 FOR A REGT UNDER 25TH INF DIV 

((THAN)) LUU HIEN, DA NANG „ m(l _ 

MAJ ((NGUYEN)) LONG CHAU, INF OFFICERS SCHOOL STAFF 
Zj ((?RAN)) NGOC QUANC, BN COMMANDER IN 2 1ST INF DIV 
MAJ ((TRUONG)) MINH LOI 


7 SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 


COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 
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4.07 (pgm*recl ist, (4)) 


REC0R0 NUMBER 192 


fac number® 4101 C 


D n 

^ fac no= 4101 fac-sub-no® jf fac name® PUU THCV 771 a) LAP 


lbn no= 


current date® 87.10.28 


latitude® 'rO- 1 


ongi tude® 


|0*t£k®P utm . VJ940771 


country* VN hardcopy* Y providence* VINH PHU 


district® 


0 i rof « 


village® 


hamlet® 


icr/ci r= 


type prisoners® 


cadre rank® 


iams available* type facility* RE us pow held* status* 


last active date® 


sketch available* pow held inclusive date- 


fac alt name® 


CAMP 4 /Oft 

VX./dH-Pki*' firev. Pris Pk*. ~Tko 


parent headquarters® 


additional sub units® 


sub units® 


remarks rel code® 


analyst initials® 


corm>ents= 
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RECORD NUMBER 193 


fac number* 4101 0 


fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no- / fac name- PHU THO 7 * a/ /-4/° 


lbn no= 


current date= 87.10.28 


latitude- longitude- l 04 ^ 00 utm- VJ947789 jog- 

country- VN hardcopy- Y providence- VINH PHU 
district- city- 


0 i rof= 


village 3 


hamlet 3 


icr/ci r= 


type prisoners 3 


cadre rank= 


iams available- type facility- RE us pow held- status- 


last active date 3 


sketch available 3 pow held inclusive date 3 


fac alt name 3 


CAMP 5 - T AN LA P* ^(0 M GrJlD /0 &■ 

Pktf. Pr4\j t /ri'soh pk **- Tk & 


parent headquarters 3 


additional sub units= 


sub units= 


remarks rel code= 


analyst initials 3 


comments 3 
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RECORD NUMBER 194 


fac number= 4101 £ 


p 

fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no- / fac name- -Wttf-WO TAa1 L&P 


lbn no® 


current date® 87.10.28 


latitude* 3l ? < ’ C, °ldn 9l tud«. u— *«0»3 

country- VN hardcopy- Y providence- V1NH PHU 


district= 

village® 


hamlet® 


0 i rof® 


icr/cir® 


type prisoners® 


cadre rank= 


iams available- type facility- RE us pow held- status- 

sketch available® pow held inclusive date- 


last active date® 


fac alt name= 


CAMP 6 ^AU-fcAP- /OM ( r T.Ori&' 

Pku Pr»\J A-.'io/i fkw 


parent headquarters 5 


additional sub units 5 


sub units 5 


remarks rel code- 


analyst initials® 


comments® 


I 
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RECORD NUMBER 195 


fac number= 4101 F 


fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no= 1 fac name** PHtMHO - ■77»Al 


t-A-P 


Ibn no= current date= 87.10.28 
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Physical Features 

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675' x 600'. It contains 13 
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 storage, 1 
mess facility, 1 latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3). 
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Physical Features 

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675' x 600'. It contains 13 
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 storage, 1 
mess facility, 1 latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3). 
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4. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD POLITICAL 

PRISONER IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM 1962-1977 FOR THE OFFENSE 
OF RESISTING THE REVOLUTION AND ATTEMPTING TO COUNTER OF- 
FICIAL DRV PROPAGANDA. HE WAS HELD IN PHU THO FROM 1962- 
65, IN HA GIANG FROM 1965-70 AND IN LAO CAI FROM 1970-77. 
SOURCE RECALLED BEING IN THE SAME CAMP (BUT SEPARATELY) IN 
PHU THO (1963-64) WITH APPROXIMATELY 80 COMMANDOS AND SPIES 
BUT WAS ALLOWED NO CONTACT WITH THEM. SOURCE RECALLED TWO 
WERE KILLED FOR PLANNING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT. THEY WERE 
MOVED (TO WHERE, UNKNOWN) SOMETIME IN 1964. IN HA GIANG, 
SOURCE RECALLED MEETING ONLY ONE COMMANDO, NAMED KIEN 
(UNKNOWN IF NGUYEN THAI KIEN). WHO WAS OF SHORT STATURE 
AND WAS APPROX 40-45 YOA AT THAT TIME. SOURCE HEARD HE 
WAS A RVN SPY WHO WAS ARRESTED NEAR THE HA LAO BORDER. 

AT LAO CAI, SOURCE RECALLED COMMANDOS NGUYEN QUOC DINH 
WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED AFTER PARACHUTING INTO NVN AND WHO 
IS NOW RESETTLED IN THE US FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. (NFI). 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED COMMANDO LUYEN WHO WAS LATER MOVED 
TO THANH HOA. SOURCE HEARD LUYEN IS STILL BEING HELD. 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED A TALL COMMANDO NAMED LAM (NOTE: 
POSSIBLY NGUYEN NGOC LAM) WHO WAS ALSO CAPTURED AFTER 
PARACHUTING INTO NVN. SOURCE ADMITTED DISCUSSING HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABOVE PERSONS WITH COMMANDO A/'/) 71 ’ S' 

(SEE JCRC MSG RPT 35-045), WHOM HE MET AT A FIRST 
ASYLUM CAMP IN MALAYSIA PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT PULAU BIDONG, 
WHO IS NOW IN THE PHILIPPINES (SIC). 

5 . ' IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE COMMANDOS, SOURCE 
RECALLED AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FIGURE NAMED LY CA SA WHO WAS 
IMPRISONED IN LAO CAI. LY CA SA WAS A GENERAL IN AN ANTI- 
COMMUNIST FORCE WHO WAS CAPTURED INFILTRATING FROM LAOS 

IN 1960-62. AS OF SOURCE'S RELEASE, HE WAS STILL IN LAO 
CAI (1977). BUT SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT HE HAD SUCCESS- 
FULLY ESCAPED INTO CHINA AND FOUGHT AGAINST NVN DURING 
THE 1979 CHINA BORDER ATTACKS AND NOW LIVES IN CHINA. 

LY CA SA WAS REPUTED TO BE PHYSICALLY VERY STRONG AND WAS 
ETHNIC NORTH VIETNAMESE. SOURCE RECALLED AN INDONESIAN 
NAMED MAR-I-TIN-NET (PHONETIC) WHO WAS CAPTURED IN I960 
AS AN INDONESIAN SPY TARGETTED AGAINST CHINA. HE WAS 
CAPTURED IN A BOAT OFF THE COAST AND INITIALLY CLAIMED 
TO BE A FISHERMAN. HE DIED OF ILLNESS IN LAO CAI IN 
1974-75. MAR-I-TIN-NET HAD A FELLOW INMATE FRIEND IN LAO 
CAI NAMED VUONG DIEU DINH WHO HAD PLANNED A PRISON ESCAPE 
WITH HIM IN 1974-75. THE INDONESIAN WAS ILL, SO DINH 
ESCAPED ALONE. DINH WAS RECAPTURED ALIVE IN 1977 BY A 
PAVN REGIMENT WHICH WAS MOBILIZED TO RECAPTURE HIM. 

6 . SOURCE CLAIMED THE FOLLOWING FAMILY MEMBERS: 

BT 
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MSGNO 181 (PCXX) *07/24/85* *05:08:0&-.2. 1* 

ZCZC 10:06:48Z (PC) 


R 240812Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUE ALGX /SAFE 

R 240758Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

BT 


SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>4392700 
CITE: 3440 JULY 85 

EZ2* 

' SUB J : - JCRC REPORT 35-044, AMERICAN REMAINS IN BAN ME 



7. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT S£> DEPARTURE FOR 
THE US, SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1975, HE HAD 
GONE TO IRAN (PURPOSE, EMPLOYMENT UNK) ALONE. SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER OF THE SOUTH, $]\ ARRANG- 
ED FOR SOMEONE IN SAIGON TO PUT HIS WIFE AND SEVEN CHILD- 
REN ON AN AIRCRAFT WHEREUPON HE MET THEM IN THE US, WHERE 
THEY HAVE LIVED EVER SINCE. SOURCE HIMSELF LIVED IN THE 
SOUTH FROM 1977 TO 1985. 

8. COMMENT. WE NOTE AN AMAZING SIMILARITY OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THE NGUYEN QUANG CHUNG OPN 34A 
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DESERTER (REF A) AND SOURCE'S BROTHER, BOTH IN NAME 

S ARE PRONOUNCED THE- SAME IN THE NORTHERN 

DIALECT) AND IN HIS LITTLE UNDERSTOOD DEPARTURE FROM 
VIETNAM. SOURCE HIMSELF HAS STRONG SQUARE FACED HEAVY 
FACIAL FEATURES SIMILAR TO ETHNIC PEOPLES OF NORTH VIETNAM 
WHICH CAUSED INTERVIEWER, UPON FIRST SIGHT, TO GUESS HE 
WAS A FORMER COMMANDO. SOURCE HAD LITTLE TO PROVIDE CON- 
CERNING HIS BACKGROUND FROM 1954 UNTIL 1962, WHEN HE CLAIMS 
ARREST. EVEN THOUGH 28 YOA AT HIS TIME OF ARREST, HE 
SERVED NO TIME IN THE PAVN. HIS KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF COM- 
MANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD SEEMED SKETCHY AND WAS 
GENERALLY CONFINED TO INDIVIDUALS ALSO KNOWN BY 
fa WITH WHOM HE ADMITTED DISCUSSING THESE COMMON 
ACQUAINTANCES. INTERVIEWER FELT AT TIMES SOURCE PROVIDED 
THE LY CA SA AND MAR-I-TIN-NET INFORMATION IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO AVOID IN-DEPTH QUESTIONING CONCERNING HIS LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE OF FELLOW COMMANDO INMATES. ALTHOUGH NOT ABLE 
TO PINPOINT IT DURING THE INTERVIEW, INTERVIEWER FEELS 
SOURCE DID NOT DIVULGE THE COMPLETE TRUTH CONCERNING HIS 
BACKGROUND. SOURCE DID, HOWEVER, CONVINCE INTERVIEWER 
(WHO HAS WORKED AS A BONDED LOCKSMITH) THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE INNER WORKINGS OF A WARDED LOCK, THE TYPE HE CLAIMED 
TO MANUFACTURE FROM MOLDS. 


#3927 

NNNN 

NNDD 


PAGE 


0012 


MSGNO 




423 (PCXX) *06/22/87* *13:11:07.6.5* 

ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 87062211081148 


P 221503Z JUN 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 201520Z JUN 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC. 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

BT 
EZ1 : 

SECTION 01 OF 02 


i 

\ , 



-0512/VO-PW 

SERIAL: 6-014-0016-87 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: HR 6-014-0016-87/CONCENTRATION DECREE 

DOI: 861200 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT, WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: SOURCE DISCUSSES THE BASIC MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI) 

AUTHORITY FOR DETENTION OF INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF TRIAL AND 
DESCRIBES HOW IT WAS USED AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST IN HANOI IN 
1962. 

TEXT: 

1. IN I960 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROMULGATED A GOVERNMENT 

DECREE KNOWN AS THE CONCENTRATION DECREE (SAC LENH TAP TRUNG). 

THIS DECREE WAS INTENDED TO SERVE AS THE AUTHORITY FOR THE MINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY (MPS) TO ARREST AND IMPRISON THOSE ELEMENTS 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
CONSIDERED A THREAT TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. THE 
PHRASE USED IN THE DECREE WAS AIMED AT THOSE WHO WERE A "DANGER TO 
THE REVOLUTION" (NGUYEN HAI CHO CACH MANH). THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES 
OF INDIVIDUALS THIS DECREE ADDRESSED INCLUDED THE BOURGEOISE, 
INTELLECTUALS, THE RELIGIOUS, THOSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN 
THE ARMY OR CIVIL ADMINISTATION UNDER THE FRENCH, AND LANDOWNERS. 
UNDER THIS DECREE THE MPS HAD THE AUTHORITY TO ARREST AND CONFINE 
INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF COURT TRIAL. THIS AUTHORITY 
PERMITTED THE SECURITY SERVICES TO REMOVE FROM SOCIETY ALL THOSE 


WHOSE ACTIVITIES WERE COUNTER TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMUNIST 
PHILOSOPHY OR WHO HAD VIEWS WHICH, IF SPREAD ABOUT THE POPULATION, 
PRESENTED A POTENTIAL THREAT TO THE COMMUNISTS' ABILITY TO CONTROL 
THE THOUGHTS OF THE POPULACE. 

2. BEGINNING IN AT LEAST I960 THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY PUBLIC 

SECURITY OFFICE (PSO) BEGAN AN EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE EFFORT TO 
LOCATE AND IDENTIFY ALL THOSE RESIDENTS COVERED BY THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. THIS WAS A SLOW AND CAREFUL EFFORT WHICH 
CONTINUED INTO 1962 AND INVOLVED MASSIVE ARRESTS IN THE HANOI AREA. 
THE SECURITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES IN 1960-62 ALSO INVOLVED A LARGE 
SCALE EFFORT BY THE PSO TO RECRUIT MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS CLASSES 
WHO WERE THE OBJECTS OF THE CONCENTRATION DECREE. SOURCE WAS SUCH 
A TARGET DURING THIS PERIOD AND MET MONTHLY WITH A MEMBER OF THE 
PSO WHO BOTH INTERVIEWED AND TASKED HIM WITH COLLECTION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ACTIVITIES AND PERSONALITIES 
WITHIN THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN HANOI CITY. AFTER BEING 
IMPRISONED IN 1962 SOURCE SPOKE WITH MANY OTHER NOVICE PRIESTS WHO 
STATED THEY TOO HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
SURVEILLANCE AND HAD UNDERGONE THE SAME MONTHLY MEETINGS AS HE HAD 
THOUGH IN DIFFERENT AREAS OF HANOI CITY. (VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE'S 

ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE 
REPORTING. ) 

3. THE ARREST PROCEDURES FOR THOSE DETAINED UNDER THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE WERE RELATIVELY UNIFORM. THE EXPERIENCE 
SOURCE UNDERWENT ON HIS DAY OF ARREST WAS, ACCORDING TO MANY OTHERS 
WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD, THE NORMAL ARREST PROCEDURE BEING FOLLOWED 
AT THAT TIME. SECURITY SERVICES OFFICIALS AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
CADRE WOULD COME TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S RESIDENCE EARLY IN THE 
MORNING, ASSEMBLE THE ENTIRE FAMILY, AND READ THE INDIVIDUAL THE 
CONCENTRATION ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG). THE CONCENTRATION ORDER WAS 
SIGNED BY TRAN DUY HUNG, CHAIRMAN OF THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, AND DIRECTED THE ARREST OF THE NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL FOR ACTIONS HARMFUL TO PUBLIC ORDER. THE PERIOD OF 
DETENTION WAS NOT SPECIFIED AND THE FAMILY WOULD BE ADVISED THE 
LETENTION PERIOD WOULD BE DETERMINED ONLY AFTER A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AND A DETERMINATION BY THE PSO AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
ATTITUDE. 

4. THE INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE ESCORTED BY ARMED GUARDS IN A PSO 
VEHICLE TO HOA LO PRISON FOR INVESTIGATION. DURING 1962 
APPROXIMATELY 20-30 PERSONS ARRIVED AT HOA LO PRISON EACH DAY. AT 
TIMES THE PRISON BECAME OVERCROWDED AND SOME DETAINEES WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES UNTIL THEIR 
INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN COMPLETED. THIS INCLUDED WELL KNOWN 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES USED FOR PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION 
SUCH AS THANH TRI PRISON AND THE PRISON ON NAM BO STREET ACROSS 
FROM THE HANG CO RAILWAY STATION. SINCE THE SECURITY SERVICES HAD 
ALREADY DETERMINED THEY WOULD IMPRISON ALL THOSE ARRESTED AND HAD, 
SINCE I960, DEVELOPED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION ON THEM, THE 
INVESTIGATION PHASE BY THE PSO WAS BRIEF. SOURCE UNDERWENT NO MORE 
THAN 30 DAYS CONFINEMENT AT HOA LO PRISON. DURING THIS PERIOD HE 
WAS CALLED OUT FOR INTERROGATION, NORMALLY AT ABOUT 2200 HOURS, 
LASTING UNTIL 0100-0200 HOURS. THE QUESTIONS WERE POSED BY THE 
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CELL BLOCK DUTY OFFICER. HE WAS ONEY HALF INTERESTED IN THE PROCESS 
AND SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME ANSWERING THE DUTY PHONE WHICH WAS 
REPORTING SECURITY CONDITIONS IN AND AROUND THE HANOI CITY AREA 
ONCE EACH HOUR. SOURCE WAS REQUIRED TO FILL OUT A PERSONAL 
HISTORY STATEMENT EACH TIME HE WAS CALLED OUT AND WAS ASKED TO 
CLEARLY IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE HIS ASSOCIATES IN THE HANOI AREA WITH 
EMPHASIS ON THOSE TYPES OF INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. 

5. AFTER ONE MONTH IN HOA LO PRISON SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED 
WITH APPROXIMATELY 50 OTHER PERSONS BY BOAT TO THE AREA OF THE AM 
THUONG RAILWAY STATION AND PLACED IN YEN THO PRISON, PHU THO 
PROVINCE. HE ARRIVED AT YEN THO UNDER A THREE YEAR CONFINEMENT 
ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG 3 NAM) WHICH WAS THE NORMAL CONFINEMENT 
PERIOD. THE 3- YEAR PERIOD STRETCHED INTO 15 YEARS UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TEMPORARILY RELEASED IN 1977* 

6. THE CONFINEMENT ORDERS WHICH INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS SOURCE 
RECEIVED MOST OFTEN WERE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS. THE LENGTH 
OF TIME IDENTIFIED FOR CONFINEMENT DID NOT MEAN THE INDIVIDUAL 
WOULD BE AUTOMATICALLY RELEASED AT THE EXPIRATION OF THAT TIME, 
RATHER THE INDIVIDUAL'S CASE WAS UP FOR REVIEW AT THAT TIME. BASED 
ON SOURCE'S EXPERIENCE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAM PRISON SYSTEM, THOSE 
WHO WERE NOVICE PRIESTS SUCH AS HIMSELF NORMALLY SPENT AT LEAST 15 
YEARS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM RISING OUT OF A THREE YEAR CONCENTRATION 
ORDER. THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE FRENCH UNION FORCES 
OR WERE FORMER ADMINISTRATORS UNDER THE FRENCH SERVED AT LEAST 10 
YEARS IN PRISON. MOST INMATES REFERRED TO THE PERIOD OF THREE YEAR 
CONFINEMENT AS A "KHOA", MEANING A FIXED PERIOD OF TIME, AND 
REFERRED TO THE LENGTH OF TIME THAY HAD BEEN IN PRISON BY THE 
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MSGNO 420 (PCXX) *06/22/87* *13:11:07-5.7* 

ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 8706221 1071173 


P 221503Z JUN 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 201520Z JUN 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 


FINAL SECTION OF 02 

EZ2: 

NUMBER OF "KHOA". IN SOURCE'S CASE, HE SPENT FIVE "KHOA"IN PRISON. 
7. VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE IS A CURRENT 

RESIDENT OF THE U.S., ARRESTED IN 1962 AND RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 
1977. HE IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING DEBRIEFING BY DIA/VO-PW FOR 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. THE CONCENTRATION 
ORDER HE DESCRIBES WAS THE HANOI GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY USED IN 
1975 TO INCARCERATE FORMER MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED 
FORCES, FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, AND OTHERS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM FOLLOWING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE SOUTH ON 30 APR 75. 
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ROUTINE . ZYUW RUEKJCS6046 211*1318 

R 021752Z AUG 85 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USC I NCPAC HONOLULU H I //J2/J3/J36// 

RFC.nFF WASHINGTON DC//OASD- 1 SA/PW-MI A// 


-20, 886/DC-2 

SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

1. IN APPROXIMATELY NOVEMBER 1978 THE PAROLEE INMATES AT THE 
HONG THANG AGRICULTURAL SITE (NONG TRUONG HONG THANG) CONTROLLED BY 
PHO LU PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP PRISON. THE INMATES WERE 
MOVED DUE TO THE IMPENDING BORDER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) AND THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) . 
THE PAROLEES REMAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 
OR FEBRUARY 1979 WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION 
AREA (KHU SAN XUAT -IfHANH LAM) , ALSO KNOWN AS SUBCAMP K-4 OF THE 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2. 'WHILE AT TAN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SGT. PHAM THANH 
DONG, REMARKED TO SOURCE THAT AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP 
PRISON DURING THE WAR YEARS. HE MADE NO FURTHER MENTION OF THE 
PRESENCE OF U.S. POWS AT TAN LAP AND DID NOT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP 
THE POWS WERE HELD. 

3. SOURCE HAD VISITED THE TAN LAP PRISON BRIEFLY IN M I D- 1 9^5 , 
DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1965- AT THAT TIME THE 
PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIMITIVE. HE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS OPS 
34A COMMANDO TEAM WERE BRIEFLY HELD THERE AT THAT TIME WHILE IN 
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA LO PRISON AND QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP 
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL 
DETENTION FACILITY. SOURCE NEITHER OBSERVED NOR HEARD OF ANY 
AMERICANS AT TAN LAP IN 1965. SOURCE BELIEVED THE TAN LAP PRISON WAS 
DESIGNATED A MODEL PRISON (TRA I KIEU MAU) IN THE LATE 1970S. 

4. SOURCE OF PARAS 1-3 IS A FORMER OPS 3^A 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN 1964. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD OF U.S. 

PWS FROM FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AIRBORNE PERSONNEL HE MET IN 
1979 AND WHO SAID THEY HEARD U.S. PWS WERE HELD AT TAN LAP IN 
1967-68. DIA IS NOT AWARE OF ANY U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP 

DURING THE WAR. MOST FORMER OPS 3**A COMMANDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED 
TAN LAP HAVE REPORTED A SIMILAR HEARSAY STORY ATTRIBUTED TO CAMP 
GUARDS. • 

5. POC IN D I A/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 


30 

ACT I O'M DC-2 (2) (M) 

INFO • USDP: I SA (1) USDP:M1 A (1) CMBQC(l) SECDEF : (1) 

SECDEF (9) USDP (11) NMIC(l) V0(1) D I A (2) 

+SAFE 


MCN=8521 4/04632 


T0R=85214/1316Z _ TAD=852 1 4/ 1 330Z 
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ROUTINE 

R 231619Z AUG 85 
FM D I A WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 


DEPARTMENT OF--DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUETUCS1159 2352203 


CIA WASHINGTON DC 


-20.999/DC-2 

SUBJ: RE( * U ^ F0R A has S REVIEWED PW/MIA INFORMATION FROM OPS 3JA 

rnMMANnns ONE CONTINUING TREND IN PW/MIA REPORTING FROM THOSE 
FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE PAROLED AND TRANSITED THE TAN LAP PRISON 
CASJf pSS^HO? IS CONSISTENT HEARSAY REPORTS FROM LOWER RANKING 
TAMP GUARDS AT TAN LAP CIRCA 1978 THAT U.S. PWS WERE HELD THERE 
SflSmc THE WAR YEARS DIA HAS NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT SUCH 

CLAIMS. (THE TAN LAP PRISON IS A WELL KNOWN FACILITY OF AT LEAST 
SEVEN SUBCAMPS WITH SIX OF THE CAMPS LOCATED IN AN AREA ocRni 

VJ 899793 TO VJ 9&0793* ONE SUBCAMP IS LOCATED AT VJ 905807* 

VJ 899793 TO ^ VJ ^°'^’ 0RDS 0Ep|CT A WART |ME DETENTION FACILITY 

IDENTIFIED AS THE XOM GIONG POSSIBLE PW DETENTION INSTALLATION, BE 
NR -0616-003474 (75900), LOCATED AT VJ 906807 , 2 1 315 IN/IOL 543 OE . 

THIS IS THE LOCATION OF ONE OF THE TAN LAP SUBCAMPS. THE CAMP WAS 
REPORTEDLY A SUSPECTED PENAL INSTITUTION SHOWING S ' J N ^, 0F . . w 

PARTIAL DISMANTLING AS OF FEB 67 . APPARENTLY ABANDONED AS OF JAN 68, 
AND THEN ACTIVE WITH SIGNATURES OF A DETENTION FACILITY AS OF JUN 71* 
(DC-2 COMMENT: THE PERIOD WHEN THE PRISON WAS APPARENTLY DISMANTLED 

DOES CO I NC I DE WITH THE DISMANTLING OF OTHER FACILITIES IN NVN SUCH 
AS CENTRAL PRISON MR. 3.) OF INTEREST IS A REFERENCE TO USMACTHA I 
MR 6-074-0007-74, 36 SEP 74, REPORTING THE RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEF 
J V RETURNEE. COMMENTS INDICATED THAT THE FACILITY IN 

■ WHICH THE THAI WAS HELD, PRESUMABLY PRIOR TO EARLY 1973. 

TO CORRESPOND TO THE FACILITY THEN CARRIED AS TH XOH GIONG POSSIBLE 
PW DETENTION INSTALLATION. INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER 

rnMMANnn HELD AT TAN LAP BRIEFLY IN 1965 AND HE NEITHER SAW NOR 

Ed T UNY u L m THERE AT THAT TIME. HE TOO HEARD THE HEARSAY 

arrniJNTS OF U S. PWS AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR YEARS. 

ACCOUNTS OF ) U.S. | Jgj EREST , T0 NOTE THAT THIS IS IN AN AREA WITHIN 

TFN Kll THE SUBCAMP AT VJ 852936 WHERE FORMER PVT. ROBERT— 

GARWOOD WAS HE LD \ I M J IFN TRA1-J OF GROUP TTN1TARW00D 1 S BOOK 

HE WAS HELD IN THE 

IJTmnSfAREA FROM 1971 UNTIL SHORTLY AFTER THE 1975 CEASEFIRE 

WHEN HE WAS RE Qy E 5* r T AN Y l INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE CONCERNING ANY 
REPORTS OF U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP OR IN THIS GENERAL AREA PRIOR 
TO THE ARRIVAL OF ROBERT GARWOOD. FURTHER, CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY 
IDENTIFICATION AND/OR DETAILS CONCERNING THE THAI RETURNEE WHO 
Dl!/DC-2 bIuEVED MAY HAVE BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR 
(DC-2 COMMENT: IF A THAI WERE HELD THERE IN 197 1 * IT SEEMS HE MIGHT 

NOT HAVE BEEN HELD ALONE.) 

5. ' POC IN D I A/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 


ACTION DC-2 (2) 

INFO NMIC(l) V0(1) D I A (1) 
+SAFE 


(D,6,8,F) 


MCN* 8 5235/06532 T0R=85235/2203Z_ TAD=85235/2209Z CD ^ N=MIA p^Qg 1 q F 1 
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HEADER 

R 130831Z NOV 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUET I AQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUE AMCC /CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 130826Z NOV 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQA /USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC , 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 63079 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0120 90 

/********»## THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0120 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K5 TAN 

LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN OCT 77 TO DEC 80 



DOI: 


) 771000 - 801200 . 


SOURCE. SOURCE IS AM 

ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP . SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 77 TO DEC 
80. ENCLOSURE. 


TEXT: 

1 . GEOGRAPHY. THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 

REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS — 
VJ9267, MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48- 
10 //. 


2. ORGANIZATION. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM CAMP WAS 
ORGANIZED INTO SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K1 TO K 6 . THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR . DEPUTY COMMANDER OF 
K5 WAS PSS MAJOR PHAM NGOC BAN. TOTAL NUMBER OF CADRE 
ADMINISTERING K5 WAS UNKNOWN, BUT ABOUT ONE PLATOON 
PERFORMED DUTY AS GUARDS PATROLLING INSIDE THE COMPOUND 
AND IN THE GUARD TOWERS. TOTAL POPULATION OF K5 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 2,000 INMATES7 

3 . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K5 COMPOUND 
FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 150 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT TWO METERS HIGH 
WHICH IN TURN WAS SURROUNDED BY A STONE WALL ABOUT THREE 
METERS HIGH. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR 
CORNERS. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
EAST WALL. JUST INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT WAS THE 
SECURITY OFFICE AND INTERROGATION ROOM. THE CENTER OF 
THE COMPOUND WAS FAIRLY OPEN WITH A FLAG POLE, A 20 BY 
30- METER MEETING ROOM CONSTRUCTED OF WOOD WITH A THATCH 
ROOF, AND A 10 BY 30 METER DISPENSARY CONSTRUCTED OF 
BRICK WITH A TILE ROOF. ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE CAMP 
WAS A ROW OF FIVE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES AND A SPECIAL 
DETENTION FACILITY. THE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES WERE 
ABOUT 8 BY 30 METERS AND HELD 150-200 INMATES. THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION BUILDING WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS 
ABOUT FIVE METERS SQUARE THAT COULD HOLD 10 PRISONERS 
EACH. DOWN THE SOUTH WALL WERE FOUR REGULAR DETENTION 



HOUSES, A PIG STY, AND THE INMATE KITCHEN AND "FOODSTUFFS 
WAREHOUSE. AS MOST OF THE STRUCTURES IN THIS COMPOUND, 

THE DETENTION HOUSES WERE CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE 
ROOFS. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS - PER UNIT. UNITS WERE SUB-DIVIDED INTO TEAMS 
(TOOR) OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. LABOR ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
DEPENDENT ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS. 

6. SCHEDULE. 

0600 - 0610 WAKE UP, EXERCISE 

0610 - 0620 BREAKFAST 

0620 - 0700 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER 

0700 - 1130 LABOR DUTIES 

1130 - 1300 RETURN TO CAMP , LUNCH, REST 

1300 - 1700 CONTINUE LABOR 

1730 - 1930 RETURN TO CAMP , BATHE, DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 
SESSIONS 

2100 SLEEP 

7. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE OVER 2,000 
INMATES MOSTLY MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN OFFICIALS 
OF THE FORMER REGIME. 

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 
ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 
ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

2 . SOURCE ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION IN HR 6 024 
0116 90, 


ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 

MEMORY DRAWING OF CAMP . , 1 PG, 1 CY 

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 



MSGNO 49 (PCXX) *11/01/86* *02:03:08.0.9* 

ZC2C 07:02:08Z (PC) 


R 010616Z NOV 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEACHS/CHS-GRID/OCJCS 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 010241Z NOV 86 

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEAIJU/NPIC 

RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA / CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHV A A A /Cl NCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUA JMAB/FOSIF /WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 


DIST: 31 OCTOBER 1986 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM 

SUBJ: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 

IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM 
DQI: OCTOBER 1978 - APRIL 1982 

SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE LIEUTENANT COLONEL WHO- WAS 
DETAILED TO THE NATIONAL POLICE. SOURCE OBTAINED THE 



INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE AN 
INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
1986. 

TEXT: 1. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO APRIL 1982 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 

THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. 

THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE AM 
THUONG RAILROAD STATION IN VINH PHU. ALTHOUGH THE VILLAGE AND 
DISTRICT WERE UNKNOWN, THE FIVE SUBCAMPS OF THE TAN LAP CAMP, 

DESIGNATED K1 THROUGH K5, WERE LOCATED WITHIN THE TRIANGULAR LAND 
MASS FORMED BY THE CONFLUENCE OF THE "LO" RIVER AND ONE OF 
SOUTHEASTERLY FLOWING TRIBUTARIES, THE "A-MAI" STREAM, IN NORTHERN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT: IN THIS AREA THE LO RIVER 

SEEMED TO FLOW DUE SOUTH AND A-MAI STREAM FLOWED SOUTHEAST.) 

2. SUBCAMP-5, THE HEADQUARTERS AT TAN LAP, WAS DIVIDED INTO 

ZONES A AND B. ZONE A DETAINED NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS AND ZONE B • 
IMPRISONED FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM OFFICERS, AMONG 
WHOM 120 WERE FORMER LIEUTENANT COLONELS; ABOUT 350 WERE MAJORS; AND, 
APPROXIMATELY 150 WERE FORMER ARVN CAPTAINS. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE 

WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ORGANIZATION/STRENGTH OF THE OTHER SUBCAMPS 
AT TAN LAP, NOR WAS HE AWARE OF THE DETAILS OF THE CRIMINALS IN ZONE 
A.) 

3 . THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). THERE WAS A STAFF OF APPROXIMATELY 200 
BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT K5 SUBCAMP; THE OTHER SUBCAMPS WERE STAFFED 
WITH FROM 60 TO 100 BNV PERSONNEL, DEPENDING ON PRISONER STRENGTH AND 
THE SIZE OF THE SUBCAMPS. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION COMMANDER WAS BNV 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL (FNU) ((THUY)). BNV MAJOR ((CHIEU)) WAS DEPUTY 
COMMANDER. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE 

COMMUNICATIONS GEAR UTILIZED AT THIS FACILITY.) 
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R 1302232 HAY 85 

FK JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO USC1NCPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/J3/J36// 

01A WASHINGTON 0C//DC-2// 

SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH 27171 

CITE: 3292 HAY 85. 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 35-148. HEARSAY OF U.S. PWS HELD IN 
NORTHERN VIETNAM 

1 source namc- new- SC> 

POB- ^ POSITION: 

CPT ARVN SN Sb PRESENT LOCATE- OD 
10 IDENTIFICATION DATA: l.D. •££> 

001: 1970-79; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 1 HAY 1985; NAME Of 
INTERVIEWER: HR. GARNETT E. BELL; OTHER: ARRIVED THAILAND 
21 DECEMBER 1984 (LANDROUTE). 

2 SUMMARY: SOURCE. A 41 YOA HALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CPT ARVN, PROVIDED LIMITED HEARSAY INFORMATION 
CONCERNING U.S. PWS HELD IN HOANG LIEN SON AND HA NAM N1NH 
PROVINCES. END OF SUMMARY. 

3 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCA- 
TION AT CAMP 14 (TRA1 141 OF INTERCAMP 1 (LT-1) IN THE YEN — 
BAI AREA Of HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE DURING 1976-77 HI 

HEARD FROM LOCAL VILLAGERS IN THE AREA THAT AMERICANS HAD 
BEEN HELD NEARBY. SOURCE HEARD FROM THE VILLAGERS THAT 
DURING THL WAR (DIDN'T SAY WHEN) APPROX 20 U.S. PWS WERE — 
HELD IN A CAVE CALLED "HANG COC". SOURCE DID NOT HEAR 
FROM THE VILLAGERS WHAT HAPPENED TO THE U.S. PWS. 

4. SOURCE HEARD FROM CAMP CADRE AT NAM HA SUB- 

CAMP B, HA NAM NINK PROVINCE THAT U.S. PWS HAD BEEN HELO 
AT SUBCAMP "ME* DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR HOW 
MANY US PWS, WHEN THEY WERE HELD. OR WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THEM SOURCE HEARD THE STORY DURING 1979.. WHILE AT NAM 
HA CAMP B SOURCE ALSO OBSERVED SEVERAL AMERICAN NAMES ANO 
DATES (COULDN'T REMEMBER THE NAMES OR OATES BUT STATED 
THAT THE NAMES WERE SPELLED DIFFERENTLY AND NOT JUST ONE 
PWI SCRATCHED ON THE WAIL OF HIS CELL IN HOUSE #8. 


CAMP B OF NAM, HA WHICH WAS DIVIDED INTO CAMPS A. B. C, E. 
AND Mi- (MEEX). SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM RE-ED IN SEPTEMBER 
1980. ' 

7 smiRtF GAVF A PnSSTBI F FORWARDING ADDRESS AS: . 


SD 



€.?//< C 


5 SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFOR- 

MATION CONCERNING THE U.S. PWS HELD AT YEN BAI OR NAM 
HA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN 
VIETNAM. 

6. AS OF 30 APRIL 1975, SOURCE RESIDEO AT DON HOA 
(H) NGUYET HOA (V). CHAU THANH (D). VINH B1NH (P). 

SOURCE'S LAST UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT WAS AT TRA CU SUBSECTOR. 

VINH BINH KBC4975 AS THE S-3 OPERATIONS OFFICER. SOURCE 
WAS ARRESTED ON 30 APRIL 1975 ANO HELD AT THE TRA CU 
POLICE HQ UNTIL 5 MAY 1975 WHEN HI WAS TRANSFERRED TO 
KHAM LON PRISON. VINH BINH. IN SEPTEMBER 1975 SOURCE 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO TRA NOC. CAN THO. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE 
WAS TRANSFERRED BY BOAT FROM CAN THO TO VINH CITY. NGHE 
AN. THEN BY TRAIN TO YEN BAI. HOANG LIEN SON. SOURCE WAS 
HELO INITIALLY AT T-14, LT1 (AH14NT) THEN TRANSFERRED IN J 
JUNE 1978 TO T-ll, LT1 (AH11NT). CAMP T-ll WAS CHANGED 
TO CAMP 7B (AH7BNT) SHORTLY AFTER SOURCE’S ARRIVAL THERE. 

IN OCTOBER 1978 CONTROL OF THE CAMP SYSTEM WAS CHANGED 
FROM THE MOD (BQP) TO THE MOI (BNV). SOURCE WAS TRANS- 
FERRED IN OCTOBER 1978. AT THE TIME OF THE CHANGE. TO 
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ACTION <U,8.f) 

INFO CMB QC(1) SECDEF :(1> SECDEF(9) USDP(ll) 

DC-2(2) NMICUi AT-311) OB-211) DB-2C(1) DB-5D3(1> 

D1A(1) DC-4A3U) 

+SAFE 
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Ft! DET 32 PE A A SEOUL KOREA// 1 EO// 

TO PiUHVAAA/EO PSAA HICKAII AFB HI//1NO// 

n^0 e RUEAKQA/R0. USAF WASH DC// 1 KEG/ IKER/ INKS/ 1 NET// 
r!£frJR/g£ MIS BOLL IRC AFB BC//IKT// 

RUEOFUA/na MIS FT BET .VOIR VA//IKR// 

HUEI-JCC/DIA WASH DC 
RUKGSPA/JCRC liAIUJEHG POINT HI 
BT 
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[Investigative article in Tien Phong newspaper, issue no. 50, 
14-20 December 1982, pp 1,2,1 



WHAT WAS SEEN AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP? 

How do the camp inmates live? 

The public security combatants -- adminstrators and teachers. 
The issues that are raised. 


On arriving at the camp, the first thing before us was a 
high wall atop of which were barbed wire and guard towers. On a 
winter morning, the midlands hills were deserted and a chilly 
wind was blowing. A steel gate opened, and ve entered. 

Suddenly, everyone exclaimed, "Oh, what beautiful flowers.!” 

Major Bu.i Van Chieu, the warden of Tan Lap Camp who guided 
us on a tour of the place, nodded and said: A young inmate 
takes care of these rows of flowers. His home is in Ngoc Ha, 
and [they] bring him seeds when [they] come to visit him. 
Consequently, our camp has all kinds of flowers the year round. 

Right beyond the flower gardens are the vegetable gardens, 
with papayas and bananas. On our left is a woodcutting shed, 
and on our right is a. carpenter team making furniture. After 
that is a blacksmith shop from which the sound of a hammer can 
be heard. — 

As we pass through another wall, we step into the housing 
area for the inmates. The walls are whitewashed, and there are 
bars on the windows. But there is a flower garden in front of 
each building. There are many beautiful banners atop the walls, 
with slogans that only are found here: "If one has good 

thoughts at night, he will do good work by day," "A clean room 
makes for a beautiful camp," and "Emulate in production to 
improve the lives of the inmates." 

The member of the public security who guides us continues: 
This is the area for those with heavy sentences and the most 
vicious, the "bear-headed" ones as they frequently are referred 
to in slang, the reference being to robber "bands" and 
exploiting "associations." Those you have just seen are 
planting vegetables inside the camp. Others are allowed to go 
out to work in the fields, to go up to the terraces to -pick tea, 
to work as carpenters and millers, and to process elsholzia oil 
for export. Those who are the most progressive are allowed to 
go into the forests alone to collect firewood and to tend 
buffalos, and do not need to be accompanied by guards. 
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We suddenly exclaimed, M A prison like this is very 
expansive!" "Yes," one of the young public security members 
replied, "very expansive, in both the real life and the absract 
senses of a prison." 

I remembered the views expressed by an individual prior to 
our arriving here, "How could it be like that? They have caused 
mistakes and must accept heavy punishments!" 

Major Chieu smiled kindly and said, "Even in our own sector 
there are a number of people who do not yet have a correct 
viewpoint. But let me first of all invite you to become 
acquainted with the camp inmates. Eighty percent of them are 
youths . " 

We sat down and questioned Le Quoc Khanh, age 21, of Ly Nam 
De Street. He was youthful looking and had a light complexion 
and rounded cheeks. He had been a student in Grade 10. At a 
glance, you could see that he was very mischievous. There was a 
hole in his right earlobe (for an earring?). His mother was a 
doctor and his father was a retired cadre. We wanted to see 
what his observations were on the place and on those who were 
detaining him there. 

"I came to the camp in May 1982. After I entered the camp, 
I studied the camp's regulations and discipline, and I prepared 
a statement of all the bad things I had done out in society and 
promised to carry out well the four norms of a camp inmate. 

These are to clearly recognize one's crimes and continue to 
reveal accomplices still on the outside; to endure hardship in 
order to study politics; to actively engage in labor in order to 
reform well; and to fully carry out the camp’s regulations-,. «... 

"At present, I am in the agricultural team. I want to stay 
in the camp for three years, and I will learn some occupation 
that is compatible. On the very first day that I went out to 
harvest and transplant, I worked as hard as anyone. Everyone 
was issued a set of clothing, a blanket, and a mosquito net on 
entering the camp, but I asked for permission to use the 
mosquito net and blanket that ray family had sent me." 

"Tell me specifically whether you were ever scolded or 
beaten . " 

"I must admit that the first time I committed a crime, I 
shuddered on only hearing mention of the word 'prison.' But 
when the convoy took us from Hoa Lo across the Long Bien Bridge, 
one in the group who had been a repeat criminal many times 
shouted, 'It's Tan Lap!' It was not until I got here that I 
finally understood what a reeducation camp was like. In 
particular, the public security cadres are very human. Nearly 
all of them are young, about my age. I frequently have 
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encountered the situation where cadres are sitting and talking 
with inmates about the streets of Hanoi , or the scene of cadres 
and inmates fighting for a ball on a grass court. I have only 
one thought: peace of mind and sincerity to reeducate myself." 

Tran Dinh [Liem?], also known as Minh, age [24?], who lived 
in Kim Lien [several words blurred in xeroxing] and was brought 
to Tan Lap from that camp. Since he had made so much progress, 
the inmates in his subsection of the camp elected him a standing 
member for emulation. 

[Liem?] related the following to us: The camp inmates 

elect their own group and team leaders and their cultural and 
emulation sections. We have a congress of camp inmates once 
each year to discuss and vote on productive labor norms and to 
re-elect the emulation standing committee. This committee has 
the mission of daily checking on and reminding inmates to comply 
with regulations, to work and study well, and to maintain good 
sanitation and order. If any inmate gets his family to come and 
visit him, and send him many things, we will record these in the 
log book and help him to manage them. In that way, the inmates 
take them out and use them gradually, and they do not take them 
back to their crowded rooms where many complications could 
develop. But the principal mission of our emulation section is 1 
the monthly observation and grading of the re-education of the 
inmates and classifying of them into one of three categories: 
good, intermediate, and poor. Those who are good are rewarded. 
The type of reward that the inmates like the most is to meet 
people from home more often and for longer periods of time. 

And this is Nguyen Van Viet, age 22. When he met us, he 
gave the impression of being a dullard, but actually he is^very 
crafty, just like a fox. Consequently, he has the nickname 
"Viet the fox." He escaped from Agro-Industrial General School 
No. 1 (the school for spoiled children which is two kilometers 
away from the Tan Lap camp) 18 times. After entering this camp, 
Viet tried to escape three times but was recaptured each time. 

We asked him, "How were you punished after each attempted 
escape?" "Viet the fox" replied, "The cadres also had 
compassion for me. They only kept me in a separate cell for 
-seven days. Only the hot-tempered ones who hit and stabbed each 
other and who resisted the public security police to escape were 
punished with 14 days in special confinement. To have to go 
into special confinement meant being poor in reeducation. And 
if one is recognized as being poor, then, the warden committee 
recommends taking the matter to higher echelons, which could 
prolong one's time in the camp. Nobody wants this, including 
me . 


That’s the way it is with the Tan Lap Reeducation Camp and 
the people who are concentrated there. We sit and recall those 
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we met there, for example Viet "the fox,” Khanh "chains," etc., 
and ve exchange views. Clearly we cannot sympathize with the 
superficial viewpoint that [we should simply go ahead and?] 
detain those who have committed crimes for a long time and force 
them to endure very heavy penalties in order to atone (?) for 
the mistakes they have created out in society. But what is the 
right way to educate and reform them? And will that way be 
successful?’ Now, quite a few of the youths who leave the camp 
revert back to their old shortcomings. 

First of all, there needs to be a review of the things that 
have already been done. It roust be said that in past years the 
public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp have 
exerted great efforts. Managing many who have been depraved, 
have bottled - up emotions and parched souls are the youthful 
combatants who have not even been through any normal school. 

And yet these cadres simultaneously work as security guards and 
also organize stepped up production on 500 hectares of fields to 
improve the living conditions for the inmates. These cadres 
also are the teachers to educate these inmates to make them good 
people and to return them to their families and society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been educated well and have left 
the camp. This is an outstanding achievement of the entire body 
of public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp. 

Expert craftsmen have a pair of golden hands, and the public 
security personnel there have golden hearts. Many families are 
forever grateful to them. These are the answsers to the 
questions posed earlier. As for the type of education methods? 
First lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen is still youthful and yet he has 
[number blurred] years of working in reeducation camps. 

Starting as a reconnaissance combatant, he has since worked^in^ 
administration and indoctrination, has been the leader of a 
production team, and now is chief of the Education Section of 
Tan Lap Camp. He has consciously studied this special class of 
people and has amassed a great deal of interesting experience. 

He said: The main thing is that we have defined our own 
responsibility and have faith in the ability of the inmates to 
raise themselves up. We tell ourselves, 'The inmates aifi 
spoiled, but they are not rotten yet.' 

Vu Xuan Nguyen spoke a great deal about people's feelings 
and about compassion. He told us: With people who by their 

very nature are rude, who drink and swear, and who use knives to 
oppress and exploit others, the only way to get to them is 
through their feelings. The joint youth union chapter of Tan 
Lap Camp held a specialized conference to discuss the question, 
"Can Hitting Inmates Help Them to Return to the Right Path?" 

The conclusion was that blows are not effective and only 
demonstrate impotence in the task of educating. 
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One education form that is very successful is the setting 
of good example. For those who have had to go into a 
reeducation camp, a good example or a concrete role model which 
they can follow is even more important. And that good example 
cannot be anyone else but the very ones who are their 
administrators and indoctr inators . 

These comrades are models from their speech to their dress, 
behavior and work. In particular, they maintain honesty and 
integrity. That is the source of their influence with the 
inmates. There have been attempts to bribe the cadres, but 
these have not been successful. The most well-known instance is 
that of Nguyen Due Lam who concealed an expensive watch on his 
person and in the end had to deposit it and turn it over to his 
family to take home with them. (According to camp regulatibns, 
the inmates are not allowed to keep money, watches, gold rings, 
etc.) He admitted that for a whole year, he sought every 
opportunity and had hoped to use that watch to buy off some 
greedy cadre. But all of the cadres were very gentle and very 
serious. The cadres live frugally and do not covet the 
possessions of others. 

How is the education of the inmates in the area of labor 
conducted at Tan Lap Camp? Through working in the fields, 
planting vegetables, making bricks, constructing houses, forging 
knives and mattocks, making furniture, etc., every inmate 
gradually becomes familiar with labor. Initially, they come to 
understand the value of labor and that the actions of certain 
others are savage and inhumane. A number of inmates, on 
returning to their families, have (two lines of text xeroxed 
poorly in the original) in the camp. 

The unity with inmate families and with the local 
government to educate the inmates is also guite close. And, 
thanks to the Ministry of Interior's Department of Prisons, the 
Tan Lap Camp has two irovie pr o jectors--the inmates see films 

twice each month many radios, and a wired radio network (10?) 

kilometers in length, with enough small speakers so that there 
is one in each inmate's room. There also is a relatively 
complete supply of books and newspapers. 

We said to each other: Compared to the needs of the 

inmates, there still is not enough. Under the current 
conditions, however, this is a truly great effort which 
demonstrates the humane policy of our party and state. 

In talking to the warden of Tan Lap Reeducation Camp, one 
of the members of our group said, "You comrades have exerted 
many great efforts that have truly moved us." As one of .(our) 
comrades said on parting with the chief of the Education 
Section, Vu Xuan Nguyen, "(two words blurred), we will return to 
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the city, our native villages, and our families, and the cadres 
vUl stay on here indefinitely. Of course, there still are some 
things that are worth thinking about.'* 

And what are those things? First of all, the reeducating 
of mistaken people is an extremely difficult task. The state 
has entrusted the public security sector with the responsibility 
for it. In order to perform this difficult mission vel , 
however , we see a need for the active participation of many 
sectors, first of all the Youth Union, the education, public 
health, labor, culture, and physical education and spor s 
sectors , the Vocational Training General Department, etc. 
industrial productive labor has a great effect on the education 
and reform of people. The bulk of the inmates there are urban 
people. Consequently, there need to be instructors to teac 
vocations and the equipping of each camp with a vocational 
training shop so that the inmates can learn a profession and 
have an easy time in finding jobs when they leave the camp. 

This is a pressing aspiration of the inmates. The inma es ve y 
much hope that when they complete their terms in reeducation, 
the production installations will not be preduudiced against 
them and push them away but instead will help by 
and giving them jobs, thereby creating conditions for them to 
continue to train themselves in their areas of progress. 

Recognizing the proper role of the reeducation camps, 
unceasingly educating and improving the teaching abilities of 
those who work at the camps, having compassion for these youths 
who are spoiled but not yet rotten, and contributing to making 
these inmates into honest and upright people are the things ve 
wanted to mention when ve said our farewell to the public 
security combatants, beloved people, and inmates who are ^ ^ 

striving to rebuild their lives at Tan Lap. 

December 1982 


^^Le Van Ba 
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From: CH— OPS 

To: CDR-JCRC 


Subj: U.S. Prisoners Held in Vinh Phu Camp (Hearsay) 


Source: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f . 

g- 

h. 

i. 


Name : SC* 

DOB: c 

POB: ^ ^ 

Former Position: 

Present Location: 

Identification Data 
DOI: 1979 (hearsay in Oct 81) 

Date of Interview: 21 Sep 83 

Interviewer: MSgt S. H. Downs USMC 


Major ARVN; Binh Dinh Sector Command, Regional Forces 

' S£> 


Source is a former career ARVN officer who served from 1953 to 1968 as an 
engineer officer. .He was trained in pychological warfare at the ^ aT C °° 
in Saigon in 1962 and at Ft. Bragg in 1965. Ordered to the Binh Dinh Sector 
Command to be the Chief of Political Affairs in 1968 he was assigned J^ tea 
to be the Sector Logistics Officer in which capacity he served °; “ ur 
was elected to the Binh Dinh Provincial Council (legislator) in 9 
year term. HeTreturned to the Sector Command in October 1974 and aS 

Sector Inspector (equivalent to IG) until the communist takeover in 1975. 

Source was held in reeducation at the former GVN Prison in Qui Nhon City from 
Anril to Aueust 1975, then at "Tong Trai #4" in Phu\ Phong (D) , Binh Dinh (P) 

££ hS l»l. He » a! then transferred to "Tong Trai «" 30 Kn nest of 
Tuv Hoa (C) in Cung Son (area name), Phu Yen (P) (presently Phu Khanh). ~In 
December 1978 he was transferred to A30 Camp, Dong Bo, 15 Km sout o ung o 
He was released on 22 June 1981 and lived in Qui Nhon until forced to a new 
economic zone in Long Khanh (P) in August 1981, where he remained one month, 
returned to him home in Qui Nhon due to a back injury. 

In October 1981, source was visited by his brother, £ D 

recently been released from reeducation in NVN.and was enroute to join his family 
in. Saigon, where he still lives (source disclaimed knowledge of address, s 
comment below) • 

SO revealed to source that while in Vinh Phu Camp, 60 Km ^arby 

Ba Vi Mountains (NFI) , in 1979, he was required to work at a epeci reouired 

in which two Americans were held. SO allegedly told source that he was required 
to do "sanitation" work in the camps because the "special prisoners wer ® no 
Squired to do it f" themselves, "source stated that 515 referred to the number 
of such prisoners as "two" at times and as "some" at other times. gave no 

detail to support his contention that the special prisoners were Americans. ^ 
Source conjectured that his brother knew it because they were not Vietnamese. 
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30 September 1983 

According to source, •$•> disclosed no other details of the matter. Source .. 
responded negatively to all remaining specific questions. 

Comment : 

Source generally appeared reluctant to reveal personal information about his 
brother. He was at first evasive about his brother's address, then stated he 
did not know it. Source eventually revealed the following about his brother: 
Former ARVN captain; intelligence officer in J-2, General Staff of the Armed 
Forces, Saigon. 5-/S was held in reeducation from 1975 to 1981 in NVN. 

Source anticipates settlement in the U.S. in the next couple of months. He 
provided this forwarding address: 
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BEGIN TRANSLATION 


TO: Mr. Vincent Mayer 

A few problems concerning re-education camps. 

In June 1976 I began being moved from the fTam Hiep Re-education 
."Camp in Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, to northern Vietnam. 

My first northern camp was Camp 12 of Yen Bai/Hoang Lien Son 
7(P). The camp had nine simple buildings, new constructed 
along the edge of a row of mountains , surrounded only by 
mountains and jungle. The buildings were only constructed 
of a frame with no walls, and nothing inside. The roofs were 
made of bamboo and sugar cane. Later, we were divided into 
teams and worked at sawing wood, chopping bamboo and sugar 
cane to rebuild. The short buildings held from 60-80 people, 
while the longer buildings held from 80-120 people. Sleeping 
areas were covered with sugar cane and were single story. 

The buildings were surrounded with a sugar cane fence tightly 
weaved in a diagonal pattern. Camp 12 belonged to LT1, man- 
aged by the' 776 Gp. 


- SKETCH - 

In October 1977, I was moved to the Vinh Phu Re-ed Camp. This 

camp was managed by the PSS and consisted of 7 sub camps. 

The first sub camp I was in was K-l, which was a camp which was 
built in 19^5 and had been restored. The buildings were built 
with walls. The roof was made of "To-Le" and tile. Each build- 
ing held from 100-120 people. Sleeping areas were on tw‘5' floors 
one above and one below. The buildings were surrounded by a 
durable brick fence which had spikes mounted on the top and 
had rolled barbed wire around the base. 

In January 1978, I was moved to K-2 of Vinh Phu. 

In January 1980, I was moved to' Thanh Phong Re-ed Camp of 

Thanh Hoa (P). 

In April 1980, I was moved to the Thanh Lam Camp of Thanh 
Hoa (P). 

At these camps, the buildings, the general camp shape, measure- 
ments and building materials were all alike. All building 
frames were wooden, while the roofs and walls were made of sugar 
cane and bamboo. Each building held from 100-160 people. The 
camps were divided into two sections, one for political prison- 
ers (from South Vietnam) and one for criminals. The following 
sketch is of Thanh Lam. 



- SKETCH - 

Special points 

A. Area for political prisoners 

B. Area for criminal prisoners 

C. Area of prisoners who are under (constant) supervi- 
sion: including those captured since I960, and a 

number of Chinese. 

The Thanh Lam Camp is also called the Thanh Lam Collective 
Farm. This area is a dangerous, difficult area fenced off 
deep in the mountainous jungles of Thanh Hoa (P). According 
to the Vietnamese communists, this area was to be developed 
into a living area for former RVN political figures. 

It is estimated that over 20,000 hectors of forest land will 
be exploited and will accommodate from 100,000 to 200,000 
political figures. These are the words of an official an- 
nouncement. The standard of living of the camp of To Ba 
Oanh, PSS Captain was depicted as wonderful: like saying 

goodbye to the symbol of a Collective Farm director. 

Naturally, they could not reach their goals, because when 

we arrived there were only about 1,000 people there. We 

were later moved from camp to camp or moved to camps in 

southern Vietnam. 

Myself and a number of others were moved to Camp 3 Tan Ky of 
Nghe Tinh (P). This camp was built in 19^5- The buildings 
were made of brick and had tile roofs. The sleeping areas 
included two stories, one above and one below. Each building 
held from 80-100 people. The camp perimeter wall was made 
of brick and was sturdy. Broken bottles were imbedded on 
top of the wall, as were spikes. Rolled barbed wire was also 
used. 


This camp held the following elements of inmates 

- Political (former RVN politicians) 

- FULR0 

- Commandos (captured from I960 on, and included some Chinese) 

- Criminals 


On 10 March 1983 , I was released. The camp population at that 
time was over 2,000. Political inmates numbered approximately 
1,000 people. Of those inmates, I remember the following peopl 


- Dang Thanh Cu 

- Nguyen Huu A 

- Ton That Khien 

- Linh Muc Lan 


Special Police Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Colonel 
Chaplain 


Nguyen Hoang Thao 
Mai Van Thanh 
Ly Minh Tam 
Do Van Dien 
Phong (given name) 
Le Chi Thien 
Hai (given name) 
Tran Huu Que 
Nguyen Van Bich 
Thuat (given name) 
A (given name) 

Tran Van My 
Phong (given name) 


ARVN Security Major 

ARVN Major 

ARVN Captain 

ARVN LTC , Engineer 

ARVN Major, Recon, "tinh" 20H" 

ARVN LTC 

VNAF LTC 

ARVN LTC 

ARVN LTC 

Captain, Binh Dinh Development 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 


Sc 


END TRANSLATION 



Name: 5 Q, 

Rank: Captain . ......... 

Unit: 110th Wing, 1st Division, Airforce 
Re-Ed : 1st May 1975 to 1st January 1981 . V 1 

: ' 

Dear Sir: 

At your request, I am going to write what I've seen and heard during the 
time I was the prisoner of the Vietnamese communists. At first I have to 
ask you to keep this report a secret. Please do not ‘reveal any name or 
details given, to any International organizations or to the Press. 


Places and names of detention: 

1. Long Giao Camp, Long Khanh (1975 - 1976) over 10,000 people from 
Captain to 'Colonel. I don’t know the name of the leader and the organization 

of the camp . 


2. Joint Camp IV (Regiment Command) in Hoang Lien Son Province was divided 
into 9 camps = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. From July 1976 to August 1978, I 

had been in camps 9, 3, 7,4. — - *~ 

- Each camp had 300 detainees, one camp leader, 30 to 40 security men. 

- Everyday, we had to work either in the woods or in the fields. 

- The leader of 7th camp was Captain Hang (1978) 

- Over 50 prisioners died of sickness, exhaustion, food poisoning. They 
were buried in Cam Nhan Village. 

- During 1977 to 1978, the communist launched their appressive campaign 
against the political prisoners. 


/ 

3. 197^? - 198^ = in Vinh Quango Camp (Ha Noi) 


Camp leaders : 

a) Tran Van Ho: Lieutenant Colonel (1978 - 1980,) 

b) Nguyen Cac : Major (1980) 


1 


a 4,° _ 

* Vinh Quang camp was, divided into two zones: A & B. \jji- 

- Zone A: spread over 40,000m with 2 barracks, each having 7 houses of 
6m x 20m. Each housed 7 ° people and each person had exactly 0.42m sleeping 
space. Two security guards made checks every 30 minutes at night although 
all doors were locked. Each morning we x*ere waken up by the sound of the 


gong and waiting for the door to be opened and got ready for work. 

- Zone B: located in the North of Zone A, over 4,000 square meters and 
having 500 people. The total population of Vinh Quang camp was 1,500. 


ft The names of the detainees who are still in the camp (since 1978): 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Duy Diem = former officer in Airforce, 

1st division, 38 years old. (Zone A). 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Trung = 40 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone A) . 

3. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Van Manh = 48 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone B) . 

4. Lieutenant Colonel Cao Quang Khuyen = 40 years old, in Airforce, 

1st division (Zone A). 

5. Lieutenant Colonel Le Man Hoat = 47 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone B) • 

6. Major Huynh Ngoc Duong = 45 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 
(Zone B) . 

7. Major Tran Van Vinh =40 years old; in Airforce, 1st division (Zone 
B). 

8. Major Nguyen Quoc Hai = 38 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 
(Zone A). 



9. Major Nguy ' Xuan Hue = 38 years old, in Amorce, 1st division 
(Zone A) . 

10. Captain Duong Viet Dang = 35 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 
(Zone A) . 

11. Captain Do Dung =33 years old. Airforce, 1st division (Zone A) 

12. Captain Le An = 37 years old. Artillery, Infantry 1st division. 

13. Colonel Ly Ba Pham =*50 years old, former chief of Khanh Hoa Province 

(Nha Trang) . 

14. Captain Nguyen Van Phuong = 38 years old, in Han Nghia Sector ... * 

(Zone A). _ » - 

* x have not heard of any American prisoners. 

* As I heard. Tan hap Camp in Vinh Phu housed over 4,000 prisoners, had been 
transferring the prisoners to Central and South Vietnam, specially to Binh 

Tuy region. 

* Ha Nam Ninh Camp (Ha Noi) = the prisoners mostly were former colonels. 
Colonel Hoang Tich Thong, former deputy commander of Infantry 2nd division 

was among them. 

* Ha Tay Camp = I was there for 3 days before release. This camp held only 
generals and high ranking civilian officers. Former Minister of Defense 
Tran Trung Dung and Major General Le Minh Dao were detained 


Living Condition: 

4 Each one was given 12 kgs. of food, sometimes only 9 kgs., mostly dried 
or fresh cassava or rye. Once or twice every 30 days we would have some 
rice. The main dish was salt water and green vegetables. Sometimes 
every one or two months we were given 100 or 150 grs. of water buffalo 
meat each. The prisoners relied on their families for food supply. Most 


of them were in very bad shape. 
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* Labor: 8 hours of work each day, 6^iays a week, overtime on Sunday 

r~\ o 

twice a month, called "Labor Society Day . 

* Political education = after we were transferred to Vinh Quang Camp 

(1978 - 1981) we only learned of the International news from our families. 

• • -• •• 

Almost all of us had hoped that the Chinese military would help us to be 
: . ; . v. change Vietnam's situation. . - • • 

* Mail = we were allowed *to write once a month under their control. 
Sometimes it was 4 or 5 months before the letters were sent. 

*The communists never allowed us to meet the. International delegations. 
The delegates would see very few people in the camp. The prisoners whom 
the communists had chosen, had to tell the delegates what the communists 

told them to say- 

If the prisoners told the delegates the truth they were later bound hand 
and foot and were never eligible for release from prison. 

The communists displayed a lot of food but the prisoners weren't allowed 
to eat it and later it was taken away. 

* Even if a prisoner was sick unless it was obvious he was forced to work 
Only when it rained very had did we get time off because they feU. it- 
was too hard to control the prisoners during hard rain. 


Cadres Committee: 

* Instructional cadres = each house had 70 people and was a team itself. 

One or two cadres were in charge of our spiritual and our political 
activities. 

* Supervisor Cadres = accompanied the detainees out for field work. Always 
armed and on shift, these cadres were responsible for the exact number of 
the detainees whom they look out of camp. 



They rotated in. order to avoid being involved sentimentally with the 
detainees. Contrary to this the instructional cadres were assigned 
permanently to a group. ^ 


••• ... : • 

* Educational cadres = were responsible for the education of the prisoners, 
reading of Ha Noi newspapers, food rations, sick prisoners or the prisoners 
who worked at the camp. 


* Food supply team leader — Major Thinh. 


* Agriculture cadres = supervised the prisoners' planting duties. 


* Planning cadres = in charge of the prisoners' productivity. 


I personally saw or heard all that is written above. The above information 

is general’, if you want details, please ask me. 

i 

cT K £ 
c . ^ 

■s t 5 ^ 


VINH QUANG CAMP COMMITTEE 










unm xi* WXIMM ruu* i ^ ALl.^0 ^ 

1 -; •-*• • ir&tf' OM*** 1 * **■**' 

| r 1. ^0 VAN KIM/- POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF TEC-HNICAL BUREAU IN DISTRICT^ ^ 

I V _ T<y*L&p 

‘4 6 OF SAIGON. . _ 

| 2. NGUYEN_TH ANH_TAM POLICE CAPTA'lN/ SECTION CHIEF OF EMIGRATION AND 

I : IMMIGRATION SECTION OF THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT OF THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS. 

\ • • •' f " # 

| 3. IRUONG_HOANG_HA p0LICE CAPTATN/ BUREAU CHIEF OF THE SECURITY BUREAU 

% ■ • ’ *K| M £ k* 

| IN BINH DINH / QUI NTT 0 N 

] 4. LE VAN_BON ^ p 0 |_ICE CAPTAIN/ BUREAU CHIEF OF THE PRODUCTION CENTER/ OF 

% 

l POLICE HEADQUARTERS. . ... . ;• 

3 5. VO_NHU_LANG^ p0LICE CAPTAIN IN ZONE 1 DANANG 

6 . PHAM_VAN_GIAU/ P olicE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF THE PSYCHO-WAR BUREAU OF 
: .i DISTRICT 11/ SAIGON 

i 7. NGUYEN_VAN_NHf/ POLICE CAPTAIN OF THE NATIONAL POLICE INSTITUTE IN 
I THU DUC. 

I 8 . NGUYEN_NGOC_TAN/ MIL itARY CAPTAIN OF THE POLY-WAR DEPARTMENT 
i 9 . LY PHAX_TAN/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ INSPECTOR OF THE HEADQUARTERS IN SAIGON 

- 10. L£ TRUNG TRUC * POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF TRAN VAN LINH POLICE 

STATION IN DISTRICT 11 SAIGON. 

i : — - • 

1 H. NGUYEN_VAN_D4l/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF SECURITY BUREAU/ OF SAIGON 

POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

1 12. TRAN_DINH CHUC/ ARMY CAPTAIN/ OF THE POLY-WAR 

4 13. NGUYEN_VAN_IHANH/ POLICE CAPTAIN OF ZONE II. 

i 14. NGUYEN XUAN_LAM/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ ASSISTANT CHIEF OF THE SPECIAL POLICE 
BUREAU. 

f 15. NGUYEN VO/_POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF OPERATIONS BUREAU/ DISTRICT 9 

i 16 - —————————— army officer 

17. NGUYEN VAN DUONG/ ARMY 1ST. LIEUTENANT/ POLY-WAR 



STATION/ DISTRICT ') > 

V-. 20. HOANG_VAN_PH UONG/ POLICE CAPTAIN* CHIEF OF PHU DINH POLICE 

~~ STATION/ DISTRICT 6 — 

21. DANG THE CHINH/ POLI C'E< C APT AI N / CHIEF OF THE CITY HALL POLICE 


STATION/ DISTRICT 1 

22. HUYNH HUU LONG POLICE MAJOR/ COMMANDER OF THE POLICE FORCE IN 

“ 0 

BINH DAI DISTRICT ‘CGIONG T R ©M ) BEN TRE. 

23. LE DUY ‘ CHAT/ LIEUTENANT COLONEL/ COMMANDER OF SPECIAL ZONE 7 


CUM CIVILIAN DISTRICT CHIEF. 

24. IRUONG_VAN_TRO/ LIEUTENANT COLONEL OF THE SPECIAL ZONE 44 

25. VO VAN SET POLICE CAPTAIN/ COMMANDER OF THE 7TH FIELD 
POLICE COMPANY OF THE SPECIAL BAT ALLION 5 



26. NGUYEN VAN TRUONG, POLICE CAPTAIN CHIEF OF A POLICE STATION IN DISTRICT 5 
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P 272258Z JAN 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 271400Z JAN 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 





EZ2: 

1774/VO-PW 

SERIAL: 6-014-0118-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) /FRANCE (FR) 

SUBJ: HR 6-014-0118-86/FRENCH PRISONERS AT MO CHEN PRISON 

DOI: 860928 (RO) 

SOURCE: . VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT 3'Q, WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THERE WERE THREE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY AT MO CHEN 

PRISON IN 1963. 

TEXT: 

1. SOURCE WAS CAPTURED ON 30 JUNE 1962 AT THE MOUTH OF THE SONG 
GIANG RIVER IN AN ENGAGEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCESr 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES HAD LOCATED SOURCE'S INFILTRATION 
TRAWLER SUPPORTING FROGMEN PLANTING MINES ON NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL 
CRAFT. AFTER IMPRISONMENT AT THE PROVINCIAL SECURITY SERVICES 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO HOA LO PRISON IN 
HANOI FOR FURTHER INTERROGATION BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY, 
SINCE RENAMED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. AFTER APPROXIMATELY TWO 
MONTHS HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MO CHEN PRISON, EAST OF SON TAY CITY. 

HE REMAINED AT MO CHEN UNTIL TRANSFERRED IN 1963 TO YEN THO PRISON 
IN CURRENT VINH PHU PROVINCE, SINCE RENAMED TAN LAP PRISON. 

2. IN 1963, EXACT DATE UNRECALLED, SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED ON A 
WORK DETAIL OUTSIDE THE PRISON. RETURNING TO THE PRISON HE OBSERVED 
THREE CAUCASIAN MALES WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. TWO WERE 
DECIDEDLY CAUCASIAN, THE THIRD APPEARING TO BE A SWARTHY NORTH 
AFRICAN EURASIAN. ALL THREE WERE ADULT MALES AND SOURCE INITIALLY 
ASSUMED THE TRIO WERE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY. HE DID NOT TALK TO 



ANY OF THE THREE. ~ 

3. RETURNING TO HIS CELL SOURCE QUESTIONED POLITICAL PRISONERS 

HE MET ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF THE THREE PERSONS HE BELIEVED TO BE 
FRENCH WHO WERE WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. THE POLITICAL 
PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE WERE INDEED FORMER FRENCH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL FROM THE EARLIER INDOCHINA WAR. HE ASKED WHY THEY WERE IN 
PRISON. THE POLITICAL PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE FRENCH WANTED TO 
RETURN TO FRANCE BUT HAD BEEN UNABLE TO AND WERE NOW IN PRISON. 
SOURCE NEVER SAW OR HEARD REFERENCE TO THE TRIO AFTER LEAVING MO 
CHEN PRISON. 

VO-PW COMMENTS: THE THREE INDIVIDUALS SOURCE REPORTED SEEING AT 

MO CHEN WERE ALSO SEEN AND REPORTED TO DIA BY ANOTHER BOAT CREWMAN 
AT MO CHEN IN 1962-63. THE THREE HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY CORRELATED 
TO FORMER FRENCH MILITARY FROM THE BA VI STATE FARM, POSSIBLY TWO OF 
WHOM WERE LATER OBSERVED AT PHO LU PRISON IN THE LATER 1960S. NONE 
WERE OBSERVED IN THE PRISON SYSTEM BY FORMER COMMANDOS AFTER 1971. 


BT 
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ZYIW RUEHOKAS325 0850620 


PRIORITY 
P 2608182 MAR 86 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// PRIORITY 
SECOEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE NASHOC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
,ir^ utAHnr//.i6// PRIORITY 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH IS325 


RESEMBLED THE MAN HE HAD SEEN. 


CITE: : 3223 MAR 86 

SUBJECT: JCRC REPOR T 86-002. LIVE CAUCASIAN IN YEN BA1 
RE-EDUCATION CAMP 


REF: JCRC RPT 86-003. U.S. HELICOPTER WITH REMAINS. 

DTD 26 MAR 86 

1 SOURCE: NAME: -i' 1/ .DOB: $b 

. pQg. WKITWII* NATTONAI PO! TfF 

CAPTAIN: PRESEKT^LOCATJON S'b 

jA IDENTIFICATION DATA: jb . 001: 

APRIL 1977; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 11 MARCH 1986; NAME Of 
INlERVItWER: DAVID V. ATHERTON. MSG, USA; OTHER: 
SOURCE'S ADDRESS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM WAS 
29’/llB B«1 HAT WARD 7. DISTRICT 10. KCMC. HIS YOUNGFR 
RROTHFR '32A RFSIDFS AT f/\ 

SOURCE’S RE-EDUCATION 
(REED) CHRONOLOGY WAS: 26 JUNE 1975 - JUNE 1976. TRUY 
TAM AN DUONG. 6IEN HOA; JUNE 1976 - OCTOBER 1977. CAMP 
14 INTERCAMP 1 HOANG LIEN SON. YEN BA1; OCT 77 - APRIL 
1982. TAN LAP, V1NH PHU: APRIL 1982 - OCTOBER 1984, HAM 
TAN Z30D. 


2 SUMMARY: SOURCE IS A 41 YEAR OLD FORMER 
viETNAMESE NATIONAL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO PROVIDED INFORMA- 
TION CONCERNING THE SIGHTING OF A CAUCASIAN IN THE YEN 
BA1 RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM IN APRIL 1977. SOURCE PROVIDED A 
FIRSTHAND DESCRIPTION AND CAMP RUMOR CONCERNING THIS IN- 
DIVIDUAL. 

3 INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION AS FACT. ON TWO OCCASIONS DURING APRIL 1977. 
WHILE INCARCERATED IN THE T14 CAMP OF THE YEN BA1 RE- 
ED CAMP SYSTEM. SOURCE MADE TRIPS TO CAMP II WHERE HE 
OBSERVED A CAUCASIAN MALE (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS “HE"). 
HE WAS THIN. WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL, HAD 
A FULL HEAD OF BROWN HAIR CUT FAIRLY SHORT. SPORTED FULL, 
LONG SIDEBURNS AND WAS STILL YOUNG ALTHOUGH SOURCE WOULD 
NOT VENTURE A GUESS AS TO HIS AGE. HE SPOKE FLUENT 
VIETNAMESE. RUMOR HAD IT THAT HE DROVE A TRUCK ANO 
WORKED ON THE CAMP GENERATOR. HE WAS ALSO THOUGHT TO 
HAVE BEEN PLANNING TO MARRY A VIETNAMESE GIRL. SOURCE 
HEARD THAT HE HAD AT ONE TIME MADE PREPARATIONS TO SHOW 

A MOVIE FOR A VILLAGE NEAR SOURCE'S CAMP. BUT SOURCE 010 
NOT RECALL THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE. WHEN SHOWN A GROUP 
OF PICTURES. SOURCE PICKED OUT TWO, ONE OF ROBERT GARWOOO 
IN AN AIRPLANE AND ONE OF A FRENCH ACTOR NAMED “ROBERT* 
BUT SAID THAT THE LATTER’S HAIR WAS TOO LONG. SOURCE 
INDICATED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GARWOOO MORE CLOSELY 


ACTION 

INFO 


(M) 


SDP:ISA(1) USDP:MIA(1) CJCSM) 0JS:(2) Jl(l) 

3(6) NIDS(l) J5(2) CMB QC(1) SEC0EF(9) USOP(ll) 
0-PW(2) NMIC(l) AT-3(2) DB-2(1) DB-2C(1) DB-2C2(1) 


DIA(l) 

+NSC WASHINGTON DC 
40CSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASHINGTON OC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+AIWCC FT RITCHIE MD 


♦SAFE 


48 


TOR c 86 r ' oe; /r ' QO * 77 — t ihiocnot; /0828Z 
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R 0912111 OCT 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 09H24Z OCT 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS FT . 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
btittk ICS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW /WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/HR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA NASHDC 
RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

rS%e^ate S ^hdc//eap/vlc/ca/ocs/emr// 

BT 




HI 


CITE: 

EZ2: 

SUBJECT: 


SECTIOK 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK <><>™ 60«25<x> 
3647 OCT 85. 


35-044A, REINTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 


REF: 

1 . 


A. 

B. 


JCRC REPORT 

JCRC MSG RPT 35-044 , DTG 240758Z JUL 85. 
DIA/VO-PW MSG, DTG 31 ^ j^wTFRVIEW OF 

SUBJECT B^BE™ # 

CONCEBNING BE-EDUCATION CAMP INFOBMITOON AND BfiQBES 

PHOTOS OF s-c ^^fUGEE CAMP, MALATSIA 
_ u „ f '*L 2ll AUGU st 1985. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION RE- 
PRESENTS THE RESULTS OF THE REINTERVIEW AND WAS RELATED 

SIKSFSSvb! 

sola's KrtagSasr 

T up at THF AM THUONG TRAIN STATION , VICINITY WJ Ullji 
THE INMATES WERE THEN PLACED ON SMALL BOATS AND T 


THF CAMP VIA A SMALL STREAM. THE TRIP FROM THE TRAIN 
STATION TO THE CAMP TOOK APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR, THE 
nkito uAur THAN GIANG WAS TAKEN FROM A LOCAL VILLAGE IN 
“f SqSht. F IND A MAM AMO VILLAGE AT 

3® H^SfrflH 1965* ALL INMATES MERE MOVED 

Jo C HA I SaNG (P) THE NAME XUAN GIANG HAS TAKEN AND WAS 
HACIANG_CAMP, which mas one of three 
m (omIswere quyet tiem and vimhtiem ). 

“ SITE ®S®»D 

op en CAMP THE THREE HA GIANG CAMPS HERE 
™ SUBCAMPS OF A HIGHER ECHELON. 

wam^iLg^PHU TOO CAMP HEADED BY TRAN QUOC THOAN. 

S SSTlS HliilSTRY OF FUBLICSECmiTT. WHICH 
to Mnu pat i pn THF MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS (MOI)* 

raAsSrolM 1961 AS A RESULT OF THE MOI 
DECREE TO "CONCENTRATE” THE "DANGEROUS" ELEMENTS. SOURCE 
Km l"l USED "XUAN GIANG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP PHU TOO" AS A RETURN ADDRESS ON MAIL. SOURCE RE 
rAilpn thF“ FOLLOWING SRV CAMP PERSONNEL: 

- TUAN (FULL NAME UNK) MAJOR, APPROX 60 Y0A ’ Jji^ T ^ RDE * 
_ TANG (FULL NAME UNK) 2LT, APPROX 30 YOA, EDUCATION 

- A LOC* (FULL NAME UNK) SGT, INMATE SUPERVISOR WHO BEAT 

TOE foixowing T categories of inmates: nvn 
I rflTARY AND POLICE WHO RANKED FROM PRIVATES UP to OF- 
FICERS* NVN ADMINISTRATORS OF DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL 
LEVEL * * ANTI-COMMUNIST WRITERS; CATHOLIC PRIESTS; ANTI- 
COMMUNIST POLITICAL FIGURES; PRIVATE LAND OWNERS; BUD- 
DHIST MONKS AND CAPTURED COMMANDERS. SOURCE RECALLED 
TH^FOLLOWINGDISTIHGUISKED individuals MHO MERE HELD IN 
TOE CAMP: 

maw RAC NINH PROVINCE CHIEF . 

_ yu THE HUNG, THANH HOA PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATOR IN 

1 9 TRAN HUU TUONG, ASST CHAIRMAN OF THE CATHOLIC LEAGUE 

-^LE^VAN TY, AN ETHNIC VIETNAMESE (NOT MIXED) CAPTAIN 

IN THE FRENCH ARMY. „ TTTO 

- NGO VAN MINH, LAWYER AND DISTRICT CHIEF* 

- TRUONG MINH HO, LAWYER AND DISTRICT CHIEF. 

- nSS XUAN DOANH, 1LT. ^AL QJGINEER 

o SOURCE EXPLAINED THE RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM AS 

FOLLOWS EACH RE- ED UCATION CAMP (ACTUALLY, PRISON 
CAMP) CALLED "CENTRAL CAMP" (TRUNG VONG) CONSISTED 
OF^NE^MAIN CAMPCOMMNDED BY A WARDEN (GIAM TOI) AND 
TWO SUBCAMPS WHICH WERE COMMANDED BY DEPUTY WARDENS. 
typtcat STAFF SECTIONS INCLUDED THE EDUCATION SECTION, 
™ ATOIH S TRAINING SECTION, CAHP MANAGEMENT SECTION 
2£ fSoDWT IoTsOTION. EACH CAMP NORMALLY HELD UF 
TO 1 non INMATES 10-15 IN A GROUP CALLED A CELL (TO). 
FOUR* OR FIVE CELLS MADE A TEAM (TO AN). A COMPANY (DOI) 
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R 091211Z OCT 85 

* 

RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ ANMCC FT RITCHIE HD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 

™°jCRC 4 LIAISON 5 BANGKOK TH - 

imfo^ruhqhqa/uscincpac^hoholulu HI//J2/J3/J36// 

SSxSSS WASHINGTON u// 

SeAdS/VHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

S/K^kuala luhpur 

S“em?atc S 2^1tc//eap/vlc/ca/ocs/emr// 

BT 


CITE: 

EZ2: 


SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 60425 
3647 OCT 85. 


SUBJECT: 

CONSISTED OF TWO TEAHS WHICH *E puvsTCALLY SEPARATED 
OR AREAS (KHU) WHICH WERE ; KILO- 

FROM ONE another by approxihateli three u sr 

meters. the camps had A KITC^J * disciplinary 

SE££* 

ss r 

MMAm P oSSlDE ; TO CAMP WD WOULD ^ 

NATIONS OUTSIDETHE GATE WB««g HUl ITARY BUT 
REPORTING FOR DAILY DUTY. ™L ESCORTING IN- 

HERE UNDER PSS CAMP CACRE OONTOL. ftLONG WITH 

5 r sk ssr 
as s “5553®.®^?^ 

SSfflf SS « RESUMING LABOR UNTIL ,730 


hours, lights out was from 2100 H^L 0500. THE 
lowing holidays wers observed ™ ^ VIET namese 

september^buddha^s birthi M»Tff VI and labor 
NEW YEAH vtpppt pop THE ABOVE FIVE HOLIDAYS. 

H 

f® 0THER s 5SScftiD FELLOVI INMATES WERE MOVED F ROM WAN 

stm-Tp" ssrasr- 

SSS SOURCE NEVER LEARNED THE EXACT LOCATION 

sa-w ~ "Sri. fsss — 
KKi £!€sw. , s» 

S' f^TTw^SrA^^"^ « 

same AS IN IN WAN CIANG/HA GIANG, SOURCE 

oprfti t pn WARING THAT IN THE DISCIPLINARY AREA OF THE 
CAMP WHICH WAS LOCATED AGAINST THE BACK FENCE n i??SL T Y 
FFNCE BEING FARTHEST FROM THE MAIN GATE) 

SSm“ “ASM -®5- 

ss&^rTS&Wi-’ss'S 

^fxn" "eS^wS S££ 

KS SJM 

INFORMATION WERE UNKNOWN TO SOURCE. (JCRC NOTE . LAT 

SS K’Sg^T^S^ " 

S BLUE PRISONER UNIFORMS AS THEY WALKED AWAY raOM^THEIR 
BUILDING. HE STATED THEY APPEARED TO BE 1.8 ^ERS^TALL. 
<y»HRrE COULD NOT SEE THEIR FACES, AND ONLY SPECULAlfcU 
thfy WFRE AMERICANS DUE TO THEIR HEIGHT AND THE FRCT 

“Km# sketch of this camp. stating his 

mpmoRY WAS SO POOR* HE WAS UNABLE. 

MEMORI WAS^SO PUU»^ rocE UAS ^spebbeb FROM WAN 

GIANG/HA GIANG TO PHONG OUANG IN LAO CAI (P) WHERE . 



„E REMAINED UNTIL HIS RELEASE^ “g 

K HE BOARDED A TRUCK AMD RODE FOR THREE 


BT 

#0425 
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PAGE 000 


C1SEAR 



HSGHO 


pi CPCXX) *10/09/85* *09:07:58.3-8* 

icic14:06:02Z (PC) 


r 091211Z OCT 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

MFO RUEADHW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

ROEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE HD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 091124Z OCT 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

IHFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J3&// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

nnrv JCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

SSS/SoUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC, 

HOEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
KUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC/ /EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 

BT 


SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK <><>TH 60425<><> 
3647 OCT 85- 


CITE: 

iraJECT- JCRC REPORT 85-044A, REINTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 
norms BEFORE REACHING THE CAMP . SOURCE ONLY RECALLED 
BEING LOCATED IN A FORESTED MOUNTAINOUS AREA 
™^WUK' RIDE LAO CAI TOWN, DIRECTION UNKNOWN. 

S S WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY AS WAS THE OTHER TWO CAMPS. SOURCE STA TE D 

INMATES AT PHONG QUANG HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED 
^ OUYET^ TIEN VINHTIEN , YUAN GIANG/HA GIANG, THANH 
SSnffHOArBAC THAI/THAI NGUYEN, AND NAM HA/NAM 
«J X)INH INMATES ALSO INCLUDED SOME COMMANDOS FROM SOOTH 
*^SaM AND A NUMBER OF TAIWANESE AND LAOTIANS. SOURCE 
RECALLED THE FOLLOWING VIP INMATES: 

- FATHER CHINH, PRIEST, DECEASED. 

- LUYEN (FULL NAME UNKNOWN), COMMANDO. 

MARTTINETTE. INDONESIAN, DECEASED . 

I NGUYEN HUU DO, CATHOLIC TEACHER, BEAT TO DEATH BY 

GUARDS. 

_ VUONG DIEU DINH, LAOTIAN. 

- KHU NGOC KHAM, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR. 

upttyfn chi thien. literature professor. 

I LE KHA, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR, NOW RELEASED AND LIVING 
TN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 



- MICHEL TAN VAN, STUDENT CATHOLIC PRIEST FROM HANOI, 

DAT, STUDENT CATHOLIC PRIEST FROM HANOI, 

crrmF.MT CATHOLIC PRIEST, DECEASED. 
mthfr VIHH A LEADING PRIEST FROM HANOI, DECEASED. 

: IS’lB PHIEU, TWO BROTHERS vmo BELONGED TO THE 

recalled A ^ T following — s in addition 

^^nSSer'Sh^ED SOUTH IN 1954, HELD IN 

? U CANH^ NORTHERNER^ WHO * MOVED SOUTH IN 1954, HELD IN 

SUBCAMP B, PHONG QUANG. 

- TIEP, CAPTURED IN HUE IN 1968. 

THIEP. NAS SHOT AND KILLED IN PRISON. _____ 

iTcE^P JSTSwMS SUBCAHPS^ "DESIGNATED . 

SSS A’S “ ™ SSSMM-nsm.- 

Se^ISfiK MURCE STATED HE HAD NEVER MET OR 1 HEARD 
Sf A A-^E (SEE DIA MSGS/ $54 011801Z AUG 85 

AND*i2l609Z AUG 85 AND JCRC-LNB HSG, DTG 110505Z SEP 

? 5> ' SOURCE PROVIDED NO FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING 
HIS BROTHER EXCEPT THAT HE NON HAS A NEW ADDRESS: Sp 

SOURCE 

wan RFEN ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRISONER NUMBER WHILE IN- 
«rc!mED^ZT 415. HE RETAINED THE NUMBER THROUGHOUT 
htr^tNCARCERATIONAND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE MAXEUP OF 
SS "“S2-LNB NOTE: WE NOTE THE t-EITER Z NAS NOT 

PFPnRTFD AS A COMMON FIRST LETTER IN DIA/VO-PW MSG, DTG 
P01S2RZ MAY 85.) SOURCE'S MEMORY SKETCH OF XUAN GIANG/ 

PHU TOO AND HIS INCOMPLETE SKETCH OF PHONG QUANG WILL BE 
FORWARDED^EPARATELY ALONG WITH PHOTO NEGATIVES OF SOURCE. 
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MSGNO 107 (PCXX) *05/23/85* *03:11:02.3*5* 

ZCZC 08:09:07Z (PC) 


R 230347Z MAY 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230050Z MAY 85 
0 <><>FM CIAoo 

TO RUEAIJU/NPIC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEHSE/SECRET SERVICE 
RUEHFB/FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
RUEADWW/NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUA JMAB/FOSIF /WESTPAC 
BT 
EZ1 : 



<> COUNTRY: <><>V IETNAMoo 

<> SUBJ: THE <><>BNV<><> TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 

PROVINCE, SRV 
NOVEMBER 1982 


DOI 



-C1B0B1 


PAGE 0002 


<> 

<> 


<> 

<> 

<> 

<> 


<> 

<> 

<> 

<> 

<> 


SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A <><>VIETNAMESE<><> REFUGEE WHO WAS A 

FORMER FIRST LIEUTENANT "IN THE SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> 

ARMY. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION BELOW FROM 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATION. SOURCE DEPARTED 
<><>VIETNAM<><> IN JANUARY 1985. 

TEXT: 1. THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (SRV) MINISTRY OF 

INTERIOR (BO NOI VU - <><>BNV<><>) TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP, LOCATED 

IN YEN LAP DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE, HELD POLITICAL 

PRISONERS WHO WERE FORMER SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> MILITARY AND 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. THE TAN LAP CAMP CONSISTED OF FIVE 

SUB-CAMPS (PHAN TRAI) DESIGNATED FROM K-1 TO K-5. AS OF 

MID- 1982, POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD AT K-4 SUB-CAMP, TAN LAP 

CAMP, NUMBERED APPROXIMATELY 700 PERSONS. BY LATE 1982 ALL 

POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER CAMPS OR RELEASED 

FROM THE K-4 CAMP. IN EARLY OCTOBER 1982 PRISONERS CONVICTED 

OF SERIOUS CRIMES INCLUDING MURDER, RAPE, AND SMUGGLING WERE 

PLACED IN K-4 CAMP . (FIELD COMMENT: ALTHOUGH K-1, K-2, K-3 

AND K-5 WERE ALSO IN THE TAN LAP CAMP, SOURCE WAS UNAWARE OF 

THE TYPE AND NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN THOSE CAMPS). 

2. THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS ORIGINALLY COMMANDED BY <><>BNV<><> 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHAM HUY ((THUY)), WHO WAS REPLACED IN EARLY 

1980 BY <><>BNV<><> MAJOR BUI VAN ((CHIEN)). 

3. THE FOLLOWING POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED 
FROM THE K-4 CAMP TO THE NAM HA RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN HA TAY 
PROVINCE IN NOVEMBER 1982: 

A. PHAM VAN ( (THINH) ) , BORN ABOUT 1940 IN NORTH 
<><>VIETNAM<><>, FORMER ARMY OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (ARVN) MAJOR AND A MEDICAL 
DOCTOR ASSIGNED TO A MILITARY MEDICAL UNIT IN NHA TRANG. 

B. LE DINH ((LUAN)), BORN ABOUT 1937 IN HUE, FORMER 

COLONEL AND COMMANDER OF THE FORMER MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
101. (SOURCE COMMENT: LUAN'S WIFE AND CHILDREN ESCAPED FROM 

<><>VIETNAM<><> BY BOAT AND RESETTLED IN THE U.S.) 

C. NGUYEN VAN ((CHANH)), BORN ABOUT 1950 IN 
SOUTHERN <><>VIETNAM<><>, AN ARVN FIRST LIEUTENANT IN THE FORMER 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 101. 


BT 
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MCN = 82299/0 1107 


TOR = 822990638 



CDSH = NSS473 

E '701 • 



K. AH2 : 

R 26062OZ OCT 82 
FH OSDAO BANGKOK 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUHQBPA/JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUHQHQA/C INCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUMJNG/USDLO HONC KONG 
RUE A 1 1 A/ 
nr 

SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK 56812 


REFUGEE 


3346 OCT 82. 

-SC 


EZ03: 

EZ04: 

CITE: 

SUBJ: 

Mr:' A. SUBJ: 

ORGANIZATION AND INMATES OF TAN LAP PRISON, VINH PHU PRO- 
VINCE, FORMER DETENTION SITE FOR U.S. POW’S (NOT AVAIL- 

ABLE TO JCRC-LNO) . 

B. DIA/DI-E2 MESSAGE, DTG 100043Z AUG 82. 

1 REF A TRANSMITTED HEARSAY INFO THAT UNSPECIFIED 

NUMBER OF U.S. POW’S WERE DETAINED AT TAR LAP PRISON UP 
TO 1973 (HFI) . REF B WAS DIA REOUEST FOR INTERVIEW OF 
REFUGEE j WHO SUPPLIED SOME OF THE INFO REPORTED 

I N REF A 

2 REFUGEE t-TO , BOAT -S & WAS INTERVIEWED 

A T cO ON 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 

THE FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO GUEST IONS POSED IN REF B: 

A PHU THO PRISON 1964-65* LOCATED AT SONG THAO (D) 

VINH PHU (FORMERLY PHU THOXP). NAME CHARGED TO TAN LAP 
IN 1966, WAS FORMERLY A PRISON FOR NORTHERN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS (CHINH TRI PHAM). FROM 64-65, HELD APPROX 120 
COMMANDOS (BIET KICH) . AFTER COMMUNIST TAKEOVER IN 1975, 

WAS USED FOR DETENTION OF APPROX 3000 FORMER ARVN WHO WERE 
ttf.t . n IN AREAS 4, 5, 6, AND 7. CO WAS PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR 
(CONG AN-BNV) CAO THUY. WHEN NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP, AN 
ADDITIONAL SECTION CONSISTED OF AREAS 

(KHU) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, AND 7 (6 WAS CLOSED). SONG THAO 
DISTRICT TOWN IS 3 OR 4 KM FROM CLOSEST SECTION AND APPROX 
10 KM FROM FARTHEST SECTION OF CAMP. 


B GUYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT OT FROM JULY 65 UNTIL 

FEE 71 AND AGAIN FROM APPROX AUG 73 UNTIL JAR 76. SOURCE 
STATED THAT LETTERS OVER ENTRANCE GATE (TCTGT) STOOD FOR 
TRAI CAO TAO OUYET TIEN AND NUMBERS 1964 WERE FOR THE YEAR 
1964. SOURCE HEA RD (FROM FELLOW INMATE NCUYEN HUU DANG, 
CHAIRMAN OF DAI VIET PARTY) THAT THE CAMP HAD BEGUN CON- 
STRUCTION SINCE 1961 BUT THAT THE MASONRY WALL AND ENTRANCE 
GATE WERE FINALLY COMPLETED IN 1964, THUS THE YEAR 1964 
ABOVE THE CATE. THE GATE WAS CALLED CONG TROI (GATE TO 
HEAVER) . AFTER DEMONSTRATING THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE 
LAYOUT, SOURCE WAS SHOWN AN ACCURATE SKETCH OF OT RE-ED CAMP 
(WITHOUT NOTATIONS) AND HE INDICATED THE FOLLOWING, BASED 
UPON HIS MEMORY. AREA “K“ ON SKETCH WAS CALLED AREA "A" 

AND ttf.t Tt ONLY POLITICAL PRISONERS. AREA "A“ ON SKETCH WAS 
CALLED AREA “F“ AND HELD RVN COMMANDOS. SOURCE SAID THAT 
THE BUILDING ON SKETCH INDICATING AREA "K SVN COMMANDOS 
CAPTURED 1968 AND LATER “WAS ACTUALLY THE DISPENSARY FOR 
AREA “A* (AREA "K“ ON SKETCH). SOURCE SAID THAT A THATCHED 
ROOF CONFERENCE HALL WITH AIR VENTS AT THE EAVES WAS 
STARTED IN LATE 1974 AND COMPLETED IN MID 1975 (AROUND THE 
TIME OF LIBERATION) . THE CONFERENCE BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCT- 
ED IN THE OPEN AREA TO THE REAR OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
nATF SOURCE SAID THAT THE AREA AT THE REAR OF CAMP SHOWN 



I0/26x&se?TS: 44 CRT 33 L ^ ^ 

itcrlS r A SEVI " C AREA WHERE PJL IS? J 

BROOCBT FOR FIRAL REVINr^ ?arS I ?SS/.^ 0 n!^ AT1VE VERE 

SETS PER DAY. THOSE vIS * n t i^SJL 1 SP 1 ^ A °U0TA OF 4-5 

nropTpr tutadv W HO DID NOT MEET QUOTA WERE PLACFn rw 

DEPlSmK £?*£ VITB OR NO RATIONS. (SOURCE^ 

dia.) Source D said P t^t R w)r^ar?4 1 S^ e ^I ketch PR0VIDED by 

sfBBaw is? w “ a 

area, soume vas hot pi^S Tn a p^ d .^ utriti on in that 

smj «4 

ENTERED DR DEPARTED * AREA^n™ 0 ?. ^ T . £L25 E " EVER AKTOBE 

(AREA -A- OH DIA SKETcSf wSnp HELD WITH SOURCE 

FLOOR AFTER A ^CADREPI frrn^m aS^SI^?™ 70 SIT DOWN OR THE 
PREVENT OBSERVATION O^AR^-n^^n?,^ THE WINDOWS TO 
“0“ WAS EMPTY AS OF ^f^AFTF.R- 7HAT A^ 

AGREEMENTS SOURCE WAS fiS K I? G 0F PARIS 

FOR TWO YEARS. (SOUMER^m A ^n a L^! D PLACED IN AREA “0“ 
SINCE THE DRV D I D NOT^CONS IDER^ H?m RETURNED 

REPATRIATION ALONC WITH nwrni * » H * 1 RG ELIGIBLE FOR 
PREVIOUS , SPE^^OPF.^t?on^A RARV R TROOPS BECAUSE OF HIS 
AREA “0“ SOURCE WAS RFOnTRFn > ^ILE HELD IN 

TIME HE MOVED AROUND^E 1 ARF A GUARD TOWER EACH 

TO THE LATRINE/^ SOURCE O^Wn A^Pi E 5° H TIME ®E WENT 
"0“ WHICH HAD BEEN USED mvS 5 ?? ALL W0RK AREA IN AREA 
SAWING TIMBER BOT SOURCE^D^OT^n^f £n£i£ LIKG ROOM F0R 
PERIOD OF DETENTION HE AND OTHER ^NMatoP^d,, DURINC SOURCE* 
THROUGH A DOOR IN TRP wm n^x5rL.l NMATES WERE MOVED 
BT K IW 7011 WALL BETWEEN AREA “0“ AND THE WORK 
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TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 
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INC 

0610002 SP 89 

FKUSDAC BANGKOK TK// ,J W-MA// 

TC \ OIA WASHINGTON DC//PV-HIA/OAH 

3ANGXCK TH// ,J W- 45387 


SUBJECT : STONY BEACH BIOGRAPHIC REPOST 
RE: 

1 NAME: $C. 

2. 05*08: . D 


copy. Dumber 



JOINT STAFF 
INFO SERVICE" CENTER 


RODCA 

ZYUW KUEHBXA5387 2491000 


3. CITIZENSHIP/ETHNIC GRCU ! >: VIET. 


4. SEX: ; MALE . 

c 

5. RELIGION: BUOOHIST. 

6. BOAT /REFUGEE NUMBER: 

7. CURRENT ADDRESS: 


r is 

3 13 


A PREVIOUS ADDRESSES: C 


9. EDUCATIONAL HISTORY: ’ BS BUSINESS/E CCNCM ICS . 

>0 

10. MILITARY SERVlCE/FH' J IOYHfHT HISTORY- 


SO 


11. RE-EDUCATICN CAM' J /PRISON CHRONOLOGY : 
750625 - 760626 XA M1NH MANG SCHOOL. SAIGON 
750626 - 760515 TAY NINH PRISON (TRANG LON) - 
760515 - 770323 AN DUONG CENTER. BIEN KCA - 
770528 - 771027 T3L3 HOANG LIEN SON. YEN BAI 
771027 - 780614 CAM 3 1. LAC CAI 
780616 - 800117 TAN LAP, VINK PHU 
800117 - 820615 THANH LAM. THANH KCA 
820612 - 630212 230C HAM TAN. TKUAN KAI.~ 


12. RELATIVES: 

RELATION NAME 
WIFE 

SON 

DAUGHTER 



ADDRESS 


13. AFFILIATION WITH RESISTANCE GROUPS: N/A. 

14 COMMENTS: 


A. SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONTAINED IN HR 6 
024 0400 £9. 


15 DATEPLACE OF DEBRIEF/HUMBER OF OEBRJEFER: 

SD 

ACTION DIA /S’^cno) (H) _ 

T0R = 892 4 9/O958Z T AD = 392 4 9/09 59 Z CDSN=MI A57 6_ 


MCN= 89249/ 03 lOO 



OJCS INFORMATION 
SERVICE CENT FR 


COPY NUMBER-- 





\ - 


ROUT I NE 

B 2311HZ NOV 88 

fK USOAO BANGKOK TH//PW-H1A// 

TO OJA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW/OAH; 



ZYUV RUEHBKA9559 3331116 


_ BANGKOK TH//PW- 59S59 


SUBJECT : STONY BEACH BIOGRAPHIC REPORT 

5 s £ 

1. 

2. DPOB: 

3. CITIZENSHIP/ETHNIC GROUP: VIETNAM/KFWER 
KROH 

4. SEX: HALE. 

5. RELIGION : BUOOHIST. 

6. COAT/REFUGEE NUMBER: S 0 

7. v .. CURRENT ADDRESS £ 




t-n 

» i 


e. 

9. 

10 . , 


PREVIOUS ADORESSES: HO CHI HINH CITY. 
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY: ELEVEN YEARS. 
MILITARY SERVICE/EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 







DATE/PLACE OF DEBRIEF/NUMBER OF DEBRIEFER: 


\ 



1 


11. RE-EDUCATION CAMP/PRISON CHRONOLOGY: 

- 05/7S - 06/76 LONG GIAO. BIEN HOA 

- 06/76 - 12/76 T12, LT.l, HOANG LIEN SON 

- 01/77 - 09/77 DOAN 776 HOSPITAL (YEN BAI) . 

- 09/77 - 1979 PHU SON A. BAC THAI, THAI NGUYEN 

- 1979 - 1982 THANH PHONG. THANH HOA 

- 1982 * 1985 Z30A. XUAN LOC 


12. RELATIVES: 

- RELATION NAHE 008 ADDRESS 

l) 

13 AFFILIATION WITH RESISTANCE GROUPS: NONE. 

14 CUMHENTS: A. SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN HR 6 024 0027. 0028 89. SOURCE 
COOPERATIVE ANO ANSWEREO QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD 
MANNER. HE ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 


\ 

J 

ACTION PI A/SP£C( 10) 


COSN = M I A4 73 

aGE 1 OF 1 
Q1 1 142 NOV 83 


MCN = ~ 




T AD = 88333/ 1 1 1 42 



c mp tmn sheet 


CAHPMC REV: I RCT 1*7 


i 


CMP CMP M ».i" CMP KMC;. £ . . jrAA'cl i£ . AAoiJGr. 

IBN «0.t_ CURRENT MW2W. MO*. Wi. .... WDT^ i 

I m/mm ) 

UlJS^HJc imilGS£&2Qt WI:..J... JOG: 

mtxonmCjS mdv ; _ . ItifjQdJ/t- JlCji. . - 

•isT:. . Ijltij-liii- J-tJLcliir cm: 

VILLAGE: RMLET: 


Ml SUB:. Ml MTE: IRA6ERY MTEr^^J^COV FREQ:. 

(y) (M/mm) (M/mm) 


ICR/CIR I: I: 


TYPE PRISONERS:. ., . _ . .. . .. . . CADRE RANK: 
(PV.CC.PP.M) 


LATEST 1AM MTE: 


(M/mm) 


IMS AVAILABLE:. TYPE FACILITY: Q&— US POU HELD:. STATUS:. UST ACTIVE MTE: 

(Y) (RE/PL/PD/PP/PN/T6/1R/0T) (Y) (I/A) (M/mm) 


KETCH AVAILABLE:. POV HELD INCLUSIVE MTE: - 

(v) ( M/mm ) (or/mm) 


CMP ALT MAE . 

1:- . SfttA - JrJJJJl ...I: 

3: «: 


PARENT HEADQUARTERS: . . 
SUB UNIT . / 

A: ]<Cz. J 

C: ; 

I: 

&: 

REMARKS REL CME:_ . 


B:. 

D:. 

F:, 


ANALYST INITIALS: _ . 


ADDITIONAL SUB UNITS:. 

(V) 

k'-_ 


COmENTS: ( l A) -ANALYST. (S)-SOORCE ) 




\ 


NO. 6 


• REPORT ON VIETNAMESE -.RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

THANH PHONG f TVi 

A total of 2 Vietnamese refugees reported having been 
incarcerated in a re-education camp at Thanh Phong. Of these, both 
reported they had been incarcerated in 1980. Recent information 
indicates this camp continues to hold prisoners. (DOI: December 8. 
19801 . ' * • 

Reports of refugees held in the camp do not provide an overall 
estimate of the number of prisoners in camp, though prisoners 
estimate their individual subcamp populations at 800 and 900, 

(Subcamp "K-2"). 

The camp is located in the District of Thanh Phong in Thanh Hoa t. 
Province, approximately 80 kms northwest of Thanh Hoa town. A 

Description of the camp, based on accounts of refugees who were 
prisoners in the camp, follows: 

Physical Description : One prisoner described "K-2’' subcamp as 

surrounded by two lines of barbed wire. Buildings in the subcamp, 
have bamboo frames and tin roofs. There are common latrines. 

Drinking water is taken from a stream and is described as very dirty. 


Categories of Prisoners : One prisoner describes the camp population 

as "all political - no criminals." A second prisoner lists the 
following as comprising the prisoner population: government 
officials, police, senators, representatives, journalists, 
protestant pastors, catholic priests, political party members and ^ 
military officers. 


Identification of Camp Officials : Both prisoners identify Public 

Security Major Nguyen Huu Thuy as Camp Commander and Pre-Captain Vu 
Bay as "K-2" subcamp commander. 


Conditions at Camp : There is one snail dispensary without equipment 

or medicines at subcamp "K-2". Deaths in camp are attributed to 
malnutrition, suicide, overwork and untreated diseases, prisoners 
work eight hours per day including farm work, cutting wood and 
collecting fire wood. ' 


Reports of Inhumane Treatment : Guards placed prisoners in stocks 

for offense such as requesting treatment ass prisoners of war under 
the Geneva convention. LTC Nguyen Khack Ky, formerly chief of 
military security service of'Tay Ninh Province requested POW 
treatment under the Geneva convention and was punished by being 
placed in stocks in an isolation cell. Pham Van Thinh, a military 
doctor holding the ranking of major in the Vietnamese Air Force 
(ARVN) , was suspected of having secret contacts with other 
prisoners. He was placed in stocks in a "dark cell." Guards single' 
out certain categories of prisoners for harsher treatment. These 
Include: intelligence informants, G-2's, pheonix program personnel, 
political warfare personnel, rural development cadre, and military 
chaplains. 



HU, t. 


International Visits to Camp : There were no Red Cross, Amnesty 

international or other international organization visits to the camp 
known to sources. K 


Prisoner Contact with Family : One prisoner reports that his family 

was allowed to visit him three times over an 18 month period with 
each visit lasting from 30— A5 minutes. Authorities permit prisoners 
to receive food and medicines, tea, coffee, cigarette lighters, 
fishing string and hooks and "other items." 


Conditions for Release : Authorities release prisoners if the 

prisoners are in ill health. 


Other Remarks : Authorities require prisoners to change sleeping 

rooms and work sites frequently so as to limit communications and 
contacts from developing among the prison population. One prisoner 
identified several political prisoners by name and noted that there 
are about 30 Catholic priests held as prisoners in the camp. 
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Letter of Transmittal, Letter and Translation 
on the Lam Son Re-education Camp, by Refugee 


TO: Commander, JCRC 

1 The inclosed letter was written by Vietnamese ^refugee 

_ from Indonesia 

and provides information of— the Thanh Phong and Lam 
Son Re-education camps. 

P ty also provided information reported in 

JCRC message, DTG 19064 1Z Feb 85 and JCRC Report 
84-073- 
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BEGIN TRANSLATION- 


Galang, 27 Jan 1985 

Dear Sir: 

The following are additional details which you requested: 

I. My time in camps in Northern Vietnam: 

A group of transport vessels were docked and ready ^at 
the Tra j3bc port (Can Tho). From the Chi Lang Detention 
Camp of Tri Ton District, (Chau Doc) we were transported by 
??uck and loaded into the ship's hold. ; The ship was sma!! 
and we were numerous, and were packed in sardines. 

After five days travel, we arrived at the port at Vinh, 
we were loaded aboard a train into cattle cars. 

Twenty four hours later, we arrived at Yen Bai. We off- 
loaded the train and walked to the ferry crossed the ferry, 
and a eroup of waiting trucks took us to Camp F. This P 
was located 20 KM from Yen Bai on the road to Nghia Lo and Lai 
Chau (towards the Vietnamese/Chinese border). 

Here all inmates were ex-RVN and were under the control 
of the Communist Dept of Defense Camp 7 was dtrectl, 

ordinate to Gp 776, which was a dlv i si ° r, - leve J;^ n ^ t ^JaSarters 
camp had from 200 to 250 inmates Each 

section and a platoon of troops who guarded and controlle 
the inmates. 

Four months later, we were transferred to Camp J8, one 

kilometer away. Labor duties for inmates were f ^tatoes and 
and chopping down trees in order to plant sweet po 
manioc and to build additional living garters for ^mates. 
Labor was performed eight hours per day, while at . "^ies 
had to reflect on the day's work to determine deficien 
and engage in constructive criticism to improve our daily 
labor results . Our hours of "reflection" were from 7 to 9 
and sometimes extended up to midnight. 

One year later, we were transferred to Camp #10, appro- 
ximately three KM away. Our daily schedule here was simila 
to the schedule at the- other camps. 
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One day irTO^ber 1978, we were unexpectedly trans- 
ferred bv vehicles to Yen Bai. There we boarded a train 
and travelled south. We arrived -in^Thanh Hoa, off loaded 
from the train and went by trucks directly to the Lam Son 
Camp, approximately 60 KM south of Thanh Hoa. 

Here we were transferred from the custody of the 
defense department to the custody of the Minis ry direct 
Interior. and the Public Security Cadre who exercised direct 

supervision over us. 

II. At Lam Son Camp (Camp #5), commanded by Major Do Nam 
there were four sub camps: 


Camp A 
Camp B 
Camp C 

Camp D: 


held common criminal female offenders 
held common criminal youth offenders 
held RVN Central government administra- 
tion officials 

held RVN military members from the 
grades of captain to LTC 


Each camp had a sub camp commander. As far as other 
camps, I do not recall, but the commander of Camp D was 
Sr Lt Due, and some of his cadre included: 

1LT Khoa - Education Cadre 
2LT Bac Education Cadre 
2LT Thien (female) - Medical Cadre 
2LT Cong - Team Leader of Team 12 
Cadre Huven - Team Leader of Team 6 

Cadre Vien - Team Leader of Team 13 and the Dispensary 
Cadre To - Team Leader of the mess facility 
and many other cadre whose names I do not know. 

During the time at Lam Son Camp, a number of £r om 

ot-her areas were suddenly transferred to Lam Son. What 
makes this point worthy of attention is that ^H^were" 
mates were those who had been captured from 1963 an “ 
transferred after us. They were troops of the FVN Special 
Forces. They had been held in many Places an d "ere s " y 
transferred to Lam Son, because at that time (end of 19 ' - » 

the situation on the Vietnamese/Chinese border was ver 
We asked them from where did they come and they told us they 
had come from Phong^Quang Camp (North Vietnam). 

There were approximately 80 Sp ®^ a ?-.^gJ C ®e ar 

• TrooDS. Among these, ‘I remember Mai Anh, who lives nea 

the Tang Cha Ca Church (Saigon), Kien (address un ££° W |^jority 
and about 80 others who are in different c amp s - Th J 
of them were NCOs and officers, 2LT being the highest rank. 
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However, there" < was one 1LT, a boat-pilot for Special Forces 
who had lived in North Vietnam. I don't recall his name. 
This boat pilot had dropped, off -peeple into North Vietnam 
11 times and was captured on his twelfth mission. 

Also confined with these people were a number of 
Chinese of different categories: 


1. Chinese listed by the Communists as spies, 

2. Border area Chinese captured when China 
attacked North Vietnam, 

3: and a number of Chinese, Nung, Tay, Muong, and 

Man considered by the Communists to be detrimental 
to the communist system. 


Element I: Trieu Chi Kien aka Frank Chao, Nhiep Dong JJien, 

Taiwanese Major, Dinh (family name unknown) Taiwanese Major, 
Au Quang Nhut , Taiwanese 2LT, Au Trach Nhien, a spy for 
China, etc. 


Element II: A number of Chinese of the Vietnamese/Chinese 

border area who were forced into re-education as a result o 
being accused of opening the China avenue of attack causing 
the Vietnamese troops to not retreat in time. The peop e were 
captured soon after the Chinese retreat, capturing anyone, 
guilty or innocent and forcing them into re-education. 


Element III:’ These inmates were also considered dangerous 
elements to communism and were, captured as a "better sa e 
than sorry" measure. 


III. Inmate Activities in Lam Son 

All inmates were forced to perform labor eight hours per day. 


- Collect rocks and break rocks 

- Build roadbeds 

- Bake lime in a lime-pit 

- Plant sweet potatoes and manioc 

- Carpentry 

- Welding 

- Plant vegetables 

IV. Sketch of Lam, Son Camp 

- see original - 

V. Reasons for My Release 

I am afflicted with a serious heart disorder. When I 
was still in Yen Bad, my affliction became serious. Because 
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there was no "medicine for treatment- and due to a lack of 
nutrition, my situation worsened. I lost consciousness 
twice at Camp #10. After that, when moved to Lam Son, 1 
lost consciousness and had to be carried to the dispensary, 
where it took them four hours to revive me. That s when 
it started, and it lasted into the spring: I died and 

came back to life many times. After that, the communists 
allowed me to stay in the dispensary and I didn t have to 
go out for labor.. 

A medical file was established on me by 1 Medical Cadre 
Nguyen Thi Thu Thien (a master sergeant at that time) , and 
one day at the end of 1979, a medical delegation of Central 
(Trung Vung) for a general exam of inmates and especially 
to examine the seriously ill such as myself. 

After the examination, three inmates were considered 
to be seriously ill: 


1. ‘ Hua Van Be, suffered from diabetes with complica- 

tions: a generalized vascular disorder. 

2. Nguyen Van Minh, suffered from irregular heart 
beat and often lost consciousness. 

3 . Nguyen Van Rich, me, who suffers from a weak 
heart valve. 

Be and Minh were released before me, at the end of 1979, after 
the Central Medical Delegation had come for examinations. 


Be currently lives at 233 Truong Tan Buu St Tan Binh 
District, HCMC. Minh returned to live in Binh Thuy Ward 
(house number unrecalled). Can Tho City, Hau Giang rov nee 


Naturally, the communists released me because: 


- 1 could not work for them, 

- They could not treat my illness, 

- Continual confinement would have only brought 

me death. 


After my release and. return home, I was under surveillance 
for an additional year before achieving freedom. 


I wish to relate some additional ini urination. From '^n^Hoa 
to the Lam Son Camp, one must cross the Kieu Ferry. Thanh H 

has many detention camps: 


- Lam Son 

- Thanh Cam , 

- Thanh Phong, etc. 
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The Thanh Phons-^aifipT was newly established in 1979- It 's 
logical the camp would be thereby named, having been taken 
from the name of the old Phong Quang Camp. Located within 
Thanh Hoa Province, the first name Thanh was taken and com- 
bined to make Thanh Phong from Phong Quang. 


A number of Special Forces troops and a number of 
Chinese from Lam Son were brought here. This camp is south 
of Lam Son, approximately 80 KM. 


Thanh Hoa has many districts, all of which I do not 
know. I only know the following districts: 


- Trieu Phong 

- Trieu Yen 

- Tien Lu 

- Cam Thuy, etc. 

I'm not sure in which district the Thanh Phong Camp 

lies. 

The situation of Mr. Trieu Chi Kien, aka Frank Chao, 

I have already related to you. If you need more details, 
please contact me. 

I hope the above details will help you to understand 
the Lam Son Camp, and especially the situation of Mr. Trieu 
Chi Kien, aka Frank Chao and the other Chinese who are held 
in Thanh Phong Camp. 


sc 
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 

, LIAISON OFFICE : 

' “ v ' AMERICAN EMBASSY V--. 

v APO SAN FRANCISCO 963*6 : 


m 


tip 




FROM: JCRC-LNB 

TO: Commander,. JCRC 

SUBJ: Re-ed Camp Sketches 


Ref : HPT C84-139 

. 22 January 1985 


Source: •_ ' 

a. Name: z£C- 

b. DOB: November 1932 Ha Tinh (P) 

d‘. Former position: ^Cpl, Special Forces, Service Number S3> 

e. Present location: 

f. identification data: 

g. DOI: 1963-1980 „ noJ1 

h. Date of interview: 14 December 1984 _ 

i. Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 

c a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 

provWed info^tiori concerning the priso„/re-educ.tio„ camp systum. 

Information: ' 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention “^er from 
15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964 Source w« held at Quyet Tien p r 

H. Giang from 2S April 1964 ^il Hove^er 1 ^ Source was „ as 

Cai Hoang Lien son from November 1972 until. December 19 held 

held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979 sour 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-educatioru.be -t °bserve^ny £w^er. 

or foreign delegations who came to visit any was 

Source did not observe any Americans remaining in inside for 

unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held 
four months and did not see the outside of the prison. 


Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 
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ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM 

[ 

; l 


\ 

j ^ -03-52312-82 

TO: 

DI-7C 

k 

DATE: 5 March 1982 

[ 

FROM: 


! 

t 

SUBJECT: 


W ■■ 


Thanh tom/Thanh 

•Pprrq Reeducation Camps, NVN 


X. REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT: 


COUNTRY: VM 


2. INSTALLATION INFORMATION: 

B E. NO.: C#o Coortft: Mtp/Chtrt Rtf. TDI Ctt: 

VIC 19-.36-55N/105-20-20E See Paragraph 6 
UTM: 48Q VIC WG 355688 


DATA: 


4 COLLATERAL REFERENCE: 

Hone 


*> ANALYSIS/COMMENTS. 


a. This report satisfies the reference requirement. 

T5 A- T'A 

c. There are several sets of structures in this area which may be associated 
facilities, however they exhibit none of the signatures of detention 

facilities. 

j De .'--. — : r j ; r-\" • ..... ........... . 


Tr C J-11D 

JOG (G) Series 1501 h'E 4S-3 
USATC Series 200 0617-3 
USAKS Series 17014 6048 II 


u 


7. QUALITY FEEDBACK REQUEST: 

In order to provide you more timely, accurate, and complete reports we encourage 
your critical review of this report. Please pass any comment you feel necessary. 

8. ANALYST: Ari ‘ ^ 


'^Srtenste i n 

Chief, Regional Analysis Branch 


(UdVQ 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 


ROUTINE ZYUW RUEKJCS5579 2122112 

R 311551Z JUL 85 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 

TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO COR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI CIA WASHINGTON DC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 

AMEMB SINGAPORE SN 




— (Igjl d • Y 

— CC. u 


SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

REFS: A. DIA MSG 2414AOZ MAY 85, SUBJ: STATUS OF COMMANDOS 

UNDER DETENTION „ n . n 

B. JCRC LNB MSG 250307Z JUL 85. SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-OL9 

1. FORWARDED IN REF A INFORMATION REGARDING THE HEARSAY 

TRANSFER OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE (SVN) COMMANDOS FROM THE THANH 
PHONG PRISON TO A MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MO I ) PRISON IN TAN KY 
DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT IF 

SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOC I ATED Wl TH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3. KNOWN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE OF 
REF A, FORMER SVN COMMANDO <=_ K-l/THANH PHONG CAMP MEDIC, 

IDENTIFIED HIS SOURCE AS A FORMER SVN ARMY CAPTAIN, INITIALLY 
ASSIGNED WITH OTHER RVNAF PWS TO K-2/THANH PHONG. HE WAS ONE OF TWO 
SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO K-l TO BE THE MOTOR 
MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS FOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 
PRISON COMPLEX. ^ C. WAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 

NAME OF THE OFFICER. ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 

WITH HIM WHILE BOTH WERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED WITH HIM 
AFTER SC, WAS REtEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 

2 . IN REF B JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SVN ARMY 

CAPTAIN C INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG ( 1 979 — 

80) AND LATER TRANSFERRED TO K-l (1980-82) . HE WAS WITH THE INMATES 
LATER MOVED IN OCT 82 FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3> NGHE 

TINH PROVINCE. , „ lllTrnPPTrn ... 

3. BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF B, IS INTERESTED IN 

DETERMINING IF SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 

PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-l AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 
MECHANIC, HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, AND CURRENT STATUS OF THANH PHONG. HE 
MAY ALSO HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MOI PRISON 
SYSTEM HE COULD HAVE LEARNED FROM PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAFF 
AND VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTS. REQUEST WE BE KEPT ADVISED OF 
HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEMENT ADDRESS. 

L. : POC IN D I A/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 


8 

ACTION DC-2 (2) (0,6,8, F) 

INFO NMIC(l)" VO (1) D I A (1*) 

+SAFE 

MCN=8521 1A7- taDcbroio/oioo? CDSN=MIA874 

PAGE 1 Or 1 
311 551 Z JUL 85 



DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM 


DATE 25 June 1988 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex 

TO: VO-PW 

(Attn: Bob Hyp) 

1. REQUIREMENTS 

2. Analysis: 

A. THIS REPORT SATISFIES 

B. Summary This report is a comprehensive study of 

the Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex located In the 
southwestern portion of Thanh Hoa Province, Vietnam. The purpose 
of the study is to' locate and document the development of the 
reeducation camps. The Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex, 
which has been also referred to as Thanh Lara, is located at 19 

3 5 -0 5 N/ 1 0 5 - 2 0 -5 9 E , approximately 55kras southwest of Thanh Hoa, 
and is comprised of a Headquarters (HQ) Camp and five sub-camps 
(Note: The numbering of the reeducation camps is 

based on a sketch drawn by Vietnamese refugee, SC 
The Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ Camp and Camps 92, 9 3, and 

became operational between July 1978 and July 1979. Thanh 

Phong Reeducation Camps 91 and 9 5 became operational between 
July 1979 and September 1982. The status of the Thanh Phong 

Reeducation Camp Complex as of July 1986 is as follows: Camps 

92 and 9 5 have been dismantled, the detention area at the HQ Camp 
has been dismantled, limited detention activity maybe possible at 
Camp 9 3, and’.Camps //I and 9 4 appear to. have active detention 
areas. The individual camps within the complex are analyzed in 
paragraph C starting with the HQ Camp and proceeding in numeric 
order. 



C. Analysis: 

(1) Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp 

( a ) Summary: The Headquarters (HQ) Camp is 

located on the eastern shore of Che Song Chang River at l9 " 35 “ 
05N/ 105-20-59E and was constructed between July 1978 and 

July 1979 PATA Between July 1979 and 20 

September 1982 the original camp was dismantled and a new camp 
was built approximately 100 meters south of the original site. 

The detention area of this new camp was dismantled between 
November 1983 and July 1986 

( b ) The original Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ 

Camp consisted of two functional areas: a detention area and a HQ 

administration/, personnel support area. orobable 

(1) The detention area consisted of two proDa 

barracks. thriT possible b ar r acks / s up po r t buildings, and a 
po.,Hl. Support .... 

consists of two probable administration buildings, four probable 

barracks and a possible kitchen. PA < A 

ail moHsureraentn are in meters. 


1 f 1 6 

Page — of _ pages 



Table 1 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp 
detention Area 

02 Possible Suppo r t / Barr acks 
probable' Barracks 

04 Possible Support/ Barracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Possible Support/Ki tchen 

10 Possible Suppo rt/ Barracks 

HQ-Administ rat ion/ Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Administration 

05 Probable Administration 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Barracks 

11 Probable Barracks 

12 Probable Barracks 

13 Possible Kitchen 


July 1979 


12 

X 

09 

30 

x 

09 

20 

X 

(T9 

30 

X 

09 

18 

X 

09 

21 

X 

09 


28 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

35 

X 

11 

35 

X 

11 

33 

X 

11 

30 

X 

09 

18 

X 

09 


/* The original HQ Camp was dismantled 
between July 1979 and September 1982 and a new camp was 
constructed approximately 100 meters south. The fence-line of 
the original HO administration/personnel support area is still 
visible The new detention area, constructed on top 
of the original detention area, consisted of six probable 
barracks, a possible dispensary, a possible kitchen, a possible 
meeting hall/support building, two possible support buildings, a 
probable watch tower and a possible security building. The new 
HO administration/personnel support area consists of two probable 
HQ /administration buildings, two possible adm i n i s t r a t i on / ba r racks 
buildings, seven probable barracks, a possible security building. 

and four possible support buildings. .... „ . 

Previously identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotations numbers; dismantled 
buildings are not depicted on this print. All the measurements 
are in me ters . 


Table 2 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Headquarters 


September 


Detention Area 


02 

Possible 

Support / Barracks 

03 

P robable 

Barracks 

04 

Possible 

Support /Barracks 

08 

Probable 

Barracks 

09 

Possible 

Support/Ki tchen 

10 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

15 

Possible 

Ki tchen 

16 

Possible 

Suppor t/Mee ting Hall 

17 

Possible 

Suppo r t 

18 

Pos 8 ible 

Suppo r t 

19 

Possible 

Dispensary 

20 

p robable 

Barracks 

21 

P robable 

Barracks 

22 

Probable 

Barracks 

28 

Probable 

Barracks 

29 

Probable 

Barracks 

30 

P robable 

Barracks 

33 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

34 

Possible 

Security Building 

Hq-Admini st rat ion/ Personnel Support 

01 

probable 

Administration 

05 

Probable 

Administration 

06 

probable 

Barracks 

07 

p robable 

Barracks 

11 

p robable 

Barracks 

12 

Probable 

Barracks 

13 

Possible 

Kitchen 

14a 

Possible 

Support 

b 

Possible 

Support 

23 

P robable 

Barracks 

24 

Probable 

Barracks 

25 

Probable 

Barracks 


Dlsman t led 

Dismantled 

Disraan tied 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

20 x 

09 

13 x 

08 

12 x 

08 

06 x 

04 

11 x 

06 

25 x 

08 

25 x 

08 

23 x 

09 

25 x 

08 

23 x 

09 

25 x 

08 

— X 

06 x 

04 


Area 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dlsman t led 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

25 x 08 
25 x 05 
23 x 08 
23 x 08 
23 x 08 


1982 
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' Table 2 continued 


26 

probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 


Probable 

barracks 

23 

X 

08 

31 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

32 

Probable 

Barracks 

33 

X 

09 

35 

* probable 

HQ/ Adminis tration 

23 

X 

08 

36 

p robable 

HQ/ Adminis tration 

23 

X 

08 

37 

Possible 

Security 

23 

X 

10 

38 

Possible 

Support 

23 

X 

08 

39 

Possible 

Administration/ Barracks 

25 

X 

09 

40 

Possible 

Administration/ Barracks 

25 

X 

09 

41 

Possible 

Support 

14 

X 

07 

42 

Possible 

Support 

14 

X 

07 


(d) Within the detention area of the HQ 
Camp, one barracks (020) was dismantled and one support building 
(#43) was constructed between September 1982 and November 
1983. Within the HQ adminis tration/ personnel support area, a 
support building (#41) was dismantled during this period 

£>AtA Previously 
identified buildings retain their originally assigned annotation 
numbers. All measurements are in meters. 


Table 3 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp November 1983 

Detention Area 


02 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Di sraan tied 

03 

P robable 

Barracks 

Di sman t led 

04 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

08 

P robable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

09 

Possible 

Support/Kitchen 

Dismantled 

10 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

15 

Possible 

Kitchen 

20 

X 

09 

16 

Possible 

Support /Mee ting Hall 

13 

X 

08 

17 

Possible 

Support 

12 

X 

08 

18 

Possible 

Support 

06 

X 

04 

19 

Possible 

Dispensary 

1 1 

X 

06 

20 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

21 

Probable 

Barracks 

25 

X 

08 

22 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

09 

28 

P robable 

Barracks 

25 

X 

08 

29 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

09 

30 

Probable 

Barracks 

25 

X 

08 

33 

Probable 

Watch Tower 


X 

-- 

34 

Possible 

Security Building 

06 

X 

04 

43 

Possible 

Support 

12 

X 

05 

Hq- 

Adminis tr a t ion/ Pe rsonnel Support Area 



01 

Probable 

Administration 

Dismantled 

05 

Probable 

Administration 

Dismantled 

06 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

07 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

11 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

12 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

13 

Possible 

Kitchen 

Dismantled 

14 a 

Possible 

Support 

25 

X 

08 

b 

Possible 

Support 

25 

X . 

05 

23 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

24 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

25 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

26 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

27 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

31 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

X 

08 

32 

Probable 

Barracks 

33 

X 

09 

35 

Probable 

HQ/ Adminis tration 

23 

X 

08 

36 

Probable 

HQ/ Ad minis tration 

23 

X 

08 

37 

Possible 

Security 

23 

X 

10 

38 

Possible 

Support 

23 

X 

08 

39 

Possible 

Administration/ Barracks 

25 

X 

09 

40 

Possible 

Adminis tration/ Barracks 

25 

X 

09 

41 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

42 

Possible 

Support 

14 

X 

07 
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(e) The HQ Camp's detention area was 

completely dismantled between November 1983 and July 1986 

During this same period, a possible security building 
(l/37) and a possible adrainis trat ion/ barracks building (#40) were 
dismantled and a possible support building (#44) was constructed 
within the HQ administration/ personnel support area. This area 
of the HQ Camp appears active O 

PA ~T/\ Previously identified 

buildings retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. 
All measurements are in meters. 


Table 4 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters July 1986 

Detention Area 


02 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

03 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

04 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

08 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

09 

Possible 

Support/Kitchen 

Dismantled 

10 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

15 

Possible 

Kitchen 

Dismantled 

16 

Possible 

Support/Meeting Hall 

Dismantled 

17 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

18 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

19 

Possible 

Dispensary 

Dismantled 

20 

P robable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

21 

P robable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

22 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

28 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

29 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

30 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

33 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

Dismantled 

34 

Possible 

Security Building 

Dismantled 

43 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

HQ- 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

01 

Probable 

Administration 

Dismantled 

05 

Probable 

Administration 

Dismantled 

06 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

07 

Probable 

Barracks 

Disman t led 

1 1 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

12 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

13 

Possible 

Kitchen 

Dismantled 

14a 

Possible 

Support 

25 x 08 

b 

Possible 

Support 

25 x 05 

23 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

24 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

25 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

26 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

27 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

31 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 x 08 

32 

Probable 

Barracks 

33 x 09 

35 

Probable 

HQ/ Admin is t ration 

23 x 08 

36 

Probable 

HQ /Ad ministration 

23 x 08 

37 

Possible 

Security 

Dismantled 

38 

Possible 

Support 

23 x 08 

39 

Possible 

Admin is t rat ion/ Bar racks 

25 x 09 

40 

Possible 

Administration/Barracks 

Dismantled 

41 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

42 

Possible 

Support 

14 x 07 

44 

Possible 

Support 

14 x.07 
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v-. (2) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 

( a ) . Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 

ll located on the northern shore of the Song Chang^River at 19- 
34-39 N/ 105-20-22 E , approximately 1*2 kilometers southwes 

HQ Camp, was constructed between July 1979 and September 

1982 .Mr* Between September 1982 and November 

1983 six new buildings were constructed in the detention area of 
Camp 1 1; the number of buildings in the adminls tration/ per sonnel 
support area remained unchanged. Both the detention area an 
adminls tration/ personnel support area of Camp #1 appeared active 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 consists 

of two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area. 

(1) The detention area consists of two probable 
barracks, two possible suppo r t / bar racks buildings, and a possible 

latrine. , _ _ _ „ 

(2) The adminls tration/ personnel support area 

consists of t h r ee possible administration/barracks buildings, a 
possible support/kltchen building and a possible support 
building. Table 5 is keyed to the annotations on Print 8; all 
measurements are in meters. 


Table 5 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 
Detention Area 


September 1982 


01 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

18 

X 

07 

02 

Possible 

Latrine 

18 

x 

04 

03 

Possible 

Support/Barracks 

1 1 

X 

07 

09 

Probable 

Barracks 

26 

X 

09 

10 

P robable 

Barracks 

26 

X 

09 

Adminis tration/ Personnel Support Area 




04 

Possible 

Adminis tration/ Barracks 

24 

X 

09 

05 

Possible 

Support 

12 

X 

06 

06 

Possible 

Support/Kitchen 

16 

X 

12 

07 

Possible 

Adminis tration/ Barracks 

28 

X 

09 

08 

Possible 

Administration/ Barracks 

24 

X 

09 


( c 

) S i x n e w 

buildings 


ire constructed 

within the detention area between September 1982 and 

November 1983 and consisted of two possible barracks (#L3 and # 14 
both under construction) , a possible solitary confinement 
building (#12) , a possible kitchen/support building (#17), and 
two possible support buildings (#15 and #16). Additionally, a 
possible latrine (#2) was dismantled during this period. In the 
administration/ personnel support area, an adminls tration/ barracks 
building (#4) was dismantled and a possible security building was 
constructed (#11) during this same period. V^^A 

Previously identified buildings 

retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. All 
measurements are in meters. 


Table 6 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 
Detention Area 


01 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

02 

Possible 

Latrine 

03 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

09 

Probable 

Barracks 

10 

Probable 

Barracks 

12 

Possible 

Solitary Confinement 

13 

Possible 

Barracks (U/C) 

14 

Possible 

Barracks (U/C) 

15 

Possible 

Support 

16 

Possible 

Support 

17 

Possible 

Support /Kitchen 


November 1983 


18 x 07 
Dismantled 


11 

X 

07 

26 

X 

09 

26 

X 

09 

12 

X 

06 

27 

X 

06 

27 

X 

06 

13 

X 

06 

11 

X 

07 

19 

X 

06 
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Table 6 contl ^ed 


Adminis tra tion/Personnel Support Area 

04 Possible Administration/ Bar racks 

05 Possible Support 

OB- Possible Support /Kitchen 

07 Possible Adminis tra tion/ Barracks 

08 Possible Adminis t ration/ Barracks 

11 Possible Security 


Dismantled 
12 x 06 
16 x 12 
28 x 09 
24 x 09 
18 x 08 


November 1983 and 


July 


1986 a provable barracks (#9) and a possible support building 
(#16) were dismantled In the detention area. Although there has 
been some reduction of the facilities within the detention area. 

It appeared active P*T7<{ — n 
November 1983, the administration/personnel support area had been 
expanded by the construction of a possible administration/ 
barracks building (#18). This area also appeared active 


£>A 

Previously identified 
assigned annotation numbers* 


buildings retain their originally 
All measurements are in meters* 


Table 7 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 
Detention Area 


01 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

02 

Possible 

Latrine 

03 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

09 

Probable 

Barracks 

10 

Probable 

Barracks 

12 

Possible 

Solitary Confinement 

13 

Possible 

Barracks 

14 

Possible 

Barracks 

15 

Possible 

Suppo r t 

16 

Possible 

Suppo r t 

17 

Possible 

Support/Kitchen 

19 

Probable 

Cover Entry Point 


July 1986 


18 x 07 
Dismantled 
11x07 
Dismantled 

26 x 09 

12 x 06 

27 x 06 
27 x 06 

13 x 06 
Dismantled 

19 x 06 
— x — 


Administration/Personnel Support Area 

04 Possible Adminis tra tion/ Barracks 

05 Possible Support 

06 Possible Support/Kitchen 

07 Possible Adminis tra t ion/ Bar racks 

08 Possible Adminis tra tion/ Barracks 

11 Possible Security 

18 Possible Adminis t ra t ion/ Barr acks 


Dismantled 
12 x 06 
16 x 12 
28 x 09 
24 x 09 
18 x 08 
24 x 09 


(3) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if 2 
is located at 19-36-13N/ 105-22-56E, approximately 300 meters west 
of Route 15 on the eastern edge of the Song Quyon River and 
approximately 4 kilometers northeast of the HQ Camp. Camp if 2 
was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 

Seven of the nine buildings in the detention area were 
dismantled and replaced between July 1979 and September 
1982. The camp's detention function ended between September 
1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement ot all but one 
of the buildings in the detention area. The entire Camp if 2 was 
substantially dismantled between December 1983 and July 

l 986 - , „ 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp IF Z 
consisted of two functional areas: a detention area and an 
adminis tra tion/ personnel support area* 

(1) The detention area consisted of two probable 
barracks, a possible kitchen/support building, a probable guard 
hut, a probable watch tower, three support buildings, and a 
possible security building. 

( 2 ) The administration/personnel support area 
consisted of a~probable administration building, three possible 
barracks, and a possible support building. 

all measurements are in meters. 
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Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 
Detention Area (59 x 50 m) 

03- probable Barracks 
04 probable Guard Hut 

probable Watch Tower 

08 a Probable Barracks 
b Probable Barracks 
c Probable Barracks 

09 Possible Support 

10 Possible Support (U/C) 

11 Possible Security 

12 Possible Support 

13 Possible Support /Kitchen 

Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

01 Possible Barracks 

02 Probable Administration 

06 Possible Barracks 

07 Possible Barracks 

14 Possible Support 


July 1979 


24 x 08 

X 

X 

24 x OS- 
13 x 08 
24 x 08 
09 x 06 

09 x 06 

10 x 06 
09 x 06 
09 x 06 


10 x 08 
28 x 08 
25 x 09 
24 x 08 
10 x 08 


( c ) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

underwent significant construction between July 1979 and 

Septenrber 1982 . Within the detention area, seven buildings, 
comprised of two probable barracks (#3 and #8), three possible 
support buildings (#9, #10 and #12), a probable guard hut (#4), 

and a probable watch tower (#5) were dismantled and replaced. The 
buildings were replaced with three probable barracks (#17, # 19 

and #20), a possible d 1 s pensar y/ suppo r t building (#15), a support 
building (#21) and two probable watch towers (#16 and If 22). As a 
result of this construction, the security wall surrounding the 
detention area was expanded approximately 10 meters to the west. 
Between July 1979 to September 1982 - c . l ' e 

a d m 1 n i s t r a t i o n / p e r s o n n e 1 support area had a probable 
administration building (.If 2) and a possible support building 
(#14) dismantled. New construction in this area included two 
possible barracks/ adminis tratlon buildings (#24 and #25), a 
possible barracks/security building (#23), and a possible kitchen 

(#26) . . , 
Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 

annotation numbers 

All measurements are in meters* 


Table 9 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 12 
Detention Area 


03 

P robable 

Barracks 

04 

Probable 

Guard Hut 

05 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

08 

P robable 

Barracks 

09 

Possible 

Support 

10 

Possible 

Support 

11 

. Possible 

Security 

12 

Possible 

Support 

13 

Possible 

Support/Kitchen 

15 

Possible 

Support/Dispensary 

16 

probable 

Watch Tower 

17 

P robable 

Barracks 

18 

Probable 

Cover Entry 

19 

Probable 

Barracks 

20* 

.Probable 

Barracks 

21 

Possible 

Support 

22 

Probable 

Watch Tower 


September 1982 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Disnanc led 
D lsntan tied 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
16 x 07 
Dismantled 


11 

X 07 

15 

x 07 


— x — 
24 x 10 


24 

X 

X 

07 

24 

X 

07 

14 

X 

05 

— 

X 

— 
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Admin is t rat ion /Personnel Support Area 
01 Possible Barracks 
0Z_ Probable Administration 
06 Possible Barracks 
0i Possible iarracks 
lV" Possible Support 

23 Possible Security/ Bar racks 

24 Possible Barracks/ Adminis trat ion 

25 Possible Barracks/ Adminis tration 

26 a Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 
b Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

(d) Eight of the nine buildings in the 

detention area of Camp $2 were dismantled ($ 11» $13, $15, $18, 

$19, $20, $21, and $22) between September 1982 and December 
1983 * The only remaining building in the detention area was a 
probable barracks ($17); the camp's detention function apparently 
ended • During this same period, three buildings ($1* $7 and 
$26) in the administration/personnel support area were 
dismantled. 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers; only selected dismantled buildings are 
depicted for the purpose of clarity. All measurements are in 
meters . 

Table 10 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 December 1983 


Detention Area 

Dismantled 

03 

P robable 

Barracks 

04 

Probable 

Guard Hut 

Dismantled 

05 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

Dismantled 

08 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

09 

Possible 

Support 

Dis man t led 

10 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

1 1 

Possible 

Security 

Dismantled 

12 

Po s s ible 

Support 

Dismantled 

13 

Possible 

Suppor t/Ki tchen 

DismanC led 

15 

Possible 

Support/ Dispensary 

Dismantled 

16 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

Dismantled 

17 

P robable 

Barracks 

24 x 10 

18 

Probable 

Cover Entry 

Dismantled 

19 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

20 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

21 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

22 

Probable 

Watch Tower 

Dismantled 

Adminis tration/ Personnel Support Area 

Dismantled 

01 

Possible 

Barracks 

02 

Probable 

Administration 

Dismantled 

06 

possible 

Barracks 

25 x 09 

07 

Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

14 

Possible 

Support 

Disman tied 

23 

Possible 

Security/ Barracks 

25 x 09 

24 

Possible 

Barracks /Adminis trat ion 

26 x 09 

25 

Possible 

Barracks/Administration 

30 x 09 

26 

Possible 

Kitchen/Dispensary 

D i sman t led 


23 x 07 
Dismantled 
25 x 0 9 - * 

24 x 08 
Dismantled 

25 x 09 

26 x 09 
30 x 09 
25 x 10 
12 x 07 


( e ) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp $2 was 

dismantled, except for building II 25, between December 1983 and 
July 1986 


(4) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp $3 

( a ) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp $3 
is located at 19-36-33N/ 105-21-41E, approximately 200 meters east 
of the Song Chang River, approximately 3 kilometers north of the 
HQ Camp, and was constructed between July 1 978 and July 
j 9 7 9 “7/*? The original detention area was 

dismantled and a new detention area was constructed approximately 
100 meters east between July 1979 and September 1982; the 
total number of buildings in the admini s t ra t ion/ pe r sonnel support 
area increased by 11 buildings in this period. The detention 
area and the admini s t rat ion/ pe rs o nne 1 support area of Camp #3 
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(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation C^mp If J consists 

"of two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area* 

(1) The detention area consists of_ four probable 
barracks, a poTSlble d 1 s pe n s a r y / bar r acks , a possible solitary 

^confinement building and a possible kitchen/barracks. 

(2) The administration/ personnel- support area 
consists of “I x possible barracks, three possible 
barracks/ adminis tration buildings, a possible administration 
building, a possible kitchen/dispensary building, three possible 
support buildings, and a probable security building. 

r ^ ^ all mPAStirP 


P*r/\ 


all measurements are in 


meters . 

Table 11 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 July 1979 


Detention Area 
10 Probable 

Barracks 

18 

X 

09 

11 

a 

Probable 

Barracks 

18 

X 

09 


b 

Probable 

Barracks 

13 

X 

07 

14 


P robable 

Barracks 

18 

X 

09 

15 


Probable 

Barracks 

18 

X 

09 

16 

a 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Barracks 

18 

X 

09 


b 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Barracks 

13 

X 

04 

17 


Po s s ible 

Solitary Confinement 

08 

X 

04 

18 


possible 

Kitchen/ Barracks 

10 

X 

04 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Security 

12 

X 

06 

02 


Possible 

Barracks 

25 

X 

10 

03 


Possible 

Barracks 

18 

X 

09 

04 


Possible 

Barracks 

16 

X 

08 

05 


Possible 

Barracks 

24 

X 

10 

06 


Possible 

Kitchen/ Dispensary 

18 

X 

09 

07 


Possible 

Support 

18 

X 

09 

08 


Possible 

Barracks/ Administration 

18 

X 

09 

09 


Possible 

Administration 

18 

X 

09 

12 


Possible 

Barracks/ Adminis tration 

24 

X 

10 

13 


Possible 

Barracks/Administration 

24 

X 

10 

19 


Possible 

Barracks 

18 

X 

07 

20 


Possible 

Support 

08 

X 

04 

21 


Possible 

Barracks 

24 

X 

10 

22 


Possible 

Support 

24 

X 

10 


( c ) The original detention area, except for 

buildings // 1 0 , #14, and 1/, was dismantled between July 1979 

and September 1982. The new detention area, constructed 

approximately 100 meters to the east, consists of four probable 
barracks (#35 - #38), a possible kitchen (#33), a possible 

dispensary (#20), a possible security building (#31), and a 
possible support building (#32). Eleven new buildings were 
constructed in the adm 1 nl s t r a t 1 o n / p e r s o nn e 1 support area and 
consist of three probable barracks (#27, #28 and #30), a 

possible administration building (#25), two possible 
barracks/kltchens (#26 and #29), a possible barracks/support 
building (#34), and four possible support buildings (#23, #24, 

#39 and #40) . 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers j>/l T~A 

All measurements are in meters. 
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Table 12 - 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 


September 1982 


11 

a 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 


b 

Probable 

. Barracks 

Dismantled 

15 


Probable 

Barracks _ 

Dismantled 

16 

a 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Barracks 

Dismantled 


b 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

18 


Possible 

Kitchen/ Barracks 

Dismantled 

20 

a 

Possible 

Dispensary * 

08 x 04 

31 

b 

Possible 

Security 

Dispensary * 

12 X 08 
18 x 09 

32 


Possible 

Support 

19 x 08 

33 


Possible 

Kitchen 

25 x 09 

35 


Probable 

Barracks 

27 x 08 

36 


Probable 

Barracks 

27 x 08 

37 


Probable 

Barracks 

27 x 08 

38 


Probable 

Barracks 

27 x 08 

Adminis tration/ Personnel Support Area 


01 


P robable 

Security 

12 X 06 

02 


Possible 

Administration 

25 x 10 

03 


Possible 

Barracks 

18 x 09 

04 


Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

05 


Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

06 


Possible 

Kitchen/ Dispensary 

18 X 09 

07 


Possible 

Barracks /Support 

Dismantled 

08 


Possible 

Barracks/ Ad minis tration 

18 x 09 

09 


Possible 

Adminis tration 

18 x 09 

10 


Possible 

Ba rracks/ Suppo rt @ 

18 x 09 

12 


Probable 

Barracks 

24 x 10 

13 


Possible 

Adminis tration 

24 x 10 

14 


Possible 

Barracks / Suppo rt 0 

18 x 09 

17 


Possible 

Support @ 

13 x 04 

19 


Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

21 


Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

22 


Possible 

Support 

Disman t led 

23 


Possible 

Support 

19 x 11 

24 


Possible 

Support (U/C) 

33 x 06 

25 


Possible 

Administration 

25 x 10 

26 


Possible 

Barracks/Kitchen 

26 x 09 

27 


Probable 

Barracks 

24 x 10 

28 


Probable 

Barracks 

16 x 08 

2 9 


Possible 

Barracks /Kitchen 

34 x 09 

30 


Probable 

Barracks 

16 x 08 

34 


Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

20 x 09 

39 


Possible 

Support 

30 x 06 

40 


Possible 

Support 

29 x 06 

0 

Function 

has changed from 

detention 


related to 

Adminis t rat ion/ Per sonnel Support related* 

¥ Function has changed from Adminis tration/ Personnel Support 
related to Detention related. 


(d) Between September 1982 and 

November 1983 both dismantlement and new construction occurred at 
Camp 0 3* A probable meeting hall (042) and a watch tower (043) 
were constructed in the detention area, while four buildings (a 
possible barracks (03) and three possible support/barracks 
buildings (010, 014, and 017) were dismantled and one possible 
support building (041) was constructed in the 
administration / personnel support area* £?/l 7~/j 

Previously identified buildings retain 
their originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected 
dismantled buildings are depicted for the purpose of clarity* 
All measurements are in meters* 
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Table 13 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 
11 a Probable Barracks 
b Probable. Barracks 

15 probable Barracks 

16 a Possible Dis pensary/ Barracks 
b. Possible Dispensary/Barracks 

18 Possible Ki tchen/ Bar rack3 
20 a Possible Dispensary 
b Possible Dispensary 

31 Security 

32 Possible Support 

33 Possible Hess Hall 

35 Probable Barracks 

36 Probable Barracks 

37 Probable Barracks 

38 Probable Barracks 

42 Probable Meeting Hall 

43 Confirmed Watch Tower 

Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

01 Probable Security 

02 Possible Administration 

03 possible Barracks 

04 Possible Barracks 

05 Probable Barracks 

06 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

07 Possible Barracks/Support 

08 Possible Barracks/ Admin is t rat ion 

09 Possible Administration 

10 Possible Barracks/ Support 

12 Probable Barracks 

13 possible Administration 

14 Possible Barracks/Support 

17 Possible Support 

19 possible Barracks 

21 Possible Barracks 

22 Possible Support 

23 Possible Support 

24 Possible Support (U/C) 

25 possible Administration 

26 Possible Ba r racks /Ki tchen 

27 Probable Barracks 

28 Probable Barracks 

29 Possible Bar racks/Kitchen 

30 Probable Barracks 

34 possible Suppo rt/ Bar racks 

39 Possible Support 

40 Possible Support 

41 Possible Support 


November 1983 


Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
08 x 04 
12 x 08 

18 x 09 

19 x 08 
25 x 09 
27 x 08 
27 x 08 
27 x 08 
27 x 08 
30 x 13 
— x — 


1 2 x 06 
25 x 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

18 x 09 

Dismantled 

18 x 09 

18 x 09 
Dismantled 
24 x 10 

24 x 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

19 x 11 

33 x 06 

25 x 10 

26 x 09 
24 x 10 
16 x 08 

34 x 09 
16 x 08 

20 x 09 
30 x 06 
29 x 06 
18x09 


( \ Six buildings, consisting of three 

[ ' u / // o c #37 and // 3 8 ) , a probable security 

probable barracks (#35, #37 and >, v possible support 

building (#32), a possible YV^TrhYn the detention area between 

building (#34), were disnan e detention area may still 

be Sr^e^ ^ari, wallas still -- £ 

i^Vior\ Within the administration/ perso „.i su P P ort -r.. ^ 

possible administration/barracks building b P ulldlng 

?r3r) C ,^n ( / 1 Lo and po!2 9 iMe a su P p°p 8 o S rt buildings (#39 and #41) were 

dismantled ^ 5 ° identified buildings retain their 

originally assigned annotation "“J 8 ” 5 •J 1 /, 'of'cUrit" All 

buildings are depicted for tne p f 

_ _ _ . n J it m a h P f R . 
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Table 14 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 
11 a Probable Barracks 
b Probable Barracks 

15 probable* Barracks 

16 a Possible Dispensary/ Barracks 
b Possible Di spensary/ Bar racks 

18 Possible Ki tchen/ Barracks 
20 a Possible Dispensary 
b Possible Dispensary 

31 Security 

32 Possible Support 

33 Possible Kitchen 

35 Probable Barracks 

36 Probable Barracks 

37 Probable Barracks 

38 Probable Barracks 

42 Probable Meeting Hall 

43 Confirmed Watch Tower 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 


01 

Probable 

Security 

12 x 06 

02 

Possible 

Administration 

25 x 10 

03 

P o^s s i b 1 e 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

04 

Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

05 

Probable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

06 

Possible 

Kitchen/ Dispensary 

18 x 09 

07 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

Dismantled 

08 

Possible 

Barracks/ Administration 

Dismantled 

09 

Possible 

Administration 

18 x 09 

10 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

Dismantled 

12 

P robab le 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

13 

Possible 

Adrainis trat ion 

24 x 10 

14 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

Dismantled 

17 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

19 

Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

21 

Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

22 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 

23 

Possible 

Support 

19 x 11 

24 

Possible 

Support 

33 x 06 

25 

Possible 

Administ ration 

25 x 10 

26 

Possible 

Barracks/ Kitchen 

26 x 09 

27 

Probable 

Barracks 

24 x 10 

28 

Probable 

Barracks 

16 x 08 

29 

Poss ible 

Barracks /Kitchen 

Di sraan t led 

30 

Probable 

Barracks 

16 x 08 

34 

Possible 

Support/ Barracks 

Dismant led 

39 

Possible 

Support 

D i sman t led 

40 

Possible 

Support 

29 x 06 

41 

Possible 

Support 

Dismantled 


July 1986 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

08 x 04 

12 x 08 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

27 x 08 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

30 x 13 

Dismantled 


(5) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 

( a ) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 04 
is located on the western shore of the Song Chang River at 19-36- 
52N/105-20-18E, approximately 3.6 kilometers NNW of the HO Camo. 
and was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 P 

The total number of buildings in the detention and 
adrainis trat ion/ personnel support areas increased by eight (four 
and four, respectively) between July 1979 and September 
1982. Between September 1982 and November 1983 three 
buildings in the detention area were dismantled while two 
buildings in the administration/personnel support area were 
constructed. The configuration of Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 
04 was altered between November 1983 and July 1986 by the 
dismantlement of the original detention area and the 
construction of a new detention area approximately 150 meters to 
the west. Both the detention and , the administration/personnel 
support areas of Camp 04 appeared active D 



~ fh > Thanh Phong Reeduca.-on Ca»p ir-, consists 

‘of two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area.^ area consis ts of five probab! 

barracks, threT possible b a r r a ck s / s u p po r t buildings 
possible kitchen. adBl nis t ration/ per sonnet support area 

consists of two possible barracks/administration buildings, a 

possible barracks, two possible support buildings, a possible 
security building, and a possible are ln 

p/9 


meters. 

Table 15 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 

01 Possible Kitchen 

02 Possible Barracks/Support 

03 Possible Barracks/Support 

04 Possible Barracks/Support 

05 Probable Barracks 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Barracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Probable Barracks 

Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

10 Possible Support 

11 possible Support 

12 Possible Security 

13 Possible Dispensary/Ki tchen 

14 Possible Barracks/ Adminis trat ion 

15 Possible Barracks/ Adminis tration 

16 Possible Barracks 


July 1979 


18 x 

10 

16 x 

08 

16 x 

06 

16 x 

08 

20 x 

08 

20 x 

08 

20 x 

08 

20 x 

08 

20 x 

08 


20 

x 

08 

15 

x 

06 

18 

X 

09 

13 

X 

09 

21 

X 

10 

21 

X 

10 

20 

X 

08 


( x In the detention area four new buildings 

C...1.C1., .< b.rr.cb, (»» - > » > 

September 1983. ine security wax , Also during 

uas expanded approximately 8 meters to the south. A 8 

t“. period, six new buildings three possible barracks (#1 # 20 

and #22) a possible barracks/ administration building ( # 19 ) , 

area. In addition, a possible barracks 

ob.onnrr huilding (#10) were dismantled. f n 

support building Previously identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotation numbers. All measurements 
are in me ter s . 


Table 16 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 

01 Possible Kitchen 

02 Possible Barracks/ Support 

03 Possible Bar racks/ Suppor t 

04 Possible Barracks/ Support 

05 Probable Barracks 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Barracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Probable Barracks 

23 Probable Cover Entry Point 

24 probable Barracks 

25 Probable Barracks 

26 probable Barracks 

27 Possible Meeting Hall 


July 1982 

18 

X 

10 

16 

X 

08 

16 

X 

06 

16 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

— 

X 

— 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

20 

X 

08 

34 

X 

12 
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10 

Possible 

Support 

ft 

Possible 

Support 

12 

Possible 

Security 

T3 

Possible* Dispensary/Kitchen 

14 

Possible 

Barracks/ Adrainis tra t ion 

15 

Possible 

Barracks /Administration 

16 

Possible 

Barracks 

17 

Possible 

Barracks 

18 

Possible 

Security 

19 

Possible 

Barracks/ Administration 

20 

Possible 

Barracks 

21 

Probable 

Viewing Stands 

22 

Possible 

Barracks 


Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

Dismantled 
15 x 0j6 
18 x 09 
13 x OS 
21 x ITT. 

21 x 10 
Dismantled 
29 x 08 
17 x 12 
28 x 11 
32 x 09 
27 x 05 
23 x 10 

The detention area of Thanh Phong 
Reeducation Camp #4 had four buildings, three probable barracks 
(#6 #7 and #26) and a possible barracks / support building (#4), 

dismantled between September 1 982 and November 1983. The 

security wall around the detention area was also restored to its 
1979 configuration. Within the administration/ personnel support 
area, a probable security building (#28) and a possible support 

building (#29) were constructed. 

Previously identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotation numbers. All the 

measurements are in meters. 

November 1983 

18 x 10 
16 x 0 8 
16 x 06 
Dismantled 
20 x 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
20 x 08 
20 x 08 
— x -- 
20 x 08 
20 x 08 
Dismantled 
34 x 12 


Table 

17 

N 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 

01 

Possible 

Kitchen 

02 

Possible 

Barracks/Support 

03 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

04 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

05 

Probable 

Barracks 

06 

Probable 

Barracks 

07 

Probable 

Barracks 

08 

Probable 

Barracks 

09 

Probable 

Barracks* 

23 

Probable 

Covered Entry Point 

24 

P robable 

Barracks 

25 

Probable 

Barracks 

26 

Probable 

Barracks 

27 

Possible 

Meeting Hall 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

10 

Possible 

Support 

11 

Possible 

Support 

12 

Possible 

Security 

13 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Kitchen 

14 

Possible 

Barracks/ Administration 

15 

possible 

Barracks/ Adminis tra t ion 

16 

Possible 

Barracks 

17 

Possible 

Barracks 

18 

Possible 

Security 

19 

Possible 

Bar racks /Administration 

20 

Possible 

Barracks 

21 

Probable 

Viewing Stands 

22 

Possible 

Barracks 

28 

Probable 

Security 

29 

Possible 

Support 


(e) 


Dismantled 
15 x 06 
18 x 09 
13 x 09 . 

21 x 10 
21 x 10 
Dismantled 
29 x 08 
17 x 12 
28 x 11 
32 x 09 
27 x 05 
23 x 10 
17 x 12 
23 x 06 

The configuration of 


Thanh 


Phong 

Reeducation Camp #4 changed between November 1983 and July 
1986 . The original detention area was dismantled and a new 
detention area, consisting of four probable barracks (#30, #31, 
#33 and #34), a probable meeting hall (#32) and a possible 
kitchen (#35) was constructed approximately 150 meters west of 
the original site. The new detention area appeared active 

/v A In the same period, a support building (#11) 
and a probable barracks (#17) in the administration / personnel 
support area were dismantled. 7 "'W 

Previously identified buildings retain their 
originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected dismantled 
buildings have been depicted for the purpose of clarity. All 
measurements are in meters. 
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July 1986 


r 

. Table 18 '' 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 


^Detention Area 
01 Possible 

Kitchen 

- 02 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

D3 

Possible 

Barracks/ Support 

04 

possible 

Barracks/ Support 

05 - 

Probable 

Barracks 

06 

Probable 

Barracks 

07 

Probable 

Barracks 

08 

Probable 

Barracks 

09 

Probable 

Barracks 

23 

i Probable 

Covered Entry Point 

24 

Probable 

Barracks 

25 

| Probable 

Barracks 

26 

1 Probable 

Barracks 

27 

possible 

Meeting Hall 

30 

Probable 

Barracks 

31 

probable 

Barracks 

32 

Probable 

Meeting Hall 

33 

p robable 

Barracks 

34 

probable 

Barracks 

35 

Possible 

Kitchen 

Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

10 

Possible 

Support 

11 

Possible 

Support 

12 

Possible 

Security 

13 

Possible 

Dispensary/ Kitchen 

14 

| Possible 

Barracks/ Adm inis t rat ion 

15 

Possible 

Barracks/ Ad ministration 

16 

Possible 

Barracks 

17 

Possible 

Barracks 

18 

Possible 

Security 

19 

Possible 

Barracks/ Admin istration 

20 

Possible 

Barracks 

21 

Probable 

Viewing Stands 

22 

Possible 

Barrack's 

28 

Probable 

Security 

29 

Possible 

Support 


Dismati tied 

Dismantled 

DismcU^tled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

24 x 08 

24 x 08 

28 x 11 

24 x 08 

24 x 08 

18 x 08 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

18 x 09 
13 x 09 
21x10 
21 x 10 
Di sraan tied 
Dismantled 

17 x 12 
28 x 11 
32 x 09 
27 x 05 
23 x 10 
17 x 12 
23 x 06 



(6) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 

( a ) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if 5 

is located at 1 9 - 37 -3 1 N/ 1 0 5-2 1 - 1 3E , approximately 4.5 kilometers 
north of the HQ Camp, and was constructed between Jl * ly . 

and September 1982 ’ J, M I» detention function 

ended with the dismantlement of the security fence around the 
detention area between September 1982 and December 1983. 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if 5 was completely dismantled between 
December 1983 and July 1986. 


(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if 5 consisted of two 
functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area. 

(1) The detention area consisted of three 
probable barracks , a possible barracks/ ki tchen , and a possible 
support building. 

( 2 ) The adrainistration/personnel support area 
consisted of a possible administration building, three possible 
barracks, a possible kitchen/support building, and a possible 
support building. 

all measurements are in meters. 





X a uxc i 7 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 September 1982 


Detention Area 




01 

Probable Barracks 

22 

X 

10 

02 

ProbabJLe Barracks 

22 

X 

10 

03 

Probable Barracks 

22 

X 

10 

04 

Possible Barracks/kitchen 

15 

X 

07 

05 

Possible Support 




Administration/ Personnel Support Area 




06 

Possible Administration 

15 

X 

06 

07 

Possible Barracks 

11 

X 

06 

08 

Possible Barracks 

15 

X 

06 

09 

Possible Support 

10 

X 

06 

10 

possible ki tchen/ Support 

15 

X 

06 

11 

Possible Barracks 

10 

X 

06 


(c) Camp #5's detention function ended between 
September 1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement of the 
security fence surrounding the detention area; a probable 
barracks ( // 1 ) within the detention area was also dismantled. 
Additionally, a possible administration building (#6) and a 
possible barracks ( 0 7 ) were dismantled in the 
administration/personnel support area. 

All buildings retain their originally 
assigned annotation numbers. All measurements are in meters. 


Table 20 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 December 1983 

Detention Area 


01 

P robable 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

02 

Probable 

Barracks 

22 x 10 

03 

Probable 

Barracks 

22 x 10 

04 

Possible 

Barracks/kitchen 

15 x 07 

05 Possible Support 

Administration/ Personnel Support Area 


06 

Poss ible 

Administration 

Dismantled 

07 

Possible 

Barracks 

Dismantled 

08 

Possible 

Barracks 

15 x 06 

09 

Possible 

Support 

10 x 06 

10 

Possible 

kitchen/ Support 

15 x 06 

11 

Possible 

Barracks 

10 x 06 


(d) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp // 5 was totally 
dismantled between December 1983 to July 1986. 

pA TV? 


3. ANALYST'S COMMENTS. 

A. Map Reference: Series L7014, sheet 6048-11, 1:50,000 

B. Questions concerning this report should be addressed to 
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THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE 
INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0452 93. 


/ *********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 
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SUBJECT : IIE 6 024 045Z 

PRISON CHRONOLOGY, 1963-81 


93/BIET KICH COMMANDO 


WARNING: THIS TS AN INFORMATION REPORT, rl*>! 

FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE 


DEPARTMENT 01' DEFENSE 


DOI : 
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SOURCE- <^<2- SOURCE, A FORMER 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM DURING 1963, 
OBTAINED THE INFO THROUGH HEARSAY AND PERSONAL 
OBSERVATION. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. 


SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES THE PRISON CHRONOLOGY OF A FORMER BIET RICH 
CAPTURED DURING 1963 IN NGHE AN PROVINCE. REPORTS 
LIMITED HEARSAY OF TWO UNIDENTIFIED AMERICAN PRISONERS 
EXECUTED DURING TRANSFER TO THE NORTH IN 1968. 


TEXT: 

1. SOURCE BACKGROUND. SOURCE IS AN ETHNIC 

TAI VIETNAMESE CITIZEN BORN IN NGHE AN PROVINCE. ^ 

DURING 1959 HE FLED TO XAM NEUA , HUA PHAN PROVINCE, 

LAOS AFTER BEING HELD BY LAO OFFICIALS IN XAM NEUA 
AND"XAM TAI /XAM TEU FOR SIX MONTHS, SOURCE WAS MOVED 
TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE WAS HELD AT A MILITARY BASE FOR 
APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE ARRANGED TO HAVE SOURCE RELOCATED 
TO SAIGON. SOURCE VOLUNTEERED TU JOIN THE ARVN AND 
WAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER FOR A SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS ACTIVITY KNOWN TO HIM AS THE LWDCJ LUWOWNGJ 
NHAAN SWJ CHIEENS DAAUS . THE UNIT HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED IN RM 38, 3RD FLOOR, 145 VO TANH, SAIGON. 

2 TEAM COMPOSITION. SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO 
AN EIGHT MAN TEAM WITH THE TEAM NAME "MIDAT". PARTIAL 
TEAM COMPOSITION FOLLOWS -- 

MIDAT 1 - NGUYEN DINHF ((LWIJ)) TEAM CDR 
MIDAT 2 - LANG VAWN ((CHUNG)) DEP CDR 
MIDAT 3 - PHAN COONG ((HOAN)) RTO 
MIDAT 4 - QUACH DINHF ((HIEEN)) 

MIDAT 5 - DINH THEER ((CW)) 

MIDAT 6 - LANG VAWN ((LOAN)) 

MIDAT 7 - LOO VAWN ((CHAAN)) 

3 MISSION AT TIME OF CAPTURE. INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF BRIDGE AND OTHER 
MILITARY TARGETS IN TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. THE TEAM WAS LAUNCHED BY C-123 I ROM iAN SON 
NHAT AIRFIELD ON 8 JUN 63. THE INSERTION POINT WAS 
OVER XA THACH GIAM, TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. THE TEAM WAS DISCOVERED IMMEDIATELY, , AND 
EVADED CAPTURE FOR FOUR DAYS. ALL EIGHT WERE CAPTURED 
ALIVE AT 1200 HOURS ON 12 JUN 63. THE TEAM WAS HELD 
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FOR INTERROGATION FOR SIX MONTHS IN SPECIAL DETENTION 
AT HUONG DUONG, NGHE AN. 

4 . TRIAL. MEMBERS OF THE TEAM WERE PUT ON 
TRIAL AT THE 4TH MILITARY REGION MILITARY COURT IN DO 
LUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE ON 22 DEC 63. THE 
TEAM CDR AND DEP CDR WERE SENTENCED TO DEATH. THE 
SENTENCES FOR THE OTHERS MEMBERS RANGED FROM 10 TO 18 
YEARS. 

5 . PRISON CHRONOLOGY. 

A. AFTER TRIAL, SOURCE HAS MOVED ALONE TO CAMP 
2 , YEN BAI WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 1969. 

B. SOURCE HAS HELD IN MO CAI PRISON FROM 1969 
UNTIL 1971. 

C SOURCE HAS TRANSFERRED FROM LAO CAI TO 

CENTRAL CAMP 3 AT TAN KY IN .'971. SOMETIME DURING 
1972 HE HAS TRANSFERRED BACK TO LAO CAI WHERE HE^ 
REMAINED UNTIL FEB 78 WHEN HE AND APPROX 150 OTHER 
PRISONERS WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM / THANH PRONG 
PRISON IN THANH BOA PROVINCE. 

D. FROM FEB 78 UNTIL APR 81 (WHEN HE ALLEGEDLY 

ESCAPED WHILE ON LABOR DETAIL) SOURCE HAS HELD AT K4, 
THANH LAM / THANH PRONG PRISON. 

6. THANH PRONG / THANH LAM CAMP SYSTEM. THE 

PRISON CAMP HAS NAMED. AFTER TWO VILLAGES IN THE 
IMMEDIATE AREA, THANH LAW /GLOCOORDS — 1939N/105J.7E // 
AND THANH PRONG / /GEOCOORDS- -1938N/ 105 18E/ / , AND 
CONSISTED OF FOUR SUBCAMPS DESIGNATED KL THRU K4. KL 
AND K2 WERE LOCATED NEAR THANH PRONG. K3 HAS LOCATED 
IN VICINITY //GEOCOORDS- -1935N/10523E// , ON THE WEST 
SIDE OF HWY 15B APPROX TWO KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE 
INTERSECTION AT LANG CHUOI OP 153 AND THE ROAD WEST TO 
THANH PRONG. K4 HAS LOCATED 3 KM SOUTHWEST OF K3, 
APPROX 2KM WEST OF HWY 15 B. 

A. CADRE. THE THANH PRONG PRISON SYSTEM HAS 

COMMANDED BY LT COL ((UYS)). ' K4 HAS COMMANDED B Y 

MAJOR TOO HAS ( (OANH)) . NGUYEN MANHJ ((HOWIJ)) WAS 
DEP CDR OF K4. 

B: K4 LAYOUT' AND INMATE POPULATION. K4 

CONSISTED OF THREE SEPARATE DETENTION AREAS. THE 
PRODUCTION AREA (KIHJ SANR SUAATS? CONSISTED OF TWO 
PRISON BUILDINGS DESIGNATED ■ AND 2. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN BUILDING 1. ALL OF THE APPROX 150 INMATES OF K4 
WERE BIET KICH. JUST WEST OF THE PRODUCTION SECTION 


WAS A SMALL COMPOUND WHICH HELD TWELVE SENIOR ARVN 
OFFICERS, INCLUDING GEN NGUYEN HUU PHO. A TKfRD 
COMPOUND JUST WEST OF THE K4 HEADQUARTERS HELD AN 
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF FORMER ARVN; INMATES. 

7 HEARSAY OF EXECUTION OF TWO AMERICAN PWS. 

WHILE HELD AT CENTRAL PRISON 3, TAN KY, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE, A COMMUNIST CADRE JNMATE KNOWN TO SOURCc 
ONLY AS ((THU)) TOLD SOURCE THAT THU’S UNIT HAD 
CAPTURED TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS NEAR KHE SANH DURING 
TET 68 THU'S UNIT ESCORTED THE TWO AMERICANS NORTH 
ALONG THE HO CHI MINI! TRAIL. WHEN THE TWO WERE UNABLE 
TO KEEP UP THE PACE, THEY WERE SHOT. THU'S UNIT 
REPORTED TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS THAT THE TWO PRISONERS 
HEAD DIED OF SICKNESS. (NFI INFORMATION ON THE 
IDENTITY, CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE, OR PLACE OF 
EXECUTION OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN PWS , OR BACKGROUND 
OF THU. ) 

8. NO AMERICAN PWS WERE HELD AT YEN BAI, LaO 

CAI, T3, OR THANH PHONG. 

COMMENTS : 

1 INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED DURING A BRIEF 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED UNDER TIME RESTRAINTS. SOURCE IS 
SCHEDULED FOR FOLLOW-UP INTERVIEW DURING MID APRIL 93. 

2 SOURCE INITIALLY LEFT T3 TAN KY CAMP (WHERE 

HE HEARD THE HEARSAY ACCOUNT) OUT OF HIS PRISON 
CHRONOLOGY: ONLY AFTER REPORTING THE HEARSAY STORY 

AND BEING ASKED TO CLARIFY HIS FRISON CHRONOLOGY DID 
HE EXPLAIN THAT HE HAD BEEN MOVED FROM LAO CAI TO TAN 
KY AND BACK TO LAO CAI DURING: 1971-72. 

3 SOURCE HAS BEEN ASKED TO PREPARE A DETAILED 
WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF HIS ALLEGED PRISON EXPERIENCES IN 
PREPARATION FOR RE INTERVIEW. 

4 DUE TO HIS ETHNIC BACKGROUND, SOURCE WILL BE 
REINTERVIEWED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF LAO COMMANDOS AND 
COLLABORATORS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM. 
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CITE: 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION BANGKOK. 11SEP85 IS BEING 
READDRESSED FOR YOU ACTION/INFO. QUOTE. 

DORN 0127 

E.O. 12356: 

TAGS: MOPS, VM 

SUBJECT: LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS FROM VIETNAM BY REFUGEES 


2 ONE LAO REFUGEE AND ONE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE REFUGEE RECENTLY PASSED 
TO THE CONSUL INFORMATION ON PURPORTED U.S. POW CAMPS IN VIETNAM. 

3. REPORT NO. 1 

SOURCE: *3 C ; DPOB SaS> 1953, VANGVIENu, 

VIENTIANE PROVINCE. LAOS. RECEIVED HIGHER EDUCATION IN FRANCE 
AND LAOS. ASSIGNED AS TRADE ATTACHE AT LPDR CONSULATE. DA NANG, 
VIETNAM. ARRESTED NOV 1984 FOR ALLEGED ESPIONAGE. FLED TO 
THAILAND IN OEC 1984. NOW AT NA PHO CAMP: S-D 

4 ACCOUNT Se. STATES THAHTE ATTENDED A MEETING IN FEB ? 
1984 AT THE LPDR CONSULATE IN DA NANG ATTENDED BY SIX LAO 
OFFICIALS, FIVE SRV OFFICIALS AND TWO VIETNAMESE JOURNALISTS. 

THE MEETING, TO DISCUSS COMMERCIAL ISSUES, LASTED FROM 1700 
TO ABOUT 2100. 3C ASKED A DA NANG TRADE OFFICIAL ABOUT 
THE CONDITION OF INDUSTRY AT TAMKI CITY, SOUTTHOF D2LP2PG. -T 
THE DA NANG OFFICIAL SAID THAT FACTORIES IN TAMKI, MOSTLY 
IMPORTED FROM WESTERN COUNTRIES, WERE GRINDING TO A HALT AS A 
RESULT OF LACK OF SPARE PARTS AND QUALIFIED STAFF TO OPERATE 
THEM. WESTERN EXPERTS WERE NEEDED TO KEEP THE FACTORIES 
GOING. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL, A DECISION WAS MADE TO 
USE SOME TECHNICALLY SKILLED AMERICAN POWS TO REPAIR AND 
MAINTAIN THE FACTORIES. 5C STATES THAT HE WAS TOO 
FRIGHTENED TO ASK DETAILS CONCERNING NUMBERS, DATES AND 
LOCATIONS WHERE THE POWS WERE DETAINED LEST 
HE AROUSE SUSPICION AGAINST HIMSELF AND RISK BEING ARRESTED. 

5. WE ARE POUCHING S-S. WRITTEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC, 

6. REPORT NO. 2. 

SOURCE: DPOB: 

<£> 1932, KHt KIEN, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. VIETNAM. 

1961-1972: WORKED FOR MILATT OFKICE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
EMBASSY, VIENTIANE, LAOS. WAS ARRESTED r IN NOV 1981 ON 
CHARGES OF SUPPORTING LAO RESISTANCE. 8LTD TO THAILAND 
IN APRIL 1984. NOW AT NA PHO CAMP S-D 

7. ACCOUNT: WENT TO THE SRV IN FEB 1979 FOR A THREE- 

MONTH VISIT. DURING THAI TIME HIS FATHER RELATEO INFORMATION 
WHICH HE HAD GOTTEN FROM A POLICE MAJOR CONCERNING ALLEGED 
AMERICAN POWS. NEPHEW, jUAMJE_ ALSO PROVIDED POW 

INFORMATION. CLAIMING TO HAVE SEEN U.S. POWS HIMSELF. 

8. FROM HIS FATHER AND HIS NEPHEW, $ C LEARNED THAT THERE 
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ARE TWO DETENTION SITES FOR. U.S.POWS. ONE IS A CAMP 
LOCATED AT 'XADOUAI.' 5^- PUTS THIS FACILITY AT" 
APPROXIMATELY 19. DECREES 32 MINUTES N BY 105 DEGREES 47 MINUTES 
E. HE STATES ThAT KWHTUTB. THIS CAMP WAS rCHWIBH CENTER 
FOR HIGH-RANGKING SOUTHSVIETNAMESE PRISONERS. AFTER 1975, 

SOME 300 AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAOS AND VIETNAM 
WERE IMPRISONED THERE. OCCUPYING 2 KM X 2KM OF 
GROUND, THE CAMP IS REPORTEDLY ENCLOSED BY A CONCRETE WALL 
SIX METERS HIGH AND 40CM THICK TOPPEO BY ELECTRIFIED BARBED 
WIRE. THERE ALLEGEDLY ARE 100 BUILDINGS EACH CONTAINING 15 
ROOMS. ACCORDING TO SC- THE PRISONERS WORK FROM 0700 TO 
1100 AND 1300 TO 1600. THEY LISTEN TO POLITICAL LECTURES 
FROM 1700 TO 1800. THEY SLEEP FROM 2200. EACH AMERICAN 
RECEIVES A DAILY FOOD RATION OF 500 GRAMS, ALTERNATING WITH FISH 
SAUCE, PORK. SALT, VEGETABLES AND FISH WITH RICE. EACH 
PRISONER ALSO ALLEGEDLY RECEIVES A DAILY STIPEND OF 2.50 DONG. 
THE CAMP CONTAINS A DISPENSARY. COMMON MALADIES AMONG THE 
INMATES. ACCORDING TOJV ARE SKIN DISEASES, 'PARALYSIS', 

AND TUBERCULOSIS. CONTACT WITH OUTSIDERS IS PROHIBITED. 

9 5c- LISTS A SECOND POW CAMP AT 'BANHEU1,' REPORTEDLY 

siTUATED ON AN ISLAND AT COORDINATES 19 DEGREES 22 M INUTES 
N BY 105 DEGREES 56 MINUTES E. THIS CAMP 'SlMTtULY IMPRISONED 
' SOUTH VIETNAMESE' HlLTfARVfTR’ONNEL BEFORE 1975. AFTER 1975, 

AC- CLAIMS IT WAS USED TO KEEP U.S. POWS. HE DESCRIBES THE 
ISLAND AS ABOUT SIX KILOMETER, LOCATED SOME FIVE KM FROM 
SHORE. THE CAMP REPORTEDLY OCCUPIES AN AREA ON KM SQUARE. 

IK THIS CAMP. & CLAIMS. ARE 150 BUILDINGS HOUSING SOME 500 
U S POWS. STATES THAT THE POWS AWAKEN AT 0400 FOR 
PHYSICAL EXERCISE. THEY WORK 0700 TO 1100 AND 1300 TO 1600 
CULTIVATING CROPS AND RAISING LIVESTOCK. THEY MUST LISTEN TO 
POLITICAL LECTURES BEFORE BEDTIME AT 2200. EACH POW REPORTEDLY 
7 ’RECEIVES TWO MEALS AND A 2.50 DONG STIPEND PER DAY. NEW 
' 'CLOTHES ARE DISTRIBUTED TWICE EACIYEAR. A HOSPITAL ON THE 
GROUNDS REPORTEDLY HAS PHYSICIANS. DENTISTS AND NURSES. 
VIETNAMESE TV SHOWS ARE GIVEN ON SATURDAYS. SOME 1,000 
SOLDIERS GUARD THIS CAMP, CLAIMS JC THEY HAVE 10 
TRUCKS, SIX 82MM MORTARS, SIX 37MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS AND 
HADIO GEAR. 

10. WE ARE POUCHING 5«- WRITTEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC. 
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Memorandum For Record 

Subject: Meeting with Congressman Bill Henson (R-NC). 

1. In the last week of November 1985 Congressman Hendon requested DIA/VO-PW brief him 

on the "Baltimore source named DIA interviewed”. On 3 Dec 85 I briefed Cong. 

„ e nJon at hit office In the company of Sal Ferro, LTC Steve Lucas, and a member of 

Cong. Henson's staff. 

2. Con*. Hendon ask me and I provided a summery of S c background and each of the 

PH related reports in <*ng. Hen<i<,n stated ^ t<>ld hlm ° f - Seei " R “ S 

PHs in Berth Vietnam in 1979 end he asked me to tell him about that sighting. I replied 

^ had no such sighting and according to his statements to me had not seen any US 
PHs after leaving Thanh Tri Prison at the end of 1969. I added all US PHs held at 
Thanh Tri were accounted for. Cong. Hendon vent thru file and asked general 

questions about each of reports of interest to the PW/MIA issue. I provided 

him with a synopsis of each report he asked about (hearsay report on the escape of 
an American in mid-76 from the Bat-Bat area DIA/VO-PW correlated to Arlo Gay, 
sighting of a probable French Caucasian male interred at Lao Cai Central Prison Ur. 1 
in 1970, hearsay of the capture of two Americans with a Mike Force Team on the 
Lao/Vietnam border in the mid-1960s DIA positively correlated to the CIUS KAMe 
capture, and sighting of US PHs at Thanh Tri Prison to include S «”“ ct uith 

returnees Larry Stark and Bob Olsen while there.) Cong. Hendon made no requests for 
additional briefing or information on any of these incidents. 

3 . Cong. HenJon asked why I told St- not to talk to anyone about seeing US PHs. 

I replied I had not made any such statement to or request of 3C- 

4. Cong. Hendon asked me why Sc would lie to him and not to me. I replied this was 

Cong. Hendon' s conclusion and not mine. I asked Cong. HensU when he had last spoken 
with -PC. Cong Hendon replied had said he told DIA he saw US 


I reiterated 5 ^ bad told DIA he had not seen any 


US P TT s after leaving Thanh Tri Prison 
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: nd ! couldn’t understand how S c would have said to Cong. Hendon he had seen then 
ln 1979. I added jSi- was held In Thanh Phong Prison In 1979 and we had also inter- 
viewed a number of inmates with Sc. at Thanh Phone Prison during 1979-19B3. None of 
them, who all knew had seen any NS PNs there. I also stated that I was the only. 

„IA officer to have interviewed sc. and 5 c had never claimed to me that he saw any 
US PWs in 1979. Cone. Hendon asked me for my opinion of SC- reliability. I replied 
I found 5C to be very open and had no reason to doubt the veracity of anything «■ 
told me. Cong. Henion said he was going to contact SC that evening to get an ex- 
planation from SC why he told him one thing and told me something else. 

5. Cong. Hendon said that the ~c file indicated DU had conducted an extremely 
thorough and detailed debriefing of and he wanted to hnow why we had gone to such 

an extent with Sc I replied that *c had gone thru the prison system for 15 years 
and had an interesting insight into that system. For that reason it was necessary to 
cover each step of his prison experiences. Also, S c had Kept his eyes and ears open 
and had remembered alot he saw and heard while in prison and it was necessary to document 
that, in view of his 15 years in prison it was necessary to debrief him often and in 
great detail to insure everything was covered well. Cong. Pennon said it .lust seemed 
strange to him that we would go to such an extreme length with someone if they didn't 
hnow something. I replied that 15 years in prison was a long time and as one might expect 
there was a tendency for things to become blurred. This necessitated I go slow, carefully 
and methodically to insure that I had as accurate a record as possible. 


a/ 

Sedgwick D. Tourison, Jr., GS-13 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 
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1 , i telephoned 50 ^ on the 'evening of 8 Jan 86 in response to^ request f .,... . • 

"from him earlier that day to call him. I have maintained some social contact with . 

.g,c- since his in-depth debriefing in mid-1985 and I assumed that request 

j. 

was of a social nature. 

2. During the conversation I asked SC. why he tad MUtong. riejdwj 

me of seeing US PNs in North Vietnam in 1979. £ -=?c^ said he had never seen, met, or 
spoken with Cong. Henion whom he had only heard about thru Fred Cristo, his former 

STD Training Officer with whom he had made contact in mid-1985. Sc_ explained 
that Cristo had contacted him in November 1985 and told him a Congressman named 
Hendon had been approached by General Singlaub (USA-Ret.) on behalf of Cristo to 
sponsor SCL wife into the US. Cristo, thru Singlaub, was going to set up a 
meeting with Cong. HenAon (or Henson) so that SC. could not only go over the ; j 

Congressman' s help in sponsorship of wife but also tell Hendon about j 

S<L- sighting of US PWs. Cristo said he would get back to <5c_ shortly. j 

After two weeks went by and no word came on the meeting *&<L. called Cristo to < 

V 

find out what had happend. Cristo said they were still working on in, that 
General Singlaub was talking to Hendon about it and would get back to him on it. 

3 . reminded me that Cristo had met with him , in the summer of 1985 , 

because, as Cristo explained. General Singlaub was very interested in meeting any of 3 

the Ops 34A Commandos from STD who had been captured during the 1960s. According j 

to Cristo , General Singlaub told Cristo that he ^d^received alot of criticism^ -- _ d 

for having run a sloppy show while in command of the US portion of STD and he 1 

wanted to talk with any of the commandos In order to set the etory straight . 

Cristo explained that Singlaub had asked all the Americans who worked wlthJOm^^______ 

to be on the lookout for anyone of the commandos and let h^m-Tcnbtf . as ^soon as any 





were located so Singlaub could find out what happened to them all. SC added he 
had never actually met General Singlaub but Cristo said he was in contact with him 

often. 



Sedgwick D. Tourison, Jr., GS-13 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 
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EZ2 : 

•0916/Vp-PW 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ : HR 6-014-0057-86/ HEARSAY OF US PWS IN HANOI 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

DOI : 860406 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT C_- WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: SOURCE RELATES A CONVERSATION WITH A FELLOW INMATE 

AT THANH PHONG PRISON IN EARLY 1980 WHO CLAIMED U.3. ?WS W ERL -IT ILL 
ALIVE AND IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM AS OF THAT TIME. 

TEXT : 

1 I'M APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1980 SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED 

DUTIES WORKING IN THE SAWMILL AT THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 

THANH PHONG PRISON, THANH HOA PROVINCE. THANH LAM WAS A NAME 
ASSIGNED TO THAT AREA OF THE PRISON FOR A GROUP OF PRIMARILY 
COMMANDO PAROLEES WHO WERE IN A SPECIAL PAROLE STATUS AND GIVEN MORE 
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND PRIVILEGES UNDER THE SPECIAL PAROLE ORDER 
(LENH DAC XA) ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IN THE MID-1970S. 
THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA WAS COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K4 OF 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2. ONE DAY SOURCE SPOKE WITH ONE OF THE CRIMINAL INMATES FROM K4 
DETAILED TO TRANSPORT LOGS FROM A TIMBER CUTTING AREA APPROXIMATELY 
A HALF KILOMETER FROM THE THANH LAM CAMP SAWMILL. SOURCE SPOKE WITH 
THE INMATE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING THE DAY AS THE INMATE BROUGHT 
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LOGS TO THE SAW MILL. THE INDIVIDUAL DID GIVE SOURCE HIS NAME BUT 
SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL IT. SOURCE WAS ONLY ABLE TO DESCRIBE THE - 
INDIVIDUAL AS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE, BASED ON HIS SPOKEN 

AND NAS NOT VERT NELL EDUCATED. HE APPEARED TO BE CLOSE 

TO NO YE#R ^ N * G ®- NVERS1TI0N wth the INMATE THEIR CONVERSATION 
TURNED TO RECOUNTING IN WHICH PRISONS THEY HAD BEEN DETAILED. 

SOURCE RECOUNTED HAVING BEEN DETAINED WITH U.S. PWS IN THE LATE 
W60S NHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON OUTSIDE HANOI. SOURCE REMARKED HE 
NOuS BE VCTY SURPRISED IF THERE HERE STILL U.S. PNS IN THE NORTH. 

THE INMATE WITH WHOM SOURCE WAS SPEAKING REPLIED SOURCE WAS 
OBV IOUSLY NOT VERY SMART BECAUSE IT DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE U S. 

PWS. HE ADDED THAT HE HAD "RECENTLY” BEEN IN CHARGE OF A HOUSE 
HAVING U.S. PWS UNTIL HE HAD BEEN JAILED ON TRUMPED-UP CHARGES BY 
HIS SUPERIORS. HE EXPLAINED HE HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN A SENIOR 
LIEUTENANT IN THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE, A COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER 
FOR 19 YEARS HE HAD AN IDEOLOGICAL FALLING OUT WITH HIS SUPERIORS 
WHO FRAMED HIM WITH CHARGES OF CORRUPTION TO AVOID HAVING ?0 PROVE 
HE WAS WEAK IDEOLOGICALLY. HE STATED HE HAD BEEN IN CHARGE OF^THE 
CARE AND PROVISIONING FOR A HOUSE IN WHICH A SMALL GROUP OF U.S. PWS 
STAYED AND WAS CONVICTED OF THEFT OF THEIR PRISONER RATIONS.. HE 
iDDED T T DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE U.S. PWS. AFTER ALL, HE REMARKED, 
PEOPLE* WOULD LOOK FOR CONCENTRATIONS OF U.S. PWS SOMEWHERE, AND THEN 
NEVER FIND THEM. ALL IT TOOK WAS A SMALL GROUP HERE AND THtRE IN 
HANOI AND THEY WOULD NEVER BE NOTICED SOURCE ASSUMED FROM THE 
REMARKS THAT T HE INDIVIDUAL WAS SAYING, IN SO MANY WORDS, THAT THE 
HOUsf HE Had BEEN IN CHARGE OF HAD BEEN IN HANOI AND THERE HAD BEEN 
OTHER SIMILAR HOUSES ALSO IN THE HANOI AREA. BASED ON THE INMATES 
REMARKS SOURCE BELIEVED HE COULD WELL HAVE BEEN A 19 YEAR PARTY 
MEMBER CHOSEN FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO FOLLOW ORDERS BUT NOT ^.OMEONE 
WELL EDUCATED. THE INMATE STATED HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED ONLx SIX 
•tr.MT'JS parltpr. HAD ALREADY BEEN THRU HO A LG PRISON AND THREc ulHER 
PR I SONS~ BEFORE' COMING TO THANH PHONG. SOURCE HEARD NOTHING IN THE 
CONVERSATION WHICH WOULD CAUSE HIM TO QUESTION THE TRUlHr jLNESS^.F 
THE INMATE’S REMARKS. SOURCE SPECULATED IF THE INDlV iDUAl ^AD btEN 
PERFORMING THE DETAILS AS CLAIMED HE WOULD HAVE BEEN rtR, 'j,,MiNG ^UCH 
CARETAKER DUTIES FOR U.S. PWS DURING AT LEAST EARLY 1979. SOURCE 
ACKNOWLEDGED MANY INMATES OFTEN MIGHT SPIN TALES BUT THESE wEr.E 
SaSy EASILY RECOGNIZED AS SUCH. HE ALSO KNEW FROM CONVERSATIONS 
WITH OTHER PRISON INMATES OVER THE YEARS, BOTH CRIMINALS AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THAT INMATES OFTEN DISCUSSED THINGS WliH idc. 
OTHER INMATES THEY MIGHT NEVER HAVE DISCUSSED PRIOR TO BEING IN 
PRISON. IN SOURCE'S VIEW, THIS WAS ONE WAY IN WHICH THE PRISONERS 
"GOT BACK AT THE SYSTEM", BY TALKING ABOUT SUBJECTS WHICH MIGHT BE 
CLASSIFIED BUT WHICH, FOR THEM, NO LONGER MATTERED. SOURCE 
RECOGNIZED FULL WELL THAT PRISON INMATES OFTEN EXAGGERATED THE 
SScE OF FORMER JOBS AND DUTIES BUT HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THE 
ACCOUNT HE WAS OFFERED BY THE INMATE WITH WHOM HE WAS SPEAKING. 
SOURCE STATED HE DID PASS ON THE GIST OF THE INMATES REMARKS TO 

OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS LIVING ^WTTH THE 

DISCUSSED THE INCIDENT. HE COULD NOT RECALL HAVING TAL ^ E P 
INMATE AT ANY LATER POINT AND DIDN'T KNOW IF ANYONE ELSE HAD SPOKEN 
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WTTH THE SELF-CLAIMED PSS OFFICER. 

COMMENTS: THIS IS THE FIRST REPORT FROM ANY COMMANDO AT THANH 

LAM OF THE ACCOUNT OFFERED BY SOURCE. VO-PW WILL CONTACT AND 
REINTERVIEW FORMER THANH LAM INMATES WHO HAD ROUTINE CONTACT WITH 
THIS SOURCE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THIS CONVERSATION DID BECOME THE 
SUBJECT OF BARRACKS DISCUSSION AS CLAIMED. 


PREP: SEDGWICK TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, V0-PW2 
APPR: K.M. GAINES, COL, USAF, VO-PW, CHF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
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FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY MAJOR. SOURCE OBTAINED 
THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE IN 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// JH/ J3/ J3b/ J233// 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASI>-ISA/P W-HIA// 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 
M?r i.l&^HINGTON DC 



(X- 


•0070/V0-PW 


PASS'- N/A 

COUNTRY VIETNAM -CVMI 

SUBJ: ilRb-014-00SE-ab/PAR0LEE IDENTIFICATION 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

DOI : abOlOO {R0> 


SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT 

RELIABLY IN THE PAST- 


^ CL 


WHO HAS REPORTED 


dia/nmic/vo/vo-pw 

S . TOURISON/VO- 

COL F.CAPILLUPOtUSAFtVO-PWtCHF 


PW/XS0S01/CMF. 

Ahi 



SUmURY: SOURCE PROVIDES LIMITED BACKGROUND ON MS FORMER SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS CAPTURED IN THE IHbOS, MOST RELEASED FROM 

PRISON BY 1TB2- 
TEXTS 

THE MAJORITY OF COMMANDO PAROLEES AT THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA 
«HU SAN XU AT THANH LAM} , THANH PHONG PRISON, HERE AMONG THE FIRST 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED IN THE EARLY IRbOS, PRIMARILY PRIOR TO 
SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND ON COMMANDOS FROM THIS 
EARLY CROUP OF COtltlANDOS HOST OF UHOfl ARE PAROLEES- 

1. NGUYEN VAN NGO -CNGUYEENX VAUN NGOI - CAPTURED CIRCA nbS- A 
PAROLEE AT THANH LAN PRODUCTION AREA -. THANH PHONG PRISON -. IN 
g . DO THUONG -CDDOOX THUUOUNG! - CAPTURED CIRCA nb2-bB- A 

PAROLEE AT THANH L AH IN nfiO- 

3. NGUYEN VAN CUONG -CNGUYEENX VAUN CUUOUNG! - DECEASED FROtl TB 
IN 1^72 AT PHO LU PRISON -CAKA CENTRAL PRISON NR- 1 AKA LAO CAI 
PRISON! • CAPTURED IN llkOS IN A TEAH WHICH INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAN 
-CNGUYEENX VAUN TAAN>- CT AN UAS LOCATED AT THE GALANG REFUGEE CAHPm 


ID-. IN ITBS-I 

4 . DOAN PHUONG -CDDOANF PHUUOUNGJ! - CAPTURED CIRCA ITbS- A 
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PAROLEE RELEASED FROM THANH LAfl CIRCA MBl- 

S. NGUYEN VAN HING -CNGUYEENX VAUN HINH> - COMMANDO RADIO 
OPERATOR CAPTURED IN EARLY MbOS. A PAROLEE RELEASED FROM THANH LAM 
CIRCA 1161 • FLED VIETNAM BY BOAT AND CURRENTLY RESIDING IN HOLLAND- 
b- NONG VAN NINH CNOONG VAUN HINHI - CAPTURED CIRCA nbB- 
RELEASED CIRCA LATE ITAE- 

7. TRAN NGOC BINH -CTRAANF NGOCJ BINHSI AKA TRAN SI NGOC -CTRAANF 
SIX NGOC J > - A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE- CAPTURED CIRCA nt2i 
PROBABLY IN NGHE AN PROVINCE UHILE TEAM LEADER OF HIS COMMANDO TEAM- 
RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP Kl, THANH PHONG PRISON -> IN nflE- RESIDING IN 

HO CHI MINH CITY i VIETNAM CSRV> IN nfl3. 

fi. TRAN CAN CTRAANF CAANR> - CAPTURED IN 1^2 OR 11b3- A 
PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN ITfiO AND RELEASED PRIOR TO nfi2- 

NGUYEN HUU DA CNGUYEENX HUUUX DDAXI - DIED AT PRISON T-SE 
CAKA HA TAY PRISON! CIRCA 1T7A FROM ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING- 
OTHER TEAM MEMBERS INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAP CNGUYEENX VAUN TAAPJ! AND 

NGUYEN VAN HUU CNGUYEENX VAUN HUUUX}- 

10 - NGUYEN VAN TY CNGUYEENX VAUN TYF> - CAPTURED EARLY ntOS - AT 
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PHO LU PRISON DURING n72-?3. A PAROLEE AT THANH LAN IN nfiO AND 
RELEASED PRIOR TO nfi2- 

11. DINH MINH LUNG -CDDINH MINH LUNG! - CAPTURED EARLY nbOS. 

team leader-, team "rahos". 

IE. DEO VAN PHOOM - -CDDEOF VAUN PHOMI - PAROLED FROM THANH LAM 

circa nao. 

13 . LO VAN PHIEN CLOF VAUN PHIEENSI - PAROLED FR0I1 THANH LAM 
CIRCA ibso- 

m. TAO VAN LUNfl {TAOF VANN LUN> - PAROLED FROM THANH LAN CIRCA 

nao- 

is. LO VAN TUN {LOF VANN TUN} - INPRISONED IN SUB-CAUP Kin THANH 
PHONG PRISON’ IN AUG B2- 

lb. LEO VAN SAI -CLEO VAUN SAI> - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAN IN naO- 
17 . DEO VAN HOM -CDDEOF VAUN HOM> - RELEASED FROH SUB-CAMP K1-, 
THANH PHONG PRISON-, IN FEB 32- 

is. LO A PHIEN {LOF A PHIEENSI - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAN IN 1HSQ. 
1H. LUONG VAN SO {LUUOUNG VAUN SOI - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAN IN 

nao- 

EO. LO VAN GION -CLOF VAUN CHUUTSI - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP Kl, 



THANH PHONG PRISON-. IN 1=162. 

21. LUONG VAN THOM CLUUOUNG VAUN THOR} - RELEASED FROR SUB-CARP 

K1-. THANH PHONG PRISON-. IN 1*182. 

22- LE VAN KINH - -CLEE VAUN KINH} FROGRAN CAPTURED UITH NGUYEN 

VAN TAR. RELEASED FROR K1-, THANH PHONG, IN 1*182. 

23- NGUYEN VAN TINH -CNGUYEENX VAUN TINHSI - RELEASED. 1*183. 
INCARCERATED AT SUB-CARP K1-. THANH PHONG PRISON-. IN AUG 1T83. 

24 . NGUYEN VAN THU -CNGUYEENX VAUN THUS! - RERBER OF A CORRANDO 
GROUP UNDER NGUYEN HUY LAN CNGUYEENX HUY LAANI UHICH SURRENDERED AT 
CON CUONG. THU DID NOT VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER. PAROLED FROR THANH 

lar prior TO nas- RESIDING in ho chi rinh city chcrc>, srv in 
na3. IRPRISONED ONCE in southern vietnar uhen captured during 
abortive boat escape atterpt. 

25. NGUYEN HUY LAN - CORRANDER OF CORRANDO GROUP UHICH 
SURRENDERED AT CON CUONG. PAROLED FROR THANH LAR IN 118 2- RESIDING 

IN THE NGA BA ONG TA AREA OF JCRC IN 1163. 

2b. HOANG CUNG CHOANGF CUNG> - AT CENTRAL PHO LU IN 1172-73. 

PAROLED FROR THANH LAR. 

27- HOANG THU CHOANG THURJ - AT PHO LU IN 1=172-73. PAROLED FROR 



THANH LAN • 

2fl . NGUYEN DU -CNGUYEENX DUJ> - AT PHO LU IN n?5- 73- PAROLED 
FROM THANH LAM. 

ET. NGUYEN HOA CNGUYEENX HOAF> - AT PHO LU IN n7E-?3- PAROLED 
FROM THANH LAM- 

30 . TRINH VAN TRUYEN -CTRINH VAUN TRUYEENJ} - AT PHO LU IN n?5- 
73 - PAROLED FROM THANH LAN* 

31. NGUYEN VAN THUONG -CNGUYEENX VAUNTHUUOUNGJI - DIED AT PHO LU 
CIRCA n7S-7b. 

3E- NGUYEN VAN CHAU CNGUYEENX VAUN CHAAU> - CAPTURED CIRCA nb3 

tM. PAROLED FROn THANH LAM CIRCA 1*160 • 

33 . NGUYEN VAN DONG CNGUYEENX VAIilN DD00NG1 - CAPTURED EARLY 

ntOS- PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 1160. 

34. NGUYEN VAN LO CNGUYEENX VAUN LOFI - CAPTURED EARLY IHLOS- 
PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA VWO. UAS IMPRISONED FOR SOME PERIOD 
UITH FORMER COMMANDO MOC A TAI-. CURRENTLY A RESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA 

35. NGUYEN VAN CHAT CNGUYEENX CHAATSJ - DECEASED AT PHO LU 

PRISON. 

3b. BUI AN IBUIF AAN> - POSSIBLE FORMER NATIVE OF NAN DINH. 



CAPTURED CIRCA llbS- IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT PHO LU, (3UYET TIEN, 
T-S2, AND THANH LAM. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN V161. 

37. DINH VAN CHUC CDDINHF VAblN CHUCSJ - MEMBER OF A COMMANDO TEAM' 
COMMANDED BY -CLNU/MNUI MINH AND INCLUDING NGUYEN VAN CAU INGUYEENX 
VAUN CAAU> • CAPTURED CIRCA l=lb4. IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT (2UYET 
TIEN {PRE-1=172>, PHO LU {72-731, (2UYET TIEN {P0ST-1T?3> , TUYEN (2UANG 
iimy. TRANSFERRED TO T-S2 (n7fl>. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN 1=161 

OR 1=162- 

3fl. NGUYEN VAN TUNG {NGUYEENX VAUN TUNGFJ - POSSIBLY FROGMAN 

NAMED TUNG A PAROLED AT HANH LAM IN 1=160- 

3=1- LO VAN COM {LOF VAUN COUM> - CAPTURED CIRCA l=lb3 OR ITLM * 

ETHNIC T ' AI • PAROLED EARLY 1=162- 

40. LANG VAN DUC {LANGF VAUN DDUCS3- - CAPTURED CIRCA l=lb2., AT 

PHO LU IN 1=172-73- PAROLED FORM THANH LAM- 

41. PHAM C3UANG CANG - {PHAM J flUANG CANGJ> - CAPTURED CIRCA l=lb4 . 

PAROLEE STILL AT THAN LAM IN, AUG 62- 

COMMENTS: BACKGROUNDS PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE UERE IN RESPONSE 

TO QUESTIONS BASED ON PARTIAL ROSTER OF FORMER COMMANDOS PROVIDED 
TO DIA/VO-PU BY FORMER COMMANDO Af A M G- 
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INSTRU: LUS- NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON-. JR.-. SENIOR Vtl DESK ANALYST-. V0-PW2 

APPR : FRANK CAPILLUPO, COL-. USAF -. CH-. VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

E N C L ’• N/A 
DISSEH : NONE 


WARNING : N/A 
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and 


April 1975 - December 19*3 

p A “f*" A' 
debrief xn* cf Vietnamese refugees 


which obtained the information from the 


TEXT: Available in the OCR tTfoS^f rS^^S-3 

3 several Vietnamese refugees. Series of are as ***** 

A. As of early 1982. the C ho »an ,£T£))! IJdTW ThWlSc^ ****f? r "* 

(HOC), SF7, was operated by o^ t°CT T w ^ Party. Thare aw appfC Kto tciy 

Deputy, respectively. Both Except fcr five Dong gr 

40 doctors, 200 nurses, and SO a^nistrative ^ ttC3tivts drugs t*M the 

day for food, *11 treatment is free of charge. ikt ct t today , the hospital has severe 

SgS # «3East Oenuny, withoc^ional^ d»ten. «asles, 

fSSal restraints, *>ich I»it hSitLcnfof the better cnes; 

and intestinal e0R * >1,ir ^*' ilt^JTdiLs as^he result of faulty drugs frtr. Jkroary. 

*t rate 0. «. 91.00 equal, nine » 0 - 9 ., 

B. as of October 1983, the International SeW. ^SSco 

which services all foreign vessel. V “ v ^ p ^ 1 ^ s Aniy ofVwtw* «W*>» * nd * 

is Senior Colonel U led to the ^intrent of 

of the Comuinist Party. In 1983 , WLao®ar« ______ assistant nanager, itopectivel. . 

Mr. (LNU) (IGiau,,) and Mr. IUW) Tr *?^! i_ ««■ Russian fluently. The Searar s 

Tteywere trained in the Sonet W*cn. « ulTthTonly piece in ** in vt.icr, 

* Club offers restaurants, “ 3 f age ’ ^ however, no Vietnamese are permtted msidt. 
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C. As of toy 1983 . tr.e TV.u Due Agricultural College in HCMC totalled $30 
Vietnamese students. North Vietnamese, who were brought to the south to 
study, were educated at the Fourth University of Agriculture, also located at 
Thu Due. -* v let ard other Eastern Bloc advisors instruct at the University. 
Graduates complete their education with additional training In the Soviet 
Onion, Hungary, and East Germany, before teing given field assignments. 

0. A i of 1983, the Unlpac Cannery was located on Nguyen Coy Street, in the 
8th Oistrlct of HOC. The total work force comprises 210 esplcyees* vhose 
products Include canned fish, meat, and fruit. Supplies are usually 
sufficient to produce 7C.000 cans every 24 hours. All machinery is of 
British manufacture and pte-1975. Employment is difficult to obtain, and the 
political work records of prospectiv employees are checked carefully. 
Approximately 10 percent of the staff are Northern Vietnamese. There are no 
OCHEOCN advisors attached to the factory, but it is visited cogulary by Soviet 
and East German technicians. The bulk of the export is sent to the Soviet 
Union, East Cernany, and Yugoslavia. Visitors to the cannery from these 
countries are often accompanied by Madam Nguyen Thl ((Hoa)), a North Vietnamese 
and Deputy /Assistant to the Minister for Food. Tie Vietnamese Ccrtt*j rust Party 
(VNCP1 is represented In the cannery by a Factory Labor Union. This Union 
provides social and financial assistance, and membership Is advantageous in 
pranotlons and salary awards. The majority of the residents in the Cholon 
Olsctrlct of HOC are of Chinese ethnic origin and there is a great deal or 
discrimination against these Chinese. 

E. As Of 1983, the oittage weaving businesses in HCMC were forced into 
collectives. A business utilising seven machines, two of the coarse variety 
tor blankets Mid five close weave, oould produce 400 blankets snd 500 meters ot 
Silk cloth each month. However, each twaineas is only permitted one loom, 
so raw Mterials and extra looms must be purchased fra* middlemen at the rate 
of 1200 Dong per kilo of cotton, it Is estimated that cottage industries 
produce 90 to 95 percen; of all woven materials on non-official leers. 

P. Cn 30 April 1975, the destroyer Tran Khanh tXi No. HQ04 ot the South 
Vietnamese Navy was moored at the Bach Dang wharf In Saigon for an overhaul. 

At the same time, die frigate Tham Ngo Lao No. HQiS lex-lB Burrvrt Class - WHEC 
374) was also moored at the idiarf . Although in need of repairs, the HQ15 was 
more operational than NJ04. The officers md crew of both vessels were 
depleted, reny having f led Vietnam eu. .vet on another South Vietnamese Navy 
vessel of the ex- US’50l-U52* CLASS (1ST). Two days before the arrival of the 
people's Army of Vietnam IPAVN), the remaining officers and crew were ordered 
to disperse to their hemes. In June 1983, HQ04 was still moored at ti> vime 
naval station. It ves rot seen to put out bo sea between 1974 and 1983. 
However, the H015 had been extensively refitted ani regutary patrolled the 
waters between HOC, Ga ’tong, and Cam Ba/ih Bay. I- l 0, this vessel was ’ 
equipped with a Soviet missile system and test £: . ( 
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r a* of iqpl the *ha Be .‘‘fetal >brks located in the tcvn of tta Be, 

«. gjysif StSoS - 

i£T3 -Kg* 

Is svxM ty K9W» w> !'«»!>- * •22f!?‘?25X JSirfSior, 
jrv compel led to attend these ^^^. Tbere ^ 9 ^” cd n5 Dong and 

»t the factory tecause of lev JW » *““£ ^ fLTSctionS of the 

swa factory a contract for 7*62 nw cartridge case , 

this contract fee 5000 casings e ac h ®nth for 20°.000 X**). e .e 

contract is renewed every three nenths. In 1979, ana again in 
factory was visited by two Soviet offtcals. 

». * - »k s sss'ts. 

at the D3og Nal province in 19 ^' t sinoTthat tire, farrers have 

“;,”E2£ T'JSZ “,i2LSrt^»SSt % « ^—nt. 

ssxsssx jpS^sss s 

*« ** » AtOASUKto p^»- 

«. ■“<»-«“ 

S^clvMlns resisted in the failure^ glared 

Ngon K» My. is about 30 kilometers to This 

£ attribu^le^ n ^^f^ e that C Se*9ettlers t were 1 dbosen cn a voluntary basis, 
and had a knowledge of faming techniques. 

. . t ,w™tv, r ioai th* J250 logistics Battalion was based at the junction 
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K. As of 1983# the Project Planning Institute (PPI)# a subordinate department of 
the Phu Khanh Provincial Construction Office, was Located at 27 To Hien Thanh Street# 
in Mha Trang C : ty. The Institute has a staff of 46; thirty mentors belong tfD trade 
union organizations, and twelve of the younger staff belong to the CYL. There are 
five full UJCP menters including Oirector Nguyen ( (Trao) ) and Deputy Directors 
Nguyen <<Qvy)) and Huynh O^ang UHuy)). The purpose of the PPI is to carry out 
feaslbilitv studies of all plans proposed by the government of Phu Khanh. Sane ot 
the more recent studies tha PPI has undertaken Include weather forecasting 
facilities at ^a Trang, two child care centers with a capacity for 5000 dnlaren# 
and the Nha Trang poor house. Materials such as steel and cement are frequently 
imported- Cron the Soviet Union. 

L. As of 1983# the Agricultural MachineryPesearch and Development Centre (AMRDC) 
in HCMC was subordinate to the Department for Technical Equipment of the Ministry ot 
Agriculture. The objectives of the Center are to carry cut mechanical appraisal and 
field agricultural machinery and to research# design, and create machinery for r c© 
cultivation. The Center is directed by Tran Oiang UUn)>, a northern Vietnamese and 
nentoer of the VNCP. The sections and their functions are as foilcws: 

1. ) Finance Section - Management of income 

2. ) Tractor Crop - Management ot machinery 

3. ) Agricultural Machinery Section - Development of machinery 

4 . ) Mechanical Soil -Cultivation Section - Cultivation of new lands 

5. ) Repair /Maintenance Section - Study of machine parts wear 

6. ) pattern -Fabricating Factory - Production of patterns for research 

projects 

M. The HOC Government Agricultural Office is located at 176 Hai Ba Trung Street# 
First Precinct# HOC, and employs approximately 300 persons throughout the Planning# 
Finance# Administration, Construction, Land ^allocation. Technical Research, Am™! 
Husbandry, Rice Cultivation and Plant* Cultivation sections. The stated object iv 

ate to Uplwent the allocs Iran the Agricultural Ministry of the Central Government. 
In effect# however# research is largely overlooked in the interests of coercing or 
purauadlra farmers to increase production to meet high target levels# Reoent rice 
harvests have been good# yet due to high exports# there are stii* widespread 
shortages. 

N. Ola Trung i s Located 30 kilometers uU^ast of Kcntum City# Ths*® * 

series o f re-education carps i n the area which are K l * K6 »- 

there were 600 prisoners# ^st ot work at growing manioc and corn. The 
living conditions are eLnilar to these in other camps, witii prisoners te.i n 

for punishment. Political training was only given on days of political 4 

significance such as Ho Chi Ninh's birthday. 2 
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O. The Thanh Phong re-education carrp is located in the r$iu Xuan district 
of Thanh boa province and is conmanded by Lt. Col. Nguyen <(Thuy)) of the 
PSS* There are over 2,000 prisoners, all rale, held in the camp which is for 
fonner South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) officers/ particulary those with intelligence 
experience. Camp routine/ oonditicns and treatment ore generally the same for all 
prisoners. Prisoners are permitted visitors once a month, however, they are not 
allowed to received money, food, or clothing, i he Ha Tuyeo re-education camp h olds 
over 2/0C0 fonner AKW officers, and is administered by the People's Army of 
Vietnam (PAVN). The treatment of prisoners is similar to that of the 
Thanh Phong camp, but there are mote beatings and deaths during interrogations. 

The Vlrth Phu re-education carp i s located at the base of Gvua Chan mountain n *A(t/ 

in Dong Nai province. ^ ^ LL 

P. As of September 1082, the Trung Tam Ba Tci Ly Vtanen*s Prison w as 
located in the center of Ben Tra city. The prison was used only for women 
prisoners, vhich numbered about 730. These women were caught attempting 
to leave Vietnam, and were urpcisor.ed for up to four months. At any time 
there were up to 3,000 male tranaiteea In the prison. 





0# As of Septecmbe 1980, the Tien Clang Jail, formerly known as the 
My Tho Jail, was located in the twan of the same name. There are 
approximately 1,000 military personnel and earner, criminals Imprisoned 
there. The ]ail is run by the Civil Police, who supervise the prisoners 
in hard labor, to political instruction is given. 
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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

REF S: A. DIA MSG SMIMHOZ HAY 85, SUBJ: STATUS OF COMMANDOS 

UNDER DETENTION 

B. JCRC LNB MSG S503Q7Z JUL 85, SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-OMH 
1 _ FORUARDED IN REF A INFORtlATION REGARDING THE HEARSAY 

TRANSFER OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE CSVN> COMMANDOS FROM THE THANH 
PHONG PRISON TO A MINISTRY OF INTERIOR CMOII PRISON IN TAN KY 
DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT IF 

SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED WITH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, KNOWN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE OF 
REF A, FORMER SVN COMMANDO C5 K-l/THANH PHONG CAMP MEDIC, 


DIA/NniC/VO 


SEDGWICK TOURISON/ 50501/31 JUL B5 /BT 


COL OBERST i USAF 
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IDENTIFIED HIS SOURCE AS A FORTIER SVJI ARMY CAPTAIN, INITIALLY 
ASSIGNED UITH OTHER RVNAF PUS TO K-2/THANH PHONG. HE UAS ONE OF TUO 
SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO K-l TO BE THE MOTOR 
MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS FOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 
PRISON COMPLEX. UAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 

NAME OF THE OFFICER. ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 

UITH HIM UHILE BOTH UERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED UITH HIM 
AFTER bJAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1182. 

E . IN REF B JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SVN ARMY 

INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG. 11171- 
6Q} AND LATER TRANSFERRED TO K-l 0160-051. HE UAS UITH THE INMATES 
LATER MOVED IN OCT 82 FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, NGHE 

TINH PROVINCE, 

3. BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF B, IS INTERESTED IN 

DETERMINING IF ^ SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 

PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-l AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 
MECHANIC, HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 



THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, ANO CURRENT STATUS OF THANH PHONG. HE 
HAY ALSO HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE KOI 
SYSTEM HE COULD HAVE LEARNED FROM PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAFF 
AND VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTS. REGUEST WE BE KEPT ADVISED OF 

HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEMENT ADDRESS. 

poc IN DIA IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 
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COUNTRY* -VIETNAM 
SUBJECT 


vtVTMAM* DETENTION OF THOSE 

«6-eDUCATX0N CAMPS, JN NORTH r _*ND SOUTH _’ EARLY 1981) ^ 


SOURCE* 


Hfc-fcUUU* l * ur» v > n A T . 

. caught toting to flee AS REFUGEES (DOI. 

PROW THE DEBRIEFING OF* 

A a PARAGRAPHS 2-12'. A A 9— YEAR-OLD FORMER SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMY LIEUTENANT COLONEL ANQ PRQVINC 
CHIEF WHO V A S ARRESTED BY THE COMMUNISTS IN JUNE 

— 1975 ANO PROM JUNE. 1976 SPENT LONG PERIODS IN 
SON LA PROVINCE CAMPS (CAMP NO, ONE ANO YEN HAlt 

— V X N H PHU ( K 1 ) ANO THANH PHONG UNTIL HIS RELEASE 

IN 0ECEM8ER 19*0. HE ESCAPEO BY BOAT IN MID-APRIL _ 

J! 61 JaRAGRAPH 165 A 27— YEAR— OLO V I ETNAMESE **** ' 

VUNG TAU WHO SPENT 25 HCNTBS IN BAU LAM RE-EDUCA TION -- 

— CAMP. PROM DECEMBER 1977 UNTIL JANUARY i960. FOLLOWING 

in UNSUCCESSFUL BOAT OEPARTURE ATTEMPT OF WHICH 

_-HE WAS ONE OF THe ORGANIZERS. FOLLOWING HIS 
- RELEASE. HE BEGAN TO ORGANIZE A SECOND DEPARTURE 

ANO SUCCEEDED IN APRIL 19*1. AMO 

_C. PARAGRAPH 10; A 33— ’YE AR— OLD SO UTHERN V I ETNAMESE— AND 

FORMER EMPLOYEE OF THE HO CHI MINH CITY (BCNC) — 

MANAGEMENT SERVICE. WHO LEFT VIETNAM BY BOAT XH 
APRIL" 19*1. FROM RELATIVES OF A FRIEND WHO 
4 AS ARRESTED IN EARLY 19*0 TRYING TO LEAVE 

VIA KAMPUCHEA ANO WHO HAS SINCE BEEN INTERNEO AT^ - 

PHUQC LONG. 


=" SUMMARY* FROM 197* TO THE BNO OF 19*0*. THERE WERE SEVERAL _ _ 

EDUCATION CAMPS OPERATING IN NORTH ANO SOUTH VIETNAM. AS OF 
o^ tt ^MEPOUS FORMER " SOUTH \v IETNAMESE ARMED FORCES OFFICERS WERE 

- HELD IN* A COMPLEX OF CAMPS KNOWS AS *** eB “£*j| P “ ^f?PLB*S ARMY 1 O^VIBTHAM 
— near THE LAO 80R0ER. THI * ^AMP ~ ,Il!n 'RUH BY 'TUBin'C^ECUltlTY-OF- 

(PAVN)AN0 INCLUDED CAMPS O^-CT^rx. YEN-^ r N vXN „ PHU 

r.: sx £ ffigg :■ 
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CONDITIONS *ERE HARSHEST IN THE VINH RMU CAMPS IN NORTH * XE ™**** 

RESULTING IN MANY DEATHS* HEALTH AND SANITARY FACILITIES WERE 

PRIMITIVE (ANO LACK. OF ANTIBIOTICS SERIOUS* RELEASED PRISONERS MIMH 

CifY (HCHft) UNDEW PSO JURISDICTION WERE XSSUEO THREE-MONTH TEMPORARY --- 
RESIDENCE PERMITS AFTER WHICH THEY MERE REOUXREO TO LEAYE-THE “ 


HCMC 


AREA* ENO SUMMARY* 


. FOLLOWING ARE DETAILS OF A NUMBER OF RE-EDUCATION 
CAMPS, IN NORTH ANO SOUTH VIETNAM AT VARIOUS TIMES FR0WX976 _ T ° 

JKARLY 1981. 

"T .... - 

NORTH-VIETNAMl 


2. SON LA PROVINCE* NORTH VIETNAM t 1976-1977) t 
AS OF 1976-77. NUMEROUS FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES 
OFFICERS WERE HEJ_D IN A COMPLEX OF CAMPS IN SON LA PROVINCE. 

NEAR THE LAO* IqOROER* THE COMPLEX .KNOWN AS INTeR-CAMP IX 
ILIEN-TRAI II). UNLIKE SUBSEQUENT Re-EOUCATION CAMPS. CAME UNOER— 

THE CONTROL OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) AND NOT THE 

PUBLIC SECURITY. ."OFFICE (PSO) }AN0 INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING 

CAMPS > _ _ 

A , CAMP NO. ONE* PRIOR TO 1973. THIS CAMP V AS USED 

AS A PRISONER OF WAR CAMP FOR CAPTURED UN ITED STAT ES ANO THAI 

military' ’"PERSONNEL r~ AS OF JUNE 1976 TO OCTOBER "X977 . IT HOUSED 
SOME 270 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY. AIR FORCE. NAVY AND 
POLICE OFFICERS RANKING FROM MAJOR TO COLONEL* INCLUDED 

AMONG THESE -ERE SOME 120 OFFICERS WHO HAO BEEN CAPTURED IN 196». _ 

ISUCH - AS FORMER LIEUTENANT COLONEL (LTC) NGUYEN VAN K-H U 0 N G .7 
~CAPTUREO — BY THE COMMUNISTS IN OA- NANG OURING THE 196S TET 
OFFENSIVE. ANO A NUMBER OF PARATROOPS ANO MARINE OFFICERS 

CAPTUR§D_DU» JNG THE_ CROSS-BORDER OPERATION. IN LAOS (LAM_£QN 71 9 H 

"IN OCTOBER 1577# 80 OF THE PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO _. 

YETI HA CAMP, .MILE THE REMAlNOER WERE ALSO TRANSFERRED TO .OTHER 

CAMPS UNDER PSO* CONTROL* (AUSTRALIAN SERVICE COMMENT • DETAILS — 

OF CAMP NO* _TJ*Q ’•ERE NOT AVAILABLE;*) . T 

Q) CAMPS no, THREE AND FOUR * LOCATEO AT MUONG COX* _Z~ 

-21 KILOMETERS FROM CAMP NO. ONE. — 

C) CAMP NO* FIVE! LOCATED APPROXIMATELY FIVE KILOMETERS 
FROM CAMP NO, ONE. IT CONTAINED SOME 300 DETAINEES* FORMER 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE OFFICERS OF CAPTAIN RANK OR BELOW, 

0) CAMP NO. SXXt LOCATED APPROXIMATELY SEVEN 
KILOMETERS FROM CAMP NO* ONE. XT CONTAXNEO SOME* 300 DETAINEES. 

CONSTKTTVG- 0f SENIOR OFFICERS AND SICK PRISONERS, THE 

-HEADQUARTERS OF INTER-CAMP. II* UNOER THE COMMAND OF A PATH 

MAJOR, WAS LOCATED AT THIS CAMP, 


3 .- AS OF NOVEMBER 1978, IN ADDITION. AND APPARENTLY SEPARATE 


WT* 
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.FROM INTER-CAMP II. ANOTHER CAMP WAS IN EXISTENCE NEAB -- ; 

^VeN HA DISTRICT TOON * IN SON LA PROVINCE. SOME NINE KILOMETERS 
13 NORTHWEST OF CAMP NO. ONE. THIS CAMP. KNOWN AS YEN-HA CAMP. 

- W AS ADMINISTERED BY THE FSO /UNDER A LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
— ANO CONTAINED SOME 900 PRISONERS. INCLUDING THE' 00 **HO MAO BEEN 
TRANSFERRED FROM CAMP NO. ONE. OP THE PRISONERS. 365 «ERE FORMER 
' SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMeO FORCES AND POLICE OPPICERS AND THE REMAINDER 

WKRE. MOUTH VIETNAMESE I (CIVILIAN CRIMINAL OFFENDERS. . 

(SOURCE COMMENT! IT IS NOT KNOW IF THE SON LA CAMPS ARE STILL_ 

USED AS RE-CDUCATION CAMPS. IT IS POSSIBLE THEY HAVE BEEN 
ABANDONED OR RESTORED AS ARMY BASES. HOWEVER. THE YeN HA CAMP 

JtltL BE OPERATING AS IT WAS A LARGE ESTABLISHMENT.) 


- A. VINHPHU PROVINCE. NORTH VIETNAM* IN NOVEMBER S970. - 

THE 365 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAM2SL OFFICER PRISONERS IN YON HA CAMP WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO a CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE HUMOURED *3. LOCATED 
TaELVC KILOMETERS PRO** <1. THIS CAMP WAS* ONE OF AT LEAST FIVE 
IN THE PROVINCE. K1 ITSELF CONTAINED APPROXIMATELY l *000 — 
PRISONERS. THEY CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY AO COLONELS WHO HERE 
TRANSFERED TO K5 CAMP IN JANUARY 19791 400 MAJORS ANO LIEUTENANT 
COLONELS ANO 350 JUNIOR OFFICERS FROM LIEUTENANT TO CAPTAIN 
ANO NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS FROM INTELLIGENCE ANO SPECIAL 
POLICE BRANCHES, ACCORDING TO A NUMBER OF RECENTLY RELEASED 
FORMER OETAINCES IN HCMC > RELEASES TOOK PLACE FROM 
CAMPS IN NORTH VIETNAM IN JANUARY 1981. IN PARTICULAR FROM THE - 
VINH PHU CAMPS, IT MAS ESTIMATED THAT RELEASES AVERAGED 40-50 
PER CAMP, UP TO THE END OF APRIL 1981. NO RELEASES HAO BEEN HEARD 
OF SINCE VIETNAMESE NE # YEAR IN EARLY FEBRUARY 1981,. " 

___( SOURCE COMMENT! IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE FIVE CAMPS IN' VINH - PHU 

(Kl-fK3> HELD A -TOTAL OF 3.000 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS., 

— “AND -OFFICIALS AT THAT TIME. NOT INCLUDING ANY CIVILIAN CRIMINAL 

. OFFENOERS WHO MAY HAVE BEEN HELD THERE AS WELL. DETAILS OF FURTMEB 

TRANSFERS OUT OF VINH PHU AFTER OECEMBER 1979 ARE NOT KNOWN. 

-■ HOWEVER. FROM ReCENT DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER FORMER INMATES OF 
— VINH PHU. WHO »e«E NOT SENT TO THANH HOA BUT WHO REMAINED 
-‘IN'VINH PHU UNTIL THEIR RELEASE IN 1980. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT .. 

A TOTAL OF 1.000 PRISONERS REMAINED IN THE VINH PHU CAMPS AS 
' OF APRIL 1981.) ; 


5. THANH HOA PROVINCE. NORTH VIETNAM (DECEMBER 1979 
- OECEMBER 1980 ) I IN OECEMBeR 1979. 600 PRISONERS WERE 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE FIVE VINH PHU CAMPS TO THANH PHONG CAMP IN 
THANH. KDA PROVINCE, THIS CAMP. LOCATED SOME 20 KILOMETERS FROM 
THE LAOl " ] BORDER AND 80 KILOMETERS FROM THANH HQ A TOWN. 

«*AS ESTABLISHED IN EARLY 1979 ANO i WAS CNK CE AT LEAST THREE IN THE — 
PROVINCE, THE OTHER TWO CAMPS IN THE PROVINCE 

.ERE THANH LAM, A NEWLY ESTABLISHED CAMP ANO LOCATED APPROXIMATELY— 
- 17 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THANH PHONG. ANO THANH CAM, AN OL D 


FORM 

t-7f 


1A-3 


• «« riivim 

IAITI.M 


COWXUAROM 


.,o ■(SL-i.rra KOCM«B»- 


PAGE 4 OF 8 PAGES 


7; uo APPROXIMATELY 60 KILOMETER# PROM THANH MOA TO«M. 

eST^ATM at MISONERS »ERE RELEASED FROM THARH CAR CAW 
AN tSTIB»HC TMQFff CAMPS CONTAINED FROM 700 TO .900 

SsS:** 

WAS also-a former minister* aE WAS HEU> _~ . 

,N T ^nHERS C « 0 ;iCEWW ARWO FORCE* 

-!“o police officer * and a nu mbe* of civihaw* prom, the »outh 
consisting of former ranking south v i etna*assc_ officials* 
Parliamentarians ano members of the judiciary- judges a«o .. 

- IN EARLY 1980, SOME iSO PRISONERS. MOSTLY JUNIOR 

4wflCE ISS IRTELLIOENCE o’^XCER*. CAPTAXH ANO BELOW * .*»<= TRANSFERRED 

FROM THANN PMONC TO THANH LAN CAHB. ‘“eNlI ' ~ - 

-RELEASED FROM THANH PHONG CAMP IN 1980i < SOURCE ™ CAMP " 

tL 1R60 IN THANH PHOKGJcAMP. PRISONERS WERE TOLD BY THE CAMP — — 

_ leader 0 THAT^THE^ GOVERNMENT 'S ROLXCT -AS TO RELEASE ALL PRISONERS 

MINE 1901* EXCEPT FOR THOSE WHO HAO NOT SATISFACTORILY _ 

- re-educated THENSELVes; TO DATE, however, only A rev PRISONERS _ 

-^MAVE SEEN RELEASED, ano it seems unlikely, that wholesale^ . 

RELeASEl is ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE.) “ — 

~~ &m thanh PHONG CAMP «AS ORGANIZED INTO FOUR ZONES* 

- A) ZONE A* COLONELS* ARMY CHAPLAINS (CATHOLIC, — 

BUOOHIST, PROTESTANT), POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES AND INTELLIGENCE 

-and political warfare specialists, .. 0NEL - 

0) ZONE B* OFFICERS UP TO : LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 

-Former district and province chiefs* former judoes and 

PROSECUTORS , * POLICE OFFICERS. PLUS FORMER OFFICERS OR 

CIVILIANS OF CHINESE OR MIXED VIETNAMESE/KHMER ORIGIN OR *1™ ~ 

map T GN WIVES (ENGLISH, FRENCH, AMERICAN, CHINESE, KHMER *• 

FOREIGN .IVES ^NGLISH^ „ GENERAL SECRETARY 

OB GENERAL DIRECTOR LEVEL DOWN, FORMER HEADS OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFPICES AT THE PROVINCE LEVEL A 1 ® MUNICIPAL COUNCILORS, 

D) ZONE D* TEMPORARY fHOLDING AREA FOR OETAlNEES 
^A.AITNG TRANSFER TO THANH LAM CAMP OR SERIOUSLY SICK PEOPLE 

performing light DUTIES. - 

7* OTHER OETAlNEES IN THANH PHONG CAMP AS OF 1979-1960 

- INCLUOEDI^^^ ouonG Hieu N G H’X A, A ^ORMER VINM LON« 

PROVINCE CHIEF, _ _ 

a ) COLONEL TRAN VAN THAN, FORMER HEAD OF . 

MILITARY h 0 A* A FORMER CHIEF, OF CABINET. 

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT* 

1 
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D) CHU VAN SANG* FORMER NCAO OF 2ND OFFICE* 

MILITARY SECURITY POLICE > 

tt> NGUYEN VAN S A O* PORKEBFHSAO OP ATM OFFICE* 

MILITARY SECURITY* CAN TMO _ _____ 

Fl TO VAN T A U* eX^R ACM 6IA PROVINCE CHIEF 
G) NGUYEN VAN T A I* A POORER PROVINCE CHIEF. 

THESE OFFICERS «ERE BELIEVED' TO BE STILL IN DETENTION IN THANH 
PHONG AS OF APRIL .1981* TOGETHER WITH ALL THE FORMER LIEUTENANT 
COLONELS *°0M THE POLITICAL WARFARE ANO INTELLIGENCE (J2J 
QRANCHCS* UNIT 101* ANO INTELLIGQNCE HEADQUARTERS. 

IN ADDITION* SOME FORTY CHAPLAINS WERE STILL BELIEVED TO 

BE IN THANH PHONG CAMP AS OF APRIL I9B1* QRGANIZEO INTO A COMPANY 

UNOER COLONEL DUONG HJEU N G H I A* THEY INCLUDED* 

___ A) LTC NGUYEN THANH LONG* BUODHIST - . - 

8) CAPTAIN TRAN VAN N G H I*A FORMER CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN— 

IN THE SPECIAL FORCES 

C) LTC NGUYEN VAN T H U A N* A FORMER CATHOLIC 

chaplain-general. 

a. THERE WAS a SEPARATE SMALL CAMP APPROXIMATELY THREE 
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THANH PHONG* HOLDING SOME 100 PRISONERS* 

WHO WERE FORMER SOUTHERN /SPECIAL FORCES TROOPS WHO PARACHUTED 

INTO NORTH VIETNAM IN THE EARLY 19&0'S ANO WERE CAPTURED AT THAT TX^E 


9. CONDITIONS IN THE CAMPS WERE HARSH* WITH HARO 
LABOR SUCH AS BUILDING ROADS ANO CLEARING FORESTS* WITH MINIMAL 
RATIONS* REDUCED EVEN FURTHER FOR PRISONERS WHO 010 NOT KEEP 
UP WITH NORMAL WORKLOADS OR PROVED RECALCITRANT. PRISONERS IN 
VINH PMU RECEIVED ONE LITER OF WATER DAILY FOR ALL. NEEDS. 

PUNISHMENT FOR RECALCITRANTS INCLUDED SOLITARY CONFINEMENT* LEG-IRONS 
BEATINGS 'ANO LOSS OF PRI VILEGE3> WHICH INCLUOED PERMISSION TO ~ 

• RITE OR RECEIVE VISITS FROM THEIR: FAMILIES; FOR SIX MONTHS# 

HEALTH ANO SANITARY FACILITIES WERE PR IM I T I VE; w ITH THE LACK OF 
-ANTIBIOTICS PARTICULARLY SERIOUS. ANY ANTIBIOTICS SENT TO — 

PRISONERS BY THKIB. \ FAMILIES WERE CONFISCATED BY THE PSD. DEAD 
PRISONERS WERE BURIEO IN ROUGH BOXES OR SEWN UP IN CRUDE WOVEN 

MATTING* AND THEIR CLOTHING ANO PERSONAL EFFECTS CONFISCATED 

BY THE P SIT and NOT RETURNED TO THBTR FAMILIES; WHO WERE OFTEN .. 

ADVISED OF THE QBATH ONLY AFTER LONG DELAYS. IN ONE CASE* THE- — 
WIFE OF A PRISONER WHO DIED IN JULY 1979 WAS NOT INFORMED 
UNTIL APRIL 1900. — "... ! 


“ SO# MANY DEATHS OCCURRED XN THESE camps BUT _CONOITtaNS WERE.- 
HARSHEST IN THE VINH PH U CAMP5# IN CAMP KI* OVER- SOME- _TH I RTEEN 
MONTHS FROM NOVEMBER 1978 TO DECEMBER 1979* 120 PRISONERS DIED* 
MANY OF THEM FROM INTESTINAL AILMENTS. AMONG THE DEAD WERE I 
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" • A) LTC HO QUANG 

PRECINCT • SAIGON 
r— B) LTC NGUYEN VAN 
C> LTC OANG BXNH 


V O N G. FORMER CHIEF OF THE SftO 


NAM# FORMERLY OF THE TRANSPORT COMMAND 
M I N H* PRESIDENT KGUYEN VAN T H I E U»S _ 
-FORMER PERSONAL HELICOPTER PILOT 

Ol_^.-LTC-<FNU ) L A C# FORMERLY FROM THE OPERATIONS 

BRANCH# JOINT GENERAL 5TAFF (J3JGS) 

E) LTC -NGUYEN QUANG HUNG# POLITICAL WARFARE# JGS 

F > LTC TRUONG NGOC HOANG# J2JG5. 


SOUTH VIETNAM! 



H. FOLLOWING ARE OETAILS OF POUR CAMPS OPERATING — =r^ 

ITT SOUTH VIETNAM t 

A) GIA RAIS A CAMP SITUATED NEAR G I A RA I VILLAGE# 

C- 1 A RA I OISTRIClj OONG N A I PROVINCE# EAST OF AN LOC AND CLOSE' ~ 

“TO HIGHWAY I PROM HCM CITY TO PHAN THIET# IN JANUARY 1901.- SOME 
200 PRISONERS WERE. TRANSFERRED FROM THANH PHONG TO GIA RAI CAMP 
IN THE SOUTH# OSTENSIBLY AS A PRELIMINARY STEP TO RELEASING THEM. 
"HOWEVER# UP TO APRIL 1 98 1 • NONE OP THEM APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN 
RELEASED. {SOURCE COMMENTS THE TRANSFER TO GIA RAI WAS 
PRESENTED AS A PRELIMINARY STEP TO RELEASE# BUT IN FACT MAS AT LEAST 
LARGELY DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY OP FEEDING PRISONERS IN THE NORTH. 

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE DETAINEES WILL QE RELEASED SOON.) 

B) BAU LAMS A CAMP j APPROX I MAT ELY ONE HECTARE IN AREA, 

SITUATED SOME 60 KILOMETERS EAST OF BA I R* A IN D0 ^. NAI 
PROVINCE# IN A FORESTED AREA. 

8AU LAV CAMP WOULO APPEAR TO BE LOCATED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA OF XUYEN MOC CAMP.) AS OF 1978 AND 1979* THIS CAMP 
_CONTAINED_ APPROXIMATELY 1*300 DETAINEES OIVIDEO INTOJPEOPLE CAUGHT 
TRYING TO LEAVE ILLEGALLY# M03TLY BOAT DEPARTURE ORGANIZERS# 
APPROXIMATELY 1001 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE (PRE-1975) POLICE 
PERSONNEL AND OFFICIALS# APPROXIMATELY 0001 ANO 
SOME 100 CIVILIAN OFFENDERS. THE PRISONERS VERB ALL MIXED 
TOGETHER# REGARDLESS OF CATEGORY# BUT DIVIOCO ADMINISTRATIVELY 
INTO NUMEROUS UNITS AND SUB-UNITS (COMPANIES .PLATOONS# ETC#). 

HEY WERE EMPLOYED IN CLEARING FORESTS ANO ’ IN f ADDY CULTIVATION 

IN THE FIELDS# WORKING SEVEN 0AY5 A WEEK WITH AVER AGE WORKING 
_HOURS FROM 0300 HOURS TO 1300 HOURS ANO AT TIMES UNTIL 1»00 HOURS* 
THE CAMP HAD AN INFIRMARY# BUT LACK OF PHARMACEUTICALS 
□FORCED THE PRISONERS TO RELY ON TRADITIONAL HERBAL MEDICINES 


MADE by SOME Of THE OLDER PRISONERS WHO KNEW SOMETHING OF THESE 5 

“METHODS. FAMILY VISITS WERE RESTRICTED TO FIFTEEN MINUTES EVERY „ 4 
_TjlO- MONTHS# ANO ONLY ALLOWED ON PRESENTATION OF A WRITTEN PERMIT- 3 
FROM THE —VISITOR'S LOCAL AUTHORITIES. THE CAMP WAS GUARDED OY 3 

A COMPANY OF OVER 100 FSO, TROOPS# UNDER THE COMMAND OF — * 

- » 
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CAPTAIN BUI TAN C 0 N G, A SOUTHERNER PROM BEN TRE* 

APPROXIMATELY 50 TEARS OLD. THERE MERE SEVERAL ESCAPE ATTEMPTS 

OUR INS THE ‘PERIOD FROM LATE 1977 TO JANUARY 1980* 

'* l TH EIGHT PRISONERS SHOT IN THESE ATTEMPTS. (SOURCE COMMENT* 

8AU LAM CAMP IS STILL OPERATING* ALTHOUGH DETAILS OF CURRENT 
NUMBERS ARE NOT KNOWN . ) 

C) (SOURCE COMMENT* XUYEN HOC IS ANOTHER CAMP IN THE 
SOUTH IN OONG NAX PROVINCE* TO WHICH PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED 
FROM THE NORTH IN LATE 1980 TO EARLY 1981. IN JANUARY 1981* 

PRISONERS IN XUYEN MOC RIOTED* SEVERELY WOUNDING THE CANP - 

COMMANDANT ANO A PS0y M AJOR* A LIETUENANT COLONEL ( N0T FURTHER 
IDENTIFIED) WAS SHOT ANO SEVERELY WOUNOEO. FOLLOWING THE EVENT* 
FIFTEEN PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED AT NIGHT FROM THE CAMP TO 
AN UNKNOWN DESTINATION. ) 

0) PHUOC L0N6* C IN i960 TO EARLY 1931* VIETNAMESE 
CAUGHT - TRYING TO ESCAPE OVERLANO THROUGH KAMPUCHEA WERE HELD 
IN A CAMP IN THR PART. OP, SONG B*. PROVINCE COMPRISING FORMER PHUOC LONG 
PROV INCE_J4EAR THE KAMPUCHEAN BORDER . IN AT ' L E AS T ONE CASE THE FAMILY 
OF “ONE OF THE OETAtNEES WAS NOT ADVISED OF THE DETAINEE'S - 
ARREST AND- INCARCERATION ANO ONLY LEARNED OF HIS" PRESENCE THERE 
"THROUGH A PRISONER WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED. 

12. RECENTLY RELEASED PRISONERS FROM HCMC CAME UNDER THE 
JURISDICTION OF A STATE ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE "OFFICE FOR 
ADMINISTRATION OF RECENT RETURNEES FROM RE-EDUCATION** 

(CO QUAN QUAN TR I NHUNG NGUOI HOC TAP MOI VO* WHICH COMES UNDER 
THE HCMC PSO ANO IS LOCATED AT 342 OIEN PWU STREET (FORMERLY 

PHAN THANH GIAN). SIMILAR OFFICES EXIST ATi THE PROVINCE LEVEL* 

WHEN FIRST RELEA3S0 • EX— DETAINEES HAVE TO OBTAIN A TEMPORARY 
RESIDENCE PQRMIT PROM THIS OFFICE. THE PORHITS ARE. INITIALLY VALID- 
FOR THREE MONTHS ONLY • AFTER WHICH IN PRINCIPLE THE. FORMER 
DETAINSCS ARE REOUIRCO TO LEAV E THE HC H CITY AREA. IN PRACTICE, 
HOWEVER* IT IS POSSIBLE /TO OBTAIN AN EXTENSION ON HEALTH 
6RUUN0S. IN SOMECASES* COMPLIANT DOCTORS WILL* FOR A FES* 

PROVIDE HEALTHY EX-OETAINEES WITH APPROPRIATE CERTIFICATES. 

OURING THE THREE MONTHS' RESIDENCE PERIOD* THE EX-DETAINEES 
ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT WEEKLY TO THEIR LOCAL SUB-OlSTRICT PS0 
OFFICE TO HAVE THEIR OOCUMENTS CHECKED ANO TO REPORT ON 
THEIR ACTIVITIES ANO CONTACTS. IN AT LEAST ONE CASE, HOWEVER* 

A former DETAINEE »HQ PRESENTED HIMSELF TQ THE RETURNEES OFFICE 
HAO STILL NOT RECEIVED A TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PERMIT NEARLY FOUR 
MONTHS APTCR HIS RELEASE. I NSTEAO • HE HAO A RECEIPT FROM 
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TMC OFFICE ACKNOWLEDGING HIS APPLICATION* 
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i.MFOfUAATlON REPORT , NOT fINAUY 


^Cj- 


report no. 

DATE DtSTR. i ? kjGOST 1982 


COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 


SOWCS 


Vietnam j 

Aa-rirnltural Development Projects 

S “ LSssi 1 ^ ip" 

January 1931) j 

• r • r _ -r-rnopp who f>~Js an inmatq of the 

?K™h th P ^ d n C g b S e a^ n !a° n f ^du^?ion ^bjr 

a*sstf& «ft - i97s - r fled 

Vietnam in April 1982. 


SUMMARY i- As of la ^r^bli^of * 

c'«ring l 1?00rLi?ares o£ , 1 ^^“xuan"!! s?r icf agricuUu^af ly . The 
vietn<uo 8 (SRV) plan J° ^J^^aed free labor fo? planting! crops and 
camp’s population of 3,600 p f , reeducation procesls. Similarly » 

trees and building houses as part of the [= c “^ ducati 5 n Camp in Lao 
betueon 1977 and 1979 inmates. °U hectares of the Hong ThaKg State 
Cai Province worked to develop 200 h on the physical layout and types 

^riSii^SrU Xs a?; provided. End sugary. : 


r£ U.« .w>IW L»M REEDUCATI ON CAMP 


1 . AS of late 1980 the 

was tasked With clearing ,000 ucting housing £ °r future workers 

?' a Shi n Xu.n DUtrict, Thanh Hoa Province. This responsibility 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 


rc^* . u*« »*^«viow» 
|o ? t 1 CWtlOMl 
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economic zone. Pu ^ 1 i C 1 • officer o£ the camp, informed inmates 
Deputy Director and Political Officer or tne foriker Army 

trill and others £• ^ 

expected to contribute their efforts toward Jh^econ^ ^Pl uould 

b^part^of'the^SPV ^humanitarian polic 

src^ h ;iii?niiTr«uih s ? Bi .ttri 

(Source comment: Colonel Oanh also no k ii ome ters sout}i of Thanh Lam 

called Hal Chanh State Fare, wa *^“ e J e JJ r ^dly cleared lhnd to convert 
^US 5 ^h^r?ea y ^S^:?fer;i^«io^ y This areal is inhabited 
by Tai . ethnic minorities . ) • 

? • arvn Maior General Mguyen Huu ((Co)) was placed in charge 

of overall formulation of plans ^ r a ^^; C ^neral * ’ Co^erf jSVfiald 
housing construction. Assigned to assise wnct ^ A ^ n 

° UU5 * „ tv,,- nrincinal tasks were to • cut down 

llltl ? b2l S ld bal :wo?ic“' "living quarters , make bricks and tiles and 

grow rice, potatoes and tapioca. ; 

, TV>a» Thanh Phone-Thanh Lam Reeducation Camp, also! known ns 
3. The lhann ^ non 8 /“ n located in Thanh Phong and 

Central Reeducation Number » t Th anh Hoa Province, j SRV. The 

Thanh Lam Y 1 * 1326 *; ^o/about 20 square kilometers (km) , including 

camp occupied an area of^abou h<j q consisted of , five! compound* 

. ^ 4 Thonh 


farmland developed by in«ates. i™ ^.r . T i,anh 

known as « through K5. Compounds^and ^were^ vin d g F_ ln 

Phong Village, while Y 2 » K , ti ori was about 3 , 600 ihma.tejs: 2,000 

iS™ ary ni 9 S«cIa? ?IIces JSKiSSSM 1.300 criminal' orders. They 
Sele'helS iS SS five compounds in the following manner: I 


v j: - 1 v i 

rsonnel and 100.-fcrjiminals 
500 ARVN and 200 criminals 
800 criminals 


.nu uu:a^ w 

s.bout 200 criminal offenders. 

E. K5: S00 ARVN officers and about 200 criminals. 


A. ‘ 

Kl: 

210 

B. 

K2 : 

500 

C. 

K3: 

800 

D. 

K4: 

100 
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4 . AS Of late cfr>nel Nguyen 

Reeducation Camp director , also in charge Of reeducation 

Van ((Thuy)). Lieutenant a „ ement policies. Other jieputy directors 

sessions and cadre and ™ '' “ ! „ P e 'education, rehr services 

were heads of planning , E : *| s of each of the fife cocpounds. 

and security guard committees and chief 5 * 0 t^^nei ond secur ^ ty guards. 

!^«sTe« organized i“o 50 - Jn work teens and each work team had 

five work cells^* j 

pmi uj reeducation camp - \ j 

, Between 1977 and February 1979 . about 200 hectares of Phu Lu 
District. Lao Cai Province, SP.V had been ’ 

inmates of Phu Lu Reeducation Camp. This "^p^hrSacurUy Major 

an early 1977 directive by the^amp director^P^^ v<jr# to 

Nguyen Dinh ((Chieu))^. thi at a: R ™ nt of the adj scent 'Hong Jiang 

Imi ?a» *oi- «“ S 19 ». the cS«p population was inqreased 

by 1 , S 00 ARVN officers. j 

6 . SRV leaders had decided to convert 4,000 hectares ofPhu Lu- 

District wild land and pineapple had ^ e eiV_pl anted 

plantations.. As of early hid been planted on erfothar 100 


. ! :? 

n . «■ 

\ ; r 

■ I ■ 

:\i ;| 

• fa' -’<* * ' 

?♦ I 


u 

J 

l 


r j.uiio ~ ^ ~ j (Mnytsn i 

and B used as raw material for paper mills ^and watch- | 
making factories. j 

February J ' th^ough^ ^ ^^^^^00^120 V^agonl^ 

JeraonnTanf ^through KS each had about 60-70 man.gct.eit personnel. 
The layout was as follows: ! 

A K1 the central compound, housed the prisonjmain 
administrative personnel JrSundtng5 r iS??ounded by six' 

mete/high ?oncre« vails topped with high voltage electrjc fences. 

B K2 was located about five km southwest of Kl. It hold 
female inmai^and was surrounded by bamboo walls and barfed wir* 
fences, as were K3, K4 and K5. 


officer* 

aJ 

2 

1 


C. K3 was about three km north of Kl- and houseji S00 AKVK 
and 200 criminals. •; 
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•; D ; _ K 4 was located two km east of Kl. It housed 2S0 Special 

Forces personnel and 500 criminals. ! 

p rs was located southeast of Kl and it hcldj about 200 

. K5 s f „- a t w north, including members of tha Vietnamese 
political P r *; so " er * f Ouoc Dan Dang/VFQDD) , Dai Vie(t Party Mid 

Nationalist Par y ( e r phat Diem Nche An and Njinh Binh. 

Catholic clergy and laymen ft, Ph« D J ad ; ’ b «n imprisoned since 1945; 

however^^th^raaj^orit^wer^cap tured 6 following the’cem^ist takeover 

of Hanoi in 1954 . ^ 

n one inmate was General Ly Ca ((Sn)), a leader o5 tho : N«ng.ctbu£c- 
8 . One innate' ^ . vi ' h the Frcnc h during tlhe French- 

minority who nad collab surrender to Hanoi authorities aftor 

Indochina War and who re u ^ was capture d in 1961 iduring the W 

the French withdrawal in 1 * „ ftieu 2^) t o suppress Nung, Moo. 

operations against. . petty ^ Genera^Sa escaped frejm prison in 

(Rrcr.g) 4 'izo (Msn). nnd other irdnorit-es. 

1978. i 
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SECTION 01 Of 01 LIAISON BANGKOK TO 44119 


CITE: 


1443 JULY 85 



SU8J: JCRC ttPORT 15-049. COMMANDOS. CHINESE KID IN 
PRISON IN NVN 

REF: A. OCRC MSG RFT 45-048 (BY SAW SOURCE) 

B. OIA NSC. 0T6 041S17I JUN 85 

1 SOURCE. MM£: tsC— OF06: 5b 43, 

IHANH HOA IF): FORMER ARVN 

CAPTAIN: MR 3 16. SERVICE NU8ER PRESENT LOCA- 

TIQM' *r> ^ 

ID DATA: 001: 19S0: IHTCRYIWQ) OM 20 JUME 

1985 BY THOMAS R. NCUY. QC. USA: OTHER: SOURCE’S FINAL 

!m» «s » *«.» 

DAUGHTERS. 

2 SWMART. SOURCE PROVIDES INFORMATION OF A 
HONG KO® CITIIEN REPORTEDLT WO NAS IN THE EMPLOY Of THE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND IS HELD PRISONER INTHANH 
PHONG RE-EDUCATION CAMP. SOUKE 

TION Of COWANOOS HE MET WHILE IN CAPTIVITY. ENO SlIMARY. 

3 TO FOUJONING INFORMATION NAS RELATED TO IN- 
TERVIEWER BY SOURCE AS FACT. SWETIME TO 198°, WILE 
SOURCE NAS HELD CAPTIVE IN TO THAW PHONG RE -EDUCATION 
CAMP. HE FIRST NET A HONG IONG CITIZEN NAMED TRIEU CHI 
1IEN. HEN NAS APPROXIMATELY 60 YOA AND SPOIE ONLY A 
LITTLE VIETNAMESE. SOURCE IS ETHNIC CHINESE SOTHEY BE- 
FRIENDED EACH OTHER. SPEAXING IN THEIR COWON TONGUE 
CANTONESE. HEN TOLD SOURCE HE NAS A SCHOONER CAPTAIN 
AND HAD NORXED FOR TO ISLAND NAVIGATION COMPANY AND THE 
MINNANY SHIPPING COMPANY AND HAS A ERIE®. HNH CHUAN DAO 
WO NORXED FOR TO U.S. NEWS A® »RLD REPMT W HONG 
LONG. HIS AOORESS IN HONG XONG NAS 101 HONG BOfiJP- 
LOON TAN GI01 (NEN NORLD). NGUYEN AP. PI® SAN THOM 
WSAN CHUON. HIS NIFE’S NAME IS CU PI® YI®. AKA SAM 
TICH AM HAS A DAUGHTER NAMED CHIEU XHAO TAY. XIEN PRO* 
V MO SOURCE NITH A SECO® ADDRESS: 

DELUXE MANSION, BTH FLOOR. A FLAT, tWLOON. HO® XO®. 
TELEPHONE 635085. 

4 XIEN TOLD SOURCE HE NAS BE I® HELD AS AN IN- 

TERNATIONAL SPY A® PREVIOUSLY NORXED FOR THE US CIA. 
HAVI® BEEN ISSUED THE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 14140 BY 
THE CIA. HE TOLD SOURCE THAT HIS COWERCIAL VESSEL HAS 
U®ER REPAIR IN JAPAN FOR AN ESTIMATED THREE MONTHS. SO 
OUR I® TO LAY-OVER. HE ASXED PERMISSION A® NAS GRANTED 
PERMISSION (FROM WICH CWPANY. UNX) TO TRAVEL TO VIET- 
i|u h£ PROCEEDED ON TO VIETNAM NITH TWEE OTHER 
ACQUAINTANCES (NOT CREN MEM8ERS) AM EttED UP 
WERE HE ENGAGED HIMSELF AS A TAILOR MAXI® CLOTHES fOR 
AMERICAN TROOPS MHO MOULD BUY THEM TOSENO HOME. Jff. 
NORXED AS SUCH FOR ONE MONTH BEFORE TET 1968. OWING 


THE TET 68 ATTACKS, HE NAS LIVING AT TOE HUONG GIA® 
HOTtHN HUE NHICH NAS INITIALLY ATTACKED BY ARTILLERY. 
HEESCAPEOINJURY A® EVADED TO TOE MILITARY POST AT PHU 
BAI NWRE HE NAITEO OUT TOE ATTACKS. AFTER THE MAIN AT- ' 
TACKSHE RETURNED TO ME. BUT NAS INTERCEPTED AND CAP- 
TWOENROUTl RETURNI® TO THE HOTEL. ONE OFTOE FOUR 
PEOPLE NHICH COMPRISED HEN'S GROW ^ 

FRIEND ELSEWHERE AM NAS NOT PRESENT, SO ONLY 
XIENANO TOO ACQUAINTANCES. LY MAU AN A® TOO® NIW 
pSt JSsOCHIHESE WORKING AS TAILORS) WERE CAPTURE. 

THE THREE HERE CAPTURED 

THREE DAYS MARCH. THEY ARRIVED AT JFRISCNERWMP WIOI 
HAS RUN BV PAVN. LATER THEY HERE TAKEN TO IWN IN * TRUCK 
CONVOY ON THE HO CHI NIW TRAIL A® VERE ATTWUDBY 
SKYRAIDERS KIEN NAS NOIDOED IN HIS UPPER AW. THE 
NOU® DIO NOT PROPERLY HEAL A® KIEN NEVER RESAWED 
NORMAL RANGE OF MOTION Of HIS AW. KIEN NAS TRANSFERRED 
TO CENTRAL PRISON HMER 3 TO NGHE TINH ONE DAY PRIOR TO 
SOURCE’S ARRIVAL AT TOE PRISON IN OCTOBER 1982. 

5 IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF B. SOURCE PROVIDED 

TO FOLLOHI® NAMES OF COWANOOS. ALL Of NHGM HE MET AT 
K-l, THAW PHOW. 

A NGU YEN VAN LUYEN, CAPTAIN, TO LDR, DATE OF CAPTURE 
(Da) 1960. AS OF 19 MAY 84. STIU AT CENTRAL PRISON 
NUMBER 3 (CP-3). 


B TRAN OR NGUYEN VAN DINH, 
LEASED IN 1982. BT 


SGT, TO LDR, Da 1964. RE- 
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routine 1TW 

I 2503071 JUL 05 

PM JCRC LIAISON BANGHX TO 

TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
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rrw RUKTMA4U9 2060315 


SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGUI TO 44U9 


CITE: 3443 JULY 05 

SUM: JCRC REPORT 05-049. COWANOOS. CHINESE OLD IN 

(INCLUDING A G000 NUMBER Of TAWANES^ MN OMRSVERE 
MOVED FROM THANH PHONG TO CP-3. SOURCE HEARD AN 1*'^ 
RUCR THAT TOE VANG PAO LAO CO4OND0S TOW Al^BE MCVE 0 
TO CP-3 AMO THAT SRV OFFERED THEM TO TW LAO GOVT. BUT 
LAOS HAD VET TO ACCEPT THEIR RELEASE ANO RETURN 
0. SOURCE. NHEN ASKED BY INTtRVIEWR. KCOGNnED 

BY NAME THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND PRWIDED TOE FOLLON- 
ING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT MM: 

A. QUACH TOUC. HAG MINORITY. SPOtt 

VIETNAMESE. NAS A FORMER NEWER OF A MILITANT SECT TO 

FREE MAINLAND CHINA FROM MAO TSE I MAC. 

TOE FRENCH. AH) NAS FORMER WR OF M ARVN 5TO OWISION. 

0. HAI, RELEASED. IS A NORMRNER. 

C NGUYEN VAN TUNG. RELEASED. IS A NORTHERNER. IS HARO 
OF HEARING ANO NCM LIVES IN HOC. 

0. HANK. RELEASED. NAS FROM NGHE AN (P). LIVES IN HOC. 

E. NGUYEN CAO SON. TO LOR, IS A NORTHERNER. RELEASED. 

F. HOANG VAN CHUONG. RELEASED. IMS IN HOC MO NORtEO 
AS A DISCIPLINARY CADRE FOR TOE COHJNISTS WILE AN 
IWATE. 

9 SOURCE. AFTER RELEASE. ONLY MET TOO RELEASED 

CQHANDOS. BOTH TOGETHER. IN HOC AT THE CHO ONG TA 
MARKET. ONE NAS EITHER NGUYEN OR TRAN VAN OINH (FAHILY 
NAME NOT RECALLED) ANO TOE OMR j„“}[ “I. „ 

RECALLED SOURCE ONLY INONS OF COWANDOS CURRENTLY HELD 
IN TOO LOCATIONS. THANH LAM ANO CP-3. 

10. SOURCE HAS A SISTER, pi AM.JZ- ™°; T I, ‘ 1972 • 

NAS MARRIEO TO A US SOLDIER VITO NHOM SHE LIVED AT 
• t^A "t has had 

CONTACT NnH HER. 
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R 2503071 JUL 65 
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TO COR JCRC BARBERS FT HI 

INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

OIA WASHINGTON DC / 

SECDEF WASHJC//OASO-I5A/PV-MIA// 
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SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGNON TH 44119 
CITE: 3443 JULY 85 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-049, COMttNOOS. CHINESE KID IN 

C. NGUTEN DINH THUY. 2LT, TH LOR. OOC 1963. AS OF 
19/5/84. STILL AT CP-3. 

D. NGUTEN VAN BANG. SGT. COMJRICATOR. DOC 1962. AS 
OF 19/5/84. STILL AT CP-3. 

E. HUA VAN NHIM, SGT. COMJMCATOR. OOC 1963. AS Of 
19/5/84. STILL AT CP-3. 

f. HUYNH CONG THANH. PV2, OOC 1961. AS Of 19/5/84. STILL 
AT CP-3. 

G. TRAN OR NGUYEN VAN TAN, SGT. TH LOR, ARTIST. ETHNIC 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE (NOTE: THEREFORE ROT SOURCE OF JCRC 
RPT M85-044). OOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED LIVING IN HO»C. 


VERSE WITH SOME OF THEN VIA HORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 

SOURCE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG " 

ANO THEN CP-3. 

7 SOURCE WAS KID IN (-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979- 

80 AM 8-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980 -OCTOBER 1982. K KT 
THE C0M4AN00S WHILE IN 8*1. DURING THIS TOE. SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG KHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN OEEUR) 

STATUS (TRANSUTED. MEANS VILE OR VULGAR HORRER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE Of PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AM WERE PAD) APPROX 20 
CONG PER MONTH. SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING WON WORN 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN OK MONTH LEAVE AMUALLY AM 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. MOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
return after their leave but escaped instead. ONLYM 

TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD M FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVAOING RE -ARREST. TOE WORN AKA 
FOR TOE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 8M LONG AM WAS CALLED 
•XHU SAN XUAT THAW LAM* OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 

AFTER TOE FIRST WAVE OF IWATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE. TOE WORN AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR EWANCEHENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON Of 20-30 I MATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AM A DAILY KAO COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. TOE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 NM FROL THAW) 

PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
1-4 NO CONG NHAN’S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE’S XNOVLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM BT 


H. TRAN VAN DINH, SGT. TH LDR, OOC 1962; 1982-83 KLEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 


I. LUU NGHIA LUONG. SGT. DOC 1963: 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 

J. HA SON. SGT. TO LDR. OOC 1964; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 


N. HA VAN TAN. FROGMAN. DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 


L. NGUYEN NINH. FROGMAN. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 


M. LUU NGHIA (FNU), FROGMAN. OOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 

N. TRIED CHI NIEN. LY MAU SON AND LUONG NINH PHAT. 
CHINESE (HONG KONG) TAILORS. DOC 1967; HELD IN CP-3 AS 
OF 1984. 

O. TRAN CHI HIEN, 2LT. TO LDR. TAIWANESE COMANDO, DOC 
1965: HELD IN CP-3 AS OF 1984. 

P. TWELVE ADDITIONAL TAIWANESE COFWANOOS (NAMES UNK) 
INCLUDING 2 X MAJ. 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT. ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONEO IN CP-3. 

0. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (S’9* WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 


6. SOURCE HEARD FROM NIEN (THE TAILOR) THAT AT 

SWE POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION. AT QUYET TIEN. K HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS. EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 


ACTION " 

INFO CMS QC(1) SECDEF:C) SECDEF(9> USOP(ll) 

U5DP:ISA(1) USDP:MIA(1) DC-2(2) ttdC(*) OS-lC(l) 

AT -3(1) 06-2(1) D8-2C(1) DB-2C2U) DB-4D(1) OIA(l) 
+SAFE 


StCTi m tlj 


TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


PAGE IT "SS * 

®nUUNl -- • CENSER MESSAGE - 5831 CHARACTERS 

"REHC1 FROM DIA WASH I NCT ON DC .'/DC-?//, SSN 6B86 AT 82 17S22 AUCBii 
.flKC ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

SEA1 ARCS 

PRINTER ASSIGNED BY HS$: 

CB1S (lb 

SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY MSS: • 

OGS, DIA, SEA], CHINA, RUEKJCS, VIETNAM, SE ASIA, 

CURRENT DATE 8S0729, 

DICTIONARY: G3, PROFILE: 

1 11D 32S 382 383 871 63E 9B3 93S 
NH It- AUTODIN MSG NUMBER: 

2B8-823266 

CDSN * NSS83S ttCN = 8S218/P8632 TOR « BS2181316 FTSTOR * 8S2181338 
EZB1: 

RTTSZYUV RUEKJCS 608G 2181318- RUERDIC. 

EZBi: 

R 6217S2Z AUG BS 
TH DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO FUHQ6PA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEAI I A/CIA WASHINGTON DC. 

RUH1BK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK 1H 
RUHOHCA/BSCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J3E// 

Rl'EFJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//0A5D-ISA/FV-MIA// 

BT 


DETENT I0O ACUITY. SOURCE NEITHER OBSERVED NOR HEARD OT ANY 
AMERICANS A1 TAN LAP IN 1S6S. SOURCE BELIEVED THE TAN IAP PRTSON WAS 
DESIGNATED A MODEL PRISON (TRAI NIEU HAUI IN THE LATE 1970S. 

8. SQl'RCC OT PARAS 1*3 IS iSC. A TORHIR OPS 38A 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN 1968. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD Of V.S. 

PVS FROM FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AIRBORNE PERSONNEL HE NET IN 
1979 AND WHO SAID THEY HEARD U.S. PVS WERE HELD A1 TAN LAP IN 
1967-65 DIA IS NOI AWARE OF ANY U.S. PVS HELD Al TAN LAP 
DURING THE VAR. MOST FORMER OPS 38A CONNANDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED 
TAN LAP NAVE REPORTED A SIMILAR HEARSAY SIORY ATTRIBUTED TO CAMP 
GUARDS. 

S. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 


B1 

EZ06: j 

ACTION DC-2 M 011 

INFO USDP: ISAM USDP:HIAM CNB OCM SECOEF: W 
SECDEf W USDP (**) NNIC(l) VOM DIM*) 

TOTAL COPIES RE OU I RED 1 

IE086 

NNNK 

EZ07: 


m2: 

08 : 

*21, BSE 

SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
EZ6:: 

1 IN APPROXIMATELY HOVERS* R 197! THE PAROLEE INMATES AT THE 
HONG THAMG AGRICULTURAL SITE IN DKG TRUONG HOUC THAKGI CONTROLLED BY 
PHD LU PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TC TAN LAP PRISON. THE INMATES WERE 
HOVED DUE TO THE IMPENDING BORDER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THT PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) AND THE SOC I Al 1ST REPUBLIC Or VIETNAM ISRV!. 
THE PAROLEES REMAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UNTIl APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 
OR FEBRUARY 197? WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION 
AREA (KHV SAN XVAT KKAHH LAM), ALSO KNOWN AS SUBCAHf K-8 OF THE 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2. WHILE AT TAN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SGT. PHAM THANH 
DONG, REMARKED TO SOURCE THAT AMERICAN FOWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP 
PRISON DURING THE VAR YEARS. HE MADE NO FURTHER MENTION OF THE 
PRESENCE OF. U.S. POWS AT TAN LAP AND DID HOT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP 
THE POWS WERE HELD. 

3. SOURCE HAD VISITED THE TAN LAF PRISON BRIEFLY IN MID-19ES, 

• DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 19SS. AT THAT TIKE THE 

PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIMITIVE. HE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS OPS 
38A COMMANDO TEAM WERE BRIEFLY HELD THERE AT THAT TIME WHILE IN 
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA 10 FRISCH AND OUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP 
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PNU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL 
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ROUTINE 

R 021723Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS60l*5 



CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 


-1 


20 , 887/DC-2 

SUBJ : REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

pep* JCRC RPT 35-049 

1. ’ SUMMARY: TWO FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS WERE 

TRANSFERRED TO THE K-l SUBCAMP OF THANH PHONG PRISON, THANH HOA 
PRISON, IN 1980.. BOTH OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED TO REPAIR PRISON 
VEHICLES AND WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WHILE AT 
THANH PHONG. ONE OF THE OFFICERS, 5^ WAS RELEASED FROM THANH 
PHONG PRISON IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1982. 

2 TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS, ONE NAMED WERE 

TRANSFERRED IN 1980 FROM SUBCAMP K-2 TO K-l. AFTER ARRIVING AT K 
THEY WERE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
CAMP'S ASSIGNED VEHICLES LOCATED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS ADJACENT 
TO K-l. BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT AND WERE ABLE TO LEAVE K-l WITHOUT ANY ESCORT. BECAUSE OF 
THEIR SPECIAL STATUS THEY WERE NOT ON FRIENDLY TERMS WITH MANY OF 
THE OPS 31 * COMMANDOS DETAINED AT K-l WHO CONSIDERED THEIR FAVORED 
TREATMENT AS INDICATIVE OF CURRYING FAVOR WITH THE ENEMY. ONE OF 
THE OFFICERS, SPOKE AN ETHNIC SOUTHERN DIALECT BUT WAS SAID 

TO BE FROM A NORTHERN FAMILY. SAT REPORTEDLY RECEIVED VISITS FROM 
HIS NORTHERN FAMILY MEMBERS WHILE AT K-l. INMATES ALS ° SA 'P ™AT 
HIS FAMILY HAD A "REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUND" AND HAD BLEN ABLE TO USE 
THEIR INFLUENCE AND MONEY TO BUY HIS TRANSFER TO K-2. S^CWAS 
RELEASED FROM K-l IN APPROXIMATELY JUNE 1982. BOTH 5Sc_ AND THE 
OTHER OFFICER RESIDED IN K-l WITH OTHER INMATES AND PERFORMED 
UNSUPERVISED ODD JOBS AT THE REQUEST OF CAMP GUARDS WHEN NOT 

INVOLVED IN VEHICLE REPAIR. Rrn . in TU1 . 

THE TWO RVNAF OFFICERS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPAIR OF THE 
CAMPS SEVEN VEHICLES WHICH INCLUDED TWO BULLDOZERS, FOUR ZIL HEAVY 
TRUCKS AND ONE 3/4 TON TYPE VEHICLE. THESE VEHICLES WERE NORMALLY 
KEPT PARKED AT THE PRISON CAMP HQ NEXT TO THE HQ MAIN OFFICE. THE 
TWO OFFICERS WERE ALSO PERMITTED TO TAKE VEHICLES INTO THANH HOA 
CITY FOR REPAIR AND 55 c- DID TELL OTHER INMATES THAT THE TWO OF 
THEM DID VISIT THANH HOA CITY FROM TIME TO TIME. THE FORMER 
RVNAF OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED BY THREE MECHANICS SELECTED FROM AMONG 
THE CRIMINAL INMATES AT K-l. 

L. COMMENT: SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS “5 C A 

FORMER FROGMAN COMMANDO IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM UNTIL HIS 
RELEASE FROM K-l/THANH PHONG PRISON IN MID-1982. THE RVNAF OFFICER 
AND FORMER COMMANDO A HAD REFERRED TO APPEARS 

CORRESPOND TO 1 DEN Ii F r, E m D iM T ^ F oc 

AS HAVING RECENTLY FLED VIETNAM BY BOAT AND TO CURRENTLY BE 

J T FOR JCRC* LUUSON: REQUEST SOURCE BE RE I NTERVI EWED DURING 

YOUR NEXT VISIT TO GALANG TO CLARIFY 5SC- BACKGROUND AT K-l AS 
REPORTED BY I* ^ 

6 . POC IN D I A/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 


TO 

MESSAGE 

RESIDING 


ACTION DC-2 (2) (D, 6 , 8 ,F) 

INFO NMIC(l) VO (1) DIA (2) 

+SAFE 
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R 05171 1Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK 
INFO COR JCRC BARBERS PT 


TH 

HI 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 


ZYUW RUEKJCS6524 21 7 19^9 


20,909. 

SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

REFS: A. JCRC LNB RPT l85"Ol»9 fic 

DIA DIA INTERV?EWED 7 FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO 

" » sf at ' 0 f%ih h E st^s c ^s; 

*lvrZ . WAS a LONER AND HAO LlTTl-E CONTACT WITH ANV °^.^ he 0THE * s 

S B N tSa¥ ,TH ASi, A 0 S!d oS'SS VEmf L f RESUPPLY RUNS 

TO THANH HOA CITY BUT HIS RECOLLECTION WAS THAT THIS U^LY HAPPENED 

sfsSSS E J%tS f ^ e £ s wh^K? 1 ?S“h , « H Ss 1 “SSA 1 t0 

A FORMER RVNAF CAPTAIN AS A/trUX. 


2 . 


POC IN 
BT 


D I A/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON 




ACTION DC-2 (2) 

info nmTcTTT 

+SAFE 


VO(l) DIA ( 2 ) 


(0,6, F) 


T0R=85217/l949Z — TAD=852 1 7/201 8Z 
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R 270512Z DEC 84 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO DIA WASHINGTON DC 


ZYUW RUMTBKA3807 3820512 


LIAISON BANGKOK TH 63807 
CITE: 3494 DEC 84. 


SUBJECT: RE-ED CAMP LOCATION 

REF: A. AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 1 1 0*3 1 2Z OCT #4. 

B. USC I NCPAC HONO HI 190337Z OCT 84. 

C. CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 222230 Z OCT 84. 

D. DIA MSG 201522Z NOV 84, 


1. REF A WAS ORIGINAL MSG REPORTING VN REFUGEE 

WHO WAS HELD IN THANH PHONG CAMP. REF 
B WAS A RETRANSMITTAL OF REF A. REFS C AND D REQUESTED 
INTERVIEW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE THANH PHONG 
CAMP. 


2. DURING NOVEMBER 84 INTERVIEW TRIP, S-O- WAS 

INTERVIEWED. WITHOUT MAPS, DESCRIBED THE ROUTE 

FROM THANH HOA TOWN TO THE CAMP AS FOLLOWS: TAKE THE 

THANH HOA - CAM THUY ROAD (119) FOR APPROXIMATELY 25 KM 
TO THE T5 RE-ED CAMP, THEN CONTINUE ON FOR APPROXIMATELY 
50 KM GOING WEST TO- THE THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP. 



3. WILL BE RE INTERVI EWED WITH APPROPRIATE 

MAPS NEXT TRIP (LATE JANUARY - EARLY FEBRUARY) TO SATISFY 
REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH IN REFS C AND D. 


J,. ^ C_ WAS QUESTIONED CONCERNING 

/if Arty rt RESULTS WITH XEROX OF NOTE 

ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY -=^<^'WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY 
AS A LETTER REPORT. 


BT 



ACTION (U,P,8,F) 

INFO DC-2 (2) NMIC(l) AT-30) DE-2 (1) DB-2 ( 1 ) 

DB-2B (1) DB-2C (1) DB-4G(1) DB-5D30) DIA(l) 

DC-4A3 (1) 

+SAFE 
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&Fi-:*Smiriee^ On -a -y rx . - ••■■ - =~ , ,>,^,,,^ 

H^Ref ue-eer*' T<c, ^ ' ihoat ..name.ii; 'S*0o_ _ _ ;4iA-3i2e/^Dca^ionfer^ 

SS^Bre-<^at^ in ?hu ^Khaniv ; :Pr ovine •- 

, .}^¥f arrner:-r^?^mV!f i!^;orfA? 5i:t ^ JftS/ Central "logistics;^ 

.fill. o r o r d e r edit o 1 r e.-p du cat io n- - camp :.h"l 5r-’ J uno - 1 9 7 5 : ~wh e n~r e 1 e e.s e d :*^pp Ystvi e r 
‘ 198 O ; . number/ type of perschsstlll at the camp v/n.en .released : about. 85 
...v. .persons.,.^: .including .lb ■, ARYH of fie ers ranking . from ;Ma j or to v i uily colonel 

I 3 catholic. Ip ,/ r - 1 5r 3 ... ??.^.V i -P.i'-,^5y: 9 55 1 ,C 

j r J ^''ti’ohO : ''^a^"^^b'9SbeWr t '' , ^ A r^l """"\ 0 .. yl;li..vi,., 

^- ; -3Jane/rank^onner -posi tion -Af .people.; still in" ihc^khampf :i^ 

;.;.r:f'h '-M’^an-Tinn BIT; ARYBHaior and Doct'or art - M. 


4 . ;Hg 


LI rruouiZ r. mx , j^'iux • ux o t yx v v 

inh TAI.C It. Colonel (3//' CShtuf 


III. Source of inf or;.: at ion: 

iieiunee : 5 c boat name: 


of re-education carp: Base 5 in Hull fan disoriCv, rnua 


:; name/ location 


?r evince: 


former rank: OH. Captain; when ordered to re-education camp: 2 4/ June J.5 
when” re leased :' 11. September... 193.0 ;... number/ type of. persons in^.the . cai:p: 


of .people still in camps when released: 


Tran Van fir, artillery Captain (he is 


in Base 6 in. Ham Tan 


d ■> str ’• ct , Thua.n Hai Province). ■'? •■■ ■ yv •••••••'••;.•;••/ 

2. Heuyen Van QUOC, ARY1T Intelligence 1st lieutenant . : - . L -a •-■•--■ - 

3. Trail Buy SIHH. : QM.- It. Colonel (he is; still in Hghe ;Tinh re-edcuca- 

tion canp. in HYhJ. v avd.^-;: --....'•aau;;yyy. ' 1. ; ... .. .. 'f.'lhiy.vo;nK:ry.v •;...:,, 

4 . Hoang I’inh ”hoi, H'. :'Lt. ” Colonel (he is still in Ha Bong •re-enuca- 

tio’i camp in HYH). • . . ”. ... .. • •; ■•"• •'•••' ;ym.' 


JRefuree: — f:boatHnaBe:f . .. 

ibdtion .; ; .caflp:?o 3301 ini 6ial^&:i(£n§§ba& 

r ■ (3VH ) : -former r ahk : -■' YHASiist ilieUtehaiit ; when arrested ibrlbrderear to : ’£ 


re-education camp: 25 June 1975; ' v;hen released: 17 ^Novi'hlSiSd ; number •■ 
and type • 01 . persons : there are. . -3 .."camps ••.coded 30A, . .BOB.fand^ifBOC-'- ‘C-oiaposed 
of around 6, 700 per'spns ; - AliYIT. .of f icers, Hajii-^n.a.1 .P03.ice Officers, 





















(B) Times and places of detention : 

(1) From June 16, 1975 to October 16, 1975 : 

In Long Giao Camp of LONG KHANH province, 80 kilometers east of Saigon. Camp 
population was about 5,000, from Captains to Colonels. Camp leader’s name not 
remembered . 

(2) From October 16, 1975 to June 10, 1976 : 

Moved to TAM HIEP , BIEN HOA , about 30 kilometers east of Saigon. This camp 
had been the prison for the Communist guerillas during the former regime. Camp 
leader’s name not remembered. 

Camp population was 3000, ranging from 2nd lieutenants to colonels. 

(3) From June 10, 1976 to September 18, 1977 : 

Moved to the north, in camp 1 of Joint Camp II , about 180 kilometers northwest 
of HANOI. Camp leader was Captain Quy, of Battalion 776. 

Each of the three zones of this camp housed about 100 detainees. Formerly a. 
prison for Thai and foreign prisoners, this was a very solid building built by 
the French during the colonization period. Upon our arrival, there were about 
120 RVN officers held there. These were prisoners of war captured in the 
operation LAMS0N 719. We saw a Thai’s grave in the compound and many Englisn 




'words wri 

. ; ; ry 











'■r\$ 


written on the walls. 

(4) From September 19, 1977 to October 21, 1978 : 

Moved to YEN HA camp by the Security Officers. This camp was about 9. kilometers 
west of Camp 1 of Joint Camp. II. .. : . '• • 

Camp leader was Lieutenant Colonel VIET who was replaced on his retirement four 
months later by Captain Uyen, about 40 years old. 

The camp population was 900 .people out of whom 535 were criminal prisoners. 

(5) From October 21, 78 to January 21, 1980 : 

Moved to VINH PHU Camp, about 140 kilometers southwest of HANOI. This was a 
very big camp with many zones. There were altogether five zones, each of which 
could house 1,000 people. I was kept in Zone i, about five kilometers away 
from Zone 5 where the camp headquarters were. My leader was captain BANG, about 
50 years old, who was replaced later by Captain CUIEU. 

(6) From January 21, 1980 to my release on December 8, 1980 : 

Moved to THANH PHONG Camp in THANH HOA province, about 80 kilometers northwest 
of THANH HOA town. — 

This camp was just built in March 1979 with the capacity to hol d 900 prison ers. 
There were no criminal prisoners here. 

Camp leader was Security Major NGUYEN VAN THUY . 

I was at Zone II, ruled by Captain VU BAY. This THANH HOA camp had two zones. 

(1) Zone II, THANH PHONG, about 20 kilometers away from Lao and Vietnam frontiers. 

(2) Zone IV, THANH LAM, about 17 kilometers west of THANH PHONG Zone. 

(C) The prisoners I know stiil detained in the North from 1979 to December 1 9S0 
* 1979 in VINH PHU camp : 

- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HUUf 59 years old, of Division I headquarters. He was 


/ 


discharged from the army 'in January 1974. 

- Lieutenant DOAN VAN^NGO, 53 years old, of the Military Security Department. 

/ 

- Lieutenant NGUYEN VAN TUIEN, 53 years old, of the Defence Ministry, former 
Military Attache assistant at the RVN Embassy in the Philippines. 
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*1980 in THANH PHONG camp 

A— 

I - Colonel DUONG HUU NGHIA, 
/- Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAX, 
/- Colonel TRAN VAN THANG, 



55, former VINH LONG province chief. 
55, former RACH GIA province chief. 
59^, of Inspector General Department, 


of the General 



Staff. 

J - Colonel NGUYEN VAN SAO, 49. years old, of Bureau 4, Military Security. 





I - Colonel CHU VAN SANC, 50 years old, of Bureau 2, Military Security. 

J - Colonel NGUYEN KINH LUAN, 50, Commander of Unit 101 (Bureau 2) 
i - Colonel LE PHU PHUC, 50 years old. Chief of Bureau 6, Army Corps IV in CAN TH0 
t- Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAN, 49 years old. Chief of Bureau 2, Navy headquarters. 

* _ colonel NGUYEN VAN LU0NG, 53, Planning Assistant of the Head of the Poly -Car 


Department . 

1- Colonel TRAN KIM HOA, 52 years old. Chief of Military Bureau of the Trine 




Minister’s office. 

\ - Colonel TO VAN VAN, 53 years old, former RACH GIA province chief. 

f' J s/ 

\ - Colonel NGUYEN VAN PHUC, 50, of the Poly-war Department 

\ - Colonel NGUYEN QUOC HUYNH, 54, Commander of the School of Poly-War 

Colonel NGUYEN VAN VINH, 55, member of the Military Bureau in Saigon. 

f ':/ 

\- Colonel NGUYEN BA DI, 50, of the General Staff of the Poly-War Department 
V Lieutenant-Colonel LE VAN L0I, 52, of the Military Security Department. 
Lieutenant-Colonel LIEU QUANG TRUNG, 52, of Unit 101 
\ - Lieutenant-Colonel TRAN VAN HAI , 53 of the Security group of the Presidency . 

Palace * o ■ 

n / 

\- Lieutenant-Colonel DOAN B0I TRAN, 58, Deputy Commander of the Poly-War school. 
Army Corps III. - 

\- Lieutenant VO MINH TRI, 49, District Chief of District 6, Saigon area. 

\ - Lieutenant TRAN QUANG THANC, 50, of the Military Bureau of the Presidency 
Palace 

i - Lieutenant VU VIET SINH, 57, Chief of the Interrogation Center of Army 




Corps III in BIEN HOA 






- Lt. Colonel PHAM BA THICH, 50, Assistant Chief of Bureau 3 of Military 


Security Department 


' “ ,w ' > , - u Colonel NGUYEN VAN LONG, 61, Director of the Buddhist Chaplain 










Directorate . . 

, - Lt. Colonel BUI TON DAN, 49, of the Communications Department 

/»/ 

)- Lt. Colonel PHAN LAC PHUC, 52, of the P-6 ly -War Department 

/V 

\- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN TUYEN aka VAN QUANG, 50, of the Poly-War Department. 

Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN TIEN, 50, former province Chief of BAN ME THUOT 

\- Lt. Colonel DUONG BA THE, 50, of the Navy Headquarters ^ 

\- Lt. Colonel VU QUANG NCHINH, 51, of the General Staff of the j?.oly-var Dept. 

Lt. Colonel BUI CONG HO, 50, of the Headquarters of the 5th Infantry Division. 

Lt. Colonel VU VAN MI, 49, of Bureau 2, General Staff 
Lt. Colonel VU TRUNG MUC, 50, of the THU DUC Military Academy 
x - Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HIEU, 48, of the Military Security 
\ - Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NCU, 53, of the Military Security 
i - Major NGUYEN KIM LU0NG, 48, of Bureau 2, of the General Staff 
V - Major TRAN BA QUANG, 48, Bureau 3, General Staff 
\ - Major HUYNH VAN UT, 48, of CHAU DOC Sub-sector 

\ - Major TRUONG VAN CHAC, 50, of the Investigation Center, General Staff 
\ - Colonel HUYNH NGOC DIEP, 58, former BAC LIEU province chief 
(This man fell seriously sick in the beginning of 1980) 

\ - Captain PHAM HUE NAM, 45, of the Poly-War School. This man was captured in 
August 8, 1 974 in TUYEN DUC province. 

\ - Captain PHAM THIN, 45 years old, police officer of the Police Headquarters 

(Judiciary Police) . 

V - Mr. TRUONG VI TRI, 45, Representative of District 5, CHO LON. 







^ There were altogether 49 people. 

) - Mr. LAM XUAN, 63, Saigon Councillor 

I - Mr. BUU THIEU, 50, Head of; VUNG TAU Treasury 
» - Mr. NGUYEN VAN DO, 50, prosecutor of PHUOC TUY province 
/ - Lt. Colonel VU QUANG CIAI,"49, of the Poly-War Dept 
J - Major LE VAN TRUOC, 45, of the Air Force Headquarters 
J - Mr. NGUYEN TAN PHAT, 33, of the Public Service Dept. 

\ - Major NGUYEN HUNG CHUONG, 57, of the Presidency Palace. 

Those released during this period of time, from September to December i960 (49 
people) were divided into three groups, released at three different times. I 
can’t remember all their names. 



(E) Names of people who died in VINH PHU camp (whom I knew well as friends) 

In Zone I of VINH PHU camp, the death toll was very high. Counting on the num- 
ber of graves at the cemetery for political prisoners, there were 125 deaths 
from 1978 to January 1980. I have no idea of the matter in other zones of the 

camp. / 

/ - Lt. Colonel TRUONG NGOC HOANG, 51, of Bureau 3, General Staff 7 /rf 

/ - Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NAM, 56, of the Logistics Department. 7^/7 •k 

/ - Lt. Colonel DANG BINH MIN11 , 46, of the Presidency Palace 7 9 

/ _ Lt. Colonel HO QUANG VONG, 53, of Army Corps III. He died in Zone II of 

VINH PHU camp. TV/'/'t . 

y - Lt. Colonel HOANG BA LAC, 51, of Bureau 2, General Staff 7 7 

/ _ Lt. Colonel NGUYEN QUANG HUNG, 49, of the Poly-War Department. He died in 

Zone V, VINH PHU camp in De cember 1979 . 

/ _ Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HUU, 51, of SA DEC Military sub-sector. He committed 

suicide in January 1980. 

Dear Sir, 

The above information is true to the best of my knowledge. I hope ic would be 
of use to your relevant work and I will be available for any further informa- 
tion concerning the northern reeducation camps. Sincerely yours, 
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Country. 

Subjoct 


VIETNAM 


Date' 


28 October ^9^3 


four Re-education Camps in Northern and Southern 
Vietnam. 


Dele ol lnlormo«*oiv 


August 1982 - February 1983 


Sourco: 


A. A married Vietnamese male born In J928. The 

highest level of education he achieved is 10th 
Grade of the French colonial system. In 196*. 
ns a Captain in the AKVN he was recruited into 
the "Red Dragon" group of the "Technical Services 
Division, o joint US/Vietnamese military intelli- 
gence organisation, in 1966, as team leader, he 
was parachuted into tia Tuyer. province North Viet- 
nam, and after only five weeks was captured. He 
was held in various comps in North Vietnam until 
1978 when he was transferred to Thanh Fhong Camp 
where he remained until his release in August 1962. 

D. « divorced Vietnamese male born in B» Xuyen, 

Hau Clang province in 1963. 'Che highest level 
education he achieved is 11th Ornde. He was 
ooptnrod In 1975 whUct r o n' i lng nr - a Tupta n - in 
a headquarters unit of the ARVN . Ae . a , p0 H ti ^]!; r 
graduate he we 3 slnjled out for special attention 
and was transferred to the Ha Tuyen re-education 
camp in 1976. After one year he wos transferred 
to the V tnh Fhu camp until May 1982, wner. he was 
moved back to southern Vietnam and held in the 
Xuan Loc (K3) camp till his reloose in Fecruary 
1963. 


The Thanh Ph or« re-education camp is located in the Nhu 
Xuan district of Thanh iioa province, northern Vietnam, and is 
SaSJed by Lt! Col. Nguyen Huy Thuy of the Public Security 

Police Service (Cong An). 

2 Altogether there ore well In excess of 2000 prisoners, all 
male, held in the camp which is primarily for ARVN officers, 
particularly thoae with intelligence and espionage experience, 
though there are about 1000 common criminals, held for more 
serious crimes. The prisoners are dlvJ' i up into five cell 
blocks numbered K1 to K5 as follows: 


/Cellblock. . • 


<0 


form o ae» u» mev. oct tz> 
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Cgimock K1 - more than 200 prisoners with former _ 

intelilKenc^ or espionage training* 

CeVjMock K2 - more than 000 other senior ARVK officers. 

r^ih-ocks K3-X3 - almost 1000 common criminals held for 
serious crimes* 

}, Camp routine, conditions suffered much 

same for all prisoners though those in KJ s^on *« 

S^tCT^ force/lahour. 

l». The food ration con3 ^ e ^ 0 °£ h 12 Thls K could°be P supplemented 
or sorghum per prisoner each month. This cou or SCBVenge 

by whatever additional related diseases, 

themselves. Death ti.roug • medical attention was available, 

as well as torture vos common. Ho medXCBi at e or chaln 

A favourite trick oi some sadistic J“lS thorn tc or from the 
together groups of prisoners / chain3 3a vagely causing the 

workplace, then yank on the r p l { 5 t l dial0Ca t l0 ji or breaking o- 

prisoners to fail aewn wun death with rifle butt^ 

limbs. Several prisoners Jf^^the spot trying to 

during Interrogation, and were n ot permitted to claim 

escape. Relatives o. dead , prisoners in the camp grove 

S. own Vufl.l ground and the «»*•• *» 

X) section alone numbered around 200. 

5. Prisoners in secti ons K2, K3, JJ receive^iney , food 

No°lntematlo >nl .r«.rl..Uoi» ..r. «»o«n 

to visit the camps. 

6 . 2°k!io2e a treffrJm°Jhe f ‘"h 3 " 

province, northern Vietnam. 

7. This camp holds more than 2000 v i e tnam H ( FAVN)t° e AlX prisoners 
administered by the Peo pie s -7 * JJJ l ™Vlng, J. ice and sugar 

iSn?cu C lU P va a u e on f °f r rcm d 7!Soa a m b untll <..30pm every day of the week. 

Q, Three meals a day are two bowl s^of^dry potato and 

pieces of potato in the ^ B n ev f ning . Ah- -t every three or four 
salt around noon and 1" the evening. cooked rice and 

weeks the diet is varied to Include one ^ aUowed once 

every U six moM i 5 

JSsJi of 's in , ' i8M each 
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No money is allowed. 

Q Thar, t, a iredical clinic established in the camp staffed 
9. There is a medicoi serious medical cases are 

b V^'\ o' ^ellc/Soner who is a former ARVN doctor. 

OnlSa 5ery United aSpply of drugs/medicines is « va | lab J* ?"J a 

asss'is-js'ssutsr 

l\£.Vt .^‘Ka^K/^rTthS loO^former^rtsoners ° 

are buried there* 


10. Some prisoners 
often this results 
accused of being "ri 
were publlclyexecuti 
LOO prisoners were 
camp without prior 
given as they were 
Public Security Ser 


ere badly beaten during interrogation and 
in death. During 1981, two prisoners were 
eact lonaries" and inciting rebel Uon.and 
ed by being shot to death. Late in 1901, 
transferred to the Vlnh bhu re-education 
notice. The reason for the transfer being 
to be placed under the Jurisdiction of the 
•vice police ( c ong An). 


11 The Vlnh bhu re-education camp is located about 120 kilo 
former AHVN officers. 

12. Conditions at the camp are generally worse than those at 
Ha Tuyen, that Is, more work In the forests, farms and W. 

there m are U no i Uss liSnloO^aJirS? former prisoners outside 

the camp. 

ssa.15 22 rKi5^“-S r 2.*Su“itt».i». . 

U. The Xup.nUc re-education camp is located a f^^ff^m 
Chua Chon mountain on the eastern sloe, ® 

Cla Hal, in Dong Nat province, southern Vietnam. 

In reality there are two separate camps designated K3 and 

11 : .« a, pubii 

Colonel Trlnb f ’ Ut!2 «J/» Include, the 

/some . . * 


FOAM O W1A «*> OCT •» 


« 
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aone from dissident groups such ns Cao Dai, Ho# Hao, Phuc 
Quoc and the Front for the Relief of the Fatherland. KA 
Camp Is also divided into three sections and holds a total 
of about 1500 former ARVN officers, civil servants and police- 
men. 

16. The conditions in both camps are roughly the same and a 
little better than Is usually experienced in similar camps in 
Vietnam. The prisoners are obliged to labour in the fields, 
but they do receive three meals a day consisting mainly of 
rice, corn and fish sauce, with salted fish or meat every 
second week. They are able to supplement their dishes with 
self grown vegetables, and a3 they are allowed visitors three 
times a month, there is generally sufficient food and clothing. 
Also,' they are permitted to write letters home every two or 
three months, though no gifts or cash may be accepted. 

17. The camp is equipped with a clinic, though the supply of 
drugs/medicines is extremely limited. The more serious medical 
cases ore removed under guard to a hospital in nearby Dlen Hoa. 
Despite these Improved conditions some deaths do occur at the 
comp and there are about UO graves of former prisoners tn the 
vicinity of the camp, 

18. In February 1983, quite unannounced, 180 prisoners were 
called up, body searched and letters from families and friends 
confiscated, issued with a release certificate, given 30 Dong 
each to help them on Ihelr way and were told they were free to 
leave. 
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ZYUW RUEAIIA4843 1221401 RfilSONERS TO THE THANH CAM CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE BEFORE 

THE- CHINESE ATTACKS. LATER SOURCE AND OTHER CAMP INMATES WERE 
RETURNED TO CLEAN UP THE RUBBLE AT THE LAO CAI CAMP. TfiEY WERE 
ORDERED TO HAUL ALL SALVAGEABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS LUMBER AND 
BRICKS FOR REUSE AT THE PHONG CAM CAMP.) (HEADQUARTERS 
COM4ENT: ACCORDING TO D1A ANALYSIS. THE CHINESE ATTACKED 
THE CAMP IN FEBRUARY 1979. LEAVING MINIMAL DAMAGE. LAO CAI 
WAS ACTIVE AGAIN BY MARCH 1979.) 


01ST: 02 HAY 1986 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM 


SECTION 1 OF 2 


3. AROUND FEBRUARY 1979. THE'tHO LU REEDUCATION CAMP 
WAS CLOSED DURING CHINESE ATTACKS IN HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE. 
THE ARVN INMATES FROM THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE TAN KY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. 



4. THE PHU SON REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE WAS ALSO OISBANOEO IN FEBRUARY 1979 DURING CHINESE 
ATTACKS. THE ARVN PRISONERS AT PHU SON WERE SENT TO TAN KY. 

5. IN 1982. THE VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE WAS DISBANDED. SOME INMATES AT THIS CAMP WERE 
RELEASED AND SENT SOUTH TO REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES. THE MAJORITY 
OF PRISONERS AT THIS CAMP VERE TRANSFERRED TO THE HAM TAN 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN THUAN HAI PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VIETNAM. THE 
BNV CONTINUED TO USE THIS CAMP AS A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY FOR 
NORTHERN CRIMINALS. I COMMENT: SOURCE LEARNED ABOUT THE 
CLOSURE OF THE VINH PHU CAMP THROUGH LETTERS FROM-FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES SENT TO HAM TAN FROM VINH PHU.) 


SUBJ: THE DISBANDMENT OF REEDUCATION CAMPS IN NORTHERN 

VIETNAM 

001: FEBRUARY 1978 TO JANUARY 1985 

SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE CAPTAIN AND 
HELICOPTER PILOT. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION 
FROM FELLOW OFFICER-INMATES WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
HIS REEDUCATION CAMP AFTER THEIR CAMPS WERE 
DISBANDED. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN JANUARY 19B6. 

TEXT: 1. AS OF MID- JANUARY 1985. THERE WERE ONLY THREE MAJOR 
REEDUCATION CAMPS REMAINING IN NORTHERN VIETNAM FOR THE 
DETENTION OF LARGE GROUPS OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ANO CIVIL SERVANTS. THOSE CAMPS INCLUDED THE TAN KY 
CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE. THE NAM HA CAMP IN HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. AND THE THANH CAM CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. 

2. FROM APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1978 TO JUNE 1983 THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BO NOE VU - BNV) OF THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM <SRV> CLOSED SEVERAL CAMPS IN NORTHERN 
VIETNAM. IN APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1976. THE BNV CLOSED THE 
PHONG QUANG REEOUCATION CAMP IN LAO CAI PROVINCE BEFORE THE CHINESE 
ARMY OVERRAN THE PROVINCE. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 15 
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE VIETNAMESE-CHINESE EORDER. 

ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) INMATES 
FROM THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN KY SUBCAMP NUMBER THREE IN 
NGHE TINH PROVINCE. < COMMENT: ANOTHER SOURCE WHO WAS A 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE LIEUTENANT AT THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION 
CAMP SAID THE CHINESE ARMY PRACTICALLY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMF 
DURING ITS ATTACKS. HE SAID THE BNV TRANSFERRED THE ARVN 
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6. IN APPROXIMATELY 1983. THE BNV CLOSED DOWN THE HA TAY 
REEDUCATION CAMP LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS WEST OF HANOI. 

THE HA TAY CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN USED TO HOLD GENERAL AND 
COLONEL GRADE OFFICERS OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES. A 
FEW SOUTH VIETNAMESE COLONELS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM HA TAY TO 
TAN KY. BUT THE MAJORITY OF THE ARVN COLONELS AND ALL OF THE 
ARVN GENERALS WERE SENT TO THE NAM HA REEOUCATION CAMP IN HA NAM 
NINH PROVINCE. 

7. THE THANH PHONG REEDUCATION CAMP. LOCATED QUITE NEAR 
THE THANH CAM REEDUCATION CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. WAS 
OISBANOEO CIRCA JUNE 1983. ABOUT 120 INMATES. INCLUDING FORMER 
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION 
OFFICIALS. GVN POLICE OFFICERS. ARVN SPECIAL FORCES. AND A 
NUMBER OF TAIWANESE COMMANDOS AND OFFICERS FROM THE FORMER 
ROYAL LAO ARMY (FAR). 

WERE TRANSFERRED FROM THE THANK PHONG CAMP TO THE TAN KY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. THE PHONG THANH CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
ADMINISTERED DIRECTLY BY THE BNV. COMMENT: SOURCE DID 

NOT KNOW WHY THE BNV CLOSED DOWN THE THANH PHONG REEDUCATION 
CAMP.) 

8. FROM 1980 TO ABOUT MID-1983. THE BNV SENT THREE 

FAIRLY LARGE GROUPS OF INMATES FROM THE THANH CHUONG 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE, THE VINH PHU CAMP. AND 
THE THANH PHONG CAMP IN THANH HOA. TO THE TONG LE CHAN 
REEOUCATION CAMP IN SONG BE PROVINCE, THE GIA TRUNG CAMP IN 
KONTUM GIA R1A PROVINCE AND THE HAM TAN CAMP IN THUAN HAI 
PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VIETNAM. SOME INMATES FROM THE THREE 
REEDUCAION CAMPS IN NORTHERN VIETNAM WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE 
NAM HA AND TAN K\ REEDUCATION CAMPS. THE THANH CHUONG CAMP WAS 
DISBANDED IK 1982 ANO 150 ARVN PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN 
KY. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO OIA ANALYSIS. THE 

PRISON CAMPS MENTIONED IN THIS REPORT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
PHO LU PRISON, ARE STILL ACTIVE. THEREFORE. THE SOURCE’S 
STATEMENTS THAT THE CAMPS WERE DISBANDEO PROBABLY REFERS TO 
PRISON SUB-CAMPS USED FOR ARVN REEDUCATION PRISONERS THAT MAY 
HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY CLOSED DURING THE TRANSFER OF THOSE 
PRISONERS.) 
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ALL OF WHOM ARE 


INCLUDING 2 X MAJ, 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT, 

STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. “ 

Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (5' 9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 

6. SOURCE HEARD FROM A/ArN.lE' THAT AT^ 

SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET TIEN, 1HE HAD ' 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS, EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 
VERSE WITH SOME OF THEM VIA MORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 

SOURCE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET r 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG" 

AND THEN CP-3- 

7 . SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979- 

80 AND K-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980-0CT0BER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1. DURING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. MOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE-ARREST. THE WORK AREA 
FOR THE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
•«KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-4. NO CONG NHAN'S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 
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CONDITIONS IN THANH PHONG CENTRAt REEDUCATION CAMP, 

THANH HOA PROVINCE, SRV (MAY ii979-AUGUST 1982) 

Thanh Phong was a national level prison ujider the direct control of the 
SRV Ministry of Interior (MOI). Inmates at 3 *nh Phong consisted of five 
general groups: political detainees, civil detainees (i.e., common 

criminals), former officers or civil officials of the government of the 
R.-public of Vietnam (GVN), former commandos, and a special group of parolees 
designated "workers" (i.e., cong nhan). All individuals except the paroled 
"workers" were fed and cared for at the monthly rate of 12 dong per person 
regardless of inmate classification. All were housed in identical housing and 
received identical medical care. Except for parolees all other inmates were 
assigned similar work assignments. 

Camp staff and guard personnel treated all inmates except common 
criminals equally. The criminals were singled out for particularly harsh 
treatment, primarily physical abuse, for the most minor of infractions. PSS 
guards routinely acted toward civil detainees as if it didn't matter whether 
such individuals lived or died. This general attitude and behavior appeared 
to be a result of their view that these criminals would merely return to 
society and repeat their same criminal acts. Thus, if any died, then society 
was all the better off. The criminals, like all inmates, received specific 
sentences. Sentences for criminals ranged from six months to life 
imprisonment. Upon completion of these sentences many were resentenced to 
consecutiye identical periods. While some individuals could have their 
sentences reduced for good behavior, this was the exception rather than the 
rule. Such institution of consecutive sentencing also occurred among 



political prisoners. There were two cases at Thanh Phong which demonstrated- 
the inequities of this resentencing. Le Dinh Don was a political prisoner 
first arrested by the Viet Minh prior to 1954 .when he was 16 or 17 years of 
age. He was the son of a devout Catholic family in Truong My District, Ha 
Dong Province. After completion of his first period of imprisonment he was 
released. The release came at the time Don's family fled the North fo»* South 
Vietnam. Don was soon rearrested because of the family's flight. Although an 
average prisoner, he was resentenced to consecutive six month terms until 
August 1982 when he was finally released. He was held in almost all prisons 
in the SRV including Camp 5/Thanh Hoa and lastly Thanh Phong. He spent nearly 
thirty years in prison for no real crime. Ton That Tan, a personal secretary 
or advisor to former Emperor Bao Dai, was imprisoned by the Viet Minh in 1945. 
He remained in prison until released in 1977. He spent 32 years in prison, 
left prison when he was nearly 80 years of age, and reportedly returned to 
reside at Hue City. 

Deaths at the Thanh Phong Camp were common in all sub-camps except the 
paroled special "workers." The lack of other than limited medicine at the 
camp, unwillingness of camp cadre to permit seriously ill inmates to receive 
civilian medical care, harsh work assignments, physical brutality, and 
issuance to inmates of food provisions with no nutritional value, all were 
designed to kill off as many inmates as possible in the shortest period of 
time. The special "workers" were able to obtain fresh meat and other 
luxuries, engaged in relatively light duties, and received overall better 
care. They were never brutalized and ggnerally all survived well, even in 
prison. Few if any died while in prison. The very high death rate at Thanh 
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Phong was also due to an unhealthy climate and high concentration of flies - 
which spread infection quickly among inmates. Vhe poor health of inmates also 
led to a lack of proper hygiene which further :ontr'ibuted to the rapid spread 
of diarrhea and ameobic dysentary, the two i • *pesses most associated with 
inmate deaths. Each of the five sub-camps at Thanh Phong had its own separate 
cemet^ies and inmates who died in prison were buried by other inmates at a 

i 

cemetary nearby their sub-camp. The K-l sub-camp medic received death reports 
weekly from medics at sub-camps K-2, K-3, K-4, and K-5. The death notices 
were tabulated and forwarded by the K-l medic to the Thanh Phong Camp medical 
officer who presumedly retransmitted them to the Prisons Management Department 
(Cue Quan Ly Trai Giam) of the Ministry of Interior (Bo Noi Yu). The death 
notices identified the deceased by name, reeducation camp inmate number, date 
of birth, date of detention, sentence, date of death, and cause of death. 

While over 90 percent of all deaths were other than the direct result of 
brutality, at least one of every ten deaths was the direct and immediate 
result of guard administered beatings. Camp cadre normally certified deaths 
by inmates who died of beatings but such deaths were shown on death 
certificates as the result of natural causes. Of the 90 percent who died 
other than as a result of beatings, most were criminals and most had been 
beaten often in the past. Sub-camp K-l had a normal inmate population of 
approximately 300 inmates. Deaths at K-l averaged 50 per year for each year 
during the period mid-1979 to mid-1982. By comparision, there were few deaths 
at camp K-4 during this period because half the 200 plus inmates at K-4 were 
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paroled special "workers." Sub-camp K-3 had approximately 300 inmates, all - 
common criminals, and their death rate was perhaps 50 percent higher than K-l. 
Sub-camp K-2 had approximately 500 inmates,. 400 former GVN officers and 
officials, and 100 criminals. Deaths at K-2 were slightly below K 1 and then 
primarily among the criminal inmate group. Sub-camp K-5 had approximately 300 

criminal inmates and a death rate similar to K-3. 

During May 1979 - August 1982 there was only one period of time when camp 

conditions improved. In the late spring of 1981 an inspection team from the 
MOI Prisons Management Department arrived at Thanh Phong. The team was headed 
by Public Security Service (PSS) LTC Hoang Thanh, an infamously brutal senior 
department cadre whose duties appeared to be associated with inspections of 
SRV prisons under MOI control. All camps were cleaned up prior to his 
arrival. His visit only lasted two days. One month later the camp was 
visited by Tran Quyet, MOI Deputy Minister. Again, the camp was cleaned up 
prior to his arrival which lasted only one day. One month after Tran Quyet 
departed, the camp was cleaned again for a visit by PSS Major General (Thieu 
Tuong) Le Huu Qua. General Qua stayed at the Thanh Phong headquarters 
adjacent to K-l for two days. General Qua is the senior PSS officer 
responsible for all inmates in MOI prisons (phu trach pham binh pham can). 

Medical treatment at Thanh Phong was limited. Each sub-camp had two 
medics either trained as medics prior to imprisonment or given on-the-job 
training by sub-camp medical personnel. The only inmates who were graduate 
doctors were normally found among the GVN inmates. The medics were all 
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inmates whose duties included diagnosis, treatment, care of in-patients, and^ 
related medical administrative duties. There wp re no operations performed at 
Thanh Phong because there was no surgical equipment. Any surgery required was 
performed only at the local Nhu Xuan District Hospital. Medics often 
recoimended those seriously ill be sent to NhU Xuan. Those who had enlarged 
appendixes were sent to Nhu Xuan and usually recovered. One RVNAF officer, 

LTC Nguyen Van (FNU) , former chief of internal security for Kien Tuong 
Province, was sent to Nhu Xuan in approximately March 1978. He had both 
throat and mouth cancer. His wife visited him at Nhu Xuan and he died at K-2 
after his release from Nhu Xuan Hospital. She was later advised of his death 
by the MOI and as of 1984 she was residing at 178 Vo Duy Nghi, Phu Nhuan, Ho 

Chi Minh City. 

Medicine was. normally provided to Thanh Phong each quarter by an 
unidentified supply element of the MOI. During periods of unexpected shortage 
the prison medical officer did obtain medicine from Thanh Hoa Province Civil 
Health Dispensary and Thanh Hoa Province Women's Association. Medicines were 
requested quarterly by the prison PSS medical officer who received medicines 
on approximately the 15th day of the third month in each calendar quarter. 
Medicines supplied each sub-camp could only meet 25 percent of the routine 
heeds of only the most seriously ill. For example, K-l normally received the 

following each month: 

- 50 vials Penecilin (500,000 units ea.) 

- 50 vials Tetramyacin (1,000,000 units ea.) 
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- 1 Bottle 200 Ganidan tablets (50 Mg.) 

- 1 bottle 200 Ganidin tablets (50 Mg.) 

- "Xuyen Tarn Bien," 400 tablets, locally manufactured compressed herbal 

medication 

- 1 bottle, 100 grams, Sul fat Natri (stomach ache treatment) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, aspirin (.50 mg) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, "optalidon" pain medicine (.05 mg) 

- 1 bottle Quinine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Nivaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Novaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

Medicines received were often of Soviet or East Bloc manufacture. Most 
medicines indicated they should not be stored at temperatures over 23 degrees 
C but since no temperature controls existed they were normally dept in rooms 
up to 40 degrees C. Use of expired medicines was the norm. 

One of the primary reasons for poor inmate health was the lack of 
nutritious food. Inmate care and feeding was determined by the monthly 
allowance of 12 SRV dong per inmate per month. This allowance was used to 
cover the cost of all food and medicines. Inmate medical needs were 
calculated at 3 xu per person per day (100 xu = 1 dong). There were no 
vitamins available to supplement the food allowance which consisted of the 
following per month per person: 

- 12 Kg. cereal products, generally 70 percent wheat flour. Dried manioc 
was substituted for up to 50 percent of the cereal product from time-to-time. 



o. ‘ ■ o 
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Rice was supposed to constitute 30 percent of 1>he cereal allottment. No rice- 
was supplied in 1979 - 1980 and less than 30 percent during 1981 - 82. 

- Fresh meat. Supplied only four times per year: noon meal to 

celebrate International Labor Day on 1 May, <wpn meal to celebrate SRV 
national day on 2 September, and one meal on 1 Janaury for the New Years Day. 
Meat on each of these days was 200 grams per person and was subtracted from 
the monthly food allottment. The fourth occasion was one meal each day for two 
days, on the first and second days of the Lunar New Year, not to exceed 500 
grams per person, total. The cost of this meat was also subtracted from the 
monthly food allottment. Inmates all engaged in vegetable farming and raised 
pigs. Pigs were finally eaten when they died. 

Thanh Phong inmate medical personnel included the following: 

• former commando. Released 8/82. 

- Mai Nhue Anh, former commando. Released 8/82. 

- Nguyen Huu Nghia former commando. Replaced 
Released 1983 and returned to reside in HCMC. Nghia 's older 
brother was RVNAF major Nguyen Huu Le, still held in 
K-2/Thanh Phong. 

- (LNU) Su, former pickpocket, trained to replace Mai Nhue Anh. 

- Former RVNAF LTC (Dr.) Ho Dac Su, assigned in Saigon prior to 
30 Apr 75. LTC Su had an uncle. Dr. Ho Dac Di , a professor at 
the Hanoi Medical College. 

- One medic assistant, name unknown. 



- K-l : 


K-2: 
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- K-3: 


- K-4: 

- K-5: 


- Dr. Nguyen Van Ngu, fromer resident of Kinh Giang Village, ~ 
Thuy Nguyen District, Hai Phong municipality. Served as camp 
doctor of K-2 in 1979 - 80. Transferred to K-3 in June 
1981. Released from prison in October 1981. 

- Unknown. 

- Nguyen Van Huan, former PAVN Sgt. , previously sentenced to 
life imprisonment on murder conviction, reduced to 20 years 
hard labor. 

- (LNU) Quang, former PAVN NCO, escaped early 1982 and according 

to local Thanh Phong Village residents fled to PRC. Heard on 
PRC radio broadcast indent! fied as PAVN 2nd LT. 


(RO Comment: Source of information is sc , a former commando and 

team chief of da-ta He was captured in NVN in mid-1967. He served as 
K-l medic from 1979-1982 and was responsible for referenced death statistics 
reporting. He has reported reliably in other areas but his overall reporting 
reliability has not been determined.) 


SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-12 
VS Desk Officer 
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“PRIORITY mw RUEH0KA6914 0500519 

P 1905152 FEB 86 
FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITYO 
DIA NASHINGTON OC//VO-PW// PRIORITY 
SECOEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE VASHOC//NSC/HR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
C0RUSACILH1 FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY 
JCS WASH0C//J5// PRIORITY 

SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 0hl4 
CITE: 3127 FEB 86 

SUBJECT: JCRC REPORT JB6-006. ALLEGED FIRST HAND 08SERVA- 

- T10N OF ONE AMERICAN PON NEJPR YEN BA1 HOANG 

- LIEN SON (P); HEARSAY CONCERNING ALLEGEO 

- RECOVERY OF TNO U.S. DOGTAGS 

1. SOURCE: NAME: DOB: 

gf\ 37- POB- £> LAO CAI (P): 

POWER POSITION: CPT ARVN ^ PRESENT LOCATION: 

001: 1976*77; HAP USED: NC 48-10; SERIES 
1501; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 2 FEB 86; NAME OF INTERVIEWER: 

HR. G. E. BELL. GS-13 000; OTHER: ARRIVED JAPAN 
64. 

2. SUW4ARY: SOURCE. A 36 YOA HALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CPT ASSIGNED TO THE LOCAL FORCES IN KIEN HOA 
PROVINCE. PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED 
FIRST HAND OBSERVATION OF ONE U.S. PON AT INTERCAHP 1 

HQ YEN BA1 (VK 8799) HOANG LIEN SON. AND HEARSAY CONCERN- 
ING THE RECOVERY OF TWO U.S. DOGTAGS NEAR YEN BAY. END 
OF SUHMARY. 


DONG PHU (DDOONGF PHUF). SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THAT 
THE CAMP HQ WAS LOCATED NEAR A LARGE LAKE. SOURCE 
HEARD FROM FELLOW INHATES (COMMON RUMOR) THAT THE HAN - 
HE SAW WAS AN AMERICAN POW WHO WAS ALREADY AT THE CAMP 
WHEN SOURCE ARRIVED THERE. ON ONE OCCASION WHILE CARRY- 
ING RICE ALONG A ROAD NEAR HERE THE HAN WAS STANDING. 

ONE OF THE INHATES WITH SOURCE SPOKE TO THE HAN THROUGH 
THE FENCE IN ENGLISH. THE NAN ANSWERED BACK IN VIET- 
NAMESE SPEAKING THE NORTHERN DIALECT BUT NOT FLUENTLY. 

THE HAN SAID THAT HE WAS ORIGINALLY FROM THE COUNTRY 
OF ami BUI WAS NOW AN AMERICAN. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR 
ThETAN MENTION HIS NAME BUT THE NAN DID SAY THAT HE WAS 
AN NCO WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED LONG AGO. 

5. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE NAN AS BEING 1.75-1.8 

meters tall, slim build, fairly short dark CURLY HAIR. 

NO BEARD MUSTACHE OR SIDEBURNS. NO APPARENT SCARS. 

WOUNDS OR INJURIES. 30-40 YOA. AND DARK COHPLEXICMNM 
SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE HAN WORE AN OLD MILITARY SHIRT 
AND TROUSERS WITH NO HAT. AND CANVAS MILITARY SHOES. 

SOURCE HEARD (COMMON RUMOR) THAT THE HAN HAD MARRIED 
A VIETNAMESE BUT SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY WIFE OR 
CHILDREN. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY PETS. SOURCE 
DID NOT NOTICE ANY RING, WATCH. OR OTHER JEWELRY. 

SOURCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY CAMERA. WEAPON. SHOULDER 
POUCH. OR OTHER EQUIPMENT IN THE HAN’S POSSESSION. 

SOURCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY EYEGLASSES OR SUNGLASSES. 

SOURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE (SOURCE) WAS TRANSFERRED 
FROM YEN BAY IN LATE 1977 HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ABOUT 
THE AMERICAN AGAIN. 

6 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE HELD IN CAMP 11 HE 

HEARD FROM FORMER ARVN CPT NGUYEN VAN NHO THAT HE HAD 
HEARD ABOUT THE DISCOVERY OF TWO U.S. DOGTAGS FROM SOME 
INMATES OF CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD FROM NHO THAT WHILE 
HE WAS PICKING UP RICE AT INTERCAMP 1 HQ HE HEARD FROM BT 


3 SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME DURING LATE 1976 

UNTIL LATE 1977 (NOT SURE IF EXACT TIME DUE TO 10 YEAR 
TIME LAPSE) WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN CAMP 11 OF 
INTERCAMP 1 (TRA1 11. LIEN TRA1 1) IN THE YEN BAI AREA 
(VK 8799) OF HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE. HE OBSERVED ONE 
U S POW SOURCE STATED THAT AT THE TIME OF HIS OBSERVA- 
TION HE WAS ON A RATIONS PICKUP DETAIL AND HAD BEEN TASKED 
TO CARRY RICE FROM THE HEADQUARTERS AREA OF INTERCAMP 
1 BACK TO-CAMP 11 WHERE HE WAS HELD. SOURCE MADE THE 
RATIONS PICKUP RUN PERIODICALLY FOR THREE MONTHS AND 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN THE AMERICAN ON ALMOST EVERY 
OCCASION. 


4 SOURCEGSTATED THAT HE FIRST OBSERVED THE 

AMERICAN OPERATING A BULLDOZER LEVELING LAND WHERE 
CADRE QUARTERS WERE BUILT AT INTERCAHP 1 HQ. SOURCE 
OFTEN SAW THE HAN STANDING AROUND VEHICLES IN THE 
INTERCAHP 1 PARKING AREA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE THE 
AMERICAN PERFORMING ANY OTHER DUTIES NOR DID SOURCE SEE 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS OR FOREIGNERS IN THE AREA. SOURCE 
RECALLED THAT THE AREA WHERE THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED WAS CALLED DONG THIEU (DDOONGF THIEEUF I. 

SOURCE HEARO FROM GUARDS THAT THE NEAREST VILLAGE WAS 
APPROX FOUR TO FIVE KM FROM THE CAMP AND WAS CALLED 
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pRI0Rm ZYUN RUEH01A8914 0500521 

P 1905152 FEB 86 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS FT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/JJ/J36// PRIORITY 
DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// PRIORITY 
SECDEF NASHDR//OASD-ISA/PW-M1A// PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
C0RUSAC1LHI H SHARER HI PRIORITY 
JCS WASHDC//J5// PRIORITY 

SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 08914 
CITE: 312? FEB 86 

SUBJECT : JCRC REPORT J86-006. ALLEGED FIRST HAND OBSERVA- 

THE CAMP 14 INMATES (U/I) THAT THEY HAD FOUND THE DOG- 
TAGS VHEN THEY HAD BEEN GATHERING BAT MANURE FROM A 
CAVE CALLED HANG DOI (BAT CAVE) NHICH NAS IN THE SIDE 
OF A MOUNTAIN NEAR CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE 
INMATES KEPT THE DOGTAGS AND HID THEM AT THEIR CAMP. 

SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE NAMES OF THE AMERICANS 
PRINTED 0 THE TAGS. SOURCE OID NOT HEAR ABOUT ANY 
REMAINS FOUND IN THE CAVE. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS. ANY GRAVES. OR REMAINS OF AMERI- 
CANS IN VIETNAM. 

7 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE HELD IN SUBCAMP 

2' (PHAN TRAI HAI) OF THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP IN THANH 
HOA PROVINCE NEAR THE BORDER OF LAOS AND VIETNAM, HE 
SAW APPRO* 200 FORMER COMMANDOS WHO HAD BEEN TRAINED 
AND INFILTRATED INTO NORTH VIETNAM BY THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE MEN WERE REFERRED TO 

AS AMERICAN COMMANOOS (BIET KICH MY) BY GUAROS. 

SOURCE RECALLED 1LT NGUYEN THAI KIEN. CPT LUYEN (LNU). 

CIVILIAN HAI (LNU). AND CIVILIAN WHO WAS 

SOURCE'S NEPHEW. SOURCE STATED THAT HAD BEEN 
BLINDED IN ONE EYE DURING CAPTURE AND WAS RELEASED 
SOMETIME AFTER SOURCE DEPARTED IN 1981 AND RESIDED IN 
r> a 1~ A LAM DONG (P). SOURCE 

RECALLED ONE OTHER CIVILIAN COMMANOO TEAM LEADER WHO 
WAS CALLEO OIEU CHINH THACH. IN ADDITION TO THE COM- 
MANOOS WHO WERE HELD IN SUBCAMP 1. HE RECALLED SEEING 
FOUR ORIENTAL MALES WHOM OTHER INMATES SAID WERE 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED DURING BOAT IN- 
FILTRATION AT MON CAY IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. SOURCE 
MET ANOTHER INMATE FROM SUBCAMP 1 WHO COULD SPEAK LAO. 

THE MAN SAID THAT HE WAS ETHNIC LAO ANO HAO BEEN A 
1LT IN THE FRENCH ARMY. THE MAN SAID THAT HIS HOME 
WAS "IN JAM THOEI (NFI) AND THAT HE HAO BEEN CAPTURED 
INSIDE LAOS LONG AGO. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR 
ABOUT ANY OTHER FOREIGNERS. EURASIANS. OR AMERAS1ANS 
IN VIETNAM. 

8 SOURCE MOVEO FROM HIS POB IN 

LAO CAI (P) TO HANOI IN 1947. SOURCE RESIDED 

IN HANO- AT 16/4 PHO DUONG THANH STREET AND STUDIED AS 
A SHIP WELDER UNTIL 1954 WHEN HE WAS MOVED BY THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT TO A CAMP FOR THAI ETHNIC MINORITY REFUGEES 
LOCATED IN LAT HOUANG (V) XIENG KHOUANG (P) LAOS. IN 
1956 SOURCE MOVED TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE RESIDED ON SA1 


iOM STREET AND WORKED AS A VENDOR. IN 1959 SOURCE WAS 
RESETTLED TO TUNG NGHIA (V) DUC TRONG (D) TUYEN OUC (P) 
(NOW PART OF LAM DONG) WHERE HE WORKED AS A FARMER. — 
SOURCE ENTERED MILITARY SERVICE IN 1961 AS A MEMBER OF 
A LOCAL FORCES UNIT UNDER THE COMMANO OF CATHOLIC PRIEST 
NGUYEN LAC HOA IN THE HAI YEN SPECIAL ZONE (Bin KHU HAI 
YEN) AGROVILLE IN AN XUYEN (P). IN 1965 SOURCE ATTENDED 
CLASS 10 OFTHE COMPANY CCM4ANDERS COURSE IN TW) DUC 
TRAINING CENTER. AFTER TRAINING AT THU OUC FOR APPROX 
10 WEEKS SOURCE COMPLETED RANGER TRAINING (CLASS 21) AT 
THE OUC MY TRAINING CENTER NEAR NHA TRANG SOURCE THEN 
COMPLETED SPECIAL PARACHUTE (AIRBORNE RANGER) CLASS 10 
OF THE TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT (NHA KY THUAT) -SOURCE 
GRADUATED ON 20 NOVEMBER 1966 AFTER THREE WEEKS OF GROUND 
ANO ONE WEEK OF JUMP TRAINING. SOURCE WAS RETAINED AT 
LONG THANH AS A TACTICAL INSTRUCTOR UNTIL THE *TCT* 
OFFENSIVE. WHILE AT LONG THANH SOURCE'S ADVISERS WERE A 
CPT REED AND A BLACK MSG (PRONOUNCED LIKE MOTE OR MOAT 
BY SOURCE). (SOURCE HAD A PHOTO OF HIMSELF IN MILITARY 
UNIFORM WITH TWO AMERICAN AOVISORS. AND TWO OTHER PHOTO- 
GRAPHS TAKEN OF SOURCE DURING JIHP TRAINING). AFTER 
THE "TET* OFFENSIVE SOURCE WAS REASSIGNED TO THE 4/454 
LOCAL FORCE BN IN KIEN HOA. AS OF 30 APRIL 1975 SOURCE 
RFSIDED AT T> A T A 


9 SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE NEW C0M4UNIST GOVERN- 

MENT ON 1 MAY 1975. SOURCE WAS HELD IN CAI QUAO (V) 

HUONG MY (0) KIEN HOA UNTIL JULY 1975 WHEN HE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO CAO LANH RE-ED CAMP. KIEN PHONG. IN LATE 
1975 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO CHI LANG RE-ED CAMP. CHAU 
DOC. IN EARLY 1976 SOURCE WAS TRANSPORTED BY VEHICLE 
TO CAN THO THEN TRANSFERRED TO A SHIP ENROUTE TO NORTHERN 
VIETNAM SOURCE WAS HELD IN CAMP 9 INTERCAMP 1 FOR 
APPRO* ONE MONTH. THEN TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 11 INTERCAMP 
1 YEN BAY. APPRO* TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO THE PRC ATTACK 
ON NORTHERN VIETNAM SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO PHU SON 4 BT 
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PRIORITY ZYUW RUEHOKA8914 0500524 

P 1905 15Z FEB B6 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// PRIORITY 
SECOEF WASHOC//OASD- ISA/PW-MI A/ / PRIORnY 
WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
CORUSACILHI FT SHATTER HI PRIORITY 
JCS WASHDC//J5// PRIORITY 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 08914 
CITE: 1121 FEB 86 

SIBJECT: JCRC REPORT J86-006, ALLEGED FIRST HAND OBSERVA- 

RE-EO CAMP IN BAC THAI <P). SOURCE WAS HELD IN PHU SON 
4 FOR APPROX THREE HONTHS, THEN TRANSFERRED TO THANH 
PHONG RE -ED CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. SOURCE WAS RE- 
LEASED FROM RE-EDUCATION IN SEPTEMBER 1981. (SOURCE 
HAD IN HIS POSSESSION RELEASE PAPERS DATED 10 SEPTEMBER 
1981 AND SIGNEO BY PSS 1LT NGUYEN BUY DUC. NUMBER (SO) 

238 GRT (GIAY RA TRAI). SOURCE HAS A NEPHEW IN THE U.S.. 
b> Ac rA 

TO U.S. VIA OOP ON 19 MAR 84. CURRENTLY 
RESIDING t> A 'T'A 

SOURCE STATED THAT PRIOR TO 1975 NEPHEW WAS AN AREA 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST FOR USAID IN GO CONG. SOURCE 
STATED THAT OURING HIS SERVICE WITH THE 4/454 BN HIS 
SENIOR ADVISOR WAS 'HR KOTZEBU' WHO WAS LATER REPLACED 
BY -MR WARREN E. PARKER'. SOURCE ALSO HAD IN HIS POS- 
SESSION A CERTIFICATE OF ETHNIC MINORITY STATUS INDICAT- 
ING THAT HE WAS ETHNIC THAI. THE CERTIFICATE 
ISSUED BY THE GVN MINISTRY OF ETHNIC MINORITIES DEVELOP- 
MENT AND DATED 22 FEB 71. WAS SIGNED "Y CHON MLO BUON 
DU'. SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WILL BE FOR- 
WARDED SEPARATELY. 

10 COMMENT: SOURCE MAOE A PLEA FOR RESETTLEMENT 
IN THE U.S. . SOURCE STATED THAT HE HAO APPLIED FOR OOP 
THREE YEARS AGO AND DECIDED TO FLEE BY BOAT WHEN HE 
DIDN'T RECEIVE ANY ANSWER. SOURCE STATED THAT AFTER 
BEING RESETTLED IN .JAPAN HE RECEIVED AN OOP FORM DATED 
15 JULY 1985 AND INDICATING t>ATA SOURCE STATED 
THAT HIS WIFE NS/V-M-fe-. OPOB 6 FEB 47 BEN TRE. 

HOUSEWIFE. AND HIS FOUR CHILDREN ARE STILL RESIDING AT 

/‘V-r-A- 

11 SOURCE WAS SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS BUT WAS NOT 
ABLE TO MAKE A POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION. SOURCE COM- 
MENTED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GARWOOO (POST RELEASE 
PHOTO WITH GARWOOO STANDING BESIDE AIRCRAFT) WAS SIMILAR 
BUT THAT THE HAN HE SAW WAS MUCH SLIMMER THAN THE MAN IN 
THE PHOTO AND ALSO HAD MUCH SHORTER HAIR THAN THE MAN 

IN THE PHOTO. 


ACTION <I,N) 

INFO CJCSd) DJS:C) JKl) J3(8) NIDSC) J5(Z) 

CNB QC(1) JSOA(l) SECOEF(9) USDP(ll) ASD:FM&P(1) 
AS0:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1) USDP:MIA(1) VO-PW(2> WICC) 
DIA(l) V0-PW1(2) VO-PV2<2) 

+KSC WASHINGTON DC 
+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+ANMCC FT RITCHIE ND 
+CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 


SECTIONAUIi 


TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 


48 


T0R«86050/0602Z TAD=86050/0603Z 


CDSN=MAK795 

PAGE 1 OF 1 
190S15Z FEB 86 
SECT 03 OF 03 


MCN«86050/01361 



JOINT CASUALTY B <££N'TER 

OFElCt. 

A*.‘.E.R'CAN Et.'.EASSY 

A PO SAN FRANCISCO P 6--46 


v% 




F£FEF— NCE: 1c-~- 
9 Fe fcruary 1- 


r* rr v.* I. ' v 

TO: CO.-----' n * 90662 

Barbers Point, hi 

*S C VpjC 

S^rce: v ^ r -^se interviewer, 

obtained by a Vie^n-.- r , Dort ec in the 
infoi-etion: Attaches re • alleged live ’ ' t y.at another 

this story ■ v:e vill -tte.-p 


Aten: 


PDK/ribr 


Keoort 


Z2^ ^ 

— fi r lo 

7 ?«. CZp (LsUr~j* 0. fAfXAJtf . 




1 /*♦! A. Q 1 - 


!Z Cc 


- Z>Cr* L-a- 

77 ^> / 2 ^ ^ ^ 7 

_ 7xIX TZZ^T’^-j^ 


c 

- ^^4. 7W U*™ 




O' U 1 





n 


it'.'? 


: fZ / .t’r T 


# c I 

pC^' • • wA 


__ - ^ t*5 

LATS . X>rn>.-:-- :jO 

f1w*I K-isS » 


/71) innn*° 


« >. I 7 c E 1 


/X 

f T 


r p-T>-r?Y • *SKV 

7T7,.. t „ ^ IK^TJC* : *76 1560 

Z?' ’ ~ -— - — yrr: ->C:3 

zrrzj^ jmL £L * 27ir ' ^ " 


etv 


JLCT 

c — 


?.C.V JK Sr.V. 

: tvz :i7c?^acs a-oit ^ a-*- - tW 

k \ j_ . ••• — -- — 

{r -.- sc^ 

s Trz rcr:~. a*E3 

— . t r r - - r >-TZK 

vr _. c . 7rJj;sl — L/.vr ♦ -* c ~* — ■ 

70 2 St). IE7Z?3=r. 1S’». 

_ KL'S 0: SOURCE : 

<-r - yjss 

' TP/VT-A- iPbCAT^A**- 

. KK 6 mcs CT si?.r» = 7P/ * TA . 

„ V---0 --;£!—• ?^7S2S» a>7. 

-BIO : ATE 

THAI^H) O COT 2>CK «* * <W '"2 r ‘.. c . 

_ ^ crr- 2l CAE3 IK 7 r ?- - 1 -'' • * C -'‘ ~ ~ 7 

. ocs s 7982 - >*i *<> • •*.' r; v T t 

CA> ^ 15; B3L FB?V.; X.^ 

AS TKAjCK xr.0i»- LA " ^ 

_ #•. » *r c^V It >* *<0V • • wAZ «*’ A * 

-crorv • ''1*7 ? AT 5 wA --- v 
1); EAC TrlU FHCV., 

C/Ji TrO rr.CTT.; . 

v . . . -t, xx^-xic:: >- - - •^ 5_ 

-1575-797, = 

TIGAT10K C57ICS 0T TrZ CsAsMl *EJ 2. " 

__ — TV rtv THC F?.T71 KTZ . H7T» 

TVZ LU; CCFJ^ I* CA -' -‘ u 

. » rr' ^*lVT 0T C TF” - ^ — -*■ ‘ 

- 1573 - 7565 : * * ^ „„ 

rri;-«. IK SCC 7 FT-^* 
OT TrZ 1>KU FOBE -&&«- C -~ __ 

VT AS TVZ COT-A)'--. - . C. 

. as a - >»*j ■ w«® . „„ 

-J L S7KIA1 r c? — CI-K-n?. Jl- - 1 '" — 

^ . 2 lETZi. 

-UK5KCB t WSilSh 2 

SPCSoCF. • /VtTZA 


. C/-5Z KJ>:-Sl 


to As^tA 


0 



n 


r/l ,u,7 , Hi «' 


A. CASt I .-. ^ v ,; VAS TAUSK TO T rZ 

* « ®» ** - **• r;“t «. — ** » «• 

CMMJISI. SCSSCE MO 07~K A.nV> w s « &iE VlS )• 

« * «■ , * o*» « i® — K ;r:i ^ ™ * 

— « * «• «“ — T^' a c® ). 

S«: 0? KSKHC* AT ^ GAT , (V®. C? A 

... <rv it T-f KA>X O f TKJS A.V--^-' VJ “ 

17 VAS W:>«< TS,T * .-,v cr V.. 7 EZ 1 r-. 2 . T» 

yo^-lL GAT VAS CAP*-.. — * - 
n£-*R. S^JF.CI VAS T.O -- J -* * 

rv »r:Tl 1575. 

=* » « >- """ - .. K -,~ „« C— BE *®» 

OK V,:-E *^0 « - ^r". ^ — BTK. 

_ . . T J, t J-T^r SOUr.CI n*^- 1 

f-.rrTT or iJ.Ti: AKJ FK0-. T.J.T A- GAT, 

j* VI VAKT TO n:cw >•*«■ A _. r .__ r F 

cry” r S.-— *■' A*- Ki » -.-i v r.-« Ty. -Cr-^- L * 

- C „„ ,v it.TU KAJO?. eiw.'-Al, re- 

yt- : TH-OvH hviUu , *-• 

-12.^1 CC5~AC7 "-a-' ' ... ,-«j. S0-3TZ OIK’T 

)C.;CW HIS /.X-?SSS* 

A. CA5U : 05 C -■ 

- _ r . prJH r or sou?.:- 

n>- SITS E~Or- r‘ll‘ SCVr.CI *- v ^ 

K.VA730K T^T CU-- JcJ} r ' J ‘ 

cr^VS : . TO??!!?. INTZT.r?— TSr* 

• » CfSa2> 07 ^ ^ _ - A ,- vt.KT 

^css ATTS T97S. ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

AC ^ ^ - 1ED -^^.SST. OKS T32, « >-*<>, HS TC,OT. - 

- p. ASSIoSJ a FAOCGA THAT VAS fAS FHOH ^ or 

, /I//I /»}£. ;s)3r> a BUOOHiSi »- 

r3 WWW* *» ma 'f ; M nan. m * » na =® 

»“= ”■ S “ „ H70SJ.7IOK lEIUO. US.1C1M.- 

T -T EZ? TOC?. K07TH, A VILL G '* 1 T j. s j* ; haIIAJIO TO 

tv 1C7S TP« VAS AK ATSPU1S 01. T>* .A. T-<- 
ss SUB THAT, TA 1575. or- srI u AUVZ. 

--n - -C. *7 AaD > L.r— - 

0V1 KHOKVAS SHOT KVK ST ca^TST, O • BT A 

^vrsjCAJ*.. AZX A1TTT K35«S M- ^ : 

tki. 1 *>-•- ^ ^ T> ; A ecu ex; a >:c.C!w«— * A,w 

V*®*. « vx** ® «» u®. 

— - TUZZ VSj'X ir.t— - 

£--. ctt 7) SiVSK CTSO bZ-'— - *' — _■ — VX3rJ2\ TO 

^ «e. ESrOHS KS V -‘- 

Vy //?'-/ £ . HAS ?S5-^-' --3 vs avtkohtttes. 

.. . C T- skv ye?, yjxi^j a c — 

SDD THIS U.TC?-HATi(» 0.. 0. 



^ %Tr -y t~j~ vr *T. 

« ** k ** ~ZJT££L »-. 

rr VT =r tv KWJO.. »CE« CK - EU 
C*F i.r-1-?* **• — 

' , c • PJ.VE JC£?C*3Ri 

or os. a- 1 - * 

nsin 63 » v-2ii5i* 

vi _ jot - kt 

jr&pi It.?' -Ii5" 

AKT 

» » ® __ ttS« «s»- 

_. rra5 SJ -z VIW r® CSU-=“ - 

T--t CC'wZTJO)' •>»'- ‘ — TteoX. TrZ 

as TE.O-S Or GOLD r '-‘ • 

r ,»t — z aVX US Al i"*0.-.I **-— * r vtjt * 

CA:- • t: ,rr a c 75 5 Jr ^ 

. vr v; r ni TrJ. ~ * _ 

.. c ,-,c.r >7..r-- : -v. Tt-»t --jt ns aesuti 

■ ' i rpji prorii, 13= 1K ** 

_ r . **T~jT --TV. avat rr.o: c-- 1^ U n t* — r E vests Tr^ 

J " — “ r r.-. bitik: rooiO . --- — • 1 

13 aV-S'SAlSS C '- IK3 - !V,; llT “ 

VJ _, «» MB 1 *. » « «*■ ' tt3Ira 

S~' C ' __ jycv; ET T.-SS CO! .>• " 

S-St> 

„..«« «a. *-'-• «* » ** r “ 3 “ ■ 

»®« w ® .... g uz »-■ s is’ 

. .,v- *r~*. -T T-T 'Cjy. GO T c A.-J.. 

_ t— Vtv TK £?.v AKO 

* * «* ««• 57 “ ** CE ; ^ e rx^ 

, r ,„ k - r .K*= /V^/*£ ^ ... 

PUS. >" Bnw i_iiS <‘« 

T>A ‘7 A lr ’ V-. U7 r-ir.ct: a r.-- >--• 

y<* »»c 1 1 L **l * . 

r-ITT vnr AT OSCE. iM/V'CT ^' 5 A 
VT1X EtUS VE . •- >s BUJCCTCRATE). 

... ■ n r=^ / 'TO?. OT TcS Co^Tvr-' 

»w» 07 n ^ «„ TO * --X «=» »*« 

ATTtr. T-rrT. ^ ™ ^ 

^ £)/4 * 7 /? _ 

NA^t £ T sr UJCSOK ACSKT TO VV EES KR. 

. A yj aa £ >^ 1 - L ■ aJZ T — 

coK7imn;G, AS* 

p 

Af ft flo 6 ■ QrrTj* BS U-tJSOK TO ETS A CRriX OE 

/v ' iy y/tri < 5 ‘ G -- J " A^-y 7 

WOTSEWST, / U ' 4 ^ , AT 

P.SB1KD MTO VOT ' Sft^ UUSOK TO ES T=t 

;2?£ , TrJ-i ^ — 

_ r -P,.- -.^cr VI A-'-ESlCAKE. 

rr.-.T c - - lNc 4.— 

j-rv A-'.D VOOSS'IS AT THS EAGCD • - 

** k — . C • 


*) a/A/vc 


Cl F: 




b) /V>3 

£>Ar/i 


c) ,^'IV^ 

.T&r*d 


i/ 


bA~-A 


s:.— v '~ 0 r;:vn; Tr ' a ’ ‘ °* 

/."iS >73. E;.V-Gr-TE.-. 


K>.T 1 A! 


5 SC 

zsD 

* s » ;;r z , ^ « *= » - - 

u 0 ,s« re* 3 “ :? -- A 

5 CUr.CS 5X3 OXT . ... 2>C. ^ $ 5 £ 

_ t tt*V ’ T rs CV i. r *L> -J-t-'' * 

, t Birr sot?-- * * 

> VI Fs »\J A ^ ,■ 

,5-177. or 

\“T/ £T< 


:lt-CT- 

?7JVSB 



SOI* Or 








■*. "i * - 


a/A*UE 

AJAH^ 

ti AM - 

A) 'AAA. £— 

3 c_ 

///fK4/£- 

/JAfiLSL- 

sJA-st-fc 

AJAM-e 

A/AtH-A-. 

fUAM-lc.. 

S/AU<cu 

ASA-*UtZ_ 

(JAM.A' 

aJAmg- 


t-y.SE AT K2-2 VlTr. FA.-i3.TS 


UTIHO 3; TfJXCt 
IJVIKj 3< c A\Ai* 


UVl « 3= Fr-A'JCI 


rnr.5 1*- e* 

u r.K: 3 cakoa 

UnKJ 3; CANAIA 

, UTJKT 3 : 

XJT 3 K 3 3; OA-KAHA 
uniT IK c.uiFOFKiA, fsa 
utik: ik c<v;3A. 


accct.faj 


v-.-j sorf-.ci; 


xcce^J.^ 1 "i SD ' r? “ E 


MW - 195b •- ««* " ^ 1 see 5U» 

- - - • - * - — — 

" *n: - ^ 

« * « 3*FAKT?.3' SCHCCU ^ ^ *> 

. rr-JT fiJ'T AS-”—*'*^** * ^ 

„ u JC® 1963 * ^3oA7SD v ., -- -. Tr3 snsui FC.?£E 

,2XF a POSITICK as Tr- CSK-J-iM- 

.. r-, -^> ii; eikk D‘:2;o KscmK--. ktt. 

7?.ATKIKj C Z3.i— • _ ___ . ^CT 

_ -v» cr^rnCD iJEVTEKJ-)*T 

, ,, : VAS F3CP.CT-3 TC “ t " 0! 

- 396b 

SA>Z PCS 3 TI OK. . __ ^ 

t _.^ > , m - S-.TT3 AT SCC 7fJSQ ^ «*• 

- 3965 - 1966 * V n -“ wvl ,__, 0 , tht UCA1 FC*=S ** lK3, ~ 

^ j-siSTAKT OF C0»*K-« O. T£C 

cb-.TS?- IK sootvakg paa.’iJCS. R™ 



- l ?65 - 3573 
_ 157k - 1975 


, am*** «» ** - “•= 

, « *» »» 

CF Trl G 2^FJO- ^17 ZTtSZTJrJ. : t. CT if- ^ CC? 

/ v-.<- trr:;CtS: AT CAX X-iC C*-* 3 

LU. »« 1975 - 30 JOS 157 £ » ^ _ rcHKX 

. c -jrrn\r;"SD AT CA>J ~ L ' , ‘ ^ 

_ _ — / v;— rv-rr-- *^7$: 'VA5 

3D FiTKI 1?76 - >*• *- '* ' . r-ix-y. jy £AC * 

, oft _ , vts FJXD U^TXD J.T JSV SCK k CAKF » “ 

K0Y33SF. 197? - AF7JL 19oO * 7 — u 

t IHAl ROvI)'-I» JiC'".— ^ 


. Aral 193C - 1951 « • r,.ci 

. „ n . » ,,,«, *> . - »»» " “ ff> 

. TO OF IfH • KT^ASOT. 


I 

i 


1 


1 ill, ( 


4 Kay 1988 


PIlOtLCM 

See attached note 


Update of Thanh Phong Prison Status 
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DAT E IN 

4 May 1988 

out DATE 

4 August 1988 

oaicinatoa 

DIA/VO-PW 

CONTACT 

Wich Tourison 


•RANCH ASSIGNMENT 


ACTION 


RECEIVING OFFICE 


DX-5D2 

ATTN: Maj Sherman 


PRIORITY 


62 


CHJE DATE 
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Sources indicate a prison convex located in 


{■U^- 


North Vietnam consists of a Headquarters compound and subcamps K-l 
through K-5. The HQ and K-l compounds are co-located at 193655N 1052020E, 
UTM WG355688 . K-2 through K-5 are believed to be located Northwest of K-l. 

K-4 had parolee's quartered and a sawmill adjacent to the K-4 compound. 
According to available reporting this facility was established in late 
1978 or early 1979 as Thanh Phong Prison (AKA Thanh Lam). As late as 
early 1979 Thanh Phong Prison might have consisted of just two subcamps. 
During 1979 this camp system was expanded due to prison transfers expandin. 
the inmate population. This facility had its largest inmate population 
in 1981. By 1982 the inmate population was decreasing due to inmates bein 
released or transfered to other prisons and sources further indicate that 
some subcamps or possibly the entire facility might have been closed in 
mid 1983. We are unable to determine whether this facility is still 
and, if active, at what levels of activity it is maintained at. 


VAT A 
/7>£Tf/cr> 


Reque 


with all changes annotated be made for all four periods listed abo 
Also request that the area within points 19364N 1052348E, 193436N 1 05 2 1 2 7 E 
1 9385 7 N 105161 9E and 194018N 1051602E be searched for the subcamps K-2 
through K-5. If located request that mr 


This information will greatly support the VO-PW 


Collection Strategy. 
ENCL : -- 

1-1; 50, 000 map of area 
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/ :-• TO^Conmiaxi^ RC -"•/ * *' • •• '-3 ; ;■*'>■*'. • •..* . * v" ’ '.'/T 

^ ^ Q KJ. fl Q.. was i n t e v v lew e frzif' ! . *t;\: ■ 

at Songkhla, Thailand, on 20 April 81. had previously been interviewed ^ 

other American officials (report attached) , and SC had also sent a letter tj) ;^ 
the refugee office (copy attached). As a follow-up tc testimony ^presented in 
the letter and previous interview, Sc was asked to expand on information re- • 
garding sightings of live Americans and the gravesite locations of Americans 
who died in captivity. In questioning SC the letter he had sent was referred 
to ns the basis for this interview, and JCRC interviewer made ho mention of 
his previous interview by the other officials. 

2 In this interview stated that lie had been in many different detention 

camps since his capture in July 1966, culminating with his transfer to Thanh 
ham* camp in October 1979. This camp is a subordinate camp to Thanh Phong' 

camp, two kilometers away near the district town of Nhu Xuan in the northern 

province of Thanh Hon. SC- V;1S unable to determine the exact location of 
either camp on the r.ap provided , and at one point said the camps were not.; far 
from Thanh Hca province town. It was at this location that SC said he saw 
"exactly 30 Americans" being hc-ld in throe screw; to enclosure s about 26 kilo- 

ciuht ir.g of these Americans. 

' ^nthev limestone rocks m. 


\ 2 * * * * 7 overu.' er of 198t).' 


meters southwest of Thanh Lam carp. :.e so. id hi: 
occurred when he and three other priso-uerr went 
this area twice a week f ror;. October iv/9 until hi> escape in 
Asked how many times he saw the Americans, did some figuring and sard he 
had seen them about 92 times over a period of 96 weeks. These sightings were 
generally made from a distance of 25 to 30 meters away and on each occasion 
lasted about 8 hours, g^stated. The Americans were held in three locations 
seven kilometers apart in a triangular arrangement, according to — and held 
in groups of twelve, ten, and eight respectively. There had been about AO 
more who died and were buried in the area according to what SC said a local 
farmer named AJAfrB had told him. StCsaid he was taken to that area 

twice a week with three other prisoners, and 

all 35 tc 38 years old and all captured in North Vietnam (Giao 
in 1 96A , Tiep and Ninh in 1967) while on clandestine activities in Hong Cai 
and Thanh Hoa . The four of them worked at the removal of limestone rocks 
prevalent in that area. The "American” prisoners that^C aaid he saw were also 
generally engaged in carrying or crushing limestone rock when not standing or 
sitting idly in their enclosure. > 








3/ When asked how he . knew; these prisoners were American, SO said - firfi^hat^.; •/ :*?. p 
he recognized them b ecaus e; 6 f : • th e lr- ra ce ^ ( abpu^ 5 : b lack > * es * . .-i-J- 

••> later when : thei.interviewerTquestioned ?the : :reliahiiity;ipf''such a detetfro^^:fei^n^.,p-?' V/-'-. •• 

SO said that So and a VC - cadre had told him the prisoners were all Ameri- 
cans captured in the North in aircraft-related incidents. When asked how he 
knew the exact number in each enclosure and the location of each enclosure, 
gc* drew a diagram showing the three enclosures in a triangular formation in- 
dicating a distance of 7 kilometers between them, and a dirt road that went 
by in close proximity to two of the enclosures. This was the route he said 
they used to approach the area and on these occasions he observed the Ameri- . 
cans in the two enclosures. Then he said on some occasions his labor detail 
was taken close to the other enclosure (which was at least 5 kilometers from 
the dirt road) where he observed the other Americans. At no time did he see 
all the Americans together because, as he put it, the Americans never vent 
more than 100 meters from their enclosures. He described the enclosures as 
being barbed wire fences containing two buildings made of large banboo. One 
building was for living and the other was for dining, according to Each 

American had four armed public security guards supervising him. 50 said, for 
a total of 120 guards, all of whom lived outside the enclosures. The .Ameri- 
cans were fed tapioca which they grew in little gardens in their area, acctad 

ing to SC 


A Asked if anyone besides the three fellow prisoners and the local villager 
named M had seen the Americans, 5 ^, said that many people originally from 
that area had seen them but were forced to move away from the enclosure area. 

t f or instance, had to move five kilometers south of the enclosures. SO 
said no one else in the Thanh Lam or Thanh Phong camps would know about the 
Americans because he and the other three witnesses were kept incommunicado 
from the rest and were shackled with leg irons. In the year or so that_fO 
was in Thanh Lam cainp he said he never discussed the Americans with the other 
inmates. He could not provide the names of any guards who saw the Americans 
although he believes all camp staff were aware of their existence. The Thanh 
Phong/Thanh Lam camp commander was k)AM about 48 years old. 


5. In answer to questions about the description of the American prisoners, 

^ was very general. Some were tall, some not so tall, all were thin and 

weak. Some had long hair, some shaved heads, one or two balding, most had 
beards, etc. One, he said, had a bad left leg and had to use a crutch to get 
around. All the prisoners wore prison uniforms with wide (about 2") alternating 
red and violet stripes. All were barefoot. s L, said he was never close enough 
tc hear the Americans talking to each other but heard the guards address them ^ 
in Vietnamese which they seemed to understand. The guards all wore the yellow 
Public Security Police uniforms and carried AK47 rifles. 

6 . £>0- said he believes the Americans are still being held in that location, 
and expects that they will continue to die off because of their weak condition 


2 


! * 



and difficult environment. He said he had seen some mounds of earth which 
his guard said were graves of dead Americans. Asked how many he saw,he 
quickly answered, "Fourteen, but there were 40 all together". 5 ^ saiSk.the 
graves were in the general vicinity of the enclosures on ; the side 
the other enclosures. , He was vague ■ about the fourteen graves he sawp^at 'f irst ; . 
saying they were near one enclosure, later saying they were at separate en- 
closures and finally when confronted with his contradiction he said he , . 

couldn't remember clearly. " 


7. Regarding his three fellow prisoners and 

SVrt(V>& said he believes they are still prisoners but may have 

been transferred to another camp by now. He did not know the birthplace or 
residence of any of these men but said they were all former commandos (bi ? t 
Kich) from "Ha To Doc Mdi". (Interviewer is not familiar with this designa- 
tion) . Regarding he is still farming in Nhu Xuan District but $C, 

could not pinpoint the location of nouse or where he did his farming. 

It seemed from SC.S account that kept popping up at various locations 

including the area of the American prison enclosures. could not account 

for his freedom to talk with when he was held incommunicado at the camp 

except to say that his guards were lax at the work site. This was also the 
reason given for his eventual escape. 


8 Garments: Sixteen veers in prison camps have apparently taken their toll 

c,\ SO who appears to be' somewhat unstable. He admits to recurring malaria 
attacks and delirium, and at times during the interview had difficulty sorting 
out the facts as he remembered them. Contradictions were quite common in his 
testimony and each time they were pointed out he became flustered and attempted 
to explain without success. Complicating matters throughout this interview 

was a man named /s/A^B a forn!er ARVN Ran S er who 

was SC* friend and sat in on the interview. He continually tried to answer 

questions f or g C including those concerning detailed descriptions of the 
American prisoners, even though he admittedly was not a witness, had never 
been in captivity and was unfamiliar with the area in question. SO- however, 
insisted that sit in on the interview to "help" him. Another individual 

had been used to write the letter in English (attached), but this individual, 
whom Cc, and would not name, had already left Songkhla for resettlement. 

This man was not a witness either, just a recent acquaintance who was good in 
English. Because of the importance of this testimony, the interviewer continu- 
ally cautioned SC- to be as accurate as possible (and to be as quiet as 

possible), which apparently angered^' at times. He appeared to resent quest- 
ions obviously intended to test his veracity and expected his general state 
ments to be accepted at face value. attitude and demeanor throughout the 

interview left the interviewer with the opinion that part or all of this 
story may have been fabricated. The only motivation which can be offered for 
such a possible fabrication might lie in g 0 ' s knowledge of a statement by the 





Q 
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Thief of the US. Refugee Section to the effect that $Cs had no raiiita|^^, 

gervice^number (a possibility in those days), orjmy other evidenc^gbmye 
service numoei. * . ... ■ Lack of such evidence could poss.*l 

Sis^'h^r St t ni”iis”7;nd L tesett 1 e„ent in the United States^- 


A* 


Atch: 

1 # Report of previous interview 

2. Letter to U.S. Refugee Office 

3. Map which accompanied previous repoit 
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lV DurTnE a 23 : 24 March 198 ^interview Vietnamese 
refugee S<2^ . said he was a prisoner of ^war. in. 

North Vietnamese prison camps for the last l4 years 
and that he saw prisoners of war on several occasions. 


said the last time he saw the Americans was m 
September 1S8Q. Following is a chronology of events that 
led up to his capture by PAVN troops while on a special 
operation mission in North Vietnam (which can be veriiied) 
and later while he was a prisoner of war until he escaped 
in November 1980. , . 


2. said he was born I 

I >4 t'-A 

said he and his family fled to South Vietnam in. .. 
mid-1954 and settled at Tan Viet Village, Tan Binh^ 
District,/ Dinh Province. attended primary school in 

t>A~f/4 and attended the 

(formerly ) until mid -;i963, 

when he went to work at his father's construction company , ^. 
In late 1963-early i964 he joined ; a \ ’'People s';.; Org^anizatioh^ 
(probably census -grievance) and Vasias signed •?: 

information on : Vie tcbng' act ivityV.in;: the area of r* 

Gia-Kiem Groc No Village , 0-Long Khanh Province s ai d 
the organization was later redesignated the Rural&^p^ 
Development Cadre (RDC) . ‘ said he was later assigned 
to Chuong Tien Province; and/ while* Working: in a;;Vne^;$: 1 

life hamlet'**, was captured in April; 1963 by the : Vietcong ■ 
and detained for about three months. • He was released in 
July 1973. 

is, . 1 .... . ..... •; ' ., 

• f 
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3. In November 1964 SC returned home tot J>*-r4 

<v said that ; In December 1965 he was recruited .v^-S 
by the Technical Exploitation Office (later redesignated 
the 7th Technical Office). jT£ said that the commander of. 

the Technical Exploitation Office was a/a*** 

ca said that he attended a training course at the 
Cai-Mai Intelligence School, near General Staff Headquarters, 
for about two months. But the school cancelled special 
training courses, and his class was moved to a large 
vlna for further training, sc said that there were 
American advisors at the villa. SC said that he remembered 

one advisor named ajAmC who had a full beard w^also 

wounded in the leg during the Korean bar. said he also 

received training at the Long Khan Training Center. Sc 
said he was trained in sabotage techniques, weapons, 
communications, land navigation, and parachuting. 

4 SC said that after completing the training he 
was assigned, to a 15-man team, code name The 

team left Vietnam from Danang for Udorn Thailand. They 
remained on the ground at Udorn for eight hours and then 
were flown to North Vietnam. The team pai achuted int 
Quang Binh Province on 22 June 1966. ^ said the team 
mission was to locate enemy units ana t ^ ke 

the locations to their headquarters and if possible take 
direct action against the enemy. SC- said the team was 
operational until 30 July 1966, when it engage L. net- 

troops and was subsequently captured, sc received bullet 
and sharpnel w’ounds during the engagement. 

5. SC., said that the team leader was ARVN Special 
Forces and that the 

team consisted of security, commo, weapons, medical, 
sabotage, and Intel sections. SC said he was in the. 
sabotage section and that they were able to blow up a 
few trucks before being captured. SC said *he team 

was told they could expect support from the 303 ^d Battal 
of the Lao Army if they were m trouble and could cross 
over to the Lao side of the border. 









i;. • in ; a • rt e mp o r a ry i^c a mp yp: or. atfew 
for about r^tfiree - TOontKs r.; in '/the 




£<0 said that' while: ; he was at Hoa Lo Prison he 555i- , -t, ^ “ 

-'• counted 100 : ! Airtb r xcatfiyr i soner s •; said he : sawjthe;*;: ; v V 

Americans, whil V t Kp^.; V e r e ;’ ex e r c i s i n g . i n a courtyard and - v'f r^\ ; 

that some' were rwearliig flight suits, and others were;i, : •, • .'■/■: 

1 1 ■ • ’ ••- .!" ■_ 1 • : ’ xjr rrlJ A '■'<?; ft* t\ *>: At C, T*:cA: >***c t T V -*7 *‘- v - . ’jf t.MT*. * * A 


v ±1111 rum r iuv inw.ji,. ”-4 * - .' :.*■ r.r*T * •• w rr..».. 7 .7”- -* -7. yyv^ ,! 

In October 1979 i<e7^as sent;/to THanfc d>hpng s ;Camp?.phu^ 

Kuan Dis tr.i ct^?Th anh't Ho a P fpvi nee '£ wh e re he ; s t a y e d^un t i 1 ; 

h i s' escape on i O h’ovembe f ; 1980 . .. iTC- said that while he : ^ ,% v 

was in the Thanh Phong Camp he saw American prisoners : 
of war on several occasions .'• -7 : 7-. ’ :-y \ ; '- V 'l^i' ^1^77 


8 . SO said that ,in early March 1978 he was .allowed J 
out o f ' t h e . . Th anh ,Phbng ^Prison Camp -on wo r d eta riband $:? - 
that the prisoners did not return to the camp at night. 

SC said that he did -hot see the American prisoners of . 
war until December, .1979 , but he was told by the local, 
Vietnamese that they' 'had been in the camp since 1978. 

So said that he saw about 40 Americans, including^ 
j or 4 black Americans. The Americans were kept in 
• 3 separate enclosures. The enclosures were about 5 

kilometers apart and about 20 kilometers northeast of 
camp. Onp enclosure held 12 Americans, another held 17, 
and a third held 11. so said the Americans looked very 
sick and hungry. SO saw about 10 of the Americans on 
work detail; each American was accompanied by 4 guards. 

In response to a question by SO a guard at one of the 
American enclosures said 20 of the Americans were too 
sick to work. SCO said he tried to make contact with the 
Americans, but his attempts were foiled by prison guards. 
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5 C said the^ A^ierican; pr who were on work detail .• 

were not allowed ^to go .further than 100 meters from t h e i ; ^ 

enclosures. 5 said that a farmer, had shown him , 

the site of a cemetery for American prisoners of war. 

said that there -were 40 bodies in the cemetery.. 
cc said that there were no grave markers, but he could 
see the mounds of about 30 graves. SC. said that from 
October ,1979 through November 1980 he saw the funerals 
of 10 American prisoners of war. said that the 

Americans died mainly from diarrhea, an illness that also 
caused the deaths of many Vietnamese prisoners. said 

that some prisoners also died of starvation. £0 said 
the last time that he saw the Americans was in September 1980. 


9. QC. said that he escaped from the Thanh Phong 
Prison Camp by walking away from work detail. He was 
unwittingly assisted by the farmer, , who, alone with 

his son, gave and another prisoner. a 

ride to Thanh Hoa on their bicycles. £<< said that he 
hel ped/t//j/# 7 ^ by giving him food, mosquito netting, and 
tools from the prison camp. /V/l/nS reciprocated by giving 50 
about SO Piaster, which used to buy a black-market train 
ticket in T>A~rA . SC said it took him several days to 
return South, that he saw security police but was stopped 
only once -- at - the 15 Rail w ay Station. He explained 
that he was only headed for the bathroom; therefore, he 
was not asked for identity papers. ?c. said that sometimes 
he hid in the baggage car of the train to avoid security 
checks, or said he arrived in Saigon on IS November 1980 
and escaped from Vietnam by boat on 4 February 1981. He 
arrived in Thailand on 10 February 1981. 


10. S(L- said that while he was at Hoa Lo Prison he 
was told by a prison guard commander named Mai Hoa Ky 
that the caucasions he saw were Americans. S(L said the 
Thanh Phong Camp was comprised of a number of enclosures 
and was guarded by. Armed Security Force (Cong Anh Vy Trang) 
personnel. Sc said that Thanh Phong Prison Camp consisted 
of 2,000 male and female criminal (political) prisoners 
and about 140 prisoners of war. 




5 


lli. During the interview was suffering from 
malaria, which he said he contracted after returning to 
South Vietnam. He was polygraphed with inconclusive _ 
results, possibly because of his illness. SC- insisted 
that the information he provided was accurate, but 
possibly it is dated and/or here-say information. SO 
said that the North Vietnamese did not release him after 
1975 because he had not accepted reeducation, but they 
did release all of the criminal/political prisoners m 
1978 -- about the time he was allowed out on work detail. 
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A SKETCH OF THE THANH PHONG PRISON CAMP DRAWN BY 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEE 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0025 92. 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) . 

SUB J : ' IIR 6 024 0025 92/FORMER SON TAY POW 

CAMP. 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT 

FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI : 911103. 


PAGE: 0001 




SOURCE : 


C- 


TWO MINISTRY 


OF THE INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE THE CURRENT 
COMMANDER- AND DEPUTY OF THE SON TAY FACILITY AND LIVE 
SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 

SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 

REPORT CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAY CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED OUT THEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 
ENCLOSURE. 


TEXT: 1. THE SON TAY PRISON WAS LOCATED IN 

SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST OF 
HANOI . VIC //UTMCOORDS — 48QWJ5337/MAP SERIES L7014; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AMS 1967//. 

2 . IN 1979, THE SON TAY PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE 1 OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TIME, THE FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON . AS FAR AS THE FACILITY COMMANDER KNEW, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE 1973. IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE CAMP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY. BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20- OR 21 NOV 1971. 

THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE NO LONGER ANY PRISONS IN THE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3. THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE U.S. 

PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE CAMP OF A 30 - 40 FOOT BANK DOWN 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS) , IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTH SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, MADE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT WAS THE OCCURRENCE OF A FLOOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). ■»**-*-• 

4. ORIGINALLY, THE BUILDINGS ALL HAD RED TILE 
. ROOFS. HOWEVER, THE TWO MAIN BUILDINGS, WHICH HAVE 

HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND BEEN CONVERTED 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN REROOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTHER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP THE DOORS TO THE INDIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE HINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL IN EVIDENCE, AS ARE THE 
AREAS OF DARKER COLOR LEFT FROM WHITE WASHING OVER THE 
NEW BRICK WORK WHERE THE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS TO MATCH THE SURROUNDING WALLS 
(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & H AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 20 & 
21) AND THE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE METAL DOORS ON THE 
ENDS OF THE BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5). THE 
FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN USE FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
BUILDINGS A & E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4^ 23, 24, 25, 26 & 


27 ). 


5. ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE PRISON WALL ARE 
STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTHER TWO SIDES. MOST OF THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2 PHOTOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SMALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOTOS 10 & 13). THESE TWO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLLEY BALL COURT WHERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . 

6 . IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH THIS 
INVESTIGATION THAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NATURE STILL HELD AT THE FORMER SON TAY PRISON- 

COMMENTS 


1. SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED ALL 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. LSI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF THE CAMP REQUESTED. 

2 . DURING A CONVERSATION HELD WHILE DRINKING 
TEA IN THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, MR. HO XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COMMANDER FOR MRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN THE EVENING 
AFTER DUTY HOURS. THIS WAS THE, FIRST THAT LSI HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO THIS FACILITY, SO ASKED MR. 
DINH ABOUT IT. MR. DICH REPLIED THAT MRS. BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON AND MAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. POW’S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURING HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAM . 

3 . ' THIS FACILITY WAS NOT ON LSI'S LIST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 
TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, LSI UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, WHICH IS ON THE LIST AND WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI DID NOT FIND OUT THE 
TRUTH UNTIL ARRIVAL AT SON TAY PRISON . WHEN ASKED WHY 
WE HAD VISITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID THAT THE HANOI 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE THAT PRISON INVESTIGATED, BUT THIS COULD NOT BE 
CONFIRMED. 

HANOI OFFICE CHIEF COMMENTS: HANOI OFFICE CHIEF WAS 

NOT PRESENT DURING THE INVESTIGATION. 


Admin 


INSTR: US: NO. 

PREP: TM-05 . 

ENCL: 02 TO DTA/ PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

1. SKETCH OF SON TAY PRISON CAMP WITH 
LOCATIONS AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 

CAMERA: NIKON N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOR 35-105, 
1:3.5 - 4.5 ZOOM LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35MM 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 

B. PHOTO 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CAMP 

C. PHOTO 3, GATE GUARD SHACK 

D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 

E. PHOTO 5, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
G 2 NOTE FORMER WALL USED TO BE WITHIN TWO METERS OF THE 

NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING 

F. PHOTO 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 

F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 

F 

H. PHOTO 8, FORMER PRISON KITCHEN 
J 

I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DESTROYED 

BUILDING AND WALL IN DISTANCE 

J. PHOTO 10, DESTROYED BUILDING, 

CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANCE 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WALL 

M. PHOTO 13, REAR WALL WITH 

DESTROYED BUILDING L 

N. PHOTO 14^-GUARD TOWER. WITH 

OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL NEAREST RIVER 

O. PHOTO 15, OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL 

P. PHOTO 16, VIEW DOWN 30 - 40 

FOOT RIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 

Q. PHOTO 17, OUTSIDE OF GUARD 
TOWER AND REAR WALL WITH PRISON BUILDING H IN DISTANCE 

R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUILDING H. 
NOTE HINGES FROM FORMER DOOR BETWEEN MR. DICH (WITH 

' CAP) AND WINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM 

S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUILDING G 

FROM PRISON BUILDING H 

T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 


U. PHOTO 21, PRISON BUILDING G 


PAGE: 0005 


V. PHOTO 22, PRISON BUI MING F 

W . PHOTO 23 , FORMER CADRE MESS 

X. PHOTO 24,. CADRE FAMILY QUARTERS 


Y. PHOTO 25 ! FORMER CISTERN D 

Z. PHOTO 26, FORMER CADRE KITCHEN 


AA. PHOTO 27, HEADQUARTERS 

BUILDING A, FROM FAMILY QUARTERS E 

BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL, CENTER' OF PICTURE, SEEN BETWEEN PRISON BUILDINGS 

G & H 


ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (911103). 

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 

POL, 

SA, DATLO, EX/ A, JCRC) . 
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FROM: American Embassy Bangkok 
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£_ DATE: 7 NOVEMBER 1 991 

PROM: a. S'. OFFICE FOR rOW/MIA AFFAIRS , HANOI 

FA * : . (OSCAN/BQSS HOTEL) 

TO: MR. SHERMQQD, 

DAO/PW-MJA OFFICE, 3 AN 0 K 0 K 
66 - 2 - 254 -^Tl <53 


? a y- l/z 


SUBJECT: (.SI TRAVSL 

l: r °T ! f^SriaATOR l LSI I, TOGETHER' WITH- VNOSMP 

response Sm£ d» 1 T v R IYa MD 3 W °"° ™ MH STReeT ' HAN0X IN 

rl/ir^TW^tAr cot ^ ucr ^ T ME TOUR. LSI WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
\*t^nV^J?. ACItmIT ^ T0 BE VISIT ^ V WAS SA7" BAT PRISON, BUT FOUND OUT UPON 
THAT it WAS THE WRONG PLACE. THE TdUR WAS PLEASANT IT TURNED 
OUT TO BE A NICE. TOURIST SPOT. . ONE THING NOTED Wte THE ALTITUDE OF THE 

' T ° THE * IVE «' ™ERE WAS AT LEAST A 30 - lo ^T EA^K 

BEHIND. THE CAMP. IF THIS EVER FLOODED, IT WOULD BE A MIRACLE . 

3, ON THE MORNINO OF 4 NOV. LSI AND ESCORT TRAVELLED TO OTA I AM rn 
*NVE$ TIG ATE THE RETORT DEALING WITH .THE WAREHOUSE CO^IeX^E^TH^ 

*!?*!L AB<JVE TR IPS> INCLUDING, PERIPHERAL LV , THE SON rAV TRIP i WERE 
M»ffl SKFg?™ *1 f°- IWN. THE PERIOD PRIOR TO 7 19 79), imlT 

f EE FOLLOWING PARA), WAS BASED ON THE MORE RECENT 
COLOR PHOTOGRAPH AND INFO FROM BKK. *cvcnj 

ON r R4VEUeD 10 VWH CITY, . IN NGHE AN PROVINCE , 

r** 9^ ® WOV, AW rWUffSriGATIOW (i>AS CONDUCTED OW TW£ Rfl/ER 

UTZJAcir rw ?%1*u X l AN ? istrict > Ha TI dH PROVINCE, AND IN A NEARBY 

r9#9^ dC ^Tw2r^rfrtwcT)ro2 W r5?T N vJ! rC HAp WORKED RROM CIRCA /?»*[. TO ... 

i'f,'* INDICATIONS WERE THAT THERE HAS NEVER, RPT NEVER.' BEEN A V- V - ' 1 ‘ 

- rSL/lA/t? S ™ C E PWE FRENCW WENT TWERE IN THE.40*S '■ 
r2r^rr>rt2 L Sf,l RS l 0R THCIR ARMy ‘ WITHIN. TWENTY MINUTES, EVERYONE IN 
EOREIoi/fe» 0E fi' S P ^ E5 ^ CE » AWC7 Et'ERVCRE TURNED OUT TO SEE THE 

eSSv2S?i WAVE SEEW 'STRANGE* THERE WITHOUT 

torru VILLAGE THERE CONSISTS OF ABOUT 300 FAMILIES' 

WPLE. El/E/?ycWE fcWcWS. EVERYONE ELSE, AND THE ViLlAGE^CHIEF 
KNoWs Everyone sy name. ixr*s to follow w/in next^week, 

3* .LSI TRAVEL PLANS: 

. • « 

urth,k^,tr!o^^ LIKE TO COME OUT TO BKK ON THE C-130 ON 16 NOV , IF. 

RETUpY'lJrTu d U )? r Jt ATH%R N0T SEN0 r0M ™ BSr °KC CHRISTMAS, I COULV 
WHICH*, SHE W>ULP LZKel * nBK A TWO WEEK PERIOD, CORINO 

fJNTri ~r,re>fUL® TAKE CARE OF OUR COMMITMENTS iN KL * t COULD THEN STAY 

IN bL ^L^ F ? RE CHRISTMAS. I COULD MEET WITH TOM >0R A COUPLE DAYS 

a ^^£AM UP ThYcHht *ri; ir .l H1 4 PRECLUDE '.His HAVING TO COte WRE 

UP THE CONTINUITY OF HIS STAY WITH A CHRISTMAS . BREAK, 

■FMifke'^?a£&?J T tHIS ntnr~THAt'Tme iau BE LITTLE TO 00 HERE 

-HE BE ALqoMPAHuYcYa VNOS/^RTp 7 *^! -nYnYu Y f HS ACQUIREMENT THAT ' 

-THE ITERATION. about thf° nH? . ALL 0E WHOM WILL BE OCCUR IEV' WITH' ■ 



v/^v^-c. ur 


ITERATION ITSELF* 


Extended Page 

. <-w i KJU C I V 


.... '■ . 


TDTftL P.01 


^.Y-NUV-I-y 


* ipi tiN ; l wiiis L-tll^ 


l. AS ToUlur MluJtosr i Puss, 

tyifcl^AW <Mfc WSj lufe NIAl.lt AHUULUItLY Nt* •- 

uhlL*' ArtAL ~iH NAiUHS.. 

iv WK Mi, fcUTiAttjJr INFO t& cot C0L£. H£ tty ^ iW6r 

SC?ME 0OOU HEWS AT THIS Til ME. > 

r •• __ 

hakjeu w. prvc* waj* u^o* 1 

ACTING CHIEF; HANOI OFFICE FOW/MIA 
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R SOURCE STATED THAT HIS FA 

IS CURRENTLY THE SRV 
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L. MAP USED; HANOI CITY MAP SHEET; EDITION 3; 
SERIES L909 ; 1 : 12,500 

2 SUMMARY: SOURCE REPORTED HEARSAY CONCERNING 
TEMPORARY US PRISON CAMP (WJ 880272) IN HANOI IN 1971 
OR 1972. 
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CDSN = LGX-310 MCN = 89061/23341 TOR = 890611454 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS0541 0611454- -RUEALGX . 


HEADER 

R 021454Z MAR 89 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

R 021049Z MAR 89 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUEADWW /WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/ / 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC/ /OASD- ISA/PW-M I A/ / 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC/ /EAP-VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC/ /OCJCS-PW-MI A/ / J5// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQ A /USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J36// 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//TAPC-PED-H// 


BT~* 

CONTROLS 

LIAISON BANGKOK 10541 



SECRET NO FORN 0122 MAR 89 


RODY 

SUBJ: JCRC RPT • 88-1 11; HEARSAY OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH 

SOLDIERS HELD IN VIET TRI-SON TAY 


1 . 


SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 


B. 


D. 




NAME: S 

DPOB: 54; HUE 

PRESENT LOCATION: 

IDENTIFICATION DATA: ~S£> 
o. LAST RESIDENCE IN VIETNAM : HUE CITY 

F INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT 

T^'T'Ac ON 9 NOV 88 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CW3, 

USA. 

2 , SUMMARY: SOURCE PROVIDED LIMITED HEARSAY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING AMERICAN AND FRENCH SOLDIERS WHO 
WERE ALLEGEDLY BEING HELD AT A PRISON CAMP NAMED VIET TRI- 
SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ5237) IN 1980. 


3- 


INFORMATION: 


A IN NOVEMBER 1987, SOURCE WAS ON THE LAO BORDER IN 

BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE SEARCHING FOR INCENSE WOOD, WHEN HE 
MET A MONTAGNARD NAMED HO THANH BUU. MR. BUU RESIDED AT 
DUC LAP VILLAGE (SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE ON AVAILABLE 
MAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
MAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
Mff. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT IN 1980, HE WORKED AT A PRISON 


PAGE: 0005 


CAMP NAMED VIET TRI-SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ52371- 

p MR. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT AMERICANS AND FRENCH 

SOLDIERS WERE STILL BEING HELD AT THE PRISON CAMP, AND THAT 
HE HAD PERSONALLY SEEN THEM MANY TIMES WHEN HE WORKED 
THERE. SOURCE HAD NOTHING FURTHER TO REPORT CONCERNING 
THIS HEARSAY INCIDENT. 


4. INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS: INFORMATION IN THIS 

REPORT WAS PASSED TO STONEY BEACH. 

ADMIN 

BT 


#0541 


NNNN 
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D51B25Z AUG fib RR 


DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// JS/ J3/ J233/ J3b// 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//0ASD-ISA/PW-11IA// 
COtllPAC HONOLULU HI 


0T57/V0-PW 

NSC FOR COL CHILDRESS 
SERIAL: hr b- 0 m- 0033 -at 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM CVM> 

SUBd: HR b-014-0033-Sb/M0 CHEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT-. NOT FINALLY 

DOI : 700000 


EVALUATED INTEL • 


DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-3D/DB-2C 
S . D • T0URIS0N/S0S01/14JULBL/KEW 

U;/ 

COL C tl GAINES USAF VO-Phl CHF 




SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT 5C UHO HAS BEEN A 

GENERALLY RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE- 

TEXT: l . THE MO CHEN PRISON -CTRAI MO CHEN>, ALSO CALLED BAT 

BAT i WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST OF THE ORIGINAL NATIONAL LEVEL PRISONS 
IN NORTH VIETNAM AND WAS KNOWN AS CENTRAL PRISON NO- 1 -CTRAI CAI 
TAO TRUNG UONG SO- 1>- DUE TO INCREASED INMATE POPULATION THERE 
WAS AN EXPANSION OF THE NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON SYSTEM IN THE EARLY 
ntCTS AND THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY EXPANDED ITS PRISON 
SYSTEM CIRCA nbB CONSTRUCTING THE (3UYET TIEN PRISON CIRCA ITbE-bB 
AND THE PHO LU PRISON CIRCA IHbM- PHO LU PRISON BECAME CENTRAL 
PRISON NR- 1 AT THIS TIME- THE VINH TIEN PRISON-, APPROXIMATELY 30 
KM SOUTHEST OF AND ASSOCIATED WITH (2UYET TIEN-, ALSO CAME INTO BEING 


AT THIS TIME- AFTER CONSTRUCTION OF (3UYET TIEN AND PHO LU THE 
INMATE POPULATION AT MO CHEN WAS SLOWLY TRANSFERRED TO THESE NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED PRISONS AND A PORTION OF THE MO CHEN PRISON WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM IPAVNI FOR USE AS A 
PRISON FOR MILITARY OFFENDERS -CTRAI PHAM BINHJ • THE PRISON-, AND 


ITS FUNCTION-, 



WAS COrmON KNOWLEDGE among the local populace in son tay province. 
THE TERM BAT BAT WAS APPLIED TO THE MO CHEN PRISION BECAUSE IT WAS 
LOCATED IN AN AREA CALLED BAT BAT. -[SOURCE NEVER HEARD THE NAME SA 
TAC APPLIED TO MO CHEN PRISON! • 

2. DURING ntfl-7D THE MO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF TWO 

SEPARATE DETENTION AREAS. ONE AREA WAS CONTROLLED BY THE PAVN AND 
WAS REFERRED TO AS A TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY -CTRAI TAM GIAMJ-. 
MEANING A FACILITY FOR THE TEMPORARY DETENTION OF PERSONS UNDER 
GOING PRE-TRIAL/SENTENCING INVESTIGATION. A SEPARATE PART OF MO 
CHEN NOT USED BY PAVN WAS CONTROLLED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY IMPS}. PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS BEING SENT TO MO CHEN 
FIRST ENTERED THE PAVN CONTROLLED PORTION OF THE PRISON FOR PRE- 
TRIAL INVESTIGATION- THOSE WITH SENTENCES OF b MONTHS TO 1 YEAR 
SERVED THEIR SENTENCE AT MO CHEN- THOSE TO BE INCARCERATED FOR 
CONVICTION OF SERIOUS NATIONAL LEVEL OFFENSES WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE MPS CONTROLLED PRISONS FOR THE TERM OF THEIR SENTENCE- THE MPS 
CONTROLLED PORTION OF MO CHEN WAS CALLED AN INDEPENDENT PRISON 


04 


RR 


■CTRAI DOC LAP> OF THE UPS. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOVE IS € ►< ^ A 

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROGMAN CAPTURED DURING A COMMANDO RAID 
INTO NORTH VIETNAM IN THE MbQ'S. HE OBTAINED HIS INFORMATION FROM 
PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS WITH WHOM HE HAD CONTACT DURING n?0-?3, 
PRINCIPALLY FROM FORMER PAVN SR- CPT.-i PHAM PHU LUC, ARRESTED IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM IN 1U7 AND LATER IMPRISONED AT LAO CAI DURING 1^70- 
73 AS A SUSPECTED SOUTH VIETNAMESE RECRUITED ESPIONAGE AGENT- 
SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY EVENTS AT MO CHEN AFTER THAT PERIOD OF 

TIME- 


COLL: NONE 

INSTRU : U-S- NO 

PREP: SEDGEWICK D- TOURISON, JR.-. GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 


V0-PW2 


OS OS 


RR 


APPR: 

EVAL: 

ENCL: 

DISSEH 


KIMBALL n. GAlNES-i COL-> USAFt CHt VO-Pli) 

NO 

N/A 

: N/A 


OL 


ISLC557. HAY 6? PP 

DIA WASHINGTON! DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/ J3L/J233// ^ ^ 


SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-IS A/PW-MIA// 


CIA WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 


V'x^ 

Tv 


5 


o v , e 



v , ' V V 

V . !■' 


QDbB/VO-PW : 4 

i ,t 

SERIAL: b-*Om-ODMS-flt> 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM -CVM> 

SUBJ: HR L-OlM-ODMS-flb/MO CHEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT n NO FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 

DOI : r fiGQ227 -CROJ 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANTS WHO HAVE REPORTED RELIABLY IN 

THE PAST- 

DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-2B/D8-2C 


S -TOURIS ON/VO- PW/xSDSOl/CMr^p^ 

COL F . J -CAPILLUPO-.USAF -.VO-PUiCHIEi 


Gd 


PP 


SUMMARY : 


MO CHEN PRISON WAS A SMALL NORTHERN VIETNAMESE 


NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON • ONE PART OF THE PRISON, CONSTRUCTEt IN 
ML3, NAS REPORTEDLY USED KURINS THE NAR TO INCARCERATE U-S. PNS. 


TEXT: 

1. DURING IHbB THE MO CHEN PRISON IN SON TAY PROVINCE LIAS A 

SMALL NATIONAL LEVEL DETENTION FACILITY , POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED IN 
SOME DAY LIITH HOA LO PRISON AT HANOI CITY. IN IT LIAS BEING 

.USED TO DETAIN HIGH RANKING MILITARY OFFENDERS, CRIMINALS, AND LOL) 
LEVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS- DURING ITbB MO CHEN PRISON ALSO LJAS 
USED TO IMPRISON A SMALL NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE BOATMEN AND 
FROGMEN COMMANDOS FROM BOAT DELIVERY TEAM "TAN BINH" CAPTURED IN 
JUNE 1U2 AT’ THE SONG GIANG RIVER IN flUANG BINH PROVINCE- 
s . nO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF A CAMP HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 

TLIO SUB-CAMPS- ONE SUB-CAMP LIAS REPORTEDLY 50D-1Q0B METERS 
DISTANCE FROM THE SUB-CAMP IN WHICH THE COMMANDOS WERE HELD AND 
REPORTEDLY WAS USED TO DETAIN SENIOR OFFICERS FROM THE PEOPLE'S 
ARMY OF VIETNAM IPAVNI IMPRISONED FOR SERIOUS CRIMES- THE 
COMMANDOS NEVER SAW THE SUB-CAMP FOR THc. PAVN OFFICERS- THE SOURCE 
COULD NOT RECALL THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 



pp 


Q3 

SID NOT ENTER IT. THE PRISON COMMANDER* A MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY MAJOR DANS WAWNSI WAS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE OVER 
SO YEARS OF AGE- HE FREQUENTLY CANE TO VISIT THE COMMANDOS AND 
SPOKE OF EXPLOITS WHILE WITH THE VIET MINH PRIOR TO 115S, OFTEN 
QUOTING SAYINGS FROM THE CHINESE STYLE OF FORMER VIETNAMESE KNOWN 

AS "CHU NHO-" 

3 . THE CAMP IN WHICH THE COMMANDOS WERE HELD WAS A SQUARISH 

“COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY A 3-4 METER HIGH WHITEWASHED MASONARY WALL • 
THERE WERE RUSTIC WOODEN GUARD POSTS SET ON TOP OF THE WALL AND AT 
EACH WALL CORNER. EACH GUARD POST WAS ROOFED AND ENCLOSED BY A 
WAIST HIGH WALL OF THATCH- THE MAIN ENTRY WAY WAS THRU A 3-4 METER 
WIDE/SINGLE DOOR GATE SET IN THE CENTER OF THE ONE END OF THE CAMP- 
THE ENTRYWAY WAS ARCADED WITH A SMALL LOFT TYPE WORK AREA ABOVE THE 
GATE AND UNDER THE ARCADE- THERE WAS A SMALL WOODEN GUARD 
POST/OFFICE IMMEDIATELY ALONG THE WALL-. INSIDE THE FRONT GATE-. AND 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE LEFT OF THE FRONT GATE AS VIEWED FROM INSIDE THE 
CAMP- THE CAMP HAD TWO SEPARATE CONFINEMENT AREAS DESIGNATED AREAS 
"A" AND n B n - AREA "A" HAD THREE BUILDINGS USED TO DETAIN FEMALE 
INMATES -> LOW LEVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS -. AND COMMANDOS- AREA "B" 
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PP 


CONTAINED CRIMINALS AND THE CAMP DISPENSARY • THE TUO INNATE AREAS 
UERE DIVIDED BY A SOCCER FIELD UIITH AN ASSEMBLY HALL WITH 
THE CAMP KITCHEN TO THE REAR OF IT- THERE WERE WALLS RUNNING THE 
LENGTH OF THE CAMP IN FRONT OF AREAS n A" AND "B" AND DIVIDING THE 
INDIVIDUAL BARRACKS, AT LEAST IN AREA n A n - 

4 . WHILE AT HO CHEN PRISON THE COMMANDOS WERE CONFINED TO 

ONE HALF OF ONE BUILDING LOCATED IN THE FAR REAR CORNER OF AREA 
~n A rr-; T he REMAINDER OF THE BUILDING DAS USED TO DETAIN LOU LEVEL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE COMMANDOS UERE NOT INTERROGATED WHILE AT 
MO CHEN AND MERELY STAYED THERE DURING nt.3 WHILE AUAITING TRANSFER 
TO ANOTHER PRISON- THE COMMANDOS UERE USED TO PLANT AND HARVEST 
RICE IN PRISON CONTROLLED RICE FIELDS ADJACENT TO THEIR CAMP- 
THERE UAS NO BARBED UIRE NOTED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, NO TRENCHES OR GUN 
POSITIONS, NO PONDS, AND NO ELECTRICITY AT THE SUB-CAMP IN UHICH 
COMMANDOS UERE DETAINED • SEVERAL COMMANDO INMATES UERE TAKEN IN 
IHbB TO ASSIST CRIMINAL INMATES IN CONSTRUCTION OF A NEU DETENTION 
AREA AT THE BASE OF HILLS APPROXIMATELY 3 KILOMETERS DISTANT UHICH 
UAS RUMORED SEVERAL YEARS LATER TO BE USED TO DETAIN AMERICAN PILOT 
PUS. IVO-PU COMMENT: UNKNOUN TO TEAM n T AN BINH" AT THE TIME, 



OS 


pp 


photographs of each teah hehber here shohn to hewers of 

TEAn KlArMCL WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN JANUARY Mb2 DURING A 
SUPPLY DELIVERY MISSION IN (3UANG NINH PROVINCE • THIS PERMITTED THE 


SECURITY SERVICES TO ACCURATELY NAME AND OBTAIN THE COMPLETE 
BACKGROUNDS ON ALL MEMBERS OF TEAM AT MO CHEN • THIS 

INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY S d. A MEMBER OF TEAM 

CURRENTLY BEING INTERVIEWED BY DIA/VO-PWJ- 


5... THE COMMANDOS WERE OF THE OPINION THEIR IMPRISONMENT AT 

MO CHEN WAS A FIELD EXPEDIENT AS THEY WERE AMONG THE EARLIEST 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED AND THE PUBLIC SECURITY OFFICIALS WERE NOT YET 
PREPARED TO INTRODUCE THEM INTO THE GENERAL PRISON SYSTEM- ONLY 
ONE OTHER COMMANDO TEAM WAS REPORTEDLY HELD AT MO CHEN, THOUGH 
PERHAPS SEVERAL YEARS LATER- THAT WAS A COMMANDO TEAM DROPPED BY 
PARACHUTE INTO THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA AND INCLUDED COMMANDOS 


COMMENTS: INFORMATION ABOVE WAS PROVIDED BY FORMER 

VIETNAMESE BOATMEN, AND a) ^ MEMBERS OF BOAT 

SUPPORT TEAM MAnug, , CAPTURED IN MID-lTbS DURING AN ABORTIVE 
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MISSION WITH SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROGMEN AG AINST NORTH VIETNAMESE 

VESSELS ON THE SONG GIANG RIVER, flUANG BINH PROVINCE , NORTH VIETNAM • 
BOTH NAM.e_ AND OAtU. WERE IMPRISONED AT MO CHEN PRISON 

DURING DECEMBER 1RL2 - DECEMBER 1RL3. THEY CONTINUE TO UNDERGO 
INTERVIEWS BY DIA/VO-PW CONCERNING THEIR PERIOD OF IMPRISONMENT IN 
NORTH VIETNAM. THEIR DESCRIPTION OF MO CHEN PRISON CORRELATES TO 
THAT FACILITY AT BlORDaN/lOSBBBlE AND REFERRED TO DURING THE 
JIIEINAM CONFLICT AS THE XOM APLO Phi CAMP N-Sl- VO-PU IS ALSO 
INTERVIEWING UAHE A MEMBER OF THE SAME TEAM 

UHO WAS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW DETENTION 
FACILITIES REPORTEDLY USED LATER FOR CONFINEMENT OF U.S. PWS. 


COLL: NONE 

INSTRU : U.S- NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON-. JR 

APPR: FRANK J- CAPILLUPO-, COLi 


, SENIOR VC! DESK ANALYST -i V0-PW2 
USAFm CHIEF-. VO-PU 


EVAL: 


N/A 
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OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE 


THE OPERATION DESIGNED TO FORCIBLY RESCUE US PWs FROM 'THE 

SON TAY PRISONER OF WAR CAMP IN NORTH VIETNAM WAS FIRST 

PROPOSED IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR WHEN A REQUEST TO DETERMINE THE 

FEASIBILITY FOR JUST SUCH A CONCEPT WAS BRIEFED. IN JULY , 

THE CONCEPT WAS APPROVED WITH THE METHOD OF RECOVERY FOR SON 

TAY, AND A STAFF WAS ORGANIZED FROM THE SERVICES TO CONDUCT 

DETAILED PLANNING AND TRAINING. THE SERVICES WERE FURTHER 

DIRECTED TO PROVIDE THE RESOURCES WITH WHICH TO FORM A FORCE 

AND A TRAINING SITE WAS SELECTED. IN AUGUST, THE SECDEF WAS 

BRIEFED AND SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED A PROGRAM OF INTENSIVE 

TRAINING. AND REHEARSALS TO COMMENCE IN SEPTEMBER IN THE EVENT 

» 

AUTHORITY WAS RECEIVED FOR THE PROPOSED OPERATION TO TAKE PLACE. 

BY OCTOBER, THE CONCEPT HAD BEEN PROVEN IN TRAINING AND. THE JCS 
RECOMMENDED THAT THE MISSION- BE EXECUTED BETWEEN THE DATES OF 
20 AND 25 NOVEMBER. THE. PREFERRED DATE WAS DECLARED AS EARLY 
ON 22 NOVEMBER, SUNDAY MORNING, HANOI TIME. THE OPERATION HAD 
TO BE INITIATED ONE DAY EARLIER, THE- 21st, TO' AVOID PREDICTED 
WEATHER COMPLICATIONS. 

. OUR FORCES ARRIVED IN THE OBJECTIVE AREA BY AIR, PRECISELY 
ACCORDING TO PLAN FROM THAILAND OVER LAOS AND INTO NVN FROM THE 
WEST, AS INDICATED ON THIS SLIDE. A.C-130, FOR ESSENTIAL ENROUTE 
AND PINPOINT TERMINAL NAVIGATION, AND A-l AIRCRAFT DEPARTED 
THEIR BASES FOR A HELICOPTER REFUELING POINT NORTH OF THE 


PLAINE DES JARRES. 



• A SHORT TIME LATER, SIMILAR C-130 ALSO LAUNCHED, AND > 

! 

PROCEEDED TO THIS SAME RENDEZVOUS, 

THE ASSAULT FORCE HELICOPTERS, DEPARTED, JOINED THEIR RE- 
FUELING AIRCRAFT, AND COMPLETED REFUELING, AS PLANNED, ONE 
HOUR PRIOR TO ARRIVING AT THE SON TAY CAMP. 

THESE FORCES COMBINED AND FORMED 2 GROUPS, WITH THE LEAD 
C-130 AND THE H/Cs COMPRISING THE FIRST GROUP'- FOLLOWED IN 
10 MINUTES BY THE OTHER C-130 WITH 4 A-ls. 

THESE TWO FORMATIONS CROSSED HIGH POINTS ON THE ROUTE IN 
LAOS AT 2000 FEET. ABOVE GROUND LEVEL. THE FORCE DESCENDED TO 
1000 FEET AS IT MOVED INTO NORTH VIETNAM ABOUT 38 MINUTES PRIOR 
TO TOT. ' IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE NVN NW RADAR NETWORK DID NOT 
DETECT THE FORMATION ALL THE WAY TO THE OBJECTIVE. •• 

JUST PRIOR TO THE APPEARANCE OF THE FORCE FROM THE WEST, 
DIVERSIONARY PENETRATIONS BY NAVY AIR TOWARD THE COAST TRIGGERED 
A CONVENTIONAL AIR ATTACK RESPONSE BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

THUS, NVN RESOURCES AND ATTENTION WERE DIVERTED FROM THE RESCUE 
EFFORT. 

ADDITIONALLY, F-4s CYCLED INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA TO 
PERFORM MIG CAP ORBITS IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI. 

THE MISSION -COMMANDER, GENERAL MANOR, WAS AT A CONTROL , . 
CENTER LOCATED AT MONKEY MOUNTAIN NEAR DA NANG AND MONITORED 
DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY UNFOLDED AND DIRECTED THE FORCES ACCORDINGLY. 
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THE FORMATION APPROACHED THE CAMP AT LOW LEVEL. THERE 

T 

WERE EXCELLENT NAVIGATION FEATURES ALONG THE APPROACH ROUTE 
THAT WERE EASILY DISCERNIBLE BY THE CREWS. ASSAULT TACTICS 
COMMENCED WHEN FLARES WERE RELEASED DIRECTLY OVER THE PRISON. 

AFTER PASSING OVER THE PRISON/ SUPPORT AIRCRAFT DROPPED 
FIRE FIGHT SIMULATORS SOUTHEAST OF SON TAY CITY TO SPLIT AND 
DIVERT ATTENTION OF ENEMY FORCES BILLETED IN THE TOWN, THEN 
CONTINUED TO THE SOUTHWEST AND DROPPED TWO FIREBOMBS, MARKER 
FLARES, AND FIRE FIGHT SIMULATORS IN THE VICINITY OF AN 
AMMUNITION STORAGE AREA FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE TARGET. 

THE FIREBOMBS SERVED THE DUAL PURPOSE OF CREATING A DIVERSION 
AND PROVIDING A HIGHLY VISABLE ANCHOR POINT FOR COVER AIRCRAFT 

TO ORBIT. THIS ANCHOR WAS LOCATED AT THE MOST PROBABLE SOURCE 

" j 

OF ANY GROUND THREAT TO. THE PRISON OPERATIONS - NONE DEVELOPED 
IN THIS AREA. 

THE SON TAY PRISON CAMP IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 20 NM NW 
OF HANOI WELL AWAY FROM CIVILIAN HABITATION - IN RICE PADDIES . 
ABOUT ONE KM NW OF SON TAY CITY. -THE CAMP CONSISTED OF TWO 

l 

SEPARATE PORTIONS: 

(1) THE WALLED COMPOUND AND (2) AN ADMIN SUPPORT AREA OUT- 
SIDE THE WALL. OUR PWs WERE REPORTED TO BE HOUSED IN. THE FOUR 
LARGE BUILDINGS IN THE COMPOUND. THE WALL IS ABOUT SEVEN FEET IN 
HEIGHT AND HAD GUARD TOWERS ALONG THE WEST WALL. THE REMAINDER 
OF THE STRUCTURES WERE GUARD QUARTERS OR SUPPORT BUILDINGS. THERE 



" WERE INDICATIONS THAT APPROXIMATELY 70 PWs WERE HI THIN THE CAMP. 

i 

THE 6R0UND ATTACK FORCE .CONSISTED OF ABOUT 50 US ARMY- 
SPECIAL FORCES PERSONNEL COMMANDED BY COL ARTHUR D. SIMONS. 

THE ESSENTIALS OF THIS OPERATION WERE. SURPRISE, SPEED, AND 
SIMPLICITY. 

THE ATTACK STARTED WITH A HELIBORNE ASSAULT ON THE CAMP 
BY HELICOPTERS MAKING FLARE-LIGHTED WEST-SOUTHWEST FIRING 
APPROACHES. 

H-HOUR PUT THE LEAD HELICOPTER, ON THE GROUND IN THE 

COURTYARD OF THE COMPOUND.- THE ASSAULT GROUP ABOARD THIS' 

HELICOPTER, SECURED THE INSIDE OF THE COMPOUND AND THEN PROCEEDED 

TO DESIGNATED CELLBLOCKS. A SEARCH OF THE BUILDINGS CONFIRMED 

> 

THAT THE COMPOUND HAD IN FACT.jSEEN A PRISON BUT APPARENTLY HAD 
NOT BEEN USED FOR THIS PURPOSE RECENTLY. THERE WAS EVIDENCE 
THAT PORTIONS OF THE BUILDINGS WERE USED TO BILLET NVN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL. IT WAS NOTED .THAT THE YARD AREA WITHIN THE COMPOUND 
WAS BEING USED AS A GARDEN PLOT.' THE ASSAULT FORCE LEADER AND. 
HIS MEN WENT THROUGH EVERY BUILDING WITHIN THE' COMPOUND. HE ' 
STATED THAT THE BUILDINGS APPEARED NOT TO HAVE BEEN USED FOR 
THREE TO FOUR MONTHS. 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ASSAULT GROUP LANDED INSIDE OTHER 
HELICOPTERS LANDED OUTSIDE TO THE SOUTH OF THE COMPOUND AND 
MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY DURING A SWEEP OF THESE AREAS SOUTH 
AND EAST WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. 
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THE SEARCH OF SUPPORT BUILDINGS WAS HALTED BY THE GROUND 

* i 

FORCE COMMANDER UPON DETERMINATION THAT NO PWs WERE IN THE 
COMPOUND, THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE 180 METERS NORTHEAST OF THE COM- 
POUND WAS NOT DESTROYED AS SCHEDULED BECAUSE OF THE WITHDRAWAL 
UPON DETERMINATION THAT NO PWs WERE PRESENT, COLONEL SIMONS, 

TASK GROUP DEPUTY COMMANDER, DIRECTED THE EXTRACTION OF THE 
FORCE. PRIOR TO LEAVING THE OBJECTIVE AREA THE HELICOPTER IN 
THE COMPOUND WAS DESTROYED ACCORDING TO PLAN. A-l AIRCRAFT 
PROVIDED COVER WITH THE ONLY TARGETS ATTACKED BEING A FOOT BRIDGE SOUTH 
AND EAST OF THE OBJECTIVE AND THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE NORTHEAST OF THE 
OBJECTIVE AREA. THE FOOT BRIDGE WAS DESTROYED AND A TOTAL OF SIX 

STRAFFING PASSES WERE MADE ON THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE WITH MO RESULTS 

> 

OBSERVED. EXCEPT FOR SMALL ARMS FIRE COMING FROM THE VICINITY OF 
SON TAY CITY, NO FIRE WAS RECEIVED IN., THE OBJECTIVE AREA. AIR- 
CRAFT ORBITING IN THE MT BA VI AREA DID NOT ATTACK ENEMY TARGETS. 

THEY WERE ENGAGED BY ONE GUN POSITION BUT DID NOT COUNTER AS THE 
FIRE WAS INACCURATE. AIRCRAFT DROPPED UNUSED ORDNANCE ON THE 
OPEN HIGHWAY AND JETTISONED IN’ A LAKE TO LIGHTEN THE LOAD FOR' 

THE RETURN TRIP. 

.ALL SUPPORTING FORCES, TO INCLUDE THE NAVY DIVERSION \ 

ACCOMPLISHED THEIR MISSION AS SPECIFIED. . THE MIG CAP, SAM ; 

SUPPRESSION AIRCRAFT, AND NAVY DIVERSION FORCES WERE DETECTED - 
AND TRACKED AS THEY APPROACHED THE NVN DEFENSE BOUNDARY. THE 
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^NVN DEFENSES REACTED BY LAUNCHING MIG AIRCRAFT BUJ FAILED iTO 

i 

EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE ANY OF OUR FORCES. APPROXIMATELY TEN TO 
TWELVE MINUTES AFTER PENETRATION OF NVN DEFENSES, SA-2 MISSILES 
WERE LAUNCHED AGAINST THE SUPPRESSION' AIRCRAFT. IT APPEARS 
THAT AT LEAST TWO MAY HAVE BEEN FIRED AGAINST AIRCRAFT ORBIT- 
ING MT BA VI. TWO F-105s SUSTAINED DAMAGE FROM SA-2 MISSILES 
AND THE CREW OF ONE OF THESE AIRCRAFT WAS FORCED TO EJECT OVER 
LAOS. IT IS ESTIMATED A TOTAL OF 15 SA-2 MISSILES WERE FIRED. 

LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY WAS OBSERVED FIRING FROM POSITIONS 
SOUTHWEST AND NORTH OF THE OBJECTIVE. THIS FIRE WAS INACCURATE 
AND APPARENTLY NOT RADAR DIRECTED; THEREFORE, THESE GUNS WERE 
NOT ATTACKED. THE ENTIRE FORCE EGRESSED ACCORDING TO PLAN 
WITH HELICOPTERS IN THE FORCETPARTI CIPATING IN THE SAR EFFORT 
FOR RECOVERY OF THE DOWNED F-l05 CREW'. THIS CREW HAS BEEN 
RECOVERED AND IS REPORTED IN GOOD CONDITION. THERE WERE NO SERIOUS 
FRIENDLY CASUALTIES; ONE US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES MEMBER SUFFERED 
A SLIGHT WOUND BELIEVED TO BE CAUSED BY 'AN AK-47 ROUND, A'USAF 
HELICOPTER MECHANIC SUFFERED A BROKEN ANKLE. 

THE ENTIRE NAVY DIVERIONARY OPERATION, INCLUDING TIMING, WAS 
EXECUTED AS PLANNED. THREE SHRIKES WERE FIRED IN RESPONSE 
TO ABOUT 20 SAMs BEING LAUNCHED AGAINST THE DIVERSION AND A . . 

TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED NINETY FLARES WERE DROPPED. NO OTHER 


6 



ORDNANCE WAS EXPENDED IN THIS AREA, WEATHER INHHE HAIPHONG 

. j 

AND NORTHEASTERN NVN AREA WAS CLEAR WITH UNLIMITED VISIBILITY. 
LIGHTS FROM THE CITIES WERE CLEARLY VISIBLE, . NO OPERATIONAL 
FACILITIES WERE ENCOUNTERED AND ALL NAVY AIRCRAFT RECOVERED 
SAFELY ABOARD THEIR PARENT CVAs. 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0025 92. 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ******Vrfr****/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: * HR 6 024 0025 92/FORMF.R SON TAY POW 

CAMP. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI: 


911103. 



SOURCE: TWO MINISTRY 

OF THE. INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE THE CURRENT 
COMMANDER AND DEPUTY OF THE SON TAY FACILITY AND LIVE 
SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 

SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 

REPORT CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAY CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED OUT THEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 

ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 1. THE SON TAY PRISON WAS LOCATED IN 

SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST OF 
HANOI, VIC //UTMC00RDS--48QWJ5337/MAP SERIES L7014; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AMS 1967//. 

2 . IN 1979, THE SON TAY PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE 1 OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TIME, THE FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON. AS FAR AS THE FACILITY COMMANDER KNEW, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE 1973. IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE CAMP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20 OR 21 NOV 1971. 

THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE NO LONGER ANY PRISONS IN THE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3. THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE U.S. 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE CAMP OF A 30 - 40 FOOT BANK DOWN 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS), IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTH SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, MADE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT WAS THE OCCURRENCE OF A FLOOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). 

4 . ORIGINALLY, THE BUILDINGS ALL HAD RED TILE 
ROOFS. HOWEVER, THE TWO MAIN BUILDINGS, WHICH HAVE 
HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND BEEN CONVERTED 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN REROOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTHER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP THE DOORS TO THE INDIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE HINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL IN EVIDENCE, AS ARE THE 
AREAS .OF DARKER COLOR LEFT FROM WHITE WASHING OVER HIE 
NEW BRICK WORK WHERE THE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS TO MATCH THE SURROUNDING WALLS 



(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & II AND ENCL 2, PltQTOS 20 & 
21) AND THE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE METAL DOORS ON THE 
ENDS OF ^PHE BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5 fr THE 
FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN USE- FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
BUILDINGS A & E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4, 23, 24, 25, 26 & 
27). 

5 . ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE PRISON WALL ARE 

STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTHER TWO SIDES. MOST OF THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2, PHOTOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SMALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOTOS 10 & 13). THESE TWO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLLEY BALL COURT WHERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE F.NCI. 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . 


6 . IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH THIS 

INVESTIGATION THAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NATURE STILL HELD AT THE FORMER SON TAY PRISON. 

COMMENTS 


1 . SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED ALL 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. LSI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF THE CAMP REQUESTED. 

2 . DURING A CONVERSATION HELD WHILE DRINKING 
TEA IN THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, MR. HO XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COMMANDER FOR MRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN THE EVENING 
AFTER DUTY HOURS. THIS WAS THE FIRST THAT LSI HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO THIS FACILITY, SO ASKED MR. 
DINH ABOUT IT. MR. DICH REPLIED THAT MRS. BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON’ AND MAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. POW'S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURING HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAM. 

3 . THIS FACILITY WAS NOT ON LSl'S LIST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 
TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, LSI UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, WHICH IS ON THE LIST AND WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI DID NOT FIND OUT THE 
TRUTH UNTIL ARRIVAL AT SON TAY PRISON. WHEN ASKED WHY 
WE HAD* VISITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID THAT THE HANOI 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE THAT PRISON INVESTIGATED, BUT THIS COULD NOT BE 


HANOI OFWCE CHIEF COMMENTS: HANOI OFFICE CHIEF WAS 

NOT PRESENX-DURING THE INVESTIGATION. 


ADMIN 

PROJ: 6999-15. 

COLL: AC. 

INSTR: US: NO. 

PREP: TM-05. 

ENCL: 02 TO DIA/PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

1. SKETCH OF SON TAY PRISON CAMP WITH 
LOCATIONS AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, 1 PG, 1 CY 


2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 

CAMERA: NIKON N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOU 35-105, 
1:3.5 - 4.5 ZOOM LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35MM 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 

B. PHOTO 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CAMP 

C. PHOTO 3, GATE GUARD SHACK 

D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 

E. PHOTO 5, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
G-NOTE FORMER WALL USED TO BE WITHIN TWO METERS OF THE 
NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING 

F. PHOTO 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 


F 


H. PHOTO 8, FORMER PRISON KITCHEN 


J 


I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DESTROYED 


BUILDING AND WALL IN DISTANCE 

J. PHOTO 10, DESTROYED BUILDING, 
CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANCE 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 


WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WALT. 

M. PHOTO 13, REAR WALL WITH 
DESTROYED BUILDING L 

N. PHOTO- 14, GUARD TOWER WITH 
OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL NEAREST RIVER 

O. PHOTO 15, OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL 

P. PHOTO 16, VIEW DOWN 30 - 40 
FOOT RIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 

Q. PHOTO 17, OUTSIDE OF GUARD 
TOWER AND REAR WALL WITH PRISON BUILDING II IN DISTANCE 
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R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUtLIHNG II. 
NOTE HINGES FROM FORMER DOOR BETWEEN MR. DICH (WITH 
CAP) AND^WINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM 

_ S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUILDING G 

FROM PRISON BUILDING II 

T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 

U. PHOTO 21, PRISON BUILDING G 

V. PHOTO 22, PRISON BUILDING F 

W. PHOTO 23, FORMER CADRE MESS 

X. PHOTO 24, CADRE FAMILY QUARTERS 


Y. PHOTO 25, FORMER CISTERN D 

Z. PHOTO 26, FORMER CADRE KITCHEN 


C 


AA. PHOTO 27, HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING A, FROM FAMILY QUARTERS E 

BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 
WALL, CENTER OF PICTURE, SEEN BETWEEN PRISON BUILDINGS 
G & H 


ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (911103). 

DISSEM: ' FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 

POL, 

SA, DATLO , EX/ A, JCRC). 
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QUYET TIEN PRISON 
(AKA: CONG TROI)‘ 

LOCATION: 5.5 Kilometers from Chinese border, 11.7 kilometers North of Ha Giang town, 

Quan Ba district, Ha Giang Province now Ha Tuyen Province. 

(GEO 230044N/ 10457 14E; UTM 48QVL 955446) 

MAP REFERENCE: a- Series L701: Sheet: 5980II; Scale 1:50,000 

b- Series 1501; Sheet: NF 48-2; Scale: 1:250;000 


National-level^ Ministry of Interior prison, 'construction of facility known as 
Quyet Tien began as early as 1961 but was not completed and fully operational until 
1964. The main prison was enclosed by 3 meter-high walls. The interior was divided 
by walls into 8 areas of detention; 1 solitary confinement area, 1 work area, 1 medical/ 
mess area, and one central yard. Abutting the west wall was a minimum security 
detention area enclosed by a bamboo stockade fence. Prison administration and 
support facilities were located in an area about 200X300 meters in size adjacent to 
the south wall and main entrance of the prison. 

The majority of the inmates were prominent North Vietnamese political prisoners 
and criminals: However, the prison population included about 200 Republic of South 
Vietnam commandos captured while conducting missions in North Vietnam and Several 
Taiwanese commandos captured after landing by mistake in North Vietnam in the Mid '60s. 
Most of the Vietnamese and Taiwanese commandos were transferred to Pho Lu Prison and 
other facilities by late 1972 or early 1973. Some Vietnamese commandos were sub- 
sequently returned to this prison in mid-73 as punishment for protesting the fact they 
were not released "in accordance with Paris Peace Agreement • 

1976 several changes which suggested that the prison 

related functions of this facility were diminishing: The stockade fence around the minim 

security compound had been dismantled; and some structures in this compound had been 

dismantled. O oe actable exception was a laree foundation-being laid in the central 

r 


yard of the main prison. The building which was built there was typical of the large 
assembly-halls observed in other prison facilities. A change of function of this 
facility was indicated by the following: Newly completed agricultural irrigation syste 
that piped water from a stream about 1500 meters North of the prison, thru a gridwork 
of pipes and storage cisterns, to the fields East, South and West of the prison and 
administrative /support area; Buildings in the Admin/Support area replaced by a type 
of building and landscaping that analysts state is characteristic of 

Divisional Headquarters buildings for PAVN divisions. 1977 

continued to show at least a change of function for this facility by revealing 
that the thatch roof of the solitary confinement /disciplinary confinement building 
had been removed. The wall of one inner compound also appears to have been breached 
providing easy and direct access from the central court yard site of the Assembly-hall 
type building which dominates the central court yard. 
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Sources indicate that during 1978 PAVN had in operation a rear 

service food production base at this facility and prisoners were only brought in 
on a temporary basis for construction labor. Sources have stated that by August 1978 
all prisoners had been permenantly removed from this facility. By December 1981 

indicated that dismantling of the interior of the prison continued. Breaches 
in several interior walls were notes as well as all interior gates left open or taken 
off completly. The interior appeared to be abandoned, except for a few garden plots 
in the old labor area. The admin/support area, including tfcm £ large Headquarters 
type building, are well maintained, the grounds are well manicured, and there is 
extensive ciltivated fields in the irrigated land adjacent to the prison and admin/ 
support area. 


In s umma ry, Quyet Tien served as an HOI prison from 1964 until at least December 
1973. During the 26 month period prior to FEB 76, the prison facility deminished, 
an irrigation system was installed in the fields around the prison, and a possible 
Headquarters building was constructed in the admin/support area. The facility 
might have continued to serve as a prison — a IKi e t . -n f. Hi mi o.~Lsh in capacity, during 



this period; and prisone might have perfrfhned most of labor for the construction 
during this period. In light of source comment even temporary inmates her< 
for contraction labor could not have been Kept at this facility much beyond August 197* 
By 1981 Quyet Tien Prison had been abandoned, and the adjacent support area appears to 
Rave become at least a support Headquarters of the PAW 


division. 



PROJECT ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 


^IJpSep 81 Quyet Tien Detention Facility 

Ojrlfv existence of Quyet Tien detention camp described by HUMINT sources; and update 
JB- 50 data base regarding this possible detention facility. 


DATE IN 

18 Sep 81 

DUE DATE 

N/A 

PRIOR,TY N/A 

ORIGINATOR _ __ 

DIA/DI-7C 

CONTACT ~ 

AN 

TELEPHONE-NUMBER 

l>A-r/) 


BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 


RECEIVING OFFICE 


DUE DATE 



SUPPORT 


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1 Attached map Identffies neoaraphlc boundrles of the districts of Dong Van and 

Qaan 5a, Ha Giar.c (Prov), KYH. Tive HUMINT sources have claimed to have been detained 
P t hntei Tien camp for varying periods of time between 1958 and 1978. All 0 ; the 
-.irces describe the location as in Done Van District, although one of the five asserted 
...at the area is also called Quan 8a. 

reported unsuccessful efforts to identify the camp Di-/C is seeking better 

sketches and descriptive data for this came. 

. 

«? Analysis of HUMINT reports received to date suggests that these sources might 

bo describing physical facilities and historical events (e.g., July 16S bombing) 
relWsdd to the Coc Mi PW camp (AKA: Pho t.u Penal Institution), 

Attached is a cocy of surenaritadof wartime HIJMINT reporting re this facility. 

Request that you establish a file regarding Quyet Tien camp and cross reference 
it 6fc Coc Ml. We have detected slonesof deception in some of the HUMINT reporting 
associated with Quyet Tien camp. As we obtain more data from these sources reouest 
that you examine the possibility that Quyet tlen and Coc Mi arc? or are no*. Svj ^ a rate 
facilities. 


SIGNATURE 


AA / 


D1A Form 193 (4-63) 









PROJECT ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 


DATE 


3 Nov 81 


TIT ^ossible Prison - Ha Giang Province, NVN 


To identify a prison described by HUMINT sources as a detention camp for U.S. PWs 


date in 


3 Nov 81 


DUE DATE 

4 Nov 81 


PRIORITY 


1 


[originator 


CONTACT 


DIA/DI-7C 


BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 


RECEIVING OFFICE 


DUE DATE 


ACTION 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


[SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1 . Request search 


r A. . . 

the area of NVN, north of 22 40 N, east of 104 45E and west of 105 45E, and identify 
all possible walled detention facilities within this area. (Exclude the possible 
detention facility near Lang Dan, 2301 N/l 0458E , which is addressed by a separate ) 

2. Focus particular attention on the area within a 25 km radius of Dong 
Van Town, 2316N/10522E. 

3 . Several HUMINT sources have described a prison," which they call Quyet 
Tien, located in the search area described above. According to these sources the 
prison is a permanent installation with masonry walls (perimeter and interior) and 
masonry buildings. There are adjacent cadre housing and support area, including 
agricultural production areas. The inmate population is approximately 1000-2000, 
including 20-50 U.S. PWs. The prison is serviced by a vehicular road that links Ha 
Giang Town (2250N/1 0459E ) and Dong Van Town (2316N/10522E). 



PA F NUMBER 


DIA Form 193 (4-63) 


PROJECT ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 


DAT E 

3 November 1981 

PROBLEM 


f’oi-i ii (e I ^mfairv . I ba**. } A/KV 


To provide a historical analysis of a suspect detention installation near Lang Dan, 
NVN, vicinity 2301 00N, 1045800E. 


DATE IN 

3 Nov 81 


ORIGINATOR 


DIA/DI-7C 


BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 


OUE DATE . _ „ _ 

18 Nov 81 ^see para 4&5, 
be To 

CONTACT , 

ArtJ 

RECEIVING OFFICE 


PRIORITY 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


DUE DATE 


SUPPORT 


SUPPORT 


[SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 


Refs: a. 30 Oct 81 working meeting between Cpt McDonald (DB-5C) and AA 

(DI-7C) , subj : SAB. 

b. 2-3 Nov 81 phonecons between Mssrs McDonald & Siwik (DB-5C) and A-A 
subj: SAB. 

c-. 23 Apr 81 PAI , w/verbal amendments (see Enel 1). 

d. May 81. 

a Jul 81 . 


Jul 79 


1 Refs identified c>/vrv4 requirements regarding an installation 

which may correlated a facility described by several HUMINT sources as Quyet Tien 
Prison. Two of these sources asserted that 20-50 U.S. PWs were imprisoned at Quyet 
Tien from at least 1970 until at least 1976. 

2. Request search and analysis imagery dated after 1960 to 

answer the following requirements: 

a Confirm approximate date of construction of installation ef Lang Dan and 

its functional use prior to 1970. (Source stated Quyet Tien was built during the early 
’60s.) 

I SIGNATURE 


(Continued on page 2) 


PAF NUMBER 


DIA Form 193 (4-63) 


Continued from page 1 


b. Confirm the existence and describe the layout and functional 

use (noting significant changes) of the facility at the approximate 
intervals of 1970, '73, '75, '77, and *81. (See requirements at 3, 
below. ) 

c Assess the similarity, or dissimilarity, between source's 

description and sketch (e.g., entrance structure, nu mber -a pd distribution ^ 
of buildings and interior compounds, sat/ellite camps£) of Quyet Tien 
prison and:. 

- The Lang Dan installation, at each time interval noted above. 

- The Coc Mi installation, in 1966 and 1976 


d. Confirm the location of all above-ground masonry constructed 

water storage tanks or cisterns, if any, within the Lang Dan and Coc Mi 
installations. One source stated that he had been able to peer over the 
low wall surrounding the U.S. PW quarters (Point A on Enel. 2) by standing 
atop the masonry wall of a cistern in the upper-left quadrant (Point B 
on Enel. 2) of the Quyet Tien prison. According to this source, the 
cistern was used as a soaking taTc for bamboo rods that would be made 
into wicker material used to wea\/e baskets. The source would not estimate 
the size of the cistern. 

e Describe the location, layout and functional use of all possible 

detention facilities, if any, located within 25 km radius of the Lang Dan 
installation. (See Enel. 1.) 

f. Estimate the possibility that the Lang Dan installation is 

located adjacent to an agricultural production site. (One source asserted 
that Quyet Tien prison is adjacent to approximately 7000 acres of farmed 
land. ) 


3. Provide hand-annotated photos of the Lang Dan installation at each 
of the approximate dates noted in 2a and 2b, above. Request 1 each 20x24 
print, 5 each 10x12 prints, and one dup-positive for each interval. 


4. Upon completion of requirements in para 2 & 3, above, provide 
briefing board and annotated sketches in format to be coordinated between 
DB-5C and DI-7C analysts. 

5 . Request that following portions of above requirements be 
accomplished by COB 4 Nov 81: 

- Annotated photos dated in '70 (or earliest possible date thereafter). 

- Annotated photos dated in '77. 

- Annotated photos dated in '81. 

Interim narrative response to para 2c-2d, above. 
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Spt bldg '* y> • 

Spt bldg .y: v 

Spt bldg - ; ;.jr : 
Quarters <'V . -■•• 

Latrine ' 

Quarters- «_ 

Spt bldg V. ' • 

Spt bldg 

Pots detention bldg 

Post detention bldg 

Latrine 

Latrine 

Spt bldg 

Post detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Pots detention bldg 
Latrine 

Poss detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Spt bldg * 


12 x 10 


20 x IS 
10 x 8 
265 x 25 
10 x 8 
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130x30 
15x10 
35 x 20 
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18 x 6 
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50x20 
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115 x25 
25x15 
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Kitchen 
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60x25 
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25 x20 

25 

Messhell 



sect a s 

85 x 30 
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20 x 12 

26 

Latrine 

8x8 

27 

Poss detention bldg 

80 x 25 

28 f 29 

Poss detention bldgs 

105 x 25 

30 

Sec bldg & arcade entr 

35 x 15 

31 

Spt bldg 

15 x 12 

32.33 

Spt bldgs 

12 x 12 

34 

Poss detention bldg 

70 x 15 

35 

Latrine 

25 x 8 

36 

Poss detention bldg 

110 x 25 

37 

Poss detention bldg 

90 x 20 

38 

Poss detention bldg 

110x25 

39 

Latrine 

15 x 10 

40 

Spt bldg 

20 x 12 

41 

Latrine 

15x5 

42 

Poss detention bldg 

110x25 

43 

Latrine 

15 x 8 

44 

Poss detention bldg 

100 x 15 

45 

Poss detention bldg 

110 x 25 

46 

Latrine 

15 x 10 

47 

Sot bldg 
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Fila 



[Approval 



Per Cleaivtnca 

v • 


k s Requested 



For Con ci. lion 



Circolato * * ■ * 


For Your lr.fct mation 

i 


Comment - 


Investigate^ ; _ _ 


* zi 

Ct.?:r!ir.r/uon 

, i ._. .. „ 


Justify • ■ 



Irv! : ~!s 


0 r/id 




vote and Return _ 
Per Conversation 


Prepare^ Re p!y_ 
Sfe Me _ ______ 

Signature 


c* 5 -: ^ 

PflJit, ch{».!i-.r.t£ fx>.<. former SVA/ Cc~.ua { ls<tXs i--ro o -oia. 

U‘. c .;eJ? Area. A for sc.vensJL /cars jlrn. tc-Jc t<nZ . 

c*>\. • i - . «... 

/Vo/e rccwJ^i" fcki 4 0 "[£.e y /tno- O]: Sources a:;erk£ 
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f,, H /.li offer ;>r>icners . hkifUr 'tune toes b;J- ^ 
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FROM: (l Name, org. symbol, Agency /Pest) - 


Room No. — Bldg. 
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of Area. A C-tfe/ »ere not f arm. £*<4 to W ouA-i.A prison, 

waf/o) . Xn rr-<Xes itccXnseA! loicker r>-cejs^ o/e -■ fir S'n.-Zt ot*Ao&. 

tke f risen . 

/?£ XDisc-.fJtenry Cells: fU toAX ,ttase*ry buiMiy ,-ifL y 

ppflkzd ihudJch roof ( f> un rhedt) ov£r fL* IcruJ f!c~7 /r-.^yo* ry /x> 0 t. 

Tr. verier d folded t-zf* 7ft ret- for p>u»{sf of d^gm* 
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a 1 AJ»/< '/« «e S c Cjfi These. " sfU/^s m* J-LJU. roof «,;/L 

S&nu- op&n. Sidu . }rtoJt ejere. n err-. *X/y r> rc./soSi^J ox tk*. : 

• - ‘ ., / L r -' ti « kjL^eJ? fX . ' rtm^njLsfe <sU-l CxAe* oULt^uJo.-h^ . 

- Wtti zfa ToX-^XteJ, a^t i *. -bC U 4 .’. ■; 
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'ROUTING AND THAuSWnTAI. SUP' 

' O- oi'.ice 5y.vif>of, re ./in number, 
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‘~\'~Xen T. ■ * I 1 Filo • • ~T~ NotftJ»nd .netum_ 

.'.cvai~ _ _ For Clearance r ef C onyaggUon. 

As R'iSjULSted F o r_C°rrcctiori_ P.epsra Reply 

cfii'i.-ta For Your I r.fOM nation ,_Fea_Me _ ...... 

Iccm.v.cnt Investigate - - 

_ jceo,-dir.»tion 1 | Justify I 

r:;kap.ks ✓ __ / . , . 
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during period D?c iZ~ Dec 1 3 . This Is the ICrr.xj 
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door. o ren TrcU <^U Too <?«/* Ism.. 


o See sUick &r- do scrip ho^/idor. hbcaJi^ J 

5yOtC.‘i 'f/'C. A/lLAf tZ~%d bui fe£ S • 
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. : H:iS feb ff, r A 
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„ M~. l~jM.fi*, fjtmni** >T‘ !rM ‘ 

of Area- A. , , , 
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. fr—l'r' 

1 V » _ ■ »'..* \ AS 


lion 


Fite 

For Clearance^ 
For Correction 
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Justify 
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Date 
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Prepare Reply • *• 


See Me 
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COUNTRY 

SUUCCT 

SOURCE 


DATE Dtsn.19***** 1362 


Vietaaa/Talwmn 

Facilities and Inmates of the 
Camp, Ha Tuyen 
1*5-1*77.) 


Inmates of the Q^et Tien Reeducation 
Province / Soc^Lallat Ra p i ihiln of vlmtanam (DOT: 


From the debriefing of a refugee who was an inmate of 
Quyet Tien Reeducation Caap from 1965 to 1972 and again 
from 1973 to 1977* 



1* As of 1977 the Quyet Tien Reeducation Camp was located in Ba 
District, Ha Tu yen Province (formerly Ha Giang and Tuyen Quang 
Provinces), Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) . The prison was 
comprised of 11 buildings for inmates, an administrative building 
and a solitary conflnamant facility. The solitary confinement 
building was destroyed in 1973 following the signing of the Paris 
agraemant between the OCV and U.S. governments. The stone walls 
surrounding the prison were seven meters high and 0.70 meter* wide 
and armed guard posts were located at each corner. 

2. In 1977 there were about 350 political prisoners, 200 South 
Vietnamese Special Forces personnel, and a party of Taiwanese 
intelligence personnel who had been held since April 1967. Prominent 
among political prisoners and Catholic clergy were: 


A. Nguyen Huu ((Dang)), Ph.D. , former Chairman of the Dai 
Viet Party; 


B. 


C. 

imprisoned 


D. 


Vu Dinh ((Dich)), Dang's assistant; 

Ton That ((Tan)), Participant In the Viet Minh resistance 
since 194$; 

Monsignor Nguyen Van ((Vinh)) of the Hanoi Archdiocese; 


5669187 
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E. Oth«r Cttholic t>ri«sts including Fa * h ? rs . 
frn« Vlnh Phu Province, Nguyien Huu ((Bon)) fron Nghe 
((Due)) f to* Ho Tinh And (fnU) ((Khoi) fro* Hanoi. 0%! i?d £co«e 
wore VletnoMoe Communist Patty members and SRV cadre who had become 
dissatisfied and disenchanted with the Hanoi regime. 


« tw ffVanlV a aember of the Taiwanese intelligence teaa 

captured in Hong £ai, Quang >inh Province, in Noveaber 1963, **** .. 


c ffir>ii 


in November 1963, gave 
interned at Quyet* Tien 


the following noses o: ms w^*v**. „ r Tu 

Pri.on: Hoc A ((Tai)), Trinn A ((Sam)), Tre n V.n((Men), GiapTu 

e (rmm\ \ VooM A t(Uag))* Chi N hue ((Co)), Tu Chinn ((Hoc;) , injwng 
iaSli)), S ((teh)) , Wo Sg 'a ( (Sa m)) , Vuong Vien ((Quang)), Hoang 

Cia ( (Hoe) ) , Truong Laa ((Kim)i), Ly Van ((Kiet)), Bee Can ((Heo)) 
ond Luyen Chi ((Kien)). (Field comment: These naaes are 

Vietnaaixed phonetics. The debrief ee did not reaenber the naaes 
of the rest of the Taiwanese inmates.) 


4. Of the 200 Special Forces personnel interred at Quyet 
Tien Prison Iron 1965 to 1977, $0 died froa physical tOTture in 
solitary confinement or from physical exhaustion, diseases and 
malnutrition* Any inmate sent to solitary confinement did not 
expect to survive. Major (fnu) ((Sang)), the prison warden, was 
notoriously known among the inmates as " Bloodthirsty. . Sang." 


5. Quyet Tien Prison had a top secret building isolated from 
the rest of the camp known as M 0' # Zone (khu OJ^where about SO 
inmates *wsre interned under the most stringent security conditions, , 
according to a guard tasked with bringing food daily to the compound. 
Other inmates were warned they would receive an instant death penalty 
if they tried to acquire information on M 0" Zone inmates. At 1800 
hours every Saturday ,i "0 W Zone inmates were taken to the community 
shower room to clean themselves. During this time all other inaates 
were confined to their quarters and were instructed to close all doors 
and windows and cover them with blankets. Guards were posted outside 
every barracks to make sure there was no attempt t6 look at "0" 

Zone inmates. j 
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DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
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SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

Oflba/VO-PW 

SERIAL: HR b-0m-0DlE-67 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM CVM> 

SUBJ: IIR b-QlM-001E-fl7 $ C. 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 

DOI : 670300 CRO> 
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SOURCE : A VIETNAMESE RESIDENT OF HOLLAND • 5 ' c - 

UHOSE REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: 55^- IS A FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDO WHO WAS AN 

ACTIVE INFORMANT IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM UNTIL HIS 
FLIGHT TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA BEFORE JANUARY 
TEXT: 


lm ssc WAS ONE OF A GROUP OF TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 

CAPTURED BY VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES IN 1^2. THE GROUP OF 
APPROXIMATELY 2S-3D COMMANDOS WAS CAPTURED WHILE LANDING FROM THEIR 
INFILTRATION TRAWLER ALONG THE COAST OF (JUANG NINH PROVINCE IN 
NORTHEASTERN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE GROUP INTENDED TO LAND IN THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA CPRO BUT INADVERTANTLY LANDED IN 

NORTHERN VIETNAM WHERE THEY WERE CAPTURED. 

SSC DAS ONE OF SEVERAL TAIWANESE COMMANDOS WHO WERE 

USED BY NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON STAFF AS ACTIVE INFORMANTS 
AGAINST OTHER PRISONERS. THIS INFORMATION CAME FROM OTHER 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS HELD WITH WHO CAUTIONED OTHER 

PRISONERS TO BE ON THEIR GUARD BECAUSE S Sc- WAS AN ACTIVE 


INFORMANT. 
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3> UAS INITIALLY HELD IN QUANG NINH PROVINCE AFTER 

CAPTURE AND UOULD HAVE UNDERGONE INTERROGATION BY BOTH THE 
VIETNAMESE AND PRC SECURITY SERVICES. FROM THE MID-nbO's UNTIL 
n?E HE UAS TOGETHER UITH OTHER TAIUANESE COMMANDOS IN A SEPARATE 
BARRACKS AT THE QUYET TIEN NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN HA GIANG 
PROVINCE ALONG THE VN/PRC BORDER. HE UAS BELIEVED TRANSFERRED TO 
TAN LAP PRISON CIRCA 1^72 AND UAS PAROLED AS A STATE LABORER IN 
UNDER THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM -CSRVI MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR'S SPECIAL AMNESTY DECREE -CLENH DAC XA>. HE UAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSFERRED TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 -CAKA LAO CAI 
PRISON i AKA PHO LU PRISON! NEAR LAO CAI CITY IN HA TUYEN PROVINCE 
UHERE HE UAS PLACED UITH OTHER PAROLEES IN THE SPECIAL PAROLEE CAMP 
KNOUN AS THE HONG THANG UORKSITE. UHILE AT THE HONG THANG UORKSITE 
HE MAY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED DUTIES UITH THE TEA PRODUCTION UNIT. 
SOURCE BELIEVES bJAS ONE OF APPROXIMATELY 7-fi TAIUANESE 

COMMANDOS UHO FLED TO THE PRC CIRCA JAN 7T DURING AN ESCAPE FROM 
THE PRISON UNDER THE AUSPICES OF LY CA XA •. A MINORITY LEADER UHO 

HAD BEEN IMPRISONED SINCE THE EARLY 1UDS. ^ SO HAS N0T BEEN 
SEEN OR HEARD OF BY FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS SINCE THAT 


DATE. {SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE PRECISE DATE FLED 

CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 BUT KNEW HE WAS NOT THERE AS OF FEB 71 BUT WAS 

THERE THRU THE END OF n?7.> 

M. SOURCE LIAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE POSSIBILITY 

COULD HAVE FIRST FLED TO THE PRC AND THEN RESETTLED IN FRANCE. 

SOURCE i A FORMER INMATE OF THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM 
FOR 15 YEARS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH MANY OF THE TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 
WHILE IN PRISON •» EXPRESSED SHOCK ANY FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 
WOULD EVER WILLINGLY NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. WHILE IN PRISON THE 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS ALL SPOKE OF WANTING TO RETURN SOME DAY TO 
TAIWAN. IN THE CASE OF S5C SOURCE EXPRESSED HIS PRIVATE 
gkLlEF ^5* MIGHT NOT WANT TO RETURN TO TAIWAN AND POSSIBLY 

FACE IMPRISONMENT IN VIEW OF HAVING SERVED AS AN INFORMANT ON OTHER 
TAIWANESE WHILE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. WHAT 
REMAINED UNCLEAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HOW COULD HAVE 

DEPARTED THE PRC AND GONE TO FRANCE. 

VO-PW COMMENT: 1. THE USDAO PARIS RECENTLY RECEIVED 

INFORMATION FROM A <***- CURRENTLY RESIDING IN FRANCE WHICH 

HE REPORTEDLY RECEIVED FROM HIS BROTHER IN HO CHI MINH CITY-% 
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VIETNAM . COMPLETE DETAILS ARE CONTAINED IN USDAO PARIS HR b fi32 
043A 8b. IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF MR. 

Kjfimn^ NOW DECEASED. Sc STATED HE IS A FORMER RVN 

OFFICER AND WAS IN VARIOUS CAMPS IN THAILAND DURING H71-B3. 

5t>c SPECIFIC INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE IS THE 
REPORTED RECOVERY OF SKELETAL REMAINS OF AN AMERICAN-. TOGETHER WITH 
DOG TAGS -i IDENTIFIED AS JOSEPH BORS. 

2. DIA/VO-PW IN DIA/DI-EB MSG 012337Z JUL 82 IDENTIFIED 

ACCORDING TO AS A FORMER TAIWANESE 

COMMANDO IMPRISONED WITH ^ IN NORTH VIETNAM UNTIL 1177 WHEN HE 
FLED FIRST TO THE PRC AND THEN TO HONG KONG IN 1182. 

ORIGINALLY SURFACED IN 1182 CLAIMING TO HAVE BEEN HELD TOGETHER 
WITH APPROXIMATELY SO U.S. PWS AT (2UYET TIEN PRISON IN THE 1170S. 
tfMJOU OFFERED AT THE TIME TO PUT DIA IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER 

FORMER COMMANDO A/zW/c, THEN IN H0NG K0NG ANI> LATER 

MOVED TO ENGLAND i AS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO COULD SUBSTANTIATE HIS 

CLAIM. 

3. REPORTED DETENTION WITH U.S. PWS HAS BEEN REFUTED 

BY SEVERAL DOZEN FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS HELD AT 
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flUYET TIEN PRISON DURING THE TIRE HADE HIS REPORTED 

SIGHTING. FURTHER, HAS BEEN REPORTED BY THESE 

SAME PRISONERS AND OTHER FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS UNDER 
REEDUCATION IN NORTHERN VIETNAM TO HAVE BEEN AN INMATE AT THANH 
PHONG PRISON IN EARLY 118QS AND LASTLY BELIEVED STILL ALIVE AT 
CENTRAL PRISON NR 3, TAN KY DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE, SINCE 
1HSN. THIS PRECLUDES HIS HAVING BEEN IN HONG KONG IN 1182. 

H. THE NAME JOSEPH BORS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SURFACED IN DOG TAG 
REPORTING FROM FORMER RESIDENTS OF SOUTHERN VIETNAM. HIS NAME IS 
LINKED TO A GROUP OF DOG TAGS IDENTIFIED BY A RECENT SOURCE AS 
ASSOCIATED WITH SRV MINISTRY OF INTERIOR CMOI> ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO AGENT DISPATCH THRU THE ODP SYSTEH. 

S. IN THE FALL OF llflb, VO-PU RECEIVED A REPORT FROM A U.S. 

CITIZEN THAT USAF MAJ JOSEPH BORS, UNACCOUNTED FOR SINCE APRIL 11L8 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM, NAS ALIVE AND IN THE CUSTODY OF GOLDEN TRIANGLE 
OPIUM WARLORD KHUM SA. IN THE COURSE OF INVESTIGATING THIS REPORT, 
VO-PW INTERVIEWED A TAIWANESE CITIZEN </***/£- , 

M/rnr^ had been imprisoned by the Vietnamese communists 

FROM /VAM 61 WHO APPARENTLY PROVIDED 



07 


PP 


THE INFORMATION ON JOSEPH BORS TO THE U.S. CITIZEN, CLAIMED THAT 
HIS INFORMATION HAD COME FROM ONE IN PARIS. PROVIDED 

VO-PU ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER*, THEY ARE THE SAME AS THE 

ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER IN OUR FILES FOR A/M**' 

SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND MISSION IN FRANCE ARE 

UNCLEAR. IF HE IS THE SAME q/A AS IDENTIFIED BY 

THEN IT APPEARS HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO PROVIDE A BOGUS BACKGROUND. 

UHAT IS MORE CURIOUS, PARTICULARLY IF HE IS THE MM*- A FORMER 

TAIWANESE COMMANDO, IS WHY AFTER HAVING SOMEHOW DEPARTED THE PRC HE 
DID NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. DIA/VO-PW BELEIVES /v7/W«- UILL 

BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN THE PW/MIA IN THE FUTURE AND WE CAN 
ANTICIPATE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM HIM ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

PW/MIA ISSUE. 

7. DIA/VO-PW HAS RECEIVED REPORTING ASSOCIATED WITH INDIVIDUALS 
WITH CLEAR OR SUSPECTED TIES TO THE SRV MOI WHO FIRST FLED TO CHINA 
AND WERE LATER IDENTIFIED AS HAVING LEFT THE PRC. AT LEAST TWO 
INDIVIDUALS, BOTH CLAIMING PW/MIA INFORMATION, WERE RESCUED ON THE 
HIGH SEAS BY FOREIGN FLAG VESSELS AFTER DEPARTING THE PRC BY BOAT. 
ONE INDIVIDUAL TRANSITED THE BATAAN REFUGEE CAMP, PHILIPPINES, WAS 
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RESETTLED IN FRANCE, AND IS LINKED TO A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT BY AN 
INDIVIDUAL SUSPECTED OF BEING A FOREIGN AGENT OF ATTEMPTING TO 
CONTACT SEVERAL FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN THE U.S. IN 
THE CASE OF THE TWO INDIVIDUALS DESCIRIBED ABOVE, DIA/VO-PU IS OF 
THE VIEW THE TWO INDIVIDUALS STILL HAVE TIES TO THE SRV MOI AND 
THEIR DEPARTURE FROM THE PRC MAY HAVE BEEN A PRC ACTION TO RID 
THEMSELVES OF UNDESIRABLES* DEPARTURE MAY BE. IN 

THE SAME VEIN. 


INSTRU: U.S. 

PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, V0-PW2 

APPR: COL K. M. GAINES, USAF , VO-PU, CHIEF 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL : N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW/ / 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON* BANGKOK TH 

USCINCP AC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J3b/ J233// 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE HD- 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 



00L.7/V0-PW 

SERIAL: b-014-007b-Bb 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY VIETNAM -CVMI 

SUBJ: HR b-014-007b-6b/(2UYET TIEN PRISON 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY 

DOI : 6b040b CRO> 


EVALUATED INTEL 


SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT ^ 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE • 


WHO HAS BEEN A 


DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-2B/DB-2C 


S 


T0URIS0N/V0-PW/XS0501/CMF 
COL F . J - CAPILLUPO -.USAF -.VO-PW-.CHF 
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SUMMARY: SOURCE DESCRIBES THE LATE 117b VISIT BY AN 

ENTERTAINMENT UNIT TO (2UYET TIEN PRISON- 

TEXT: 

1. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN (3UYET TIEN PRISON FROM MID-n?3 

UNTIL TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMAMNDOS TO TUYEN (3UANG PRISON IN 
APRIL n?7- IN LATE n?b THE PRISON WAS VISITED BY A NATIONAL LEVEL 
ENTERTAINMENT TROUPE CALLED THE "CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP" HDOAN 
VAN CONG TRUNG UONGI- THIS WAS NOT THE ACTUAL NAME OF THE GROUP BUT 
WAS A DESCRIPTION OF THEIR FUNCTION AND AN IDENTIFICATION THAT IT 
WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL GROUP- PRISON INMATES CIRCULATED A RUMOR THE 
TROUPE VISITED flUYET TIEN PRIMARILY TO PERFORM FOR THE PRISON STAFF i 
HOWEVER -i WHILE AT (2UYET TIEN THEY ALSO PERFORMED FOR PRISON INMATES- 
2 . THE TROUPE STAYED AT (2UYET TIEN PRISON FOR TWO DAYS- THE 

TROUP REPORTEDLY ARRIVED AT AND DEPARTED FROM (2UYET TIEN BY TRUCK- 
ON THE FIRST DAY THE TROUPE PERFORMED FOR PRISON STAFF- SOME 
PRISONERS PROBABLY ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE FOR THE PRISON STAFF BUT 
SOURCE WAS NOT INVITED TO THIS PERFORMANCE- ON THE SECOND DAY THE 
TROUPE VISITED THE PRISON PROPER AND ALL INMATES WERE "ENCOURAGED" 

BY PRISON STAFF TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY THE TROUPE 
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INSIDE THE PRISON. MANY INMATES ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE BUT SOME 
DID NOT ATTEND AND REMAINED INSIDE THEIR BARRACKS- THE TROUPE 
NUMBERED 1S-20 MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMERS WHO SANG-. PLAYED MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS-. AND PERFORMED SKITS IN A PROGRAM WHICH BEGAN AT 
APPROXIMATELY 2000 HOURS AND CONCLUDED AT APPROXIMATELY 2200 HOURS- 
SOURCE ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE BUT HAS NO STRONG RECOLLECTIONS OF 
EITHER THE PERFORMERS OR THEIR SEQUENCE OF PRESENTATION - 
3. AS OF LATE lT?b THE INMATE POPULATION OF (JUYET TIEN PRISON 

WAS APPROXIMATELY SDQ PERSONS-, OF THIS NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 1QD WERE 
FORMER COMMANDOS-, THE REMAINDER WERE BELIEVED TO BE PRIMARILY 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. SOURCE STATED HE WAS INCARCERATED AT flUYET 
TIEN DURING 1T73-77 AND ON ONLY ONE OCCASION-, THAT CIRCA FEB 7b-> WAS 
HE EVER ABLE TO GO OUTSIDE THE PRISON COMPOUND- FURTHERMORE -. SOURCE 
WAS OFTEN IMPRISONED IN THE DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS AND HAD LITTLE 
CONTACT WITH OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS IMPRISONED 
IN (2UYET TIEN PRISON AREA "0". FOR THIS REASON HE ONLY HAD A ROUGH 
ESTIMATE OF THE PRISON POPULATION GAINED FROM COMMENTS MADE FROM 
OTHER COMMANDO INMATES- 

M. ON THE EVENING OF THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE A 


large number of prison inmates attended, based on remarks made to 

SOURCE BY THOSE UHO ACTUALLY DID ATTEND • NONE MADE ANY REFERENCE TO 

anyone in attendance other than inmate, entertainment group 

PERFORMERS, AND CAMP STAFF. SOURCE UAS OF THE OPINION THAT HAD ANY 
U.S. PUS OR OTHER UNUSUAL PERSONS BEEN PRESENT, HE UOULD CERTAINLY 
HAVE HEARD ABOUT THEM FROM THOSE UITH UHOM HE SPOKE UHO ATTENDED THE 

PERFORMANCE. 

THE PRISON INMATE POPULATION IN LATE UAS DRESSED IN THE 

STANDARD BLUE/GRAY COLORED PRISON GARB MANUFACTURED BY THE INMATES 
AT (2UYET TIEN PRISON. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES AT (2UYET TIEN DID 
APPEAR FROM TIME-TO-TIME IN THE OBSOLETE STRIPED PRISON GARB, 
LEFTOVER FROM THE TIME IN THE MtOS UHEN STRIPED PRISON GARB UAS 
STANDARD IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM- SOURCE, HAVING 
NOT ATTENDED THE EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE, UAS 
UNABLE TO COMMENT UHETHER ANYONE THERE HAD OR HAD NOT UORN SUCH GARB 
BUT HE REMARKED HE UOULDN'T HAVE BEEN THE LEAST BIT SURPRISED IF ANY 
HAD UORN SUCH GARB- THE REASON UHY SUCH OBSOLETE PRISON GARB UAS 
STILL IN THE HANDS OF INMATES UAS SIMPLY THAT THE PRISON CLOTHING 
UORE OUT AND THE PRISONERS UERE LIMITED TO TUO SETS OF CLOTHING PER 
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YEAR. THE COMMANDOS HAD NO F AfllLY MEMBERS WHO COULD PROVIDE THEN 
WITH CLOTHING, AND AS SUCH THEY TENDED TO SAVE ANYTHING, EVEN 
OBSOLETE PRISON CLOTHING- THE POLITICAL AND CRIMINAL PRISONERS ON 
THE OTHER HAND OFTEN HAD A STRANGE MIXTURE OF CLOTHING BECAUSE THE 
FAMILIES OF THESE PRISONERS, RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN VIETNAM, UOULD 
PROVIDE THEIR RELATIVES IN PRISON WITH CIVILIAN CLOTHING FROM TIME 
TO TIME UHICH PRISON STAFF UOULD OVERSTAMP UITH THE STANDARD "CT n OR 
n CAI TAO" AND THE INDIVDIUAL'S INMATE NUMBER- THE COMMANDOS HAD NO 
SUCH INDIVIDUALS UHO COULD PROVIDE THEM EXTRA CLOTHING- 
b- SOURCE HAD NO KNOULEDGE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRAL 

ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PRIOR TO OR AFTER THEIR PERFORMANCE AT (2UYET 
TIEN PRISON. HE DID RECALL HEARING THE CRIMINAL INMATES UITH UHOM 
HE HAD BRIEF CONTACT REMARK THAT CERTAIN PERFORMERS THAT EVENING 
WERE UELL KNOUN THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM- 

COMMENTS: SOURCE IS A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COMMANDO, CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN MID-lHb? , AND RELEASED FROM 
PRISON IN MID-1HAB - HE ARRIVED IN THE U-S- IN EARLY IHflM AND 
CONTINUES TO UNDERGO DEBRIEFING BY VO-PU- 
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INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON, JR • , SENIOR VII DESK ANALYST-. VO-PUE 

APPR : FRANK J. CAPILLUPO, COL, USAF , CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL : N/A 

DISSEtl : NONE 

WARNING : N/A 
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MSGNO 234 (PCXX) *04/23/87* *20:06:10:5.0* 

ZCZC 01 :04:42Z (PC) 

EMI DTG : 87042319214606 

PTTSZYUW RUEKJCS4298 1132230 RUEALGX . 

P 232230Z APR 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 
P 221625Z APR 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW/ / 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

BT 
EZ1 : 

EZ2: 

0516/V0-PW 

SERIAL: IIR-6-0 14-0003-87 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: HR 6-014-0003-87/PRISONS AND PRISON INMATE PERSONALITIES 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI : 861200 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT =>c_ WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

1. A DIA VO- PW ANALYST INTERVIEWED sc. TO OBTAIN 

ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING PLACES AND LOCATIONS PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED DURING A 1 JULY 1985 EVENING TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW WITH 
FOLLOWING ARE THE RESULTS: 

A. WORKSITE 45A (CONG TRUONG 45A). INMATES FROM QUYET TIEN PRISON 
WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 FOR PRE-PW RELEASE 
ORIENTATION MENTIONED THE USE OF THE PHRASE "CONG TRUONG 45A". 

THEY SAID IT WAS USED AS A MAIL CORRESPONDENCE COVER DESIGNATOR FOR 
QUYET TIEN PRISONERS WHO WROTE TO RELATIVES IN NVN. 

B. VINH TIEN PRISON. VINH TIEN PRISON , ACCORDING TO INMATES FROM 
QUYET TIEN, WAS AN MOI NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF QUYET TIEN PRISON. SOME SVN COMMANDOS HELD AT QUYET 
TIEN PRISON HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED THERE FOR A PERIOD OF TIME AND 
THEN RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN CIRCA 1970-71. 

C. ONLY ONE COMMANDO HELD AT QUYET TIEN, NGUYEN DUY KHOAN, A 
MEMBER OF TEAM "HADLEY", WAS KNOWN TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE FROM 
QUYET TIEN. KHOAN FLED QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978 AND WAS RECAPTURED 
AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS OF FREEDOM. HE HAD OBTAINED A HAND-MADE 
MAP OF THE AREA DISCARDED BY A CAMP CADRE AND HAD MEMORIZED THE 
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ROUTE TO BE USED TO FLEE TO THE PRO. AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS' 
FREEDOM HE STUMBLED INTO A CAMP CADRE WHILE MOVING ALONG A TRAIL 
SOME SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE CAMP. HE WAS CAPTURED BY THE CADRE 
AND RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN WHERE HE WAS BEATEN AND LATER SHACKLED. 
SOURCE SPOKE WITH KHOAN CONCERNING THE INCIDENT AND KHOAN MADE NO 
MENTION OF ANYTHING UNUSUAL HAVING BEEN SEEN DURING HIS SEVERAL 
HOURS FREEDOM. SOURCE BELIEVED KHOAN WOULD HAVE TOLD HIM IF HE HAD 
SEEN ANY U.S. PWS DURING HIS ESCAPE. THERE WERE OTHER ESCAPE 
ATTEMPTS AT QUYET TIEN BUT ONLY BY CRIMINAL INMATES. ONE INMATE, . 

AN ETHNIC MEO, FLED SUCCESSFULLY IN 1977 AND WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
REACHED THE PRC. IN ANOTHER ESCAPE, DATE NOT RECALLED, THREE 
INMATES SUCCESSFULLY FLED AND DID NOT RETURN. AN AFROASIAN, LONG, 
ESCAPED ONCE, DATE UNRECALLED, AND WAS CAPTURED IN THE DELTA 
LOWLANDS SOME CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY. LONG HELD THE CAMP 
RECORD OF HAVING FLED THE LONGEST DISTANCE INSIDE NVN PRIOR TO 
RECAPTURE. AFTER BEING RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN, LONG WAS SHOT IN 
THE THIGH BY ASPIRANT KIM, MOI LIAISON OFFICER TO QUYET TIEN FOR 
COMMANDO PRISONERS AND CONCURRENTLY A CAMP DUTY OFFICER. THE 
SHOOTING INCIDENT 

CAUSED LONG TO WALK WITH A PERMANENT LIMP AFTERWARDS. KIM WAS 
LATER PROMOTED TO SR. LT. AND WAS THE DEPUTY WARDEN AT TUYEN QUANG. 
SOURCE WAS ALSO PRESENT AT ONE UNSUCCESSFUL ESCAPE ATTEMPT IN 1977 
WHEN THREE CRIMINALS AT QUYET TIEN WERE ARRANGING THEIR ESCAPE. 

ONE CRIMINAL INMATE HAD HIDDEN HIMSELF IN THE COMMANDO LATRINE AT 
NIGHT WITH THE LIGHT OFF. NGUYEN TAM, A COMMANDO, ENTERED THE 
LATRINE PRIOR TO SOURCE AND FOUND THE CRIMINAL HIDING THERE. HE 
IMMEDIATELY REPORTED THE INCIDENT TO HA VAN SON, HIS SECTION CHIEF, 

A FORMER "MIKE FORCE" COMMANDO. SON QUICKLY REPORTED THEIR "FIND" 

TO CAMP GUARDS. SON ALSO IMPLICATED SOURCE AS KNOWING OF THE 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT AND NOT REPORTING IT. SOURCE DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE 
AND WASN'T BEATEN OR SHACKLED. CAMP CADRE REWARDED SON AND TAM 
WITH 15 DONG REWARD PER PERSON. 

D. POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED NGUYEN VAN GOM. SOURCE NEVER HEARD 
ANY REFERENCE TO A PERSON BY THIS NAME AT PHO LU OR PHONG QUANG. 

E. LE VAN BUOI . SOURCE MET BUOI AT K3/PH0 LU IN 1972 WHILE 
UNDERGOING PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION. HE ALSO FOUND A CRUMPLED 
SCRAP OF PAPER WITH THE PHRASE "LE VAN BUOI - PHONG TICH" (LE VAN 
BUIO - TO BE RELEASED WHILE REPAIRING FURNITURE AT THE CAMP 
OFFICE). HE NEVER SAW BUIO AFTER DEPARTING K3 TO RETURN TO K1 AND 
ASSUMED BUIO HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON. 

F. LUU NGHIA LUONG. A FORMER "MIKE FORCE" COMMANDO WHO FIRST 
APPEARED AT PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 TO UNDERGO PRE-PW RELEASE 
INDOCTRINATION. HE WAS LATER TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMMANDOS THRU 
QUYET TIEN, TUYEN QUANG, CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5, AND K1 /THANH PHONG. 

HE WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN MID- 1982. 

G. PHAN THANH VAN. VAN WAS THE PILOT OF A C-47 SHOT DOWN OVER NVN 
IN THE EARLY 1960S. SOURCE HEARD REFERENCE TO HIM WHILE IN NVN 
PRISONS BUT NEVER MET HIM. RVNAF PRISONERS AT THANH PHONG PRISON 

IN 1980-82 SAID VAN HAD BEEN RELEASED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, 
RETURNED TO SVN, AND LATER MOVED TO FRANCE. 

H. NGUYEN CAO SON. ONE OF THREE PAROLEES AT HONG THANG RETURNED 
TO PRISON FOR VIOLATION OF CAMP REGULATIONS. OTHERS RETURNED WITH 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC/ /VO— PU// 


CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J3L/ J233// 


Lb71/V0-PW 

SERIAL: 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: 

SUB J : HR 

WARNING: 


SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//0 ASD-IS A/P W-MIA// 


b-014-0130-6b 



VIETNAM -CVM> 

b-014-0130-6b/REP0RT OF INTERVIEW 

THIS IS AN INFO REPORT i NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 


DOI". fibl003 -CROI 


SOURCE: 


FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO 6C 


WHOSE 


DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-2D/DB-2C 


S-T0URIS0N/V0-PW/X4 4706/CMF^p^ 


COL K - M -GAINES -iUSAF -.VO-PW-iCHF 



oa 


pp 


reliability has not been established- 

SUMMARY: REPORT Of INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN JANUARY nbS DESCRIBING HIS 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE , PRISON CHRONOLOGY, TEAM COMPOSITION s AND 
RECRUITMENT OF HIS TEAM'S RADIO OPERATORS BY NORTH VIETNAMESE 
INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES- 
TEXT: 

SOURCE IDENTIFICATION AND BACKGROUND- 

T _ A NATIVE OF 

A- SOURCE IS 

NORTH VIETNAM- HE JOINED THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL 
DIRECTORATE IN nb3 AND UNDERWENT COMMANDO TRAINING AS A DEMOLITIONS 
SPECIALIST AT THE LONG THANH TRAINING CENTER, LONG KHANH PROVINCE- 
HE WAS INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO COMMANDO TEAM "EPI" PRIOR TO PLANNED 
DEPLOYMENT WITH COMMANDO TEAM "SCORPION" BUT HAD TO WITHDRAW DUE TO 
A TRAINING INJURY- HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ASSIGNED TO AUGMENTATION 
TEAM "G" WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WAS THE IbTH AND LAST DROP TO COMMANDO 
TEAM "REMUS" OPERATING IN DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT, LAI CHAU PROVINCE- 
TEAM "REMUS" WAS DEPLOYED TO THIS AREA IN l^bE AND HAD BEEN 
RESUPPLIED ON A FREQUENT BASIS UNTIL SOURCE'S DEPLOYMENT ON El 
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JANUARY MbS. WHEN ASSIGNED TO TEAM "EPI" FOR TRAINING i SOURCE 
UNDERWENT TRAINING WITH FELLOW DEMOLITIONS SPECIALIST DANG CONG 
TRINH. HIS TEAM COMMANDER WAS PHAM (2UANG TINHi THE DEPUTY BUI VAN 
DOAN. SOURCE AND ONE OTHER {TANG VAN LEI WERE NOT DISPATCHED WITH 
TEAM "SCORPION" • THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FOUR MAN TEAM "G" DROPPED 
AS AUGMENTATION TO TEAM "REMUS" WERE HOANG NGOC CHINH CHOANGF NGOCJ 
CHINHS3- 1 TRAN (3UANG TOAN -CTRAANF C2UANG TOANRIi AND NGUYEN VAN HIEU 
■CNGUYEENX VAWN HIEEUXI- 

B . SOURCE AND HIS THREE OTHER REPLACEMENT TEAM MEMBERS WERE DROPPED 
AT NIGHT BETWEEN 0100-0200 HOURS IN THEIR PLANNED DROP ZONE • DUE TO 
EXTREMELY HEAVY GROUND FOG THE TEAM MEMBERS COULD NOT EASILY LOCATE 
EACH OTHER AFTER LANDING WHICH MEANT LITTLE TO SOURCE AS HE WAS 
CAPTURED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY BY NORTH VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES- HE 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS AUGMENTATION TEAM WERE INTERROGATED 
INITIALLY AT THEIR SEPARATE POINTS OF CAPTURE- SOURCE WAS 
INTERROGATED AT HIS POINT OF CAPTURE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
CPT- THAM -CTHAMS} AND THEN TAKEN TO THE LAI CHAU TEMPORARY DETENTION 
FACILITY WHERE HE WAS INTERROGATED THERE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY 
SERVICE CPT- CHAU CCHAAUJ FOR APPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS AFTER WHICH HE 
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AND OTHER TEAM MEMBERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO SON LA AND IMPRISONED 
THERE FOR APPROXIMATELY TWENTY DAYS • SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO RECALL 
THE LOCATION OF EITHER PROVINCIAL TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY. 

C. IN APPROXIMATELY LATE FEBRUARY MbS SOURCE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
HIS TEAM WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE HANOI CITY AREA AND PLACED IN THANH 
TRI PRISON. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN CELL 16 ON ONE SIDE OF AREA 
■CKHU> "A". EACH OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE INCARCERATED IN 
SEPARATE CELLS. WHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON SOURCE MET OTHER MEMBERS 
OF TEAM "REMUS” AND LEARNED FROM THEM THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS OF THE 
ORIGINAL TEAM "REMUS" HAD BEEN RECRUITED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
SECURITY FORCES AFTER CAPTURE, WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE APPROXIMATELY 
TWO WEEKS AFTER THEIR DROP INTO DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT IN Mb2- THE 
TWO RADIO OPERATORS, DIEU CHINH THACH -CDDIEUF CHINH THACH J> AND LO 
VAN PHUNG -CLOF VAWN PHUNG> HAD BEEN OPERATING UNDER PSS CONTROL 
SINCE nb2- BOTH DIEU CHINH TRACH AND LO VAN PHUNG HAD BEEN 
DETAINED SINCE THEIR CAPTURE AT THE PROVINCE TEMPORARY DETENTION 
FACILITY- THE TEAM COMMANDER, DIEU CHINH ICH -CDDIEUF CHINHS ICHS> 
WAS BEING DETAINED AT HOA LO PRISON. THE REMAINDER OF THE TEAM 
AT THANH TRI PRISON AND INCLUDED LUONG VAN SO -CLUUOWNG VAWN SOWRJ, 


OS 


pp 


LO VAN SUON CILOF VAWN SUWOWNI AND LO VAN HON -CLOF VAWN t10NJ>. 

D. IN LATE lib? SOURCE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE 
TRANSPORTED TO YEN HOA PRISON WHERE THEY REMAINED UNTIL Mbl. IN 

HE AND OTHER COMMANDOS THEN HELD AT YEN HOA WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
flUYET TIEN PRISON WHERE THEY WERE PLACED IN AN ISOLATED COMPOUND IN 
THE PRISON WHICH -i AS OF Hbli NUMBERED 51 COMMANDOS • THIS GAVE RISE 
TO THE COMMANDOS IN THIS AREA OF (2UYET TIEM PRISON REFERRING TO 
THEIR AREA AS "AREA SI" -CKHU Sl>- 

E. IN n?2 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO fiUYET TIEN PRISON TO UNDERGO 
PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION, RETURNING TO flUYET TIEN PRISON IN 
1T73 . IN n?7 he WAS TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN (3UANG PRISON, RETURNING 
BRIEFLY TO WORK AT C2UYET TIEN BEFORE TRANSFER TO CENTRAL PRISON NR- 
S IN n?fl. IN 1T7H HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THANH PHONG PRISON WHERE 
HE REMAINED UNTIL HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON ON 27 AUGUST nfiB- AS OF 
THE DATE OF HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON THERE WERE ONLY 30-40 FORMER 
COMMANDOS REMAINING AT THANH PHONG PRISON WHICH INCLUDED SEVERAL 
FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS, ETHNIC MUONG COMMANDOS DISPATCHED TO 
NORTH VIETNAM FROM LAOS AND CALLED THE VANG PAO COMMANDOS, A GROUP 
OF ETHNIC CAMBODIAN COMMANDOS, AND APPROXIMATELY TEN FORMER SOUTH 


VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS. AMONG THESE COMMANDOS STILL ALIVE HAS VUONG 
VIEN HUANG • AMONG VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS STILL IMPRISONED AT THANH 
PHONG AS OF AUG 83 HAS NGUYEN HUU LUYEN, NGUYEN HUY KHOAN {FORMER 
FROGMAN! i AND HUACH RANG {MEMBER OF A COMMANDO TEAM COMMANDED BY 

DINH CONG BICHJ • 

F. SOURCE FLED VIETNAM AFTER HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON AND WAS AT A 
REFUGEE CAMP IN MALAYSIA • WHILE IN MALAYSIA HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY 
REFUGEE INTERVIEWERS WHO ASKED HIM IF HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES* HE REPLIED HE HAD SERVED AS 
COMMANDO WITH THE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTORATE* WHEN HE WAS 
UNABLE TO PROVIDE HIS INTERVIEWER WITH HIS SERVICE NUMBER HE FOUND 
HIS INTERVIEWER UNWILLING TO BELIEVE HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE 
RVNAF AND HIS INTERVIEWER INSINUATED HE WAS A NORTH VIETNAMESE 
CRIMINAL MASQUERADING AS A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY PERSON* 
SOURCE WAS ASKED IF HE WANTED TO RESETTLE TO AUSTRALIA AND WAS 
RESETTLED THERE IN lTfiM • SOURCE HAS RELATIVES OF HIS WIFE IN 
AUSTRALIA BUT REMAINS SOMEWHAT BITTER THAT AFTER IS YEARS IN PRISON 
IN NORTH VIETNAM CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE ON BEHALF OF A SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FORCE HIS AUTHENTICITY WAS QUESTIONED 


07 


PP 


AND HE NAS FORCED TO RESETTLE TO AN AREA HE DID NOT NANT TO SO TO- 
NE HAD DESIRED TO BE RESETTLED IN THE U-S- HE HAS CONSENTED TO 
FURTHER INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY- 

E> KNOWLEDGEABILITY ABOUT U-S- pus. SOURCE CLAIMED HE HAD 

NEVER SEEN ANY U-S- PUS UHILE IN PRISON ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD OTHER 
COMMANDOS HELD AT THANH TRI PRISON IN THE LATE 1HLQS SPEAK OF HAVING 
BEEN IMPRISONED UITH AMERICANS THERE- HE RECALLED FORMER COMMANDO 
MENTIONING AMERICANS CAPTURED AT HUE DURING THE lib a 
TET OFFENSIVE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO THANH TRI AFTER THEIR CAPTURE- 
VO-PW COMMENT: 

A- VO-PW HAS INTERVIEWED APPROXIMATELY TWO DOZEN FORMER SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIATED WITH CROSS-BORDER 
OPERATIONS INTO NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD 1^2-b?- ALL 

HAVE IDENTIFIED N A** AS ° NE ° F ™ E AUGnENTEE:S T ° TEA " 

"REMUS" AND NONE HAD ANY REASON TO DISTRUST HIM WHILE IN PRISON- IN 

FACT, HE WAS A DETERMINED RESISTOR WHILE IN PRISON AND IS RESPECTED 

BY OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS INCARCERATED- SOURCE S PRISON 

CHRONOLOGY IS TYPICAL OF FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED FROM 

TEAMS WHERE THE TEAM RADIO OPERATORS WERE RECRUITED- OTHER 
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FORMER COMMANDOS CONFIRM SOURCE WAS AMONG THAT GROUP OF COMMANDOS 
WHICH OCCUPIED "AREA 51" IN 1^* THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS SOURCE 
IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITED AND OPERATING UNDER NORTH 
VIETNAMESE CONTROL SINCE MbE HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN IDENTIFIED -BY 
OTHER COMMANDOS AS RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS • THESE SAME FORMER 
COMMANDOS VIEW THE RECRUITMENT OF TEAM "REMUS" RADIO OPERATORS AND 
THE REPORTED LARGE QUANTITIES OF SUPPLIES DROPPED TO THE TEAM : OVER 
THE YEARS AS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF THE VARIOUS DECEPTION 
/ OPERATIONS USING RECRUITED STD RADIO OPERATORS* DIA/VO-PW CONFIRMS 

TEAM "REMUS" WAS DEPLOYED TO THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA IN l^E* BASED 
ON ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION TO DATE TEAM "REMUS" WAS PERHAPS THE 
ONLY TEAM OF AT LEAST SEVEN DEPLOYED IN l^LE WHICH WAS SUCCESSFULLY 
RECRUITED. TEAM "REMUS" APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE SECOND COMMANDO 
TEAM RECRUITED BY THE NORTHERN VIENTAMESE SECURITY SERVICES AFTER 

EARLY ntl- 

2. DIA/VO-PW WILL CONTINUE TO INTERVIEW SOURCE PERIODICALLY FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE* 
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COLL** NONE 
INSTRU : U-S- 

PREP: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON, JR--. SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST-. V0-PW2 
APPR: COL K- tl- GAINES, USAF , VO-PW, CHF 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL : N/A‘ 

DISSEtl : NONE 
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MSGNO 148 (PCXX) *02/17/87* *18:03:52.2.7* 

ZCZC 23:02:23Z (PC) 

EMI DTG 

87021717232378 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3448 0482224 -RUEALGX . 

P 172224Z FEB 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 171400Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
BT 
EZ1 : 

EZ2: 

1 16 1/VO-PW 

SERIAL: HR 6-014-0061-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ : HR 6-014-0061-86/PRISON CLOTHING 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI : 860407 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: THE PRIMARY PRODUCTION ACTIVITY AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 

IN 1973-74 WAS FABRICATION OF INMATE CLOTHING. PART OF THE GUARD 
FORCE AT QUYET TIEN CAME FROM BORDER DEFENSE FORCES. 

TEXT: 

1. PRISON INMATE CLOTHING. 

A. IN MID- 1973, SOURCE AND OTHER REBELLIOUS INMATES FROM PHO LU 
PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE INFAMOUS QUYET TIEN PRISON, REFERRED 
TO BY INMATES AS THE CONG TROI (LITERALLY, THE GATEWAY TO HEAVEN). 
WHEN HE ARRIVED, HE LEARNED THE PRISON OPERATED TWO CLOTHING 
PRODUCTION UNITS (DOI MAY MAY). THE TWO UNITS WERE LOCATED IN THE 
INMATE LABOR AREA ADJACENT TO AREA "0." AREA "0" CONTAINED ONLY 
CAPTURED SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN 1973, BUT BY THE MID 1970 'S, 
IT ALSO CONTAINED A SMALL NUMBER OF OTHER TYPES OF INMATES WHO WERE 
INTEGRATED WITH THE COMMANDOS. FROM 1973 UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE TUYEN QUANG PRISON SUB-CAMP IN EARLY 1977, HE 
WORKED ON A CLOTHING PRODUCTION LINE AND ONLY WENT OUTSIDE THE 
PRISON ONCE, ON THE OCCASION OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR IN 1976 TO 
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ASSIST IN PREPARING SPRING ROLLS . — 

B. THE TWO PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCTION UNITS AT QUYET TIEN WERE 
DESIGNATED UNITS 1 AND 2 EACH OPERATED APPROXIMATELY 25 SEWING 
MACHINES. ONE SEPARATE SMALL ELEMENT WITH TWO SEWING MACHINES 
OPERATED BY COMMANDOS DANG CONG TRINH AND NGUYEN VAN TAM, A 
FROGMAN, SEWED ONLY UNIFORMS FOR CAMP STAFF. THE TWO MAIN 
PRODUCTION UNITS WERE EACH GIVEN DAILY QUOTAS WHICH DEPENDED ON THE 
TYPE OF CLOTHING THEY PRODUCED. THE PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCT WAS 
CLOTHING FOR PRISON INMATES FOR NOT ONLY QUYET TIEN BUT FOR OTHER 
PRISONS THROUGHOUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE WAS 
ASSIGNED TO UNIT 1 WHICH CAME UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF ONE OF THE 
COMMANDOS NAMED NGHIEM WHO DIED OF ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING IN 
1978 AT CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5. 

C. THERE WAS NO STRIPED PRISON GARB PRODUCED AT QUYET TIEN. THIS 
STYLE OF PRISON CLOTHING HAD BEEN DISCONTINUED AS STANDARD PRISON 
GARB IN THE 1960'S AND WAS REPLACED BY A GREYISH BLUE COLORED 
INMATE UNIFORM. ONLY ONE STYLE WAS PRODUCED AND WAS ISSUED TO BOTH 
MALE AND FEMALE INMATES. SOURCE HEARD SOME INMATES REMARK THAT 
QUYET TIEN WAS ONE OF ONLY TWO PRISONS WHICH WERE PRODUCING INMATE 
CLOTHING THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM PRIOR TO QUYET TIEN'S EVACUATION 
IN EARLY 1977. 

IN ADDITION TO PRISON GARB THE UNITS ALSO MANUFACTURED CLOTHING FOR 
OTHER SECTORS IN RESPONSE TO SOME TYPE OF ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY MINISTRY AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. THE PRISONERS 
PRODUCED CHILDRENS CLOTHING, CLOTHING THE GOVERNMENT GAVE OR SOLD 
TO THE HILLTRIBE MINORITIES, GOVERNMENT ISSUE CLOTHING FOR CIVIL 
SERVANTS, AND CLOTHING SOLD TO CIVILIANS IN STATE OWNED STORES. 
REGARDING PRISON CLOTHING, EACH UNIT PRODUCED BETWEEN 50-75 SETS OF 
SHIRTS/TROUSERS PER DAY PER UNIT. ALL CLOTHING PRODUCED WAS TAKEN 
FROM THE PRISON BY OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES AND PLACED IN 
STORAGE AT THE HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TRANSPORTED TO OTHER LOCATIONS. 

2. USE OF BORDER DEFENSE SECURITY FORCES AS PRISON GUARDS. 

QUYET TIEN, LIKE OTHER PRISONS IN NORTH VIETNAM IN THE 1970'S, 
EMPLOYED TWO TYPES OF GUARDS. ONE GROUP, UNIFORMED AND ARMED 
PUBLIC SECURITY GUARDS IN KHAKI UNIFORMS, PROVIDED OVERALL DAYTIME 
SECURITY AT THE PRISON TO INCLUDE GATE GUARDS, GUARDS WHO MANNED 
THE CORNER GUARDPOSTS AT EACH OUTER CORNER OF THE PRISON WALL, AND 
A SMALL NUMBER OF GUARDS WHO PATROLLED DURING THE DAYTIME INSIDE 
THE PRISON. AT NIGHT, THE DAYTIME INTERIOR ROVING GUARD FORCE WAS 
REPLACED BY GUARDS IN FATIGUES WHO WERE FROM THE BORDER DEFENSE 
FORCES. THE TWO GROUPS OF GUARDS WERE EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE. 

THOSE GUARDS FROM THE REGULAR PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICES WORE RED 
COLLAR TABS WITH A SECURITY SERVICES DEVICE. THOSE FROM THE BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARD FORCE WORE GREEN COLLAR TABS WITH A MORTAR TUBE-LIKE 
DEVICE. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO ESTIMATE THE SIZE OR COMPOSITION OF 
EITHER TYPE OF GUARD FORCE BUT DID NOTE THAT NEARLY ALL BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARDS AT NIGHT WERE CORPORALS . 

COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH 

THAT PROVIDED BY OTHER FORMER COMMANDO INMATES AT QUYET TIEN DURING 
1973-77. 

/ 


\ 


INSTRU : U.S. 

PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 

VO-PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 
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MSGNO 153 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *19:05:24.8.0* 

ZCZC 00:03:37Z (PC) 

EMI DTG 

87021318253444 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2933 0442325 -RUEALGX. 

P 132325Z FEB 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 131805Z FEB 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUHQHQ A /USC I NCP AC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 
BT 

Eli : 



EZ2: 

I079/VO-PW 

SERIAL: HR 6-014-0049-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: HR 6-014-0049-86/ VIETNAMESE CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT. NOT FINALLY ‘EVALUATED INTEL. 

DO I : 860330 (HO! 


VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANTS WHO 


prrvj P£T_IABLE REPC 


A NATIONAL LEVEL NORTHERN VIETNAMESE ENTERTAINMENT 

76. THERE WERE MG 


SOURCE : 

TO DATE. 

SUMMARY : 

GROUP VISITED QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1969 ANT 19 
AMERICANS PRESENT DURING THEIR PERFORMANCES . 

-TV'T * 

it ‘ THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NATIONAL LEVEL CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT 
GROUP (DOAN VAN CONG TRUNG UONG) VISITED QUYET TIEN PRISON. HA TUYEN 
PROVINCE, ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS DURING THE PERIOD 1964-1978. 

-HE FIRST OCCASION WAS IN 1969, THE SECOND IN THE LATE FALL CF 1976. 
(VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCES WERE UNABLE TO RECALL DETAILS OF THE 1965 

VISIT. THE GROUP ASSOCIATED WITH THE 1969 VISIT HAD REPORTEDLY 
PERFORMED EARLIER IN PARIS, FRANCE.) THE SECOND SUCH VISIT IN THE 
LATEFALL OF 1976 INVOLVED A GROUP THAT TRAVELED TO QUYET TIEN 
PRISON IN THREE SOVIET STYLE TRANSPORT TRUCKS, ARRIVING THERE MID- 
AFTERNOON. THEY PERFORMED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON ON TWO SUCCESSIVE 
EVENINGS, PERFORMANCES STARTING CIRCA 1830 HOURS AND LASTING UNTIL 
APPROXIMATELY 2300 HOURS. PRISON INMATES WERE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 
THE PERFORMANCES BUT ATTENDANCE WAS NOT MANDATORY. 

2. EACH PERFORMANCE WAS ATTENDED BY A LARGE UNCOUNTABLE NUMBER 
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OF INMATES, BOTH COMMANDOS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PRISON 
POPULATION, SPECIFIC CATEGORY UNKNOWN. PRISONERS IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THESE PERFORMANCES WERE DRESSED IN STANDARD PRISON GARB. NEARLY ALL 
PRISONERS WORE THE STANDARD BLUE/GREY INMATE UNIFORM IN USE AFTER 
THE LATE 1970S. A MINISCULE SEGMENT OF THE INMATE POPULATION WORE 
THE OBSOLETE BLUE/WHITE OR RED/WHITE STRIPED PRISON GARB WHICH WAS 
STANDARD ISSUE PRIOR TO THE LATE 1970S. 

3. THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUPS PERFORMED ON THE LARGE PARADE FIELD 
IN FRONT OF THE QUYET TIEN PRISON HEADQUARTERS. THERE WERE NO 
CAUCASIANS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS IN ATTENDANCE AT EITHER PERFORMANCE. 
IN THE OPINION OF THE SOURCES, HAD ANY BEEN THERE THE ENTIRE PRISON 
WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT. WHILE AT QUYET TIEN PRISON THE 
PERFORMERS WERE BILLETED IN PRISON CADRE LIVING QUARTERS. THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP INCLUDED BOTH MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMERS. ONE 
SONG THE COMMANDOS RECALLED WAS ENTITLED "SOC BOM BO", A SONG ABOUT 
A VILLAGE IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM AND ITS RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES DURING 
THE WAR, 

4 . 'there WERE NO REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF ) PWS 
AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1976 AND NO PAROLEES. THE FIRST RVNAF PWS 
ARRIVED IN THEFALL OF 1977 AND DEPARTED FOR THANH CAM PRISON IN 
MID- 1978. POLITICAL PRISONERS AT QUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
TUYEN QUANG IN EARLY MID- 1977- ALL REMAINING INMATES WERE 
TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE BY LATE 1977- THE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN 
ORISON HAD, WITH FIVE EXCEPTIONS, ALL DEPARTED QUYET TIEN BY MID- 
1977 FOR TUYEN QUANG PRISON PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE RVNAF PWS. 
THOSE FIVE COMMANDOS WHO REMAINED AT QUYET TIEN WERE 


KlM£-S 


AND M A. l-k. 1c_ 

WIFE AND TWO GROWN SONS WERE REPORTED TO BE RESIDING IN THE US 
AS OF 1985.) THE ONLY TIME A SIZEABLE GROUP OF COMMANDOS WERE 
TOGETHER WITH THE RVNAF PWS AT QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS IN EARL: 1978 
WHEN TWO CONSECUTIVE INCREMENTS OF COMMANDS WERE. MOVED FROM TUYEN 
QUANG PRISON (AKA SUB-CAMPT K2. QUYET TIEN PRISON) BACK TO QUYET 
TIEN PRISON TO ASSIST IN FACILITY CONSTRUCTION AS QUYET TIEN THEN 
BEING TURNED OVER TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM 'FAVM'i. SOURCES 
NEVER HEARD ANY REFERENCE TO AN ENTERTAINMENT UNIT VISITING QUYET 
TIEN IN 1977 AND BELIEVED THEY WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT FROM 
RVNAF PWS THEY MET THERE IN EARLY 1978 IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY SUCH 
GROUP VISIT TO OUYET TIEN IN 1977. THERE NEVER WAS A PAROLEE ( CONG 
NHAN ) POPULATION AT OUYET TIEN PRISON. THOSE PAROLED IN JANUARY 
1977 WHILE AT QUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED IMMEDIATELY TO PHO LU 
PRISON. PRISON INMATES AT PHO LU WERE NEVER VISITED BY THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP DURING 1970-1979- 
COMMENT: SOURCES ARE ^ As 

FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU, QUYET TIEN, AND TUYEN QUANG 
PRISONS DURING THE TIMEFRAMES SPECIFIED. INFORMATION ABOVE IS 
INTENDED TO ASSIST IN ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION PROVIDED BY <Sc_ 

IN JCRC-LNB 83-020, 26 APRIL 83- 
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TN^TR* U S NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO- 
PW2 

APPR: COL K. M. GAINES, USAF, VO-PW, CHIEF 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 

WARNING: N/A 

BT 

# 2933 
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98 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *17:44:22.9.5* 

ZCZC 22:42:59^ (PC) 

EMI DTG 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2854 0442139- -RUEALGX . 


P 132139Z FEB 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

P 131345Z FEB 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 


RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 


//OASD-ISA/PW/MIA/ / 


BT 
EZ1 : 



EZ2 : 

1 162/VO-PW 

SERIAL: HR 6-014-0080-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ : HR 6-014-0080-86 /PRISON CLOSINGS r , IM „ flTFn tmtt 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT. NuT t INALLtf ^hLU-.TE. I-^-*-- 

DOI: • 860420 <R0) 

SOURCE A FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO ^° SE 

“ G WERE CLOSED IN 

EARLY 1979 TO INCLUDE PHO LU. QUYET TIEN, AND 
QUANG WAS PROBABLY UPGRADED TO A NbW Str*R*LE. rRIbu-N 

QUYET TIEN. 

1 EXT " DURING MID-1979 SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO LABOR DUTIES WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT. HIS DUTIES AT 
, TTMF TNCLUDED LOADING AND UNLOADING VEHICLES hND SThuKiNu 
sSpPL^f AT ^VARIOUS MINISTRY OF INTERIOR DEPOTS IN THE HANOI 

TTTY AREA DURING THIS PERIOD SOURCE WORKED AT TWO DEPOTS, ThE 

nFpL™m’S MAIN DEPOT AT PHUC XA BEACH ALONG THE RED RIVER AT 
HANof AND AN OPEN STORAGE/POL STORAGE SITE SOUTH OF HANOI CITY 
AniAPFNT TO VAN DIEN PRISON IN HA DONG PROVINCE. 

2. WHILE ASSIGNED TO LABORER DUTIES SOURCE HEARD SECURITY 

SERVICE CADRE FROM THE PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT REFER TO THE 
OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENT MANAGED PRISONS ALONGOR IN MSB 
PROXIMITY TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRO/SXIALIST REPUBLIC 
OF^VIETNAM (SRV) BORDER DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. BASED ON CADRE 
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RFMARKS THESE PRISONS HAD BEEN EVACUATED PRIOR TO THE 

Sese Invasion into this border area in feb 1979 and inhates 

TRANSFERRED TO OTHER PRISONS WITHIN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON 
SYSTFM DURING MID- 1979 SOURCE AND OTHER LABORERS INVOLVED IN 
SoMNC pK SUPPLIES AND EQUIPHENT WITHDRAWN FROM THOSE PRISONS 
ainur THE BORDER EVACUATED AND CLOSED DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. 

3 SOURCE HEARD THE FOLLOWING REGARDING CHANGES AND/OR CLOSINGS 

OF PRISONS HOB ™ ™ , 979 THE QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS 

NO LONGER UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND HAD BEEN TRANSFI ERRED TO 
SOME OTHER AGENCY OF THE SRV GOVERNMENT. IN JULY 1979, CPT. NGUYEN 
KIM^ (NGUYEENX KIM) , A SECURITY SERVICES OFFICER FROM SUB-CAMP K2 OF 
QUYET TIEN, NORMALLY CALLED TUYEN QUANG PRISON BY MOST INMATES, 
ARRIVED^FOR A MEETING AT THE PRISONS MANAGEME, IT DEP, WWW 
HFADOUARTERS AT NR 10, TRAN HUNG DAO, HANOI. CPT. KIM REMARKED 10 

SOURCE WHEN HE MET SOURCE WORKING AT THE D ^ I ^™ E i T RSlF? 3UARTE S 
that HF HAD COME TO HANOI FOR A MEETING. DURING A BRIEF 
CONVERSATION^CPT . KIM REMARKED K2 NO LONGER WAS PART OF QUYET TIEN 
AND CPT. KIM, THEN IN CHARGE OF K2, NOW REPORTED DIRECTLY TO THE 
PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT. HE ALSO REMARKED K2 
HAD BEEN ENLARGED FROM ONE CAMP TO TWO CAMPS. 

B PHO LU PRISON. PHO LU PRISON, ALSO CAlLEL L«0 Ck. 

PRISON OR CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1, WAS EVACUATED IN FEBRUARY 1979 
THF ?ACE OF THE PRC INVASION. THE PRISON WAS OVERRUN BY PRC FORCES 
BUT ALL INMATES AND EQUIPMENT WERE EVACUATED PRIOR TO ITS BEING 
SSL „ THE HONG THANG WORK SITE COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K4 OF PHO 
LU^PRISON,^WAS ALSO SAFELY EVACUATED AT THE TIME. BOTH PHO LU AND 

HONG THANG WERE CONSIDERED CLOSED AS OF FEBRUARY 1979- 

HONG THANG WLKb^GU q pRIS0N . PH0 NG QUANG PRISON WAS REPORTEDLY 

EVACUATED AND CLOSED IN EARLY 1979 AND ALL INMATES AND EQUIPMENT 

r^ENTS 0 ' BASED ON INFORMATION FROM FORMER QUYET TIEN INMATES, 
QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE CIRCA 
?F.E FALL OF 1977 AND A SMALL GROUP OF INMATES WERE USED TO ASSISI lN 
THE CONSTRUCT I ON / MOD I F I CAT I ON OF FACILITIES PRIOR ?0 iHc 
ARMY OF VIETNAM MOVING INTO THE FACILITi iN iHE Srhi.iG OF iw, . ■ 

OTHER COMMANDO HAS REPORTED EXTENSIVE CONSTRUCT j. ON NEhR iHt Kc SUB- 
C AMP^ DURING^ E A RL Y 1978 REPORTEDLY ASSOCIATED WITH AN ^EXPANSION OF 
n AND utth SOME INDICATION OF FACILITY UPGRADxNG. vu-PW ttnS 
V>n , EPVIEWED SEVERAL FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU/HONG THANG WHO WERE 
-She TO?IL THE LAST SEVERAL HOURS PRIOR TO THE PRC OVERRUNNING HONG 
THANG. VO-PW HAS ALSO INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER FEMALE INMATE OF HONG 
THANG MARRIED TO A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDO, WHO VISITED 
HONG THANG AFTER THE PRC INVASION AND ITS RECAPTURE SHORTLY 
AFTERWARD BY SRV FORCES. SHE AFFIRMED THE PRISON AND HONG THANG I HAD 
INDEED BEEN OVERRUN AS EVIDENCED BY THE DEAD PRC SOLDIER SHE FOUND 
™ TOR HONG THANG KITCHEN. THIS IS THE FIRST REPORT VO-PW HAS SEEN 
INDICATING PHONG QUANG PRISON WAS ALSO EVACUATED AND CLOSED AT J-HIS 
PERIOD OF TIME? ALL SOURCES REPRESENTED IN THIS REPORT AFFIRM THAT 
NO AMERICANS WERE HELD IN THE PRISONS THEY WERE ASSOCIATED WITH 

AFTER 1973- 
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001; 


PROJ : N/A 

COLL: NONE 

INSTR * US* 

PREP -.SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-13, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, V 0- 
PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CHIEF, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 


BT 

1/2854 

NNNN 

NNDD 


PAGE: 00 16 


Hr?TGX595 MCN = 89320/14184 TOR = 893200847 
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2283 3200843- -RUEALGX. 


HEADER 

R 160843Z NOV 89 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEHC /SEC3TATE WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB 


FL 


RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 160700Z NOV 89 

FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS// 


TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB// 

RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 

RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC//INO/ INK/INKS// 

RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 

RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 

RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 

RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI ,cn// 

RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA/ /IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD// 

RUHJWYA/13AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 

RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH 
RUEHKO/USDAO TOKYO JA 
ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 

BT 

CONTROLS 



SERIAL 
PASS TO: 
BODY 
COUNTRY : 
SUBJ: 


HR 1 771 0047 90. 
DIA/ PW-MIA . 

VIETNAM (VM). 


IIR 1 771 0047 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT— PRISON CAMP IN HA 

SaKg'! 01 '™ !! ili S TS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


DOI : 


690800. 


PAGE: 00 17 


_ < - A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 

SrsHaMWS"- 

ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: i ncATTOM— — THIS CAMP "A" (FIELD COMMENT— LETTERS AND 

5S t ,Sr^S- c 5Ss 

R™™ ! 50H E ‘ C H?as and anothbr 
HIGHWAY " STs^tL, MEASURING ONLY ABOUT 

"L", AND A PUBLIC SECURITY B * 1(p „ ftND A STORAGE BLDG "Q" 

ENTERED THE CAMP. THERE WAS A KITCH PRISONERS WERE KEPT IN SIX 

JUST ‘SI^ISSsT %£££ ^R" THESE ■”« 4 METERS DEEP 

A^ IV H»rS L CIRC«"of 2 METERS ; THEIR ARCH SHAPED TOPS WERE 

ABOVE WHEN SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED HE 

ABOUTIPRISONERS BEING HELD IN THE OTHER CELLS, pbiu ^ ^ L0ST . 

SVau’cELL FOUR HELD A ■ . 

SOURCE COULD TELL THAT MANY 
PEOPLL HAD TEEN CWTNED^THERE L0 G i ANG RIVER OVER 

FLOWER ITS BANKS aS CAUSED A LARGE FLOOD. FLOODING STARTED ABOUT 

s«sssSr.S 

rwsj&'sr.ss ™" ™»™ - «— >■« 



PAGE: 00 

all the houses in the area. four ^ c ^ T plood!°Sh PHAM 

the CAMP WERE WASHED AWAY AND LOST. D by the public security 

and the source were taken under heavy guard by the publ entire 

ssw 

EMMS 

S5M r H S™HilBLE BY the HAKOI AUTHORITIES. 
here lost, th^ observstions _. durm0 SOURCE'S internment, he 

S *RE Ianvas covered and travelled at night. 

ZsiTSSssir- ” ■ ■ 
siss svsr.r” •r , synrr™i.iss.« 

WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 


ADMIN 


ENCL: ONE TO FOLLOW: 

MEMORY SKETCH: UNIDENTIFIED PRISON CAMP 

ACQ: JAPAN, TOKYO, 891026. 

DISSEM: ENCL ONE TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY 


DO I 690800, 1 PC, ICY 


#2283 

NNNN 


CONFIDENTIAL 



Ul 


D317DDZ DEC 6b PP 


DIA WASHINGT ON D C//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J5/ JC/ J3b/ JS33// 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC. 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-IS A/PW-MIA// 


mSb/VO-PW 

SERIAL: 


HR b-Ul4-Ul36-6b 


PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: 
SUB J : IIR 

WARNING: 
DOI : 


VIETNAM CVM> 

b-LH4-0135-flb/flUYET TIEN PRISON HI> 

THIS IS AN INFO REPORT i NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

flblOOl CRO> 


SOURCE: FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO 


WHOSE 


DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-3D/DB-BC 


S 


.T0URIS0N/V0-PW/X447Q6/CMF 

T4; 


COL K . M . GAINES iUSAF nVO-PW iCHF 






ud 


pp 


REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: 

SOURCE DESCRIBES ACTIVITIES AT flUYET TIEN PRISON DURING Mb7- 

7fi. 

TEXT: 

at EITHER THE END OF OR EARLY llbA THE OCCUPANTS OF 

CELLS FT THRU Fll COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF VIETNAMESE VOICES IN AREA 
"K n . OVER THE NEXT WEEKS OR MONTHS ■> SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE TIME i 
IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT OTHER VIETNAMESE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA "K" 
AND NOT EVERYONE HAD ARRIVED ON THE SAME DAY. THE SOUTH VIETNAMtSL 
COMMANDOS TRIED VARIOUS MEANS TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE NEW RESIDENTS 
OF AREA n K n BUT TO NO AVAIL. IT WAS OBVIOUS THE RESIDENTS OF AREA 
"K n DIDN'T WANT TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE RESIDENTS OF AREA "A" AND 
THIS WAS DONE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE RESIDENTS OF AREA n K". IT 
ALSO FOLLOWED THAT THE CAMP CADRE MUST HAVE GIVEN THE RESIDENTS OF 
AREA "K" SOME INSTRUCTION IN THIS REGARD. SOME OF THE COMMANDOS IN 
AREA "A" WERE ABLE TO IDENTIFY SOME VOICES AS SIMILAR TO RADIO 
OPERATORS THEY HAD KNOWN IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM BUT THERE WAS NOTHING 
AT THAT POINT TO CONFIRM THIS. IT WAS THEN THAT TWO 
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RECENTLY ARRIVED CONNANDOS, LE TRUNG TIN AND PHAN NGOC XHANH, 

HEtlBERS OF 

TEAN "RED DRAGON" CONNANDED BY NGUYEN THAI WEN UHO HAD ARRIVED AT 
AREA "A" IN MD-1%7, IDENTIFIED NGUYEN THAI MEN AND TUO RADIO 
OPERATORS FROH TEAN "RED DRAGON", PHAN NGOC ANH AND PHAN XUAN ICY, AS 
BEING ANONG THOSE IN AREA "<". ALL THREE ARRIVED AT AREA •*" AT THE 
SANE TINE AND MERE ANONG THE FIRST TO ARRIVE AT GUYET TIEN AND BE 
PLACED IN AREA "K". these SANE CONNANDOS IDENTIFIED THE TUO RADIO 
operators' yiTH "RED DRAGON" AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITED BY THE NINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY, AS UAS NGUYEN THAI MEN, AND TO HAVE OPERATED 
THEIR RADIO'S UNDER NPS DIRECTION AFTER CAPTURE. THIS LED THE 
CONNANDOS IN AREA "A" TO SPECULATE THE PERHAPS THE OTHER RADIO 
OPERATORS UHOSE VOICES THEY HAD IDENTIFIED IN AREA "K" NIGHT ALSO 
HAVE BEEN RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS. THIS FACT UAS NOT CONFIRNED 
UNTIL 1172 UHEN THE SOUTH VIETNANESE CONNANDOS AT GUYET TIEN PRISON 
JOINED OTHER CONNANDOS AT PHO LU PRISON AND THEY UERE ABLE TO LEARN 
THE TRUE EXTENT OF THIS DECEPTION OPERATION. 

2 . IN llbfi THE POLITICAL PRISONERS CONSTRUCTED ANOTHER LARGE 

BUILDING, THIS ONE IN THE AREA OF THE CONSTRUCTION TEAN. THIS 
BUILDING UAS DESIGNATED THE ASSENBLY HALL CHOI TRUONG! . AT ABOUT 
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PP 


THE SAtlE TIME THE INMATES BUILT A NEW BALL RUNNING TOWARD THE FRONT 
OF THE PRISON FROM THE DETENTION BARRACKS AREA AND ENCLOSING IN THE 
PRISON KITCHEN. IN OR 1170 THERE WAS ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION 

IN THE KITCHEN AREA WITH THE ADDITION OF A DISPENSARY OFF THAT END 
OF THE KITCHEN CLOSET TO THE WALL SEPARATING THE KITCHEN FR0I1 THE 

detention area. 

3 . DURING THE LATE 11W0S THERE WAS CONSTANT CURIOSITY ABOUT A 

GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE MOVED IN AT NIGHT AND OCCUPIED AREA 
"0". THIS GROUP WAS MOVED IN SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1HG7 AND WAS THE 
SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION. MANY COMMANDOS THOUGHT U.S. 

PWS WERE HELD THERE. THE ONLY PRISONER WITH ANY ACCESS TO THIS AREA 
WAS A POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED TUYNH WHO WAS INCAPABLE OF SPEECH FOR 
WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS AN UNUSUAL MALADY. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN AN INJECTION IN THE NECK WHEN HE FIRST ARRIVED AT RUYET TIEN 
AND WAS IN A COMA. HE AWOKE FROM THE COMA INCAPABLE OF SPEECH UNTIL 
j ,, b7 WHEN HE AGAIN FELL IN A COMA, WAS ADMINISTERED ANOTHER 
INJECTION BY THE PRISON MEDICAL OFFICER, ASPIRANT MAU, AND REGAINED 
HIS SPEECH. AFTER REGAINING HIS SPEECH HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO AREA 
"A" AND HIS DUTY IN THE CAHP KITCHEN WAS 
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TAKEN BY FORMER COMMANDO CUACH DINH CUYEN. TUYNH STATED HE HAD 
TAKEN A LOT OF FOOD TO AREA "0" HE LEFT IT ON THE GROUND , KNOCKED ON 
THE GATE, AND RETURNED TO THE KITCHEN UITHOUT SEEING WHO RETRIEVED 
THE FOOD. SOURCE AND OTHER INMATES IN AREA "A" COULD HEAR THE SOUND 
OF CARPENTRY FROM AREA "0" AND COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF VOICES THERE 
SPEAKING IN VIETNAMESE. SOME OF THE COMMANDOS STILL SPECULATED AREA 
"0" HELD US PRISONERS DUE TO THE OBVIOUS TIGHT SECURITY OVER THE 
AREA. TUYNH DESCRIBED THE FOOD AS ALMOST RESTAURANT (2UALITY HTH 
GENEROUS OUANTITIES OF BEEF, PORK, AND CHICKEN. IT US OBVIOUSLY 
INTENDED FOR IMPORTANT PRISONERS AND CLEARLY NO VIETNAMESE UOULD BE 
GIVEN SUCH FOOD. CUACH DINH (JUYEN LATER REPORTED THE INMATES IN 
AREA "0" HERE SENIOR PAVN OFFICERS FROM THE -REVISIONIST CLICHE" AND 
CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PHYSICALLY OBSERVE THEM ON ONE OCCAISON 
WHEN HE RAISED HIMSELF UP ON THE BALL TO EYE LEVEL AND COULD 
IDENTIFY ONE OF THE PRISONERS AS THE FORMER SECRETARY OF THE TAY BAC 

REGION PARTY COMMITTEE. 

4 IN A GROUP OF CAPTIVE COMMANDOS ARRIVED and was placed 

IN THE AREA OF ARGICULTURAL TEAM I. IN MEMBERS OF THE AREA "A 

SEWING TEAM WERE REQUIRED TO SEND SOME OF 
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THEIR SEWING nACHINES TO THESE NEWLY ARRIVED COMMANDOS . SOURCE WAS 
TOLD HIS MACHINE WAS TO BE ONE OF THOSE SENT TO THE NEWLY ARRIVED 
GROUP AND IN HOPES THEY MIGHT LEARN THE EXISTENCE AND FATE OF THE 
COMMANDOS IN AREA "A" SOURCE SCRATCHED THE FOLLOWING ON THE BOTTOM 
OF HIS SEWING MACHINE "ATILA 3 10-S-bM" AND "TAM ATILA (2UYET TIEN 
n?0". TO ANY COMMANDO THIS WULD HAVE CLEARLY CONVEYED THAT A 
COMMANDO NAMED TAM, A MEMBER OF TEAM ATILLA WHO WAS KNOWN AS ATILLA 
3 , HAD BEEN CAPTURED ON 10 MAY nfc>4 AND WAS AT ( 2 UYET TIEN PRISON IN 
n?U. IN 1T?2 SOURCE ENCOUNTERED COMMANDOS FROM THOSE IN THE 

agricultural team area when all were transferred to pho lu prison 

AND LEARNED HIS RUSE HAD WORKED. A NUMBER OF THE COMMANDOS IN THE 
AGRICULTURAL TEAM AREA WERE RADIO OPERATORS WHO KNEW SOURCE'S ALIAS 
TO BE "TAM" AND WERE AWARE HE WAS THE RADIO OPERATOR FROM TEAM 
"ATILLA" . THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMANDOS HELD tU THIS AREA NUMBERED 
SI AND THE AREA WAS REFERRED TO THEM AS "AREA SI" BECAUSE OF THE 
NUMBER OF COMMANDOS DETAINED IN THAT AREA. 

S. IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1^72 THE RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS IN 

area "K" were moved out, signaling to the remainder of commandos at 

QUYET TIEN PRISON THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF PEACE ACCORD WAS AT 
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hand, the prison staff made no mention of their transfer but the 

COMMANDOS SPECULATED THEY HAD BEEN MOVED SOMEWHERE PRIOR TO THEIR 
RELEASE. LATER THAT SUMMER THE COMMANDOS IN AREAS "A" AND AREA "SI" 
WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON FOR PRE-PU RELEASE INDOCTRINATION. 

ONE GROUP OF FORMER COMMANDOS-. THOSE WHO WERE SINGLETONS-. 
WERE NOT TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU WITH OTHER COMMANDOS. ALL REMAINED 
BEHIND AT (2UYET TIEN AND ALL WERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 
n?3 TO RESIDE IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 

?. SOURCE WAS AMONG THAT GROUP OF COMMANDOS TRANSFERRED BACK 

TO flUYET TIEN PRISON FOLLOWING THE UNSUCCESSFUL PRISON STRIKE AT PHO 

LU IN JUNE 1*173. WHEN HE ARRIVED AT (3UYET TIEN HE MET SOME OF THE 
FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM AREA "B" HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA 
"A" WHEN THE COMMANDOS HAD DEPARTED IN THE LATE SUMMER OF 1T7B. 

THEY SAID MOST HAD REMAINED IN AREA "A" FOR NO MORE THAN THREE 
MONTHS AND THEN HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT OF AREA "A" AND TRANSFERRED 
ELSEWHERE. THE FEW REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K" 

PORTION OF AREA "A" LEFT SOON AFTER THE COMMANDOS RETURNED TO flUYET 

TIEN IN 1*173. THE FIRST CIVIL CRIMINALS ARRIVED AT (2UYET TIEN 
PRISON AT THIS TIME AND OCCUPIED 
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Uti 

AREA "K". OTHER COMMANDOS TRANSFERRED SHORTLY AFTERWARD FROM PHO 
LU , fiUANG NIHNi AND TAN LAP PRISONS WERE PLACED IN AREA n O". THE 
RETURNING PRISONERS FOUND THE ONLY APPARENT CHANGE AT (2UYET TIEN 
PRISON WAS THE ADDITION OF A NEW LABOR BUILDING BESIDE THE LABOR 
BUILDING USED BY THE CARP ENTRY/SAW MILL TEAM WORK AREA AND AN 
ADDITION OF A DOORWAY IN THE LABORER AREA WHICH PERMITTED ACCESS TO 
THE CENTRAL PRISON AREA BETWEEN AREAS "A n AND "B". 
a. THERE WAS NO FURTHER CONSTRUCTION AT (2UYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING n?3-77 WITH ONE EXCEPTION. A NEW LARGE MEETING HALL WAS 
CONSTRUCTED THERE IN 117b TOWARD THE REAR OF THE CENTRAL OPEN AREA 
AND IN FRONT OF THE LABORER AREA ENTRY GATE. (2UYET TIEN THEN 
REMAINED UNCHANGED UNTIL SOURCE DEPARTED THERE IN 1*177 FOR TUYEN 
(3UANG PRISON WHEN HE WAS PLACED ON PAROLE. HE HEARD THAT ALL 
PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM C2UYET TIEN IN n77 AND THE FACILITY 
TURNED OVER TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM. 

DURING SOURCE'S CONFINEMENT AT (3UYET TIEN DURING lTbS-77 H 
OFTEN DID NOT LEARN THE IDENTITY OF OTHERS HELD IN THE VARIOUS 
CONFINEMENT AREAS OF C2UYET TIEN UNTIL SEVERAL YEARS LATERi HOWEVER ■» 
HE WAS EVENTUALLY ABLE TO LEARN THE IDENTITY OF ALL GROUPS HELD AT 
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(2UYET TIEN DURING THE PERIOD nbS-?fi AND NEVER SAW OR HEARD OF ANY 
U.S. PUS THERE DURING THAT PERIOD OF TIME. THE SPECULATION AMONG 
SOME PRISONERS THAT U.S. PUS COULD HAVE BEEN HELD IN AREA "0" UAS 
DISPELLED BY (2UACH DINH (3UYEN UHO IDENTIFIED THE "REVISIONISTS" AS 
BEING THE OCCUPANTS OF AREA "0". 

VO-PU COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON (3UYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING nbS-b? UAS CONTAINED IN HR b- 014 -D 134 -ab . INFORMATION 
CONCERNING (2UYET TIEN PRISON IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT UITH 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY OTHER COMMANDOS HELD THERE AND IS IN GENERAL 
AGREEMENT UITH INFORMATION ZD Ar SOURCE'S 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE RECRUITMENT OF COMMANDO RADIO OPERATORS 
AND THE IDENTITY OF THOSE IN AREA "K" UILL BE THE IDENTITY OF PRISON 
CADRE AT C2UYET TIEN AND DETAILS ON PRISON LIFE STYLE UILL ALSO Be. 
REPORTED SEPARATELY. 


PRO J : N/A 

COLL: NONE 

INSTRU : U.S. 


lu ID 
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PREP 5 

pwe 

APPR • 
EVAL: 
ENCL: 


SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR.-. GS-14, SENIOR VII DESK ANALYST, VO 

KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF , CH, VO-PW 

N/A 

N/A 


DISSEfl: NONE 
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DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS BUT COULD PROVIDE NO DETAILS. FI 
COMMANDO fifAr/JfZ, HEARD OF A PR I SON IN THE NGHIA LO/PH' 
AREA FROM A F tl.LUW COMMANDO INMATE. NAME /[ffcM WH0 HAD 
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RELATIVE IMPRISONED FOR AN UNKNOWN PERIOD AT THAT PRISON. THE 
PRISON HELD ETHNIC MINORITIES PERSONS IMPRISONED DURING THE 1957 
LAND REFORMS AND PERSONS AWAITING EXECUTION. THE PRISON WAS 
REPORTEDLY IN A CAVE. 

COMMENTS: INFORMATION ABOVE IS PROVIDED TO ASSIST IN FACILI 
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MSGNO 7 (PCXX) *08/06/86* *12:06:58.3-0* 

ZCZC 17:06:01Z (PC) 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3263 2181539- -RUEALGX. 

R 061539Z AUG 86 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

R 051832Z AUG 86 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J233/J36// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/ / 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
BT 
EZ1 : 



EZ2 : 

D954/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0014-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ : IIR 6-01 4-00 14-86/QUYET TIEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY .EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI : 860406 (RO) 


SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: SOURCE DESCRIBES HIS OBSERVATIONS AT QUYET TIEN 

PRISON IN 1973-77. 

TEXT: 1. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN AREA "0" AT QUYET TIEN 

DURING 1973-77. ALTHOUGH TRANSFERRED IN EARLY 1977 TO TUYEN QUANG 
WITH OTHER COMMANDOS HE FOUND HIMSELF ONE OF THE COMMANDOS SELECTED 
AS PART OF THE SECOND INCREMENT OF COMMANDO LABORERS WHO WERE 
RETURNED TO WORK BRIEFLY AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978. 

2 ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION OR CHANGES TO THE PRISON PROPER HAD 
CEASED BY EARLY 1977. SOURCE HEARD RUMORS FROM CAMP STAFF IN EARLY 
1977 TO THE EFFECT QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS SOON TO BE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE FOR USE BY THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM 
(PAVN) . THE FIRST ARMED UNIFORMED PAVN APPEARED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA OUTSIDE THE PRISON IN EARLY 1977. THERE WERE NEVER MORE THAN 
SMALL GROUPS OF ARMED UNIFORMED TROOPS IN FATIGUE CLOTHING WHO 
SEEMED TO BE ONLY ON PATROL IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE PRISON BUT 
DID NOT APPEAR TO BE STATIONED THERE AT THAT TIME. 

3 DURING 1976 AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS CONSTRUCTED NEAR THE 
PRISON TO PROVIDE WATER FOR NEARBY FIELDS GROWING ROW CROPS. THESE 


\ 


PAGE 


001 


FIELDS WERE TENDED BY POLITICAL/CRBHINAL INMATES ONLY. THIS SYSTEM 
WAS SUPERVISED BY DINH VAN SON, ONE OF THE COMMANDO INMATES 
DETAILED FROM THE FACILITY CONSTRUCTION UNIT (DOI XAY DUNG). THE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE AREA AROUND THE PRISON 
HAD NO WATER AVAILABLE LOCALLY TO SUPPORT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 
4. IN EARLY 1977 ALMOST ALL INMATES TO QUYET TIEN WERE 

TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE. ALL COMMANDOS WERE TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN 
QUANG PRISION TOGETHER WITH ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE TRANSFER 
WAS GRADUAL OVER A TWO MONTH PERIOD. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE WHERE THE 
CRIMINALS WERE TRANSFERRED. THE ONLY SIZEABLE GROUP OF PRISONERS 
REMAINING AT QUYET TIEN WHEN THE LAST COMMANDOS DEPARTED WERE A 
GROUP OF FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAMED ARMED FORCES ( RVNAF ) 

PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K". SOURCE BELIEVED THE FORMER RVNAF 
OFFICERS ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN SHORTLY PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE COMMANDOS. THE ONLY COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN AFTER APRIL 1977 
WERE FIVE COMMANDOS DETIALED TO REMAIN BEHIND AT QUYET TIEN TO 
ASSIST IN FACILITY MAINTENANCE. THEY INCLUDED DINH VAN SON, NGUYEN 
VAN TAN, NONG VAN HINH, NONG QUOC HAI , AND NGUYEN KHAC DINH. ALL 
THESE- INMATES WERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON AND SOURCE MET 
OR HEARD OF THEM ALL LIVING IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM, PRIMARILY HO CHI 
MINH CITY, WHEN HE RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION REGARDING QUYET TIEN IS IN GENERAL 

AGREEMENT WITH OTHER INMATES HELD AT QUYET TIEN DURING 1973-78. 


PROJ : N/A 

COLL: NONE 

INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGEWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM. DESK ANALYST, 

V0-PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: NO 

ENCL : N/A 

DISSEM: N/A 

WARNING: 

BT 

# 3263 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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department of-oefense 

JCS MESSAGE CENTER 




ZYUW RUMTBK 4518 2540528 


ROUTINE 
R 1105052 SEP 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO DIA WASHINGTON 0C//0C-2// 

INFO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI filn^mrur 

AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR ^OAO BEIJING 

SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 

SECOEF WASHOC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 


SECTION 01 OF 02L1AIS0N BANGKOK TH 54518 


CITE: 3575 S£P 85 

SUBJECT: REINTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 


REF: 


JCRC HSG RPT M85-051. DTG 0502 40Z AUG 85. 
USDAO BANGKOK NSG, DTG 040421Z HAR 82. 
OIA/DC-2 HSG. DTG 011801Z AUG 85. 
DIA/0C-2 HSG. DTG 121609Z AUG 85. 


1 REF A REPORTED RESULTS OF INITIAL INTERVIEW OF 

SUBJECT REFUGEE AND IDENTIFIED HIH AS A FORMER IW4ATE OF 

^ET TIEN PRISON REF B PROVIDED RESULTS OF INTERVIEW 
OUYEMIEN PRISON. ^ Kimwiw 0F REFUGEE 

5SC ,T0 OBTAIN HIS KNOWLEOGEABILITY OF 
A//HV/CAND REF 0 REQUESTED REINTERVIEW OF SUBJECT REFUGEE 
CONCERNING QUYET TIEN PRISON AND SC 

2 DURING RECENT INTERVIEW TRIP TO GALANG WE :OIS- 
rnvFRFD <CL HAS RESETTLED T0IHE_U.5 . . BUT S 

¥AS RE INTERVIEWED IAW THE ABOVE REFST THE BLOWING PARA- 
GRAPHS K THE RESULTS OF THAT REINTERVIEV WHICH OC- 
S S 31 AUGUST 1985 AT GALANG AND WAS CONDUCTED BY 
THOMAS R. MCKAY. 

3 THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATEO BY 
SfillRCF TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. THE FUNCTION OF QUYET TIEN 
WAS TO PROVIDE KAX1MUM SECURITY FOR COMMANDOS AND THE FOR- 
MER *RVN POLITICAL FIGURES DEEMED DANGEROUS BY THE COHMUN- 
Ss tS WERE HELD IN QUYET TIEN BECAUSE OF ITS STRING- 
ENT SECURITY AND ISOLATED AUSTERE ENVIRONMENT. AT LEAST 
20^ PEOPLE WERETRANSF ERRED TO QUYET TIEN NAM HA. BUT 
OTHERS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM QUANG NINH. IN AUGUST 

1978. ALL INMATES WERE MOVED TO EITHER THANH CAM OR 
THANH PHONG THE COMMANDOS WENT TO THANH PHONG. THE 
EVACUATION WAS NECESSARY TO AVOID TWM 
OF CHINESE FORCES. CONCERNING SOURCE 

IMMED1AULY RECOGNIZED THE NAME AND CMRECTLY IDENTI- 
FIED// FROM A GROUP PHOTO. HE FIRST NET /V 1 NAH 
HA WHERE THEY WERE BOTH INMATES Of K-B OR AREA B 
BOTH WERE TRANSFERRED TO QUYET TIEN AT THC GAHE TIME 
SOURCE WAS HELD IN QUYET TIEN WITH LOI AS \ JJ WAS ONE 
OF THE 48 POLITICAL PRISONERS. AS WAS SOURCE. THp 
WERE BOTH TRANSFERRED TO THANH CAM IN AUG 28.// WAS 
RELEASED FROM RE-ED IN LATE 1980 OR EARLY 1981. r 
TOLD SOURCE DURING THEIR JOINT CONFINEMENT THAT- HE WAS 
AN ARCHITECT HIS FAMILY WAS ENTIRELY NORTHERN VIET- 
NAMESE BUT HE WAS THE ONLY ONE Of THE FAMILY TO GO SOUTH 
1N 1954. HIS FATHER WAS A NORTHERN DISTRICT CHIEF DUR- 
ING THE ERA Of FRENCH DOMINATION. fJ WMS THE CEN- 
TRAL DIALECT Of VIETNAMESE. AND UPON BEING ASKED. « 

TOLD SOURCE HIS FAMILY WAS ORIGINALLY FROM CENTRAL VIET- 
NAM BUT HAD MOVED NORTH TO ACCEPT THE DISTRICT CHIEF 
POSITION HE ALSO TOLD SOURCE HE HAD MANY BROTHERS ANO 
SISTERS WHO WEREWORIING FOR THE SRV PUBLIC SECURITY 
SERVICE IN NORTH VIETNAM. HE TOLD SOURCE HE WAS ARRESTED 

APTIAN OC*?{2) (U.P.T.8.F) 

IN 0 CJCS 4 J3<8) WIDSt*) J4(4) J5(2) CMB QC(1) JSOA(l) 
SECOEF :(*)SECDEF(9) USOP(ll) ASD-.PAU) USDP:0SAA(4) 
NMIC(') AT-3(2) AT-10D(1) 08-2(1) D8-2C(1) 0B-2C2(1) 
DB-4CK1) DB-4D3U) D1A(1) 

♦SAFE 

SECTIONAL LU TOTAL COPIES REQUIREO 


56 


“WJE TO ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM. NOT BECAUSE 
HE WORKED FOR THE RVN. OTHER INMATES TOLD SOURCE ti 
WAS ARRESTED FOR BEING A C0NF 
VOLVED IN FALSELY ORGANIZING BOAT ESCAPES. TAKING PAY- 
MENT AND DISAPPEARING. AFTER THEIR TRANSFER TO THANH 
CAM FROM 231800 AUG 7B UNTIL APRIL 1980. SOURCE WAS 
MANACLED IN ISOLATION ANO HAD NO CONTACT WITH // 

UPON HIS RELEASE FROM ISOLATION. OTHER I (MATES ADVISED 
SOURCE TO NOT SPEAK TO $ AS HE WAS DISCOVERED BY THEM 
TOBE AN INFORMANT FOR THEIR CAPTORS. SOURCE HAD NO 
FURTHER CONTACT WITH A J 

4 LATER. ALSO AT THANH CAM. SOURCE HEARD THAT 

V TAKEN A HELICOPTER ANO HAD ESCAPED TO CHINA. 

CADRE IN THE CAMP SAID THEY HAD HEARDLOHE NEWS ON THE 
RADIO DURING AN APPROXIMATE TWO WEEK BROADCAST FROM 
CHINA ON WHICH /V SPOKE OUT AGAINST THE GUAROS SPECI- 
ElCALLY OFTHE THANH CAM CAMP. THEY ALSO SAID a/wAS 
ONE OF A SMALL GROUP VHO HAO ESCAPED VU HELICOPTER 
SOURCE ALSO HEARD IN CAMP THAT ALl/tf * : 

rnmUNIST ANO THAT ft WAS ARREST tU IN 1976-197L 
fi TOLD SOURCE THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TAKEOVER 
HE DROVE A JEEP TO HANOI TO VISIT THE MAUSOLEIM Of HO 
CHI MINH HIS MOTHER CURRENTLY LIVES SOMEWHERE IN HANOI 
AND HE WAS RELEASED FROM THANH CAM DUE TO THE SPONSORSHIP 

This family (note: source clearly oisplayeo skepti- 
cism Of THE POSSIBILITY OF A TRUE REFUGEE BEING ABLE TO 
SUCCESSFULLY F FROM VIETNAM VIA STOLEN HELICOPTER. ANO 
FOUND IT STRANGE THE TWO WEEKS BROADCAST SPECIFICALLY BT 
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INFO 


DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
jCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
COR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
AMEMB KUALA LUMPUR MY 
USDAO BEIJING CH 



SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC/ /EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 


20-, , ll e l/DC-S 

SUBJ: REflUEST FOR INTERVIEW 

REFS : A. USDAO BEIJING MSG DTG 120L26Z MAR 62 

B DIA/DC-2 MSG DTG 0116Q1Z AUG 65 

o UCRC LNB MSG DTG OSOBHOZ AUG BS, SUBJ: JCRC REPORT BS-051 
! REF A MSG FORWARDED RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEFING OF 

PASSENGERS AND CREW ON BOARD a UH-1H HELICOPTER WHICH FLED FROH 
VIETNAH CSRV1 TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA CPRO IN SEP 81 AND 
UERE INTERVIEWED BT JCRC IN EARLY V.K- THE HSG INCLUDED STATEHENTS 

FR0 „ CONCERNING HEARSAY OF U.S. PWS HE CLAIHED TO HAVE 

OBTAINED FROH FORHER COHNANDOS WHILE ON PW WORE DETAILS WITH THEN AT 

_ - TM , » T r T=i77/rARLY 1176* REF B FORWARDED 
flUYET TIEN PRISON-. SRV-. IN LATE 1“77/LAi\Li 

DIA/NMIC/V0/DC-2 


SEDGWICK T0UR^^/4M7D6/1HAUG6S/PFD 


HF 
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RESULTS OF THE RECENT DIA/DC-2 INTERVIEW OF THREE FORMER OPS 3XA 
COMMANDOS, ONE OF WHOM WAS IMPRISONED AT WUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1TO 

uith the contingent of former republic of Vietnam armed forces 

{RVNAFI PWS. REF B ALSO INCLUDED INFORMATION FROM FORMER OPS 3NA 
COMMANDO ^ “HO STATED THAT ^ 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR WITH THE FORMER GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM CGVNJ ACCORDING TO STATEMENTS HE MADE TO HIM AND OTHER 
INMATES WHILE AT GUYET TIEN. CDC-S COMMENT: AS NOTED IN REF B, 

REVIEWED A PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTING THE INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWED IN 

nae at beijing, prc, and claiming to be 

STATED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL HE OBSERVED IN THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED TO 
be AS Reported IN REF A, /***«*- STATEI> T0 

INTERVIEWERS in BEIJING THAT HE IS A FORMER PRIVATE CIVILIAN 
CONTRACTOR.! REF C FORWARDED THE RESULTS OF JCRC INTERVIEW OF 

FORMER GVN FINANCE MINISTRY EMPLOYEE. DETAINED AT CUYET TIEN 
IN y, 77 - 7 a, AND INTERVIEWED AT PULAU BIDONG, MY, ON 11 JUN &S- REF C 
SUGGESTS tVAUX- IS KNOWLEDGEABLE CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF 
GVN/RVNAF PERSONNEL IMPRISONED WITH COMMANDOS AT GUYET TIEN IN 

1177-76 • 

2. REflUEST /Y5WFL. BE REINTERVIEWED CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING 



03 03 


RR 


ASPECTS OF HIS DETENTION AT flUYET TIEN PRISON*. 

A. UHAT WAS THE FUNCTION OF (2UYET TIEN PRISON WHILE HE WAS 

detained there? 

B. FROM WHICH PRISONS HAD THE RVNAF/GVN PRISONERS CONE FROM TO 


flUVET TIEN? WHY KID THEY LEAVE WHEN THEY DID? 

C. DETERMINE SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF THE BACKGROUND OF 

AND HIS REEDUCATION CAMP CHRONOLOGY. DETERMINE THROUGH 
PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION IF THE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS IDENTIFIED 
HIMSELF TO JCRC AT BEIJING IS IN FACT IF SO, WHEN AND 

UNDER UHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WAS RELEASED FROM THANH CAM PRISON. 

D. WHAT ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE INCARCERATION OF THE COMMANDOS 

did rf/kie. hear while at guyet tien? were the commandos said to 

have BEEN IMPRISONED WITH AMERICANS? IF SO, TO WHOM CAN THESE 
REMARKS BE ATTRIBUTED? WHO AMONG THE GVN/RVNAF PW CONTINGENT HAD 


CONTACT WITH THE COMMANDOS? 

3 . DC-S COMMENT: REF B ALSO PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON THE FUNCTION 

OF THE GUYET TIEN PRISON DURING 1177-76 AS OBTAINED FROM *Mh*. 


4. 


, POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 
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54 (PCXX) *08/05/85* *00: 11 :2ft. 1 .0* 

ZCZC 05: 10:20Z (PC) 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170246- — RUEALGX. 






R 050246Z AUG 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 
R 050240Z AUG 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J3&// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

BT 

EZ1: SECTION 01 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 


EZ2: 

CITE: 

SUBJ: 


REF: 


1 . 
1936, 


3472 AUG 85 

JCRC REPORT 35-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 
FOUR AMERICANS OUT OF VIETNAM 

A. JCRC MSG RPT 85-050, DTG 310712 JUL 85 (BY 
SAME SOURCE) 

B. JCRC RPT 85-052 

C. JCRC LTR RPT 85-163, DTD 16 MAY 85 

SOURCE. NAME: . DP0B: 

lyjo, THAI BINH; FORMER EMPLOYEE AT THE RVN FINANCE MINIS- 
TRY, GENERAL OFFICE OF TAXES ON NGUYEN VAN TROI ST; PRESENT 

MALAYSIA * ID DATA: £& DOI: 30 APRIL 1985*, INTER- 
SECTED BY: M DATE 0F INTERVIEW: 

11 JUNE 85: OTHER: SOURCE DEPARTED VIETNAM ON 1 MAY 1985. 

HIS FINAL ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS 

HIS r INAL huJ hcmc ftND m RAS gQjjg AND 

THREE DAUGHTERS LIVING AT 

2. SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES HEARSAY INFORMATION OF 

THE REMAINS OF FOUR AMERICANS AND HIS WORK IN PLANNING TO 
SMUGGLE PORTIONS OF THESE REMAINS OUT OF VIETNAM. HE ALSO 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION OF QUYET TIEN PRISON AND COM- 
MANDOS AND POLITICAL INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN THE 
FACILITY. END OF SUMMARY. 

o information, the following information was re- 

lated BY SOURCE TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. IN MID-APRIL 1985, 
SOURCE MET FORMER FELLOW RE-EDUCATION INMATE 

(ADDRESS UNXMO®.) AT SOURCE'S HOME AT^ ^ 

VISIT a/AMP- RELATED TO HIM THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. DUE 
TO HAVING HEARD A RUMOR THAT IF SOMEONE POSSESSES INFORMA- 
TION OF MISSING AMERICANS THEY CAN OBTAIN ASSISTANCE IN 
LEAVING VIETNAM IN EXCHANGE FOR THE INFORMATION, AJA+L*. 
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BEGAN TO SEARCH FOR INFORMATION OF MISSING AMERICANS. 

SHARED HIS INFORMATION WITH SOURCE IN ORDER TO OB- 
TAIN SOURCE’S HELP IN GETTING THE INFORMATION TO THEUS 
muFRMMENT /v^W^-GAVE SOURCE FOUR DOG TAGS AND FOUR 
MOLARS AND ALLOWED SOURCE TO VIEW A POTTERY URN WHICH WAS 
Sfi SSaT ffi CLAIMED WERE REMAINS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
DOG TAGS. SOURCE RECALLED LOOKING INTO THE URN AND SEE- 
ING AN ASSORTMENT OF REMAINS WHICH WERE WHITE ™ COLOR 
AND DID NOT APPEAR TO BE BROKEN UP. TOLD S0U1TCE 

THAT THE REMAINS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED IN THE BAN ME THUOT 
AREA BY HIMSELF, A MAN NAMED TA VAN TY (ADDRESS NOT RE- 
LATED TO SOURCE) AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL 
AND THAT ALL FOUR REMAINS HAD COME FROM THE SAME GENERAL 
AREA. NOTHING MORE CONCERNING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DIS- 
COVERY WAS RELATED TO SOURCE. ^ „ min 

4 APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER, SOURCE WROTE THE 

INFORMATION FROM THE FOUR DOG TAGS ON THE INTERIOR OF 
A CLOTHING GARMENT OF A CHILD OF A WOMAN NAMED 
(FULL NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS SOON TO DEPART VIETNAM 
UNDER THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM TO RESETTLE POSSIBLY 
IN CALIFORNIA. SOURCE RECALLED THE WOMAN WAS TRAVELLING 
ONLY WITH HER TWO CHILDREN AND WENT TO BANGKOK ON 19 MAY 
1985. //**£ WAS NOT GIVEN THE TEETH BUT SHE DID AGREE 

TO PASS T : INFORMATION TO THE USG. THE PLAN WAS FOR 
//A /Vic t: iEPORT THE INFORMATION AND TO FIND OUT IF ANY OF 

THE FOUH NAMES WERE ACTUALLY MISSING AMERICANS, AND IF 
THEY WERE, SHE WAS TO WRITE TO SOURCE'S BROTHER, Z&trA- 
AND SOURCE’S DAUGHTER, TA , LIVING AT 

^ j) WHO WERE TO 

WRITE BACK TO SOURCE IN VIETNAM, WHEREUPON HE WOULD CON- 
TACT THE WIFE OF DUY (STILL LIVING AT POSSIBLY HOUSE 

MrTA 

hcmc) who is also an odp applicant, she would then pre- 
pare A LACQUER-WARE PICTURE BY DRILLING OUT FOUR HOLES IN 
WHICH TO SMUGGLE OUT THE FOUR MOLARS. SOURCE THEN HAD THE 
CHANCE TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM AND TURNED OVER HIS RESPON- 
SIBILITY TO HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, 3 3 

TAN BINH DISTRICT, HCMC. 

SOURCE THEN RETURNED THE FOUR MOLARS TO SOURCE 

RECALLED TRANG'S MOTIVATION FOR ASSISTING HAVING B ^EN 
BASED ON HER DESIRE FOR HER PARENTS TO LEAVE VIETNAM WHEN 
THE US RETURNED TO BRING OUT THE REMAINS. SOURCE DID NOT 

RECALL any information from the dog tags, source re- 
quested INTERVIEWER PROVIDE HIM WITH THE RESULTS OF THE 
DOG TAG INFORMATION INVESTIGATION (WHETHER OR NOT ACTUAL 


MIA CASES). 

5. NOTE: 

BT 

#6235 

NNNN 

NNDD 


REF C REPORTED THE RESULTS OF JCRC INTER- 
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MSGNO 56 (PCXX) *08/05/85* *00: 1 1 :28.3*8* 

ZCZC 05: 10:20Z (PC) 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170247* -RUEALGX. 

R 050247Z AUG 85 

FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

R 050240Z AUG 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO IQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJC- 'DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

BT 

P7 1 • 

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 

EZ2 • 

CITE: . 3472 AUG 85 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 35-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 

VIEW WITH ODP APPLICANT >JS <2- WHO REPORTS 

DOG TAG INFORMATION OF FOUR INDIVIDUALS WHICH SHE CLAIMED 
WAS PASSED TO HER BY A MAN NAMED TINH WHO LIVED AT 

HCMC. 

6 . SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CON- 
CERNING QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE QUYET TIEN PRISON CAMP 
WAS LOCATED NEAR QUYET TIEN (V), MEO VAC (D), HA TUYEN 
(P) AND WAS LOCATED ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN OF 1147 
METERS ELEVATION. THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY FOUR KILO- 
METEF 'ROM THE CHINESE/VIETNAMESE BORDER (AS THE. CROW 
FLIE 'OURCE RECALLED THERE WAS ONLY ONE ROAD LEADING 
INTO Ti L. ,MP WHICH WAS BORDERED ON BOTH SIDES BY A TALL 
MOUNTAIN, GIVING THE APPEARANCE TO ONE WHO ENTERED THE 
AREA THAT HE WAS PASSING THROUGH A GIANT GATE, HENCE THE 
CAMP NICKNAME "CONG TROI", MEANING GATE TO THE SKY. 

7 . SOURCE WAS HELD IN QUYET TIEN FROM 25 DECEMBER 
1977 UNTIL HIS TRANSFER TO THANH CAM 90A IN AUGUST 1978. 

THE CAMP COMMANDER WAS CAPTAIN LANG WHO WAS APPROX 40-45 
YOA AT THAT TIME. THE MAJORITY OF THE CAMP CADRE WERE 
PEOPLE FROM THE TAY, THAI AND MEO ETHNIC MINORITIES. 

SOURCE WAS HELD WITH APPROX 15-16 COMMANDOS, SOME OF WHOM 
HE HAS FORGOTTEN THEIR NAMES, BUT HE DID RECALL THE 
FOLLOWING COMMANDOS: 

- NGUYF’T VAN LUYEN, CAPTAIN, TEAM LEADER, DATE OF CAP- 
TURE: 961, APPROX 52-53 *0A; 

- NGUiEN VAN HINH, 2LT, CAPTURED IN 1963, APPROX 45 YOA; 

- KHOAN, SGT, CAPTURED IN 1962, APPROX 45 YOA; 

- TAM, SGT, APPROX 50; 

- TO, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 

- THANH, SGT, APPROX 42 YOA; 

- THANG, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 
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- TUNG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 

- HINH, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; =_ 

- DINH, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 

- THUY, SGT, APPROX 42-45 YOA; 

- QUANG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA. 

JCRC NOTE: ALL ABOVE AGES WERE COMPUTED BY SOURCE AS 

PRESENT AGE IN 1985. 

8. IN AUGUST 1978, SOURCE AND THE 47 FELLOW POLITI- 

CAL PRISONERS JOINED WITH APPROX 50 COMMANDOS, BOARDED 
TWO TRUCKS AND WERE TRANSFERRED. SOURCE ONLY RECALLS 
COMING TO AN INTERSECTION PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THANH CAM 
WHERE THE TRUCK CARRYING THE COMMANDOS SPLIT OFF AND DID 
NOT GO TO THANH CAM AS DID SOURCE. SOURCE WAS ALLOWED NO 
CONTACT WITH THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN QUYET TIEN BUT RECALLS 
HEARING THEY WERE HELD IN VERY CROWDED CELLS WHICH RE- 
SULTED IN THE DEATH OF 20 OR 30 OF THEM. THE BODIES OF 
COMMANDOS WHO DIED IN QUYET TIEN WERE BURIED ON THE BA THEN 
HILL BEHIND THE CAMP, WHICH WAS SO-NAMED AFTER THE NAME OF 
A LOCAL ETHNIC MEO TRIBESMAN. SOURCE ALSO HEARD THAT AT 
THE TIME OF THEIR TRANSFER, APPROX 7-8 COMMANDOS WERE LEFT 
BEHIND IN QUYET TIEN. CADRE EXPLAINED THEY WOULD BE MOVED 
TO JOIN THE OTHERS LATER. 

Q SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THE NAMES AND POSITIONS OF 

45 OF Tir "POLITICAL" INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN 
QUYET TIEN (LIST TO BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY). THE INMATES 
OF SOURCE'S ELEMENT WERE ALL ETHNIC SOUTHERNERS WHO HAD 
BEEN MOVED SEPARATELY FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT CAMPS IN THE 
SOUTH MANY OF THE GROUP WERE FORMER RVNAF CAPTAINS AND 
MAJORS, BUT THE GROUP ALSO INCLUDED CIVILIANS AND APPROX 
12 RVNAF CHAPLAINS. SOURCE NEVER HEARD OF A QUYET TIEN A \ 

OR B AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AND STATED THERE IS * 

ONLY ONE QUYET TIEN CAMP. 


BT 

#6235 

NNNN 

NNDD 



Cl SEARCH 


\j y £ T T °°°' 


" MSGNO 


72 (PCXX) *07/25/85**00:03:53-5.1* hlakg / / t* 

ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) 

RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS41 19 2060318- — RUEALGX. 


<> 


R 2503 18Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

R 250307Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQ A /USC I NCP AC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC //DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/ /DDO/EA/VCL/ / 

BT 

EL}: SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>441 19<><> 

CITE: 3443 JULY 85 


EZ2: 

SUBJ: 


REF: 

1 . 


B. 


CAPTAIN; 

TION: 

ID DATA: 
1985 BY 


JCRC REPORT .85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 
PRISON IN NVN 

A. JCRC MSG RPT 85-048 (BY SAME SOURCE) 

DIA/ DC-2 MSG, DTG 041517Z JUN 85 
SOURCE. NAME: ^ <=- DPOB: 43, 

&r> FORMER ARVN 

MR 3 IG^SERVICE NUMBER <SLD PRESENT LOCA- 

DOI: 1980; INTERVIEWED ON 20 JUNE 

OTHER: SOURCE'S FINAL 

ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS EIE N 

HOA WHERE HE LIVED WITH HIS WIFE AND HER TWO AMERASIAN 

DAUGHTERS. rtr , A 

2 . SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES INFORMATION OF A 

HONG KONG CITIZEN REPORTEDLY WHO WAS IN THE EMPLOY OF THE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND IS HELD PRISONER IN THANH 
PHONG RE-EDUCATION CAMP. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDES INFORMA- 
TION OF COMMANDOS HE MET WHILE IN CAPTIVITY. END SUMMARY. 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATED TO IN- 
TERVIEWER BY SOURCE AS FACT. SOMETIME IN 1980, WHILE 
SOURCE WAS HELD CAPTIVE IN THE THANH PHONG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP, HE FIRST MET A HONG KONG CITIZEN NAMED 

WAS APPROXIMATELY 60 YOA AND SPOKE ONLY A 
LITTLE VIETNAMESE. SOURCE IS ETHNIC CHINESE SO THEY BE- 
FRIENDED EACH OTHER, SPEAKING IN THEIR COMMON TONGUE, 
CANTONESE. NAMfc-TOLD SOURCE HE WAS A SCHOONER CAPTAIN 
AND HAD WORKED FOR THE ISLAND NAVIGATION COMP ANY J1ND THE 
WINNANY SHIPPING COMPANY AND HAS A FRIEND, r ^ 

WHO WORKED FOR THE U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT IN HONG 
KONG. HIS ADDRESS IN HONG KONG WAS ^rA- 



PAGE 0002 


Cl SEARCH 


. NGUYEN AP, PING SAN THOM 

VAN, SAN CHUON. HIS WIFE'S NAME IS - - ■ pR0 . 

AND HAS A DAUGHTER NAMED ^ 

VIDED SOURCE WITH A SECOND ADDRESS: jj) 

D fi'TA 

ternational KSi — iS 1 ’’ 
^SA^SETOW^CElSf Hi" S mSl VESSEL WAS 

S55SSS 

{E^o TO HUE, BUT WAS INTERCEPTED AND CAP- 
TURED ’eNROUTE RETURNING TO ™ HOTEL. ONE OF THE FO ^ 
ppnPIF WHICH COMPRISED A Jtoifc- GROUP WAS VISITIN 
NAMESE FRIEND ELSEWHERE AND WAS NOT PRESE“I> 30 0NL 

^fflJS«ESS*« «® “ pTURED - 

CONVOY^ ON THE HO CHI HINH TRAIL 

cirvoftinPR*; /M’V/L WAS WOUNDED IN HIS UPPER ARM. THE 

^ZH^JsSSsssii 

B^TRAN 0R P NGUYEN VAN DINH, SGT, TM LDR, DOC 1964, RE- 
LEASED IN 1982. 

BT 

#4119 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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MSGNO 


77 (PCXX) *07/25/85* *00:03:53^9.6* 

ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) 


R 250320Z JUL 85 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUE ALGX /SAFE 
R 250307Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI ... 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUFKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
BT 

EZ1: SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 441 19 

CITE: 3443 JULY 85 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 

C. NGUYEN DINH THUY, 2LT, TM LDR, DOC 1963, AS OF 

d! /5 NGUYEN T VAN BANG, SGT, COMMUNICATOR, DOC 1962, AS 

e F 'SST« khi£ sgt^ P communicator, doc 1963, AS OF 
"'’SSwSi SaS;V doc 1961, AS OF 19/5/89, STILL 

sjbssa.-uwtf.gs; 

l! VI LUU I NGHIA C LUONG, SGT, DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 

LIVING IN HCMC* qq rft EASED 

J. HA SON, SGT, TM LDR, DOC 1964; 1982-83 RELEASED 

LIVING IN HCMC. > 10 q 0 oo rrt EASED 

K. HA VAN TAN, FROGMAN , DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 

LIVING IN HCMC. infto Ro RFT FASED 

L. NGUYEN KINH, FROGMAN, DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 

frogman, doc 1962 ; 1982-83 released 
h^trieu ch^kien, ly mau SO"*™ 0A7° N heiId 1, in P cp T 3 as 

CHINESE (HONG KONG) TAILORS, DOC 1967, HELD IN C 3 
0 ! TOR CHI MIEN, 2LT, TM LDR, TAIWANESE COMMANDO, DOC 
P^TWELWE ADDITIONAL TAIWANESE COMMANDOS (NAMES UNK) 
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INCLUDING 2 X MAJ, 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT, ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3- 

Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (5 '9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 

6. i SOURCE HEARD FROM /U/^^(THE TAILOR) THAT AT 
SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET TIEN, HE HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS, EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 
VERSE WITH SOME OF THEM VIA MORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 

SOURCE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG 
AND THEN CP-3. 

7. ) SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979- 
80 AND K-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980-OCTOBER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1. DURING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. MOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE- ARREST. THE WORK AREA 
FOR THE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
"KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-4. NO CONG NHAN'S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 

#4119 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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MSGNO 


78 (PCXX) *07/25/85* *00:03:5^,1.2* 

ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) 

RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS41 19 2060320- -RUEALGX. 


R 250320Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUE ALGX /SAFE 

R 250307Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEK J CS/SECDEF WASHDC/ /OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
BT 

* SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 44119 

CITE: 3443 JULY 85 


EZ2 • 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 

(INCLUDING A GOOD NUMBER OF TAIWANESE) WHEN OTHERS WERE 

MOVED FROM THANH PHONG TO CP-3. SOURCE HEARD AN IN-CAMP 

RUMOR THAT THE VANG PAO LAO COMMANDOS WOULD ALSO BE MOVED 

TO CP-3 AND THAT SRV OFFERED THEM TO THE LAO GOVT, BUT 

LAOS HAD YET TO ACCEPT THEIR RELEASE AND RETURN. 

LAOS HAD ^ ASKED BY INTERV IEWER, RECOGNIZED 

BY NAME THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND PROVIDED THE FOLLOW- 
ING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THEM: 

A QUACH THUC, NUNG MINORITY, SPOKE CHINESE AND NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, WAS A FORMER MEMBER OF A MILITANT SECT TO 
FREE MAINLAND CHINA FROM MAO TSE DUNG, FOUGHT AGAINST 
THE FRENCH, AND WAS FORMER MBR OF THE ARVN 5TH DIVISION. 

B. HA I , RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER. 

C. NGUYEN VAN TUNG, RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER, IS HARD 
OF HEARING AND NOW LIVES IN HCMC. 

D. HANH, RELEASED, WAS FROM NGHE AN (P), LIVES IN HCMC. 
NGUYEN CAO SON, TM LDR, IS A NORTHERNER, RELEASED. 
HOANG VAN CHUONG, RELEASED, LIVES IN HCMC AND WORKED 

A DISCIPLINARY CADRE FOR THE COMMUNISTS WHILE AN 
INMATE* 

9. * SOURCE, AFTER RELEASE, ONLY MET TWO RELEASED 

COMMANDOS, BOTH TOGETHER, IN HCMC AT THE CHO 0NG 
MARKET. ONE WAS EITHER A* E.S ..JPXIr 

NAME NOT RECALLED) AND THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL'S NAME NOT 
RECALLED. SOURCE ONLY KNOWS OF COMMANDOS CURRENTLY HELD 
IN TWO LOCATIONS, THANH LAM AND CP-3- 

10 . SOURCE HAS A SISTER, , WHO, ^ 1972 , 

WAS MARRIED TO A US SOLDIER WITH WHOM SHE LIVED AT 1245 

^ Ar -r- A HE HAS HAD NO 


E. 

F. 
AS 
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CONTACT WITH HER. 
BT 

#M119 

NNNN 

NNDD 



JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 


LIAISON OFFICE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 963*6 



FROM: JCRC-LNB 

TO: Commander, JCRC 


Ref: RPT * 84-139 

22 January 1985 


SUBJ : Re-ed Camp Sketches 


Source : 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f . 

g- 

h. 

i. 


Name: 

DOB: 1932 

POB : <>J2> 

Former position: Cpl, Special Forces 

Present location: SjP 

Identification data: 

DOI : 1963-1980 

Date of interview: 14 December 1984 

Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. 


Ha Tinh (P) 
, Service Number 


Bell 




Source, a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 
provided information concerning the prison /re-education camp system. 

Information:' 


Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at Quyet Tien Prison 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was held 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-education_he did not observe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visit any camps where Source was e 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source was 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held inside tor 
fbur months and did not see the outside of the prison. 


Aa J 


Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 
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10/26/8215:44 CRT -rFNSER MESSAGE? — 5649 C ACTERS 

ROUTINE — CONFI1 TIAL CENSER MESSAO ^ 0620Z ^ T82 

REFERENCE FROM USi^-iO BANGKOK, SSN 
ROUTING ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

TERR WEUL CHSA ASPC 
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

C01K1). C015( 1) , D010(l). i- 

SUB JgS! CR^? N ^Ul! uIdAO. MACAO, FRANCE. TAIWAN, 

REFUGEE, SE ASIA, TERRORIST, 

an 3,6 343 383 

NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER: 

263-025436 
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EZ04: 

CITE: 

SUBJ : REFUGEE 

EZ05 : DTD 23 JUL 82, SUBJ: 

isMK . 1 ?..rztPi ""«» 

^ B?r A » D SsS??™ E ®A^AH»?f™^SsPECIFIED 

£SV£ - v 1 sSSarJ wk s*. 

IN RFF *. <- VAS I NTERV I EWED 

AT arcYLE^CAMP HONG KOTG, ON 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 

SSc IN an^ cao raw. whew nSeThaSged to tan lap, an 

iffiSlOML SECTION CONSISTED OF AREAS ^ ^ 

iffilUCT Is’3 5 OrTk?! FRO^SEST SECTION AND APPROX 

10 KM FROM FARTHEST SECTION OF CAMP. 

B. OUYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT 6 | 0 URCE L 

sisff isr E 

S™JFd g?" 

PAT f « n apfa «f" AND HELD RVN COMMANDOS. SOURCE ^AIUioai 
™ L bSiSSg m SKETCH INDICATING AgEA-K SVN ™mAHDOg 

CAPT8RE0 1968 AND * CTO 5J^I B | 1 ?i S 5S|“ raATCBEO 

,nr> «A» (AREA “K" ON SKETCH). SOURCE SAI D lnAi « 

ROOF CONFERENCE HALL WITH AIR VENTS AT THE KAYES WAS 

HF5 SJSS.K? 

&J? SHOVH 



"AGE ; 

10/26/82 15:44 A SE WING AI&A WHERE PI COT- 
AS "WORK AREA” 0 -KETCHWAS A COOPERATIVE WER*. 

SECTIONS OF CLOTh FROM THE HA GIAN HA D A QUOTA OF 4-5 

brought for FIN ^®p W ^o D id A not weft ftUDTA >iERE P ^ ED IN 

SETS PER DAY. THOSE WHO DID ^RATIONS. (SOURCE’S 
DISCIPLINARY CELLWITHLES matches SKETCH PROVIDED BY 

depiction of disciplinary AREA MAILHI^^^ DEPICTED as 

Six:) source said that work areaon «»kbi^ d lateru VA s a 

-WORK AREA FOR SVN COfMANDOS JARlu^ ^ FROGMEN 
LUMBER MILLING AREA FOR BOAT ore that THERE WERE 

CAPTURED FROM 65 TO 68 . SOJ^ E |TA^ halhutrITION IN THAT 
NUMEROUS DEATHS DUE TO EXHAUST SHOWN AS "DEATH 

AREA. SOURCE W^ NOT PLACED IN e AREA ^ AT OT source 

ROW” ON DIA SKETCH, U^TIL »T QT WHENEVER ANYONE 

STATED THAT DURING 1 N IT 1^0™° ALL INMATES HELD WITH SOURCE 
ENTERED OR DEPARTED AREA O rehuIRED TO SIT DOWN ON THE 
(AREA "A” ON DIA SKETCH) WEMi OVER THE WINDOWS TO 

floor after a cadre flawed blankets OVER ‘tated THAT AREA 

PREVENT OBSERVATION OF ^^^aftER THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS 
»<T WAS EMPTY AS OF 1971. AFTER THE pLACED JN area "0“ 

AGREEMENTS SOURCE WAS RETl^ED TO QT^D^ ^ RETURNED 
FOR TWO YEARS. (SOURCE dtm aq RFTNG ELIGIBLE FOR 

S^NCE THE DRV DID NOT C0RSIDE1 * tooOPS BECAUSE OF HIS 

REPATRIATION ALONG WITH REGULAR AR VFlvffi NT ) WHILE HELD IN 
Previous “spec ^ operations ^^^Tthe guard tower each 

he moved around the area ^«cludingea ork area in area 

TO THE LATRINE. SOURCE OBSERVED MILLING ROOM FOR 

-O” WHICH HAD BEEN USEDPREV I OOSLY DUR i N G SOURCE’ 

SAWING TIMBER BUT SOURCE DID NOT MOVED 
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routine ZYUW RUEKJCS6047 2141320 

R 0118012 AUG 85 

FH OIA WASHINGTON 0C//DC-2// 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH CIA WASHINGTON 0C 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON 0C//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/ / 

SECOEF WASHINGTON DC//OASO-ISA/PW-MIA/ / 


section oi of 02 


20.870/0C-2 

SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

REFS: A. USOAO BEIJING 120628Z KAR 82. 

» JCRC LIAISON 240216Z JUL 85. 

1 SUMMARY: A GROUP OF FORMER COMMANOOS. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
ARMY (RVNAF) OFFICERS. AND DETAINED FORMER CIVIL OFFICIALS WERE AT 
QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1978. THE GROUP INCLUOEO A FORMER GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VTFTNAM (GVN) DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION NAMED /VfotG- THE GROUP WAS ENGAGED IN FOOD 
PRODUCTION TO SUPPORT PEOPLE’S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) FORCES 
OEPLOYED IN THE AREA PREPARING TO COUNTER PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC Or CHINA 
(PRC) FORCES ALONG THE SINO-VIETNAMESE BOROER. 

2 A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 25 FORMER OPS 34A COMMANOOS IN 
TUYtN QUANG PRISON WERE TEMPORARILY TRANSFERRED TO OUYET TIEN PRISON 
IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1978. THIS GROUP INCLUDED 

AFTER APPROKIMATELY THREE HONTHS THE GROUP RETURNtU IU IUYEN QUANG 
AND A SECOND GROUP OF 30 FORHER COMMANDOS WERE SELECTED ANO SENT TO 
REPLACE THE FIRST GROUP WHICH HAD JUST RETURNEO FROM QUYET TIEN 
PRISON THE SECOND GROUP INCLUDED LAU CHI CHANH, DANG CONG TRINH. 
NGUYEN VAN TAP. DINH VAN CHUC, NONG VAN HINH. NONG QUOC HAI. NGUYEN 
KHAC DINH. TRAN SINH QUANG. TUNG. ANO VUONG VIEN QUANG. (SOURCE 
COMMENT- VUONG VIEN QUANG WAS A MEMBER OF A GROUP OF TAIWANESE 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED WHILE ATTEMPTING TO INFILTRATE NORTHERN VIETNAM 
IN THE EARLY 1960S. TRAN SINH QUANG WAS AN ETHNIC CHINESE MEMBER OF 
A MIKE FORCE UNIT CAPTURED IN APPROKIMATELY 1967, TOGETHER WITH NGO 
DE TUNG WAS THE MEMBER OF AN UNKNOWN CGMMADO UNIT CAPTURED IN HA 
TINH PROVINCE IN 1965-66. ANOTHER COMMANOO. NGUYEN CONG THANH. DID 
NOT ACCOMPANY EITHER GROUP BECAUSE HE WAS IN ISOLATION CONFINEMENT 
MTOSgfc AT TUYEN QUANG. NGUYEN CONG THANH WAS FROM AN INFAMOUS GROUP OF 
' • • COMMANDOS UNDER THE COMMAND OF NGUYEN VAN MANH WHO SURRENDERED 

VOLUNTARILY TO PAVN FORCES AT CON CUONG. IN 1964. MANY OF THE 
COMMANDOS SENT TO QUYET TIEN IN 1978 HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY DETAINED 
WITH H S PWS AT THANH TRI PRISON IN THE LATE 1960S. 

2 ( THE VIETNAMESE COMMANOOS AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1976 

JOINED A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 60 RVNAF OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUSLIC OF VIETNAM (GVN) CIVIL ADMINISTRATORS SENT THERE 
EARLIER FROM OTHER DETENTION SITES IN NORTHERN VIETNAM INCLUDING NAM 
HA OANH BO ANO PHO LU PRISONS. ALL WERE REPORTEOLY DISCIPLINARY 
PH03LEM PRISONERS. THE GROUP OF RVNAF PERSONNEL AND THE FORMER 
1 COMMANDOS WERE QUARTERED INITIALLY IN AREA ’O' AND WERE LATER MOVEO 

TO AREA "A’. ALL FORMER RVNAF OFFICER PWS DEPARTED IN APPROKIMATELY 
AUG 78 FOR THANH CAM PRISON. THE COMMANOOS DEPARTED ONE WEEK LATER 
FOR SUB-CAMP 1-2: TUYEN QUANG PRISON, ARRIVING THERE 24 HOUSE PRIOR 
TO THE MOVE OF ALL COMMANDOS FROM TUYEN QUANG PRISON TO CENTRAL 


PRISON NR 5. 

3. RVNAF PERSONNEL AT QUYET TIEN IN 1978 INCLUOED THE 
FOLLOWING: 

A COL NGUYEN VAN THO. ADVISOR. SUPREME COURT. 

B. COL TRINH TIEU. PROVINCE CHIEF. BANMETHUOT, 
CONCURRENTLY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF. MILITARY REGION II. 

C LTC NGUYEN TIEP. RVNAF AIR FORCE OFFICER. 

CONCURRENTLY A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVE FROM SAIGON. 

(SOURCE COMMENT: ACCORDING TO A FORMER RVNAF CHAPLAIN. LTC TIEP WAS 
SHOT AND KILLED AT THANH CAM PRISON PRIOR TO 1982 DURING AN ABORTIVE 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT . ) 

0 MAJ QUAN. RVNAF MARINE CORPS OFFICER. A BATTALION 
COMMANDER Or iriE MARINE BATTALION PROVIDING SECURITY Tl^E 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND A NOTED BOXER. sb 

E. DUONG VAN LOI. DEPUTY MINISTER. MINISTRY?' PUBLIC 

> 26 

ACTION 0C-2(2) (D.6.8.r, 

INFO CMB QC(1) SECDEF : ( • ) SECDEF(9) USOP(ll) NMICC) 

VO(l) DIA(2) 

+SAFE 
SECTIONAL! 1) 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 26 


ADMINISTRATION. (SOURCE COMMENT: WAS AN ETHNIC NORTHERNER, 

APPROXIMATELY 1.66 METERS IN HEIGHT, WHO FLED TO SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WITH OTHER NORTHERS IN 1954. HE SPOKE WITH A 0ECI0E0 NORTHERN 
ACCENT HE WAS VOCALLY ANT I -COMMUNIST. HE REPORTED HAVING EVADED 
REPORTING FOR REEDUCATION UNTIL 1976 AT WHICH TIME HE WAS ARRESTED. 

HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO NVN BY BOAT TOGETHER WITH A CLOSE PERSONAL 
ACQUAINTANCE THE FORMER OEPUTY WAROEN OF THE CON DAO PRISON.) 

F. NAME UNKNOWN. RVNAAF 2ND LT. ASSIGNED IN 1975 PRIOR TO 
THE GVN COLLAPSE WITH THE MINISTRY FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION. 

G. (LNU) AN. RVNAF NAVAL LIEUTENANT. 

(OC-2 COMMENT: AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF AS Wt 
WAS A PASSENGER ON-BOARO THE UH-1H HELICOPTER WHICH FLED TO THE PRC 
FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM ON 30 SEP B1 AND INTERVIEWED AT BEIJING. CH. 

IN MARCH 1982. HE ASSERTED HE WAS A CONTRACTOR IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
ARRESTED IN 1975. SOURCE WAS ASKED TO VIEW A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING 
MEMBERS OF THE CREW AND PASSENGERS ON THE UH-1H WHICH FLED TO THE 
PRC AS REPORTED IN REF MSGS. SOURCE INITIALLY NOTED HE 010 KNOW THE 
INDiVTmiAi m THF PICTURE WHO REPRESENTED HIMSELF TO US INTERVIEWERS 
AS lUkut. BUT WAS UNABLE TO STATE WHERE AND WHEN HE HAD MET 
THE INDIVIDUAL . HF WAS THEN ASKED IF ANY ONE IN THE PICTURE 
RESEMBLED ■ SOURCE THEN RESPONDED TH*T THF INDIVIDUAL 

IN THE FOKtGKUUND OF THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED TO 8E • BUT 

WITH SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT LOSS FROM WHEN HE WAS WITH SOURCE AT QUYET 
TIEN PRISON IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE FOREGROUND 
OF THE PHOTOGRAPH IS THE PERSON WHO inFWTTMED HIMSELF TO U.S. 
ItrrEeuTFWFPS AT BEIJING AS 

4 . WHEN SOURCE ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN MIO-78 HE 
FOUND THE PRISON HAD BEEN TAKEN OVER BY THE PEOPLE’S ARMY (PAVN) AND 
HAD BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO WHAT CAMP GUARDS CALLEO A REAR SERVICE 
FOOD PRODUCTION BASE. THE GUARDS SAID THE PAVN UNIT WAS A OIVISION 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE “FRONT" WHICH THEY REFERRED TO AS BOTH THE 'DONG 
VAN FRONT" AND THE "QUANG BA FRONT". ALL PRISON INMATES HAO BEEN 
TRANSFERRED FROH THE PRISON BY THIS POINT. THE ONLY INMATES THERE 
WERE THOSE SENT THERE TEMPORARILY IN 1978 TO CONSTRUCT A BREAO OVEN 
ANO GROW VEGETABLES TO SUPPORT FOOD REQUIREMENTS OF PAVN TROOPS IN 
THE AREA. WHILE THERE SOURCE SAW A WIDE VARIETY OF HEAVY WEAPONS 
TRANSITING THE AREA TO INCLUDE 122MM FIELD GUNS. T-52 TANKS. M113 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS. AND 175MM SELF PROPELLED GUNS. TROOPS 
AT QUYET TIEN SAID THEY WERE PREPARING FOR A CROSS-BORDER ATTACK BY 
PRC FORCES. (DC-2 COMMENT: TWO OTHER OPS 34A CCMMANOOS. fJA?& 

ANC A/AojI f HELO AT TUYEN QUANG IN 1977-78 WEKt AWAKt OF 

mt uHANULS THflf FUNCTION OF THE FORMER QUYET TIEN PRISON BASED ON 
rOMMFNIS MADE BY RETURNING COMMANDOS. ONE OF THE COMMANDOS 

HAO HEARD OF A jfcHfL- > BEING AT QUYET TIEN FROM Rliuknjng 
COMMANDOS BUT WAS NOT AWAKt ur HIS GVN POSITION. BOTH HAD HEARO OF 
TH r MARINE CORPS BATTALION BOXER. BOTH WERE AWARE QUYET TIEN PRISON 
WAS NO LONGER A PRISON AFTER 1977 AND THE COMMANDOS WERE THE LAST 
INMATES TO LEAVE THERE IN APPROXIMATELY SEP 78. 

5. DC-2 COMMENT : 

„ NKiiGL WAS INTERVIEWED IN BEIJING BY JCRC AS 
REPORTEO IN KEF A wiT /^^CLAIMED HE WAS TOLD BY COMMANDOS 
WITH HIM AT QUYET TIEN IN 19/# THAT COMMANDOS WERE HELD WITH BT 
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R0UTIN[ IYUW RUEKJCS6048 2141320 

R 0118011 AUG 85 

fH OIA WASHINGTON 0C//0C-2// 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS FT HI „ . 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH CIA WASHINGTON OC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON OC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EHR// 

SECOEF WASHINGTON OC//OASO-ISA/PW-HIA// 

FINAL SECTION Of 02 , 

APPROXIMATELY 25 U.3. PVS Hi 1976 OUTSIDE HANOI. NffailZ'- HEARSAY 
DESCRIPTION Of THE FACILITY APPEARS TO CORRELATE TO THE THANH TRI 
(BANG LIET) PRISON OUTSIDE HANOI WHERE U.S. PWS WERE CONrIRHED HELO 
fROM THE LATE 1°OOS UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 1972. THE COMMANDOS MR. 
TiOENTIFIES AS HAVING BEEN WITH HIM AT QUYET TIEN (CONG THANH 
ut TUNG OUANG) WERE NOT ALL EITHER AT QUYET TIEN OR AT THANH TRI 
ACCORDING TO THE OTHER COHMANOOS REFERENCED ABOVE. DETAILED PRISON 
SSnSSv OF THESE INDIVIDUALS HILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY. 

B. BACKGROUND. AS REPORT^ Tn THF_.irBr 

TMTFRVIFWfR uiM-tKS FROM THAT PROVIDED BY /VrfalLfc' . WHO 

HIM ABOUT HIMSELF WHILE AT QUYET PRISON 
a/ FlmTHER ASSERTED HE HAD NO REASON TO DISBELIEVE N SINCE 
A/ POSITION IN THE FORMER GVN APPEARED KNOWN TO OTHER RVNAF 
urriLtno DETAINED TOGETHER WITH THEM AT QUYET TIEN PRISON. IF HR. 

1/ is a FORMER GNV SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR, IT IS UNUSUAL THAT HE 

^ E RV I EWED^H IM^ IN^ BE I J I N^PARTKUL ARLY * IN SwOMI^EQUEST FOR 

» APPEARS TO HAVE 

SOME HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DETENTION OF U.S. PWS AT 
THANH TRI PRISON. NONE OF HIS SOURCES QUOTED WERE AT THANH TRI 
PRISON IN 1376 AND DC-2 VIEWS THIS ASPECT OF HIS CLAIM AS 
[UirriioiTF . . 

6 FOR JCRC LIAISON: RECOMMEND INTERVIEWING H 

SUBJECT OF REF B A FORMER STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTORS <STDI 
OFFICFR DPOfi: . P 48. OUANG TRI. ID NR: , 

A a-j-a INDONESIA, t N i HAS 

PROVIOED EXIREMELY uf.AHEU SKE.UIKS Of THWJW ««« HR- 

„/ CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN HELO FROM 1978-81. RECOMMEND USE 

Of'V PHUIUURAPH OF rf -HIIF at riming IN 1982 TO C*y« » 
TUP iwnTVTmiAL AT BtlJiftO 13 THE " KtnJKItU. • 

MAY ALSO BE ABLE TO VERIFY WHICH OF THE BACXGROUNOS ASSOCIATED WITH 
V APPEARS TO BE THE MORE ACCURATE. THIS SHOULD ASSIST IN NOT 
UNU IDENTIFYING // R" T SHFn ADDITIONAL LIGHT ON THE 

MOTIVES ANO ACTIviiils ur f* J C>- H 0 

FORMER SRV SECURITY SERVICES OFFICER WHU Htu WITH /V ON THE 
UH-1H ANO HAS NOW SURFACED IN MACAO. AGAIN CLAIMING 10 HAVE 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/M1A ISSUE. , 

7 POCS IN OIA/DC-2 ARE SEDGWICK TOURISON AND AT * 
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FROM: ..«.KC -3,:m 


26 October 1982 


SUHJ: letter of Transmittal , Sketch Mark-ups from Refugee 

TO: D.:frjise Intelligence Agency 

Attn: DI-E2 

V,\ : : ; in : ig to n DC 20301 

1. Plow. rotor to DIVDI-E2 »« Si o 8 . DTG 10CKM3Z AUG 82; and our reply 
tt c ;DAO EANAcKOK message, DTG 26C620Z OCT 32. 

2 attached are two sketches of Quyet Tien Camp, as marked up by Vietnamese 
refuse'* during an interview at Hong Kong on 10 Occooa 32. 



/'tell : 
Sketches 
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UN-SECRETARY GENERAL PEREZ DE CUELLAR ARRIVES 

OW281648 Hanoi VNA in English 1622 GMT 28 Jan '85 , 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 28 — United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and Mrs. de Cuellar arrived here this afternoon on a visit to Vietnam at Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach' s invitation. The U.N. secretary-general s party included 
Rafeeuddin Ahmed, under secretary general and special representative of the secretary 
general for humanitarian affairs in Southeast Asia; S.A.M. Kibria, executive director 
of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) ; Tatsuro Kunugi, 
special representative of the secretary general for coordination of Kampuchean 
Humanitarian Assistance Programmes; Carl Englund, resident coordinator of International 
Organizations in Vietnam; and Francois Giuliani, spokesman for the secretary genera . 

Javier Perez de Cuellar and his party were welcomed by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach and Mrs. Nguyen Co Thach, assistant to the foreign minister Phan Doan Nam, and 

other officials. ^ 

[Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese at 1430 GMT on 28 January 1985, in its version of 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach meeting UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuel..ar, 
renders this paragraph to include the following names: "On hand to welcome UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar and his wife were Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
and his wife' Phan Doan Nam, assistant to the foreign minister; (Dang Nghiem Hoanh) , 
director of the General External Relations Depatment of the Foreign Ministry; Tran 
Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department; and (Pham Lac), acting 
director of the General Issues Department".] 

Representatives of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR) , the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) , the World 
Food Programme and the U.N. Fund for Population Activity (UNFPA), were also present on 

the occasion. 

Meets Nguen Co Thach 

BK281508 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 28 Jan 85 

[Text] Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach held talks with UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar at the government guest house on the evening of 28 January. Atten ing 
the talks on the Vietnamese side were Phan Doan Nam, assistant to the foreign minister, 
(Dang Nghiem Hoanh), director of the General External Relations Department of the 
Foreign Ministry; Tran Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department, 
and (Pham Lac), acting director of the General Issues Department. 

On Che UN side were Refeeuddin Ahmed, deputy secretary general and special representa- 
tive of the UN Secretary general for humanitarian issues in Southeast Asia; Kibria, 
executive director of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; 
Tatsuro Kunugi, special representative of UN secretary general for the Coordina 
tion of Humanitarian Aid Programs for Cambodia; Carl Englund, coorinator ot interna- 
tional Organizations in Vietnam; and Francois Guiliani, spokesman of the UN secre- 
tary general. The talks took place in an atmosphere of mutual understanding. 

TO HUU VISITS HOANG LIEN SON, HA TUYEN. VINH PHU ' 

OW251401 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 23 Jan 85^ ^ 

-[Text] On the occasion of the At Suu Spring Festiv^T, Comrade To Huu, member of the 

r e -? ' <r r ; tj y c7 CTTc » r c rx — 
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XV. 29 Jan 85 

the party organizations, arm 

Vinh Phu Provinces. village B, to the Cam 

SSSSm ^ sss^=sis=-. 

w^g^S^^jaSES^ 

fotvi^Sr^o^p^U. P-P-ly a 8 saU S f .e t orily i.pU-ntins 
especially tea, and the herd 

SOCiSl ^ ^Zloly li^ socialist 

Uen'son^tivince, with its 1.7 mUUon hectares of industry comprehensively; 

resources, must strive “ “d st^gly develop the planting ^ f " d £ood 

tuberiferou^crops.hespecially galingale and^manioc^ in-order ^to^ens ^ graln per capita. 

for local consumption and to rapiaxy 

tor local r , p eoDle * s Committee to guide all 

^traMj^ 

'ilhTan cSan'DisScr.^ilot one |« iegaSU'pt^inL^nterprise manage- 

— =;%n^ ^ - 

cadres of various nationalities md even 

production and business ms various 

H . , O< . ont -o And peoples ot various 

comrade To Huu expressed the hope that all £££/", £ ^„ to fulfill the 1985 plan 

nationalities in Hoang ^"farteriand's Lrder. 

while firmly e en in y cen tral Committee and 

in Ha Tuyen Province, The Nghieu. chairman oJ^ ovia . 

secretary of the provincial party comm cadre s and large number of military 

cadres?°combatants^ C and SLHUu warmly welcomed Comrade To Huu. 

comrade To Huu called on and encouraged th e *™y -^that hav^been fighting ^ 

tary 3 feats 8 on ^“^^00 visited Le 

tary feat Province, Vi Xuyen District, and Ha G J~ g £ t x and leading 

C tr«4r°ts mada the military com^nde =rs oadres^in charge^of Pro 

cadres from the border districts of Vi X y economy, social work and the liveli 

After the province's < = hili ™" s ^%orl9“5 r Ld r i986-90rComrade to“I“iam” praised 

and on the orientation and tashsJor^SS^nd^^^ ^ ^ gt .. t achievements. 

the Ha Tuyen ProV ^ nce J^ ^he Armed Forces in organizing iocal ^forces, scoring 
closely coordinating witH ^ clang Front, achieving self-sufficiency in grain, 

standing military exploits industrial crops, including soybean, peanut, sugarcane, 
developing the cultivation of Industrial ^ medictnal her bs and fruit trees, 

ton. nnH time*. lnrniiPf, SXtVQ ' _i - 
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views on forestry and stressed the need for the province to 
,j exploit the areas which are growing bodhi and bamboo trees used 
u the production of paper and filaments and to strongly develop the 
r.uc animals and the herds of buffaloes and cattle, 

vince. Comrade To Huu called on the cadres and local people of Doan' 
uid held a working session with the Standing Committee of the provincial 
j. Comrade Nguyen Van Ton, secretary of the provincial party committee, 
m \ the progress achieved in agricultural and industrial production in the 
..id on the guidelines for economic and cultural development in the province 
vaars. 

ilk with the cadres of various sectors in the province and with the directors 
.al major enterprises. Comrade To Huu warmly commended the province’s great 
y. aments in* the past years and expressed the hope that the province would strive 
crease paddy output, develop the cultivation of subsidiary crops, reach the 
•jc of 350-400 kg of grain per capita, expand the tea-, lacquer-, and tung-growing 
strongly develop the planting of evcalyptus and bamboo trees used 
raw material for the Bai Bimg paper mill; and develop the breeding of 
Ri.'.uestic animals and birds. He particularly urged Vinh Phu Province and the central 
-.icerprises to achieve more effective economic and trade integration, with the 
iLm of fully using the capacity of factories to produce more goods of greater value. 

He stressed the need for the ministries concerned to coordinate with the province in 
reorganizing production, achieving economic integration among industrial enterprises 
and between agriculture and industry as well as between Vinh Phu Province and other 
Localities; and developing the rich potentials of the province, especially the Bai 
Bang paper mill, the Lam Thao phosphate fertilizer plant, the Dao Tu concrete 
plant, the Viet Tri chemicals factory, the Song Lo tea plant, and so forth. Comrade 
To Huu also urged the Vinh Phu Province’s party organization and local people to 
further boost the movement to assist the compatriots and combatants in the border 
provinces, especially Ha Tuyen and Hoang Lien Son. 


In the enthusiastic atmosphere of an early spring day, the comrade commander of 
Military Region II and the heads of Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, and Vinh Phu Provinces 
pledged the party Central Committee and the Council of Ministers to properly protect 
the border areas and implement the resolutions of the sixth and seventh party 
Central Committee plenums and the 1985 plan in order to give an impetus to the r - 

Lmplementation of the 1986-90 5-Ycar Plan, build steady and strong districts, and 
develop the spirit of enterprises’ initiative. 


TRUONG CHINH VISITS QUANC TRUNG MUSEUM 


OW250915 Hanoi VNA in English 0751 GMT 25 Jan 85 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 24 — During his recent rrip to Nghia Binh Province,, south of 
Danang,' President of the State Council Truong Chinh visited the Quang Trung museum 
dedicated to Nguyen Hue and other places in the national hero’s home district of Tay 
Son. In the 18th century, Nguyen Hue led a peasant uprising which defeated both the 
Nguyen feudal lords in the south and the Trinh lords in the north. He reunified 
the country, became King Quang Trung and defeated invasions by Chinese and Siamese 
(Thai) armies. His most brilliant victory was won in the spring of 1789 at Dong Da, 
a few miles from downtown Hanoi, where he destroyed a 290,000-strong aggressor array of 
the Chinese Qing dynasty. During his visit to the museum Truong Chinh wrote a poem of 
which we publish the translation on the occasion of the 196th anniversary of the Dong 
Da victory which is traditionally observed on the 5th day of the lunar year. 
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Commander, JCRC 


SU3J : Re-ed Camp Sketches 


Ref: RPT .84-139 

22 January 1985 





Source 
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Name: SC 

DOB: 1932 . 

POB: ' Ha Tln ^ ) < - 

Former position: Cpl, Special Forces, Service Number 

Present location: 

Identification data: 

DOI : 1963-1980 

Date of interview: 14 December 1984 

Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 

Source, a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 
provided information concerning the prison /re-education camp system. 

Information : 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October J963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at Quyet Tien Friscm 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was hel a 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was e a 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

Durina Source’s 17 years of re-education he did not observe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visit any camps where Source was hel . 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source was 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held inside for 
four months and did not see the outside of the prison. 


A-d 


Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 
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1 . please refer to DIA/DI-E2 message, DTG 100043Z AUG 82; and our reply 
USDAO BANGKOK message, DTG 260620Z OCT 82. 


2 . Attached are 
refugee <SC G- 


two sketches of Quyet Tien Camp, as marked up by Vietnamese 
during an interview at Hong Kong on 10 October 
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